
Sibford Scene. September 2026 Number - 486



2



The Scene Team

Editor: Tony Skowronski (780490)

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Advertising Mgr & Treasurer: Oonagh
O'Neill (788160)

E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

Distribution: Fiona Pidgeon

Distributors: Mollie Mulley, Chris
Fieldhouse, Mike Spring, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovatt, Petra Berry, Jean Scouse,
Aniela Duggins, Ivor Hopkyns, Clive
Warner, Briony Franklin, Selina Chard,
Maureen Hicks, Adrian Lamb, Megan
Gilkes, Sarah Gale, Sue Etherington-
Smith, Alice Pennell, Nicki Kitchen.

Advertising Rates
Quarter Page:

Black & White £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £6.00 (one off advert)

Colour £8.00 (one off advert)

Half Page: (Landscape only)

Black & White £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £10.00 (one off advert)

Colour £15.00 (one off advert)

Full Page:

Black & White £120.00 (10 issues)

Colour £170 (10 issues)

Black & White ££15.00 (one off advert)
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ED'S THOUGHTS

Bumper issue this month!

We have for you:

Applefest (page 36)

Scarecrow Trail (page 38)

Sealed Knot (page 20)

Macmillan Coffee Morning (Page
30)

Broughton Grange Open Gardens
(page 28)

International Quaker Day (page
21)

Banbury Early Music Festival
(page 15)

Sunrise Challenge (page 7)

The Great 14th (page 33)

Thought for the month

"Do you remember the
Americans

Where did they go?"

Stephen Stills
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village, please
call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferris). We are also lucky enough to have a really great village
website at: thesibfords.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

Win Cash Prizes

Sign up for the Sibford Village Hall Lottery for a chance to win a cash prize

every month!

For a one off payment of £48 and you could win a first prize of £75, second

prize of £45 or third prize of £30 in every monthly draw.

The lottery provides vital funds for the hall and in the last financial year

generated £1,648..

To find out how to make your payment contact Anne at crucialpr@macace.net

July winners were: 1st Veronique Tyrell , 2nd Nicola Durrant, 3rd Hannah

Lowbridge

August winners were: 1st, Elizabeth Irons, 2nd, Robin Spicer, 3rd, Amy
Brace.

mailto:crucialpr@macace.net
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

To the residents of Sibford Ferris,

Thank you for continuing to support people affected by a brain tumour by
raising funds for The Brain Tumour Charity.

We’re truly grateful for the amazing £2,000.00 raised by Nicola Durrant at
ShrubFest on 27th June 2026 in loving memory of David Tarring. A special
thanks to all of the performers and singers, anyone who donated a raffle prize
and everyone who so kindly donated and contributed to the event.

Thanks to your continued dedication, generosity and enthusiasm, we’re moving
further, faster towards the changes that families affected by a brain tumour
so urgently need. You’re speeding up the delivery of kinder, more-effective
treatments, you’re fighting for faster diagnosis and you’re connecting families
affected by a brain tumour with the right support at the right time.
2024 saw the first new treatment for brain tumours in decades being approved
for use in the NHS – the combination of treatment of dabrafenib and
trametinib. This breakthrough was built on research funded by The Charity
nearly 20 years ago and with your continued support we're committed to
making sure the brain tumour community isn't waiting another 20 years for the
next big breakthrough.

Our team is always available if you’d like more information about the impact
of your fundraising or new ways to support the brain tumour community. Just
call 01252 749043 or email us at fundraising@thebraintumourcharity.org to
find out more.

Thank you once again for continuing to support our mission to make sure
everybody affected by a brain tumour lives a longer, better life. We simply
couldn’t do it without you.
With kind regards,

Francesca Towson
On behalf of the Head of Community Fundraising
fundraising@thebraintumourcharity.org

SHRUBFEST 2026

To the residents of the Sibfords
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

Cont'd

Our Surgery

Sibford surgery is now able to offer Covid vaccinations to registered patients
in eligible cohorts.

During our usual flu clinics at the village hall, we will be administering covid
vaccinations alongside flu vaccinations to eligible patients who would like one.

These clinics will take place during October initially. We may organise further
clinics should the need arise.

Simply contact the surgery to organise your flu and/or covid vaccinations.

Having your vaccinations with us is a huge support to the surgery. Hopefully
we will see you there!

Many thanks! The Sibford Surgery team.

"Sunrise Challenge" for the Katherine House Hospice

The hospice has organised their second Snowdon 'sunrise challenge' on 19
September - the challenge being to hike to the summit as the sunrises which
entails setting off at about 3.30am

I'm very appreciative of any monies that the villagers might be able to
contribute - a link to my JustGiving page is below, albeit that the link won't
work in hard copy The Scene, but residents can search 'John Skinner KHH' on
the JustGiving website
John Skinner is fundraising for Katharine House Hospice - Banbury
Many thanks, John

RBL POPPY APPEAL.
Can anyone help? I am potentially short of people to do house-to-house
collections for this year's appeal. The appeal ruins from October 22 until
Remembrance Sunday and you would only need 2-3 hours collecting on your
patch. If you can help please contact me on either 01295 780731 or 07811
918926. Peter Abbott.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-skinner-2
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To find out more about our wonderful, welcoming village school and the things that are going on in 
each class, please take some time to visit our school website at 

http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/ 
 

Here at Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School, we are incredibly proud 

to have achieved the Platinum School Games Award, the highest accolade 

available through the School Games programme, for a second time. This 

award recognises the school's commitment to providing high-quality, 

inclusive sporting opportunities and promoting positive participation in 

physical activity. 

A special thank you goes to our Sports Lead, Mrs Lauren Davies, whose 

dedication, enthusiasm and hard work have been instrumental in securing 

this recognition. The award highlights our strong inclusive practice in sport, 

ensuring that every child has the opportunity to take part, develop 

confidence and enjoy being active. It also recognises the high levels of pupil 

involvement, with children contributing as participants, leaders and 

ambassadors across a wide range of sporting events and activities.  
 

We are equally delighted to have received the Gold Woodland Trust Award, recognising the 

wide range of environmental and outdoor learning activities completed across the school. 

Throughout the year, pupils have taken part in projects that have helped them connect with 

nature, learn about biodiversity and develop a greater understanding of the environment. From 

tree-focused activities and outdoor learning experiences to conservation projects, our children 

have embraced every opportunity to learn beyond the classroom. 

As Florence W from Year 5 explained: 

“I feel that the Woodland Trust makes nature more alive. I found that the Tree Party and everything 
we do for trees makes people closer to nature itself.” 

Her words perfectly capture the enthusiasm and sense of connection that these activities inspire 

in our pupils. 
 

Supporting Our Outdoor Future 

Our commitment to sustainability continues to grow. We were delighted 

to recently hold a successful Sustainability Fair, organised by our pupil 

school council.  This  raised valuable funds towards the further 

development of our Outdoor Science and Well-being Area. 

We would also like to thank everyone in the school and wider community 

who has supported this project by placing blue tokens in the Tesco 

Stronger Starts voting boxes. Your support has been greatly appreciated, 

and we are excited to discover the outcome and the difference it could 

make to this important development. 

These achievements reflect the enthusiasm of our pupils, the dedication of 

our staff and the fantastic support we receive from families and the wider 

community. Thank you to everyone who has helped make these successes 

possible. 
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Space to discover. Space to grow. Space to belong.

Discover Sibford School

Local families are warmly invited to visit Sibford School and experience life at our co-

educational day and boarding school, which welcomes children from Early Years through 
to Sixth Form. 

 

Set in the heart of the village, Sibford is known for its friendly atmosphere, exceptional 
pastoral care and strong sense of community. Small class sizes and dedicated teachers 
help every student to develop confidence, curiosity and a love of learning. 
 

Alongside academic success, students enjoy a wide range of opportunities in sport, 
performing arts, outdoor education, technology, sustainability and horticulture, enabling 
them to discover their interests and follow their own path. 

 

Families considering future school places are encouraged to visit and see the school 
in action. Prospective families can also learn more about scholarship opportunities 
available for Senior School and Sixth Form entry in 2027. 

 

Upcoming Open Events 

 

• Friday 18 September 2026, 10.15am–12.00pm – Whole School Open Morning 

• Tuesday 13 October 2026, 6.00pm–8.00pm – Sixth Form Open Evening 

• Thursday 15 October 2026, 10.15am–12.00pm – Whole School Open Morning 

• Friday 13 November 2026, 10.15am–12.00pm – Junior School Open Morning 

 

To book a place, visit sibford.org.uk/events or call 01295 781203.
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QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering

directly to your home every Thursday

from 3.45 - 4.15

Beautiful British Seasonal Flowers!

Flower stall open Thursday to Sunday for Jars and

Bunches 9am-6pm

I also supply Bridal or DIY Bouquets and Gift Bouquets

for special occasions and Funeral Flowers

Contact Carolyn@Homecloseflowers .co.uk

07711 897902

Sustainable flowers, scented, seasonal, grown, not flown!

Local mature responsible

lady offering garden care -

no landscaping. Flexible

hours, one off or regular

visits, please call

07468487412 or email

agnewkp9596@gmail.com

“KP Garden Care"

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:agnewkp9596@gmail.com
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the

vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room

boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.

                

 

              Original Wooden Platters & Boards 
                            Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords   

 

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at 

Temple Mill.    Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for: 

~  Presentation  Food Theatre!  ~  Cake Boards  ~  Cheese Boards  ~  

~  Chopping Boards   ~   Serving Platters   ~   Etc ~ 

**   5th Wedding Anniversary:   

Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower.          Welcome to view. 
07580 597042  -  jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk  01295 780418 

    www.at-temple-mill.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Volunteering to join the Hall Management Team. Thank you to all the
volunteers who have stepped forward to support the Village Hall. As they
settle in, please remember that all hirers can help do their bit and tidy up
well after a session including sweeping the floor if it needs it. If you have just
a small amount of time to help with the management of the hall, please
consider a “bite-sized” job that could be done from home or online – see The
Sibfords website for more details. If you are given some volunteering time or a
volunteering day as part of your day-today job, please consider using this time
to support the Village Hall.

Thursday Community Cafe 2.30 – 4.30pm We would love to welcome new
members to come and join in the activities, have a chat and a cup of tea and
cake! There is no charge as these events are kindly sponsored by the Town
Estate Charity. From October 22nd the times will move forward to 2.00 –
4.00pm as the evenings get darker.

Book Swap Saturdays and Café continue: Sept 19th, Oct 17th, Nov 21st, Dec
12th 10am-12pm, Small Hall. Come and browse a large selection of books for all
ages and genres and have a drink and a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and
coffees available. It’s free to borrow books but donations welcome.

Fencing: please do not climb over the fence into the horse field. If your
football goes into the field, it will have to stay there until it gets thrown
back.

Parking space does not include the yellow hatched area as that is for
emergency access to the rear of the hall. Park on the field if needed.

Do not walk your dog in the field: Dogs are not allowed in the field or
grounds due to the risk of infection that they can pass on, especially to
children.

Security: Hirers, please double check that doors are locked after use. If you
see anything suspicious, please photograph it and report it.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our online booking system:
When paying, please include your name and the invoice number. Preferential
rates for village residents are only £12/hr (one hall); and £22/hr (both halls).
Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.
www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk.

Charlotte Davies, Village Hall Trustee

http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

FILM NIGHT

September's film is on Wednesday September 30th. The film is "The Dish"

July 1969. Apollo 11's astronauts will walk on the moon- and a huge satellite
dish outside a sheep-farming Australian town has been chosen to beam the live
footage globally.

The whole world is depending on scientist Cliff Buxton ( Sam Neil) who must
steer the eccentric crew who man the telescope through a sea of mishaps and
disasters that threatens to spoil the small town's finest hour. Watching over
them is a by-the-book NASA representative who can't quite understand their
quirky working methods.

A comical culture clash erupts in this effortlessly funny tale of how history's
biggest televised event was almost cancelled.

The Dish is a warm-hearted and hilarious comedy based on a true story of
what the world didn't see.

Rotten tomatoes review 100%

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30
Tea and coffee available or bring your own bottle.

Admission £5 Petra Berry

The Friendship Club meet on the Ist Tuesday in the Month.
Our meeting on Sept 1st we will meet our friend Troy which usually means a lot
of VERY competitive games.

Oct 6th the meeting will be REALLY interesting. We will have a legal eagle
visiting us with answers to questions on Will etc. We have had them before.
Always with information for us. Anyone who wants to come to this meeting are
welcome at 2pm in the small hall EveyBoughton
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SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,

specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,

pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS

Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES

AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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NATURE NOTES

Nature Notes September 2026 

It has certainly been a good year for butterflies. Chris Beach and Colin Lamb 

have both commented on this. Back on 7th July Colin recorded 12 species of 

butterfly on a short walk around the village. The most surprising was a Silver-

washed Fritillary which he managed to photograph. 

Chris also let me know that he had a juvenile Barred Grass snake in his garden 

pond. Since 2017, the Barred Grass snake has been considered a separate 

species and is the one found in the UK. 

Sitting in the garden we watched a juvenile Robin behaving strangely, fluffing 

up its feathers and rubbing itself on the ground. It was doing this for some 

time in the same place. I think it was probably ant-bathing to help remove 

parasites. 

While clearing the debris around our oil tank I found what is probably the 

largest toad I have ever seen. It had obviously found a cool, damp place to 

avoid the worst of the heat and drought. 

Our hardy Fuchsia seems to be one of the few plants in the garden that is 

thriving during this hot summer and is attracting large numbers of bees as 

well as being visited by a Humming-bird Hawk-moth.  

We have had several species of Dragonfly around the garden pond. They are 

considered to be the most efficient predators in the animal kingdom with a 

97% success rate. Lions for example only manage to kill 25% of the prey they 

attack. 

I was pleased to catch a Clifden Nonpareil moth in pristine condition. This 

moth became extinct in the UK in the mid 20th century but now appears to be 

breeding in the southern counties. 

Any contributions for the next Nature Notes would be most welcome (email to 

ajnewbold88@gmail.com. 

Andy and Gill Newbold 

Silver-washed fritillaryClifden Nonpareil
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Home Wanted to Rent

Looking for a 2 or 3-bedroom rental in

the Sibfords or nearby villages as

landlord is selling. Mother and child

looking to stay close to the local

school.

If you know of any available properties,

please get in touch via email:

georgina_anne@hotmail.com

LOOKING TO RENT A SMALL GARAGE OR PART

OF A BARN

Our garage is being demolished so looking for something

similar locally

For a car, bikes, few boxes etc

Availability - July onwards

Timings - flexible, month by month, could be up to 12 months

Any ideas welcome, please contact Will 07775 728772

mailto:georgina_anne@hotmail.com
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Great Tew

The Great Tew Park,
OX7 4AF

Interactive 
living 

history

Food & 
drink

Full day of 
activities

Battle 
reenactment

www.thesealedknot.org.uk @thesealedknotSTAY CONNECTED: @Sealed_Knot @TheSealedKnot1642

A battle for the Cotswolds

Entry only �20
Per family
(2 adults & 3 children)

Adult price �10

Concession price �5

August 30th & 

31st 2026

Opening times

11:00 – 17:00

The Sealed Knot

Love History? Live it with the Sealed Knot











mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
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