Stbford Scene. November 2026 Number - 482




EARTHWISE

TREE CARE

Serving North Oxfordshire, Warwickshire
Gloucestershire & Northamptonshire

Tree care with a conscience

Felling / Reductions & Crown Lifting
Pollarding / Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding / Dead Wooding
Tree Planting

Call for a quote from your friendly
local tree surgeon on

07806 753 862
*BASED OUT OF EPWELL*

www.earthwisetreecare.co.uk




EDb'sS THOUGHTS
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Applefest was a real treat.
Well done to everyone who
organised, helped, baked and
cheered on the live music - a
wonderful village event. Looking
forward to next October!

A special 'thankyou" to Damien
and Debbie for the last 21 years
at the Wykham Arms. And a
HUGE Sibford welcome to the
hew landlords, Helen and Kevin!

Sibford Art Group's art
exhibition on the 21/22nd (page
26) sounds good and we have 2
Film Nights this month (4th and
25th)

Have a lovely November!

Thought for the month
"May you build a ladder to the
stars
And climb on every rung
May you stay forever young"

Bob Dylan
Deadline for Dec/Jan
Issue
12 NOON - 18th November 2026

Cover picture : "Bright snd Beautiful"
painted by Sibford Primary School

pupils
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Editor: Tony Skowronski (780490)
E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Advertising Mgr & Treasurer: Oonagh
O'Neill (788160)
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Distribution: Fiona Pidgeon

Distributors: Mollie Mulley, Chris
Fieldhouse, Mike Spring, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovatt, Petra Berry, Jean Scouse,
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Warner, Briony Franklin, Selina Chard,
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Advertising Rates

Quarter Page:

Black & White £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £6.00 (one off advert)
Colour £8.00 (one off advert)

Half Page: (Landscape only)

Black & White £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £10.00 (one off advert)
Colour £15.00 (one off advert)

Full Page:

Black & White £120.00 (10 issues)
Colour £170 (10 issues)
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village, please
call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferris). We are also lucky enough to have a really great village
website at thesibfords.uk. Many people find the website’s 7am daily
newsletters very useful, detailing the local weather forecast, what colour bins
to put out and what’s on, etc. Sign up at thesibfords.uk/newsletters

Thank you so much to everyone who supported the
Macmillan Fundraising Day last month.

mf\aﬁfglnu. \ It was again a great day. We raised well over £1200.
i CAHCER SUPRORT A great achievement for this worthwhile cause.
I really appreciate your continued support.
Petra Berry

LAST ORDERS FROM THE BRADLEY’S!!

Well, the time has come for almost 21years of running The Wykham Arms to leave it to someone
else to pull those pints!

We want to say a massive thank you to every single one of you who have supported us over the
years, from popping in for a coffee or a pint, eating in the restaurant or enjoying a takeaway to
being humiliated at the quiz. Through the good times & tough times you’ve kept the doors open &
our community together. The WA is nothing without you all & we have been so lucky to have had
the best.

Sibford will always hold a special place in our hearts. Connor & Tyler growing up in the village with
George ( the softest black lab in the world!) was the perfect upbringing.

It was bought home to us on our last Saturday at the pub, just how much you all mean to us &
how we will miss it. It was such a memorable evening. Thank you.

We are handing the reigns over to Helen, Kevin & their family, & hope to see the pub continue to
grow & be supported by us all.

We very much look forward to seeing you on the other side (of the bar) very soon.
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you all.

With love

Damian, Debbie Connor & Tyler


http://thesibfords.uk/
http://thesibfords.uk/newsletters

Are you worried about rising electricity bills as we
enter the winter months?

Take a look at the Hooky Energy Club to see how Sibford
residents can avoid the National price rises by joining an
energy scheme that sets its own tariffs.

Hooky Energy Club (HEC) has been accepting members from Hook Norton, Sibfords,
Brailes, Epwell and Shutford since March 2025. In April 2026 we were able to increase
the area to cover Bloxham, Tadmarton, Milcombe, Adderbury and Bodicote.

Current prices were set by the Club in April 2026 and will be reviewed in April 2027.
The more members we have, the better tariffs we can offer. They certainly won’t be
affected by the Iran crisis or anything else that is happening to world’s oil and gas
prices.

Current Tariffs

Daytime: 8am to 5pm electricity price per unit - 13 p/kwh + VAT
Nighttime: 5pm to 8 am electricity price per unit - 20 p/kwh + VAT
Grid rate (very rarely needed): 22.3 p/kwh incl VAT

Daily standing charge: 56.5 p/day incl VAT

Monthly 100Green admin charge £5.95/month incl VAT

Over 160 homes and businesses have joined and are saving on average 25% relative
to the energy price cap. Our experience over the last 20 months means we are now
convinced that whoever you are we can save you money on your electricity bills. Get
in contact and we can talk you through how to spend less as well as being green.

How can we offer such a good deal? Itis by working with our partner electricity supply
company 100Green to match your electricity consumption to our local renewable
energy generators. From April 1+ we have added locally based Stour Energy in
Swalcliffe who can generate renewable electricity 24 hours a day with their Anaerobic
Digester. This complements Wattcrop solar farm in Sibford generating low price
electricity from their PV panels.

Accessing the tariff does not require any changes to the electricity connection to your
property, and is no different to switching energy suppliers or tariffs as is commonly
done.

Go to www.hookyenergy.com for more information and for assistance with switching
to HEC contact energy @hn-Ic.org.uk



http://www.hookyenergy.com
mailto:energy@hn-lc.org.uk

Bespoke bathrooms, kitchens and carpentry
Fitted furniture

Plumbing and electrical works

Home improvements and renovations

From concept to completion
Exceptional value,

Hugo exceptional service
T: 01295 780355
Se or 07773 319239
E: hugo.seely@gmail.com

Tradding in the Sitfonds since 1992 Excellent references

Do you need a helping hand to find the
mortgage, pension or investment
that’s right for you?

For Independent financial advice please
get in touch

a
SCR Financial

Call Sue for a free telephone consuitation

01295788475

sue@scrfinancial.co.uk

www.scrfinancial.co.uk

uthorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority FCAN 950557




settle in, please remember that all hirers can help do their bit and Jrldy up well
after a session including sweeping the floor if it needs it. If you have just a
small amount of time to help with the management of the hall, please consider
a “bite-sized” job that could be done from home or online - see The Sibfords
website for more details. If you are given some volunteering time or a
volunteering day as part of your day-today job, please consider using this time
to support the Village Hall.

Thursday Community Cafe 2.30 - 4.30pm We would love to welcome new
members to come and join in the activities, have a chat and a cup of tea and
cake! There is no charge as these events are kindly sponsored by the Town
Estate Charity. From October 22™ the times will move forward to 2.00 -
4.00pm as the evenings get darker.

Book Swap Saturdays and Café continue: Nov 21, Dec 12", Jan 16™, Feb 13"
10am-12pm, Small Hall. Come and browse a large selection of books for all ages
and genres and have a drink and a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees
available. It's free to borrow books but donations welcome.

Fencing: please do not climb over the fence into the horse field. If your
football goes into the field, it will have to stay there until it gets thrown
back.

Parking space does not include the yellow hatched area as that is for
emergency access to the rear of the hall. Park on the field if needed.

Do not walk your dog in the field: Dogs are not allowed in the field or grounds
due to the risk of infection that they can pass on, especially to children.

Security: Hirers, please double check that doors are locked after use. If you
see anything suspicious, please photograph it and report it.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our online booking system:
When paying, please include your name and the invoice number. Preferential
rates for village residents are only £12/hr (one hall); and £22/hr (both halls).
Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.
www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk.



http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk

Art...

Easy to follow instruction in oil
and watercolour painting

Sibford Village Hall
Friday Mornings 9.30 - 12.30

* Paintings for sale

* Studio visits

* Commissions welcome
* One to one tuition

* Party workshops

More info:
nvfletcher@btinternet.com

www.nigelfletcher.co.uk
07792 657 248

SR

CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY

MONDAY 141H DECEMBER AT 2.45PM
SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL

We are delighted that our Christmas Tea Party is returning
this year, and we look forward to welcoming residents
of the Sibfords.
The party is for people who are 75 and over, living alone.
Couples where one or both are 80 and over.

Invitations will be going out from November 9th
With replies requested by 23rd November
If you are eligible and have not received an invitation

by November 17th please get in touch with Joan 07977004302
or email sibfordtec@gmail.com

RS
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Seasonal Wreath Workshop

Carolyn will guide you to create
your own beautiful Christmas Wreath
in this two hour workshop - £65 with all materials, festive
drinks and treats provided!

Sunday 29th Nov 10am - 12 noon
Wednesday 3rd Dec 2-4pm
Thursday 4th 2-4pm & 7-9pm
Friday 5th 10-12 & 2-4pm
Thursday 10th 2-4pm & 7-9pm
Saturday 12th 10-12 & 2-4pm
Sunday 13th 10am - 12 noon

See website for further details

or contact carolyn@homecloseflowers.co.uk 07711 897902 !

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET Py

MARKLY

Proprietor: Robert Hill
hill42804@gmail.com
07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from
Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering
directly to your home every Thursday
from 3.45 - 4.15

“KP Garden Care" “f'

Local mature responsible
lady offering garden care -
no landscaping. Flexible
hours, one off or regular
visits, please call
07468487412 or email
agnewkp9596@gmail.com



mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:carolyn@homecloseflowers.co.uk
mailto:agnewkp9596@gmail.com

2l  SBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

On Thursday 15th October we were very happy to welcome Dr Gillian White
back to Sibford, this time to give us a talk on John, 'First Duke of
Marlborough.” We will all have visited Blenheim Palace at some stage, to
admire Vanbrugh's ornate baroque palace, built to honour the national hero,
John Churchill, for his great victory at the Battle of Blenheim - Blindheim, in
Bavaria, on 13* August, 1704. Queen Anne, who had already bestowed the
Dukedom on him, decided that he deserved even more.

Gill's talk was not only to look at the man at the peak of his success, but to
trace his journey up to the top. Gill took us through all the ups and downs of
Marlborough’s exciting lifetime in her entertaining and inimitable way, aided
by the many fascinating visuals, including stills with arrows shooting across
the screen to show the course of the Battle.

Many thanks to Gill once again for a stimulating evening. We look forward
already to next time!

Our final talk this year will be by Dr Stephen Wass on Thursday, 19+
November: ‘Secret Gardens and Science: Tales from Oxfordshire Gardens,
1600 - 1680". During the 17th century Oxfordshire was home to a series of
impressive water gardens that had important links to the development of
scientific thought at Oxford. These gardens have become ‘lost’ and their true
nature has only recently been revealed through a programme of
archaeological and historical research.

Doors open at the Village Hall at 7.00pm and we will be serving Christmassy
refreshments. Talk starts at 7.30pm. Visitors £5.

Don’t forget to let us know if you would like to go to the Ashmolean for
another look at the art with Lizzy Rowe on November 27+.Cost is £10 p.p.

N

S

(:{ FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Our next meetig il be on Nov 3rd when our friend Mike will regale us with
his trips and photos Evey Boughton
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Original Wooden Platters & Boards
Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at
Temple Mill. Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for:
~ Presentation - Food Theatre! ~ Cake Boards ~ Cheese Boards ~
~ Chopping Boards ~ Serving Platters ~ Etc~
** 5t Wedding Anniversary: ‘Wood’ **
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower. Welcome to view.
07580 597042 - jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk - 01295 780418
www.at-temple-mill.co.uk

Holiday Cottage in Cornwall
On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-
facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the
vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.
Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,
plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room
boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out
sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport
connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.
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‘ NATURE NOTES

Nature Notes - November 2026

Several people have commented on the low numbers of Blackbirds around
recently. The BTO suggests several reasons for this. It may be that the birds
are moulting and become more secretive as they are more vulnerable to
predators when they can’t fly as well. There is the possibility that they are
affected by the mosquito borne Usutu virus. This year they may also be
suffering from a lack of earthworms as an important food source over the
summer months as the worms will not have come to the surface during the
dry weather.

On the other hand, Green Woodpeckers seem to be having a good year. There
are probably plenty of ants around for them to feed on.

On milder nights in early October there have been plenty of flying insects
around, and bats have been a common sight at dusk and dawn feeding on
them.

In mid-October | caught a Spiny Hook-tip moth. This moth is a mediterranean
species that seems to have become established in the UK since 2020
probably expanding its range northwards as a result of global warming. It is
quite difficult to distinguish from the closely related Oak Hook-tip.

Contributions for the next Nature Notes would be most welcome.
Email ajnewbold88@gmail.com

Andy and Gill Newbold
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OPUS
Property
Services Ltd

01285 780652
07816592124

PN

ANN WOOLGROVE

« curtains « soft furnishings

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR
CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

Pattern book room for you
to browse Fabric designs
All aspecls ol properly inainlenance

Curtains, Blinds & Cushions and refurtishment undertaken frem
Loose covers & Lamsphade making replacement light bulbs and tap
vazhers to new cellings and fioors.
Headboards & bedspreads tvashers tane 9 e
Curtain poles & tracks Plumbing, tiling, wood flooring, floor
. renovation, under floor heating.
New Sofas & chairs & reupholstery ot e it
plastering. clectrics, decarating, damp
proofing. carpentry, locks, drains,

"MAB kilc:berns, halhraoms ede:

07845 215814 Call us or visit our webaite for
ann@annwoolgrove.com | ann@yarnhill.co.uk more Information:
www.annwoolgrove.com www.opusps.co.uk

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT
We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your
regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,
specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,
pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning
We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask
Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am-1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES
AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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LOOKING TO RENT A SMALL GARAGE OR PART
OF A BARN

Our garage is being demolished so looking for something
similar locally

For a car, bikes, few boxes etc
Availability - July onwards
Timings - flexible, month by month, could be up to 12 months

Any ideas welcome, please contact Will 07775 728772

Home Wanted to Rent
Looking for a 2 or 3-bedroom rental in
the Sibfords or nearby villages as
landlord is selling. Mother and child
looking to stay close to the local
school.

If you know of any available properties,

please get in touch via email:
georgina anne(@hotmail.com
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The Green,
Swalcliffe,
Banbury,

Oxfordshire OX155E]

Tel: 01295788660

Opening Times

/
/ Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

k Sunday

12-2.30-5.00-to close

12-2.30-5.00-to close
12-2.30-5.00-to close

Bar
5.00-to close
12-to close

12-to close
12- 8.00

Restaurant N
12-2.00-6.00-8.30
closed
12-2.00-6.00-8.30
12-2.00-6.00-8.30
12-2.00-6.00-8.30
12-3.00-6.00-8.30

12-3.00 J

A lovely traditional thatched village pub, circa 1445. Open
fire for the colder weather & pretty pub garden with
countryside views covered pergola. Ales, Lagers, Cider,
Guinness, Bottle Beers, Spirits International & Greek
Wines. Lights Bites, Full Menu, Greek Dishes Sharing

Platters & Specials. Local Products

We Have over 35 Years Experience in Hospitality
We can also Cater for small Parties and weddings
Contact us to Discuss your Requirements
Check our website for up Coming Events

Greek Night Last Saturday of Every Month

Book in Advance

Two B&B Rooms

Check our website for up Coming Events
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"BONFIRE NIGHT:
/ﬁ\oﬂ 7/

SATURDAY
®
7 GATE: 5:00PM

novemeer | FIREWORKS: 6:00 PM

@ Sibfoyd Gower Primary SchooL
BBON
D TREATS f

TICKETS ONLY AVAILABLE ONLINE.
**NO SALES AT THE GATE**

https:/ /pta.events/sibford-bohfire-202 :

£8 Adult
£4 Child
Free for under 3s




PILATES IN SIBFORD
Private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279 Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.
#MadelnSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW?

We will Remember Them

As the leaves begin to fall on another autumn it is a special time of remembrance for all who
have fought and fallen in their service to our country. As we gather at the War Memorial on
Remembrance Sunday the names of all those village men are read out and | would like to focus
on just one - Flying Officer Major ‘Hugh’ Oddie who served and died during WW2 on June 25~
1943. The grandson of a former headmaster of Sibford School, he was a secondary school
Science teacher and was commissioned as a Pilot Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve on the 4th of November 1941. Promoted to Flying Officer on the 1st of October 1942,
he served with the 78 Squadron.

He took off from RAF Breighton in a Handley Page Halifax JB928 EY-S at 23.40 on the 26th
of June 1943 for an operation on Gelsenkirchen, noted for its oil refineries. 214 Lancasters,
134 Halifaxes, 73 Stirlings, 4 Wellingtons and 12 Mosquitos were dispatched for the first raid
on the town in two years. After crossing the Dutch coast, the bomber stream encountered
10/10ths cloud all the way which prevented the bombers making a concentrated attack resulting
in only minor damage to the target. During this mission Oddies aircraft was attacked by a
German night fighter, a Bf 110 G-4 piloted by Major Rolf Luchs of 11/NJG1. Hugh Oddie
continued to pilot his plane enabling his crew to bail out. They all survived and were taken
prisoner by the Germans. Hugh Oddie’s brave actions saved his crew while he was killed when
his plane crashed at 00.51 on the 26th of June in Northern
Holland.

A memorial window on the south side of the Nave in Holy
Trinity Church recognises his extreme bravery and sacrifice.
The inscription is at the base of the light and reads: In loving
memory of Flying Officer Hugh Oddie. Born 21 July 1914,
Gave his life 26 June

1943. Buried atBergenin

Holland. “Thy Son Dedication

Liveth”  John  4.51. Memorial iy,
Immediately above the inscription is a medallion picture of g
Hugh Oddie in uniform.

LY 250, 1915
Floing Officer

The whole light is bordered by a narrow, treble banding ! ?ﬁft;..?:fb ki

consisting mainly of plain glass strips interrupted by T

shades of blue stained glass. At the top of the light is the -

Royal Air Force crest beneath which are two heraldic

shields. It is a single-light, stained-glass window depicting two colourful centralised figures,

comprising Saul at the feet of Gamaliel. (Gamaliel was a Pharisee, a wise man a member

of the Jewish Council and well versed in Jewish Law. He was teacher and mentor to Saul

before his conversion and before he became the Apostle Paul.) The memorial window was

dedicated by the Rt Rev the Bishop of Oxford at Evensong in Holy Trinity Church on

Sunday 15 July 1945 Maureen Hicks
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SBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Sibford Strollers
Future dates:
22 October, 5 November, 19 November, 26 November

Departure from VH at 10 sharp, therefore be there by latest 9.55. I won’t
announce destination in advance but choose according to mud factor. They
might be on foot from VH ora short drive to start/finish point. Any queries to
me on 07711 131399 or sebannister@gmail.com welcome. Future dates will be
added.

Sibford Striders
Striders Walks in November will be on 18 November and 25 November. Please

note the date of 18 November breaks the normal routine of walks at two
weekly intervals (it will then be three weeks from the walk on 28 October).
Normal service resumes on 25 November. At each of these Christopher can
relate stories of his experiences in Japan....

FOOTPATHS

Our footpath warden is.....Allan Smith , Arundel House, Backside Lane
07447 423043. Any problems or complaints, then please contact Allan.

HORT! SOCIETY

As I mentioned last month, November’s meeting is our last of the year and our
Christmas celebration.

Timothy Walker will be coming to talk to us on Wednesday 11 November on
the Subtle Science and Exact Art of Colour in English Garden Design.
Timothy is our most entertaining speaker so be prepared to be entertained,
educated and enchanted.

Doors at the Village Hall open at 7.00pm for an7.30pm start. In addition we
will be offering mulled wine, mince pies and other delightful treats. Members
free, non members, always welcome, £3.00 Diana Thompson
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October Horti meeting
“A garden for all seasons” speaker - Diane Clement

Diane lectures widely, is a keen exhibitor, an RHS trial and show judge and
loves to travel far afield to see plants growing in the wild. She is a member
of the RHS Alpine Expert Group. This was a different kind of talk and a very
personal one based on her small, North facing urban garden, half of which
only sees the sun for 6 months and a quarter of which is in deep shade for 3
months and never sees the sun at all. And yet Diane has something in bloom
every month of the year.

Her talk was well illustrated with excellent, colourful photographs - the
Hamamelis (Witch Hazel) which never sees the sun at all was particularly
stunning in full bloom. She focussed on the different areas of her garden and
it soon became clear that it is her intimate knowledge of the plants that
make it such a unique garden. There are too many to mention here but our
Horti members will receive her plant list for future reference.

As well as seeing the miracle she has achieved in her small garden, there
were a few other snippets of information that were new to me, 3 things for
example :

I love drifts of iris reticulata in the early Spring and I have always blamed
the squirrels for them not returning the following year. I have followed the
advice to plant them to a depth of twice their height however I learned from
Diane that in order for them to return year after year they need to be
planted to a depth of 8 inches! She also said that if you have them in a pot
you would need to discard them and plant anew each year. It would seem
that I owe the squirrels an apology.

I was surprised to learn that Hamamelis could be pruned at any time of year.
I was also struck when she described how she cleared a very steep bank
that was covered with ivy. She left the roots in the ground because ivy
(apparently) does not regenerate from the roots. Leaving the roots in situ
meant that the bank remained relatively stable. She then replanted with
low growing plants each supported by a stone. An elegant solution.

Our final Horti meeting will be on 11th November when Timothy Walker will
entertain us with his talk entitled, “The subtle science and exact art of
colour in English garden design” to be enjoyed along with mulled wine and
mince pies. We look forward to seeing you there.

Véronique Tyrrell
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Need hel

Fully qualified, locally based business
is here to help With all your home and
small business irements,
however trivial © "

Y

complex they may be.

Why spend hours or
even days trying to fix
a problem when a fast
and reliable expert
service is literally
around the corner?

A personal, professie
service with a smile @
at very reasonable ra

(Qualifications and ID prov ed)on request)

Call: 01608 657010
Email: support@pc-help-4u.co.uk

Remote help
option so no
visit required

o Free Callout & Diagnosis

o Laptops, Desktops & Tablets
o Home & Office Visits

e Secure Remote Help

e Monthly Cover Option

e Mac & PC Support

o Supply of New Machines

o Hardware Repairs/Upgrades
o Software Repairs/Upgrades

o Wireless Setups/Networking

e New Installations

e Backup Solutions

e Antivirus & Security

e Web Design & Hosting

Website: www.pc-help-4u.co.uk

Stay in style
in the Sibfords

Sumptuous self-catering

Newly refurbished self-catering accommodation
set in stunning private gardens with heated
swimming pool, tennis court and croquet lawn.
4 beds, 5 bathrooms. Sleeps 8 (plus 4 in the
main house for larger groups).

Private dinners also catered for up to 16 guests.

Contact Sally Wass

T: 01295780104

E: sally.wass@btinternet.com
www.holmbyhouse.com

SN @

Se t1c Tank
Store

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER
30 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE

Sewage Treatment Plant installation
Irrigation and waterpipe
Rain harvesting
Drainage projects
Outdoor electrical works

Ditch clearance and field drainage

Contact us for friendly advice
www.theseptictankstore.co.uk
T: 01295 236101  E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.uk
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RED HORSE VALE

Red Horse Vale are a long established and
family run distributor of Fuels for heating and
vehicles, as well as Building, Farm and Garden

Supplies.

Solid Fuels * Logs and Kindling Wood
Gas in Cylinders e Central Heating Oil
Farm Oils ¢ Sand and Ballast
Postcrete o Cement o Slabs
Fencing Materials ¢ Garden Supplies
Top Soil ® Composts ¢ Flower Pots
Wood Chippings ® Animal Feeds

Call us for a free quotation!
OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY
8am to 5pm
www.redhorsevale.co.uk
01926 642 832
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422), Oxhill,
Warwickshire, CV35 0RP

Visiting Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Julia Edwards p.pod. M. vch. s. s. R.ch.

State Registered

Special rate £40/visit
Chipping Norton - Sibford - Hook Norton
Call 07854 968377 to arrange a home visit
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D&D Enterprises

DAVE & DAUGHTERS
PAINTING & DECORATING

TEL: 07734 679 251
@: DAVE@DANDDENTERPRISES.CO.UK

W: WWW.DANDDENTERPRISES:CO.UK

For all your local Painting & Decorating Services

Internal & External

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Insured

Free, No Obligation Quote

% % Y% %

www.danddenterprises.co.uk

% R Locke & Son

& iz-l Cn S
Generations of Care Independent Family Funeral Directors — Est 1853

S Offices at Brailes, Shipston,
Kineton and Wellesbourne

01608 685 274

For more information about our services,
to view our funeral announcements
and online donations, please visit

www.rlockeandson.co.uk

As a family owned business serving our
local area, we take great pride in offering
a dedicated and compassionate service.

uuuuuu

GOLDEN CHARTER SALE

INERAL F

-~/ L Sscress ]
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SIBFORP PHOTOGRAPHY CLUEB

Low attendance at our meeting on 29th September meant that we postponed
the talk from our member, Paul Friend about the development of his
photographic skills, so instead we had a problem-solving discussion. This gave
members an opportunity to raise issues they have with camera settings, choices
of lens or any other photography-related issues they wished to discuss. Other
members with appropriate experience could then advise on possible ways to
solve or overcome these issues. We also reviewed members' images on our
monthly topic of Patterns, with photographs of plants, shadows, reflections, city
scenes, wildlife, vapour trails and even one created from a tablecloth and a
radio grille!

With the planned night time resurfacing work on Acre Ditch potentially creating
access and parking difficulties to the Village Hall, our October meeting is likely
to be cancelled, which would mean that the next meeting would be on 24th
November, when Paul will have the opportunity to give his presentation.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you have an interest
in photography with a camera or phone, please contact Colin Lamb

at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295 780357. We generally meet on the

last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the small hall at the Village Hall.

Shadow Pattern - Martin Layer

Fritillary - Colin Lamb
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Sibford Art Group
Christmas Exhibition

Paintings and Christmas cards
available to buy directly from the
artists, Free entry, Teas and
Homemade Cakes

Sat 21st - Sun 22nd Nov
10am to 4pm

Sibford Village Hall
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Same old scams - slightly different versions.
NatWest scam email. A dodgy email claiming to be from NatWest uses

accurate branding and tells you that you need to check that your
account information is up to date. It includes a malicious link to follow
in order to do this. Of course it's all rubbish, so please don't.

You can forward scam emails to "report@phishing.gov.uk ", or websites

to the National Cyber Security Centre.
Hulu impersonation email. A scam email claiming to be from streaming
platform Hulu tells you that your subscription has expired due to a
payment failure and has therefore been cancelled. It then gives you a
button to "update payment details." This leads to a phishing website
which will steal your personal and payment details as you enter them.
The website looks like Hulu's official website, so be cautious.
Scam speeding text. " Road Safety Notice: An automated camera
detected a speeding violation for your vehicle. Please log into your
account to respond promptly" It goes on to provide a link to a copycat
government website efc, etc.
Whilst we are being bombarded with fake texts used to steal personal
data and card details, victims may face a second attack, warns Which
£Money. Earlier this year there was an Eon phishing email which
escalated into a bank impersonation scam. People are being targeted
after receiving other fake texts. This one-two jab can be highly
effective for fraudsters as they refer to the initial bogus messages to
establish trust and can more convincingly claim to be calling from a
Bank's Fraud Department.

Information courtesy of Which

Peter Hine Watch Co-ordinator Gower & Burdrop 01295 788830
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.
Atlas
Pest and Wildlife
Control
Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
rodents, insects etc.
Call Phil
07768 111491

01295 367066
Never beaten on price or

professionalism

& Registration R M H
Services

ER MAINTENANCE

Oil Boiler Servicmg
Oil Aga Servicing
New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156

Emergency Breakdowns: O 7 9 7 3 1 2 8 9 8 7
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FILM NIgHT

November's film is on Wednesday November 25th. The film is Wild.

Driven to the edge by the loss of her beloved mother, the dissolution of her
marriage and a headlong dive into self-destructive behavior, Cheryl Strayed

( Reese Witherspoon)makes a decision to halt her downward spiral and put her
life back together again. With no outdoors experience, a heavy backpack and
little else to go on but her own will? Cheryl sets out alone to hike the Pacific
Crest Trail-one of the country's longest and toughest through-trails.
Powerfully moving and emotionally resonant.

Rotten tomatoes reviews 88%

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30 Tea and coffee available or bring your
own bottle Admission £5

Please note that the October film Sentimental Value will be shown on
Wednesday November 4" due to Acreditch closure from 6 in the evening.
Petra Berry

Holy Triwitg Church Chatter

1 November 10.30am Benefice Service at Broughton. 6.00pm In Memoriam/All
Souls Service at Broughton

8 November 8.00am Holy Communion BCP. 10.50am Remembrance Service
15 November 9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 22 November 9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 29 November 9.30am Advent Sunday
Holy Communion
Christmas Tree Festival set up 11/12 December Contact Barbara Foster.

We need someone to play the organ/keyboard. Please contact The Rector, Emily
Robottom-Scott if you could help.

We are short of Church cleaners, if you can help for an hour every 6 weeks
please contact Stephanie Gill. We also need help with brass cleaning once a
year and flower arranging two weeks a year. Please contact Gilian Soden
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o gelighted to invitg Yo

G Saturday, December 19th
4.00 to 6.00pm

Quaker Meeting House
(opposite Wykham Arms)

4

ﬁme to an evening of live seasonal music

and sing-a-long carols, mulled wine, 7,

~_mince pies and cakes and more......

0 Y Also kids Christmas crafting, face-paints, A
i A\>hristmas present dip, cuddly toy tombola and beauti
/ homemade foods and a few locally made gifts |

[ ,;\\.
B3z |
d
%

In aid of Ukrainian Orphage and Leonard Cheshire
Young Disabled Peoples Care Home, Banbury
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A Creative Autumn at School

Art and design have been a particular focus for our children this month, both in school and
% & through opportunities to work with and contribute to the wider community.
Prima

A highlight of the term was a whole-school visit, from Nursery to Year 6, to take part in a day of art workshops
led by teacher training students from Oxford Brookes University. Thanks to the support of the charity
Cotswold Arts through Schools (C.A.T.S.), every child was able to attend, with the charity funding the coach
transport and the university team organising the activities.

The workshops were based around the theme of “Express Yourself" and gave children the chance to explore a
range of artistic techniques. Activities included observational drawing, pastel portraits and collage, and clay
modelling. Pupils also contributed to a large collaborative banner which will become part of an outdoor
sculpture exhibition at Kingham Lodge later in the academic year.

The day provided a valuable opportunity for children to work in a different environment and alongside aspiring
teachers. Their behaviour throughout the visit was excellent, and they approached each activity with
enthusiasm, care and interest. We are grateful to CA.T.S., Karen Hosack Janes and the students from Oxford
Brookes University for making the experience possible.

Our children have also been busy contributing artwork to the village's annual Apple Festival. The event is
always a popular fixture in the community calendar and gave pupils the opportunity to see their work
displayed as part of a public event. Inspired by apples, orchards and the changing season, the children's
artwork added colour to the displays and helped celebrate an event that brings together people of all ages.
Many of our families attended, and the children enjoyed spotting their work as part of the wider festival.

This month has also seen children producing a range

of autumn and harvest-themed artwork linked to
our Harvest Festival celebrations. Drawings, paintings,
collages and mixed-media pieces explored the colours, Are you looking for nursery provision for your 3 year old?
textures and changes that autumn brings. A selection N 4

of this work was displayed in St Mary's Church, Sibford G_Owelj Pylmary School
creating an attractive backdrop for our harvest service would like to invite you to our
and giving families and members of the community ‘OPE N M@RM ” I

the opportunity to enjoy the children's creativity. O - N \-ﬁ N N @
Across all year groups, art continues to provide Friday 13th November 2026, 9:30 to 11:30
children with opportunities to experiment, develop :
new skills and express their ideas in different ways.
Whether taking part in university workshops,
contributing to village events or displaying work in the
church, pupils have engaged thoughtfully with a wide
range of creative activities this term. We are proud of
their efforts and grateful for the support of the
organisations and volunteers who help provide these
valuable experiences for our children.

The morning will begin with » short talk and

s question & answer session, followed by
an informal tour of our school.

Please do come to have a look around,
meet the staff and find out about all the
things our friendly and welcoming village

school has to offer your child.

Sibforc Gower Endowed Primary $ohool i committed fo cafeguarding and
promoting the weifare of ohiidren and young pecple.

To find out more about our wonderful, welcoming village school and the things that are going on in
each class, please take some time to visit our school website at
http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/
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SWALCLIF
CHRISTMAS
MARKE T

Saturday 5th December 2026
At Swalcliffe Church
From 12 noon to 3 30pm

Swalcliffe is the place to'be as the village .hosts
anqther exciting Christmas Market - -

Come and enjoy
Market stalls with an impressive selection of h|gh quallty, 3
~ locally made gifts, crafts and decorations, just in time for
your Chrlstmas shopping, or just to’ treat yourself

Luxury Christmas Hamper Raffle
BBQ and mulled wine stall
Tea, coffee and cake stall

¢ 0 >
%\“k";‘ Entrance fee £3.00 (children go free) < "’; e

ayments avmlable but plegse bﬁng cash too
ol ~’ -g. ’ b N

= al,
Net proc?eds will contﬂb‘iIte to village orgafusatlons and actlv '

www.swalcllffe.org




THE VILLAGE SHOP

PC Problems
HOOK NORTON
*Matioral Lottary® a+ qualified
Grocary - Gmangrocary - Bakary - Winas Windows PC Technician
Spints - Confactionary - Nawspapars
Magazinas - Cards - Botlad Gas repairs — upgrades - advice

Opan Monday to Friday

Sampd pm Contact D !

Saturday & am to & pm Gl gl

Sunday & am to 6 pm 01295 788766
Tekphone: 01608 737245 or preferably

Please note: On Sunday, we open

email me: depctex@gmail.com

at 9am

ANNEXE TO RENT

Private, comfortable furnished space in Sibford Gower,
available from mid September

Ideal for a professional or quiet tenant looking for an

independent living space
* Self-contained and private

* Ensuite wet room
* Kitchenette
* Fitted wardrobes and cupboards
* Clean, bright and easy to maintain
* Suitable for one person
* Monday to Friday preferred
* No smoking
* References will be required

To arrange a viewing, call or text: 07796 170169
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER
3rd/17/24 - Bridge Club - Villge Hall - 7pm

3rd - Friendship Club - Village Hall 2pm
4th - Film Night "Sentimental Value " Village Hall 7.30pm
6th - Mens' Breakfast Club - The George, Brailes - 9.30a

10th - SGPC meeting - Village Hall - 7pm
11th - Horti Meeting: "English Garden Design" - Village Hall 7.30pm
19th - SHS meeting "Oxfordshire's Secret Gardens" - Village Hall 7.30pm

2lst - Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall 10am - 12pm
21/22nd - Sibford Art Group Exhibition - Village Hall 10am - 4pm
24th - Model Railway Group - Village Hall 12pm

24th - Sibford Photography Club - Village Hall - 7pm
25th - Film Night "Wild" Village Hall 7.30pm

BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 3rd; 17th

Blue/Brown Tuesday: 10th; 24th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:
Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

75 SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

Sibford Ferris - Banbury

M-F: 6.19, 8.37, 11.07, 13.32, 17.34. Sat: 6.56, 8.35, 11.09, 13.32, 17.22

Banbury - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 6.50 (Term time), 7.05 (Hols), 11.40; 14.30; 18.00

Sat: 11.40, 14.30, 17.40

Sibford Ferris - Stratford

M-F: 7.13 (Term time), 7.28 (Hols), 12.03, 14.53, 18.23. No service on Sundays or
Sat: 12.03, 14.53, 18.03 Bank Holidays
Stratford - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 5,40, 7.30, (Term Time), 7.35 (Hols), 10.30, 12.50, 16.25. Sat: 6.17, 7.57, 10.30, 12.50, 16.40



Your Local
Locksmith.

g;

R gy SERvIes

Annalisa Sederholm

yoga massage

an invitation to create space for stillness, energy & peace

07928098018

info@organic-living.co.uk
www.organic-living.co.uk
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YOGA

Sibford LQCAL LOGS
riends Meeting House
‘ FLOW YOGA DELIVERED
WEDNESDAYS
_10AM Two Yrs barn dried
CHAIR YOGA 8" and 12" available
MONDAYS 10 -11AM
WEDNESDAYS Also available bagged
10.15AM - 11.15AM kindling.

CANDLELIT YIN/YANG
FRIDAYS 6 - 7PM
CANDLELIT YINYOGA 07816 379 836

- 6.30PM EVERY OTHER
SUNDAY

FOR MORE CLASS INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT
JULIETTES3eBTINTERNET.COM

The Forge Garage (Brailes) Ltd

Your local, family-run garage.

MOT’s, Servicing, Air Conditioning, Diagnostics and In-Depth Repair Work

Pump attended fuel station also selling Calor gas, kindling, coal, BBQ coal
We're here to help so please contact us today on 01608 685247 if you have any questions
about your vehicle, or for a free no-obligation quote.

https://www.theforgegarage.co.uk/
Telephone: 01608 685247;
Email: enquiries@theforgegarage.co.uk

BRAILES




