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EARTHWISE

TREE CARE

Serving North Oxfordshire, Warwickshire
Gloucestershire & Northamptonshire

Tree care with a conscience

Felling / Reductions & Crown Lifting
Pollarding / Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding / Dead Wooding
Tree Planting

Call for a quote from your friendly
local tree surgeon on

07806 753 862
*BASED OUT OF EPWELL*

www.earthwisetreecare.co.uk
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Bumper issue this month!
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EDb'sS THOUGHTS

We have for you:
Applefest (page 36)
Scarecrow Trail (page 38)
Sealed Knot (page 20)

Macmillan Coffee Morning (Page
30)

Broughton Grange Open Gardens
(page 28)

International Quaker Day (page
21)

Banbury Early Music Festival
(page 15)

Sunrise Challenge (page 7)

The Great 14th (page 33)

Thought for the month

"Do you remember the
Americans

Where did they go?"

Stephen Stills

Deadline for October
Issue

12 NOON - 18th September 2026

Cover picture :

Sibford Applefest

The Scene Team
Editor: Tony Skowronski (780490)
E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Advertising Mgr & Treasurer: Oonagh
O'Neill (788160)

E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

Distribution: Fiona Pidgeon

Distributors: Mollie Mulley, Chris
Fieldhouse, Mike Spring, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovatt, Petra Berry, Jean Scouse,
Aniela Duggins, Ivor Hopkyns, Clive
Warner, Briony Franklin, Selina Chard,
Maureen Hicks, Adrian Lamb, Megan
Gilkes, Sarah Gale, Sue Etherington-
Smith, Alice Pennell, Nicki Kitchen.

Advertising Rates

Quarter Page:

Black & White £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £6.00 (one off advert)
Colour £8.00 (one off advert)

Half Page: (Landscape only)

Black & White £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £10.00 (one off advert)
Colour £15.00 (one off advert)

Full Page:

Black & White £120.00 (10 issues)
Colour £170 (10 issues)

Black & White ££15.00 (one off advert)
Colour £25.00 (one off advert)

You can pay for ads directly into our
account: Sort Code: 60 01 35
Acct: 52612236
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village, please
call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferris). We are also lucky enough to have a really great village
website at: thesibfords.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

Win Cash Prizes

Sign up for the Sibford Village Hall Lottery for a chance to win a cash prize
every month!

For a one off payment of £48 and you could win a first prize of £75, second
prize of £45 or third prize of £30 in every monthly draw.

The lottery provides vital funds for the hall and in the last financial year
generated £1,648..

To find out how to make your payment contact Anne at crucialpr@macace.net

July winners were: 1st Veronique Tyrell , 2nd Nicola Durrant, 3rd Hannah
Lowbridge

August winners were: 1st, Elizabeth Irons, 2nd, Robin Spicer, 3rd, Amy
Brace.


mailto:crucialpr@macace.net

LETTERS AND NOTICES

BrAIN 225N

ol SHRUBFEST 2026 ey

To the residents of the Sibfords |

Thank you for continuing to support people affected by a brain tumour by
raising funds for The Brain Tumour Charity.

We're truly grateful for the amazing £2,000.00 raised by Nicola Durrant at
ShrubFest on 27th June 2026 in loving memory of David Tarring. A special
thanks to all of the performers and singers, anyone who donated a raffle prize
and everyone who so kindly donated and contributed to the event.

Thanks to your continued dedication, generosity and enthusiasm, we're moving
further, faster towards the changes that families affected by a brain tumour
so urgently need. You're speeding up the delivery of kinder, more-effective
treatments, you're fighting for faster diagnosis and you're connecting families
affected by a brain tumour with the right support at the right time.

2024 saw the first new treatment for brain tumours in decades being approved
for use in the NHS - the combination of treatment of dabrafenib and
trametinib. This breakthrough was built on research funded by The Charity
nearly 20 years ago and with your continued support we're committed to
making sure the brain tfumour community isn't waiting another 20 years for the
next big breakthrough.

Our team is always available if you'd like more information about the impact
of your fundraising or new ways to support the brain tumour community. Just
call 01252 749043 or email us at fundraising@thebraintumourcharity.org to
find out more.

Thank you once again for continuing to support our mission to make sure
everybody affected by a brain tumour lives a longer, better life. We simply
couldn’t do it without you.

With Kind regards,

Francesca Towson
On behalf of the Head of Community Fundraising
fundraising@thebraintumourcharity.org



Bespoke bathrooms, kitchens and carpentry
Fitted furniture

Plumbing and electrical works

Home improvements and renovations

From concept to completion
Exceptional value,

Hugo exceptional service
T: 01295 780355
Se or 07773 319239
E: hugo.seely@gmail.com

Tradding in the Sitfonds since 1992 Excellent references

uthorik

Do you need a helping hand to find the
mortgage, pension or investment
that’s right for you?

For Independent financial advice please
get in touch

a
SCR Financial

Call Sue for a free telephone consuitation

01295788475

sue@scrfinancial.co.uk

www.scrfinancial.co.uk

sod and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority FCAS 950587




LETTERS AND NOTICES

Our Surgery

Sibford surgery is now able to offer Covid vaccinations to registered patients
in eligible cohorts.

During our usual flu clinics at the village hall, we will be administering covid
vaccinations alongside flu vaccinations to eligible patients who would like one.

These clinics will take place during October initially. We may organise further
clinics should the need arise.

Simply contact the surgery to organise your flu and/or covid vaccinations.

Having your vaccinations with us is a huge support to the surgery. Hopefully
we will see you there!

Many thanks! The Sibford Surgery team.

"Sunrise Challenge" for the Katherine House Hospice

The hospice has organised their second Snowdon 'sunrise challenge' on 19
September - the challenge being to hike to the summit as the sunrises which
entails setting off at about 3.30am

I'm very appreciative of any monies that the villagers might be able to
contribute - a link to my JustGiving page is below, albeit that the link won't
work in hard copy The Scene, but residents can search ‘John Skinner KHH' on
the JustGiving website

John Skinner is fundraising for Katharine House Hospice - Banbury

Many thanks, John

RBL POPPY APPEAL.
Can anyone help? I am potentially short of people to do house-to-house
collections for this year's appeal. The appeal ruins from October 22 until
Remembrance Sunday and you would only need 2-3 hours collecting on your
patch. If you can help please contact me on either 01295 780731 or 07811
918926. Peter Abbott.
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-skinner-2

& Z\ Here at Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School, we are incredibly proud
A R to have achieved the Platinum School Games Award, the highest accolade
by Q v 5 available through the School Games programme, for a second time. This
q% p i award recognises the school's commitment to providing high-quality,

? Prima inclusive sporting opportunities and promoting positive participation in
physical activity.
A special thank you goes to our Sports Lead, Mrs Lauren Davies, whose
dedication, enthusiasm and hard work have been instrumental in securing
this recognition. The award highlights our strong inclusive practice in sport,
ensuring that every child has the opportunity to take part, develop
confidence and enjoy being active. It also recognises the high levels of pupil
involvement, with children contributing as participants, leaders and
ambassadors across a wide range of sporting events and activities.

We are equally delighted to have received the Gold Woodland Trust Award, recognising the
wide range of environmental and outdoor learning activities completed across the school.
Throughout the year, pupils have taken part in projects that have helped them connect with
nature, learn about biodiversity and develop a greater understanding of the environment. From
tree-focused activities and outdoor learning experiences to conservation projects, our children
have embraced every opportunity to learn beyond the classroom.

As Florence W from Year 5 explained:

"I feel that the Woodland Trust makes nature more alive. | found that the Tree Party and everything
we do for trees makes people closer to nature itself.”

Her words perfectly capture the enthusiasm and sense of connection that these activities inspire
in our pupils.

Supporting Our Outdoor Future

Our commitment to sustainability continues to grow. We were delighted
to recently hold a successful Sustainability Fair, organised by our pupil
school council. This raised valuable funds towards the further
development of our Outdoor Science and Well-being Area.

We would also like to thank everyone in the school and wider community
who has supported this project by placing blue tokens in the Tesco
Stronger Starts voting boxes. Your support has been greatly appreciated,
and we are excited to discover the outcome and the difference it could
make to this important development.

These achievements reflect the enthusiasm of our pupils, the dedication of
our staff and the fantastic support we receive from families and the wider
community. Thank you to everyone who has helped make these successes
possible.

To find out more about our wonderful, welcoming village school and the things that are going on in
each class, please take some time to visit our school website at
http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/
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% Sibford
Discover Sibford School

Local families are warmly invited to visit Sibford School and experience life at our co-
educational day and boarding school, which welcomes children from Early Years through
to Sixth Form.

Set in the heart of the village, Sibford is known for its friendly atmosphere, exceptional
pastoral care and strong sense of community. Small class sizes and dedicated teachers
help every student to develop confidence, curiosity and a love of learning.

Alongside academic success, students enjoy a wide range of opportunities in sport,
performing arts, outdoor education, technology, sustainability and horticulture, enabling
them to discover their interests and follow their own path.

Families considering future school places are encouraged to visit and see the school
in action. Prospective families can also learn more about scholarship opportunities
available for Senior School and Sixth Form entry in 2027.

Upcoming Open Events

e Friday 18 September 2026, 10.15am—-12.00pm — Whole School Open Morning
¢ Tuesday 13 October 2026, 6.00pm—8.00pm — Sixth Form Open Evening

e Thursday 15 October 2026, 10.15am—-12.00pm — Whole School Open Morning
e Friday 13 November 2026, 10.15am-12.00pm — Junior School Open Morning

To book a place, visit sibford.org.uk/events or call 01295 781203.




Beautiful British Seasonal Flowers!

Flower stall open Thursday to Sunday for Jars and
Bunches 9am-6pm

I also supply Bridal or DIY Bouquets and Gift Bouquets
for special occasions and Funeral Flowers

Contact Carolyn@Homecloseflowers .co.uk
07711 897902

Sustainable flowers, scented, seasonal, grown, not flown!

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET —

MARKLY

Proprietor: Robert Hill
hill42804@gmail.com
07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from
Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering
directly to your home every Thursday
from 3.45 - 4.15

&)

CEIMSEY @

A
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“KP Garden Care" ‘ﬁ'

Local mature responsible
lady offering garden care -
no landscaping. Flexible
hours, one off or regular
visits, please call
07468487412 or email
agnewkp9596@gmail.com



mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:agnewkp9596@gmail.com

% Original Wooden Platters & Boards
Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at
Temple Mill. Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for:
~ Presentation - Food Theatre! ~ Cake Boards ~ Cheese Boards ~
~ Chopping Boards ~ Serving Platters ~ Etc~
** 5t Wedding Anniversary: ‘Wood’ **
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower. Welcome to view.

07580 597042 - jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk - 01295 780418
www.at-temple-mill.co.uk

Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the
vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room
boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out
sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport
connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.
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VILLAGE HALL NEBWS

Volunteering to join the Hall Management Team. Thank you to all the
volunteers who have stepped forward to support the Village Hall. As they
settle in, please remember that all hirers can help do their bit and tidy up
well after a session including sweeping the floor if it needs it. If you have just
a small amount of time to help with the management of the hall, please
consider a “bite-sized” job that could be done from home or online - see The
Sibfords website for more details. If you are given some volunteering time or a
volunteering day as part of your day-today job, please consider using this time
to support the Village Hall.

Thursday Community Cafe 2.30 - 4.30pm We would love to welcome new
members to come and join in the activities, have a chat and a cup of tea and
cake! There is no charge as these events are kindly sponsored by the Town
Estate Charity. From October 22~ the times will move forward to 2.00 -
4.00pm as the evenings get darker.

Book Swap Saturdays and Café continue: Sept 19+, Oct 17+, Nov 21+, Dec
12~ 10am-12pm, Small Hall. Come and browse a large selection of books for all
ages and genres and have a drink and a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and
coffees available. It's free to borrow books but donations welcome.

Fencing: please do not climb over the fence into the horse field. If your
football goes into the field, it will have to stay there until it gets thrown
back.

Parking space does not include the yellow hatched area as that is for
emergency access to the rear of the hall. Park on the field if needed.

Do not walk your dog in the field: Dogs are not allowed in the field or
grounds due to the risk of infection that they can pass on, especially to
children.

Security: Hirers, please double check that doors are locked after use. If you
see anything suspicious, please photograph it and report it.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our online booking system:
When paying, please include your name and the invoice number. Preferential
rates for village residents are only £12/hr (one hall); and £22/hr (both halls).
Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.
www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk.

Charlotte Davies, Village Hall Trustee
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Stag s Head %
The Green, :
= Swalcliffe,

Banbury;,

Oxfordshire OX155E]

Tel: 01295788660

». Wwww.the-stags-head.co.uk i

-------------------------------------

Opening Times

Bar Restaurant )
Monday 12-2.30-5.00-to close | 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Tuesday 5.00-to close closed
Wednesday 12-2.30-5.00-to close | 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Thursday 12-2.30-5.00-to close | 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Friday 12-to close 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Saturday 12-to close 12-3.00-6.00-8.30
Sunday 12- 8.00 12-3.00 /

A lovely traditional thatched village pub, circa 1445. Open
fire for the colder weather & pretty pub garden with
countryside views covered pergola. Ales, Lagers, Cider,
Guinness, Bottle Beers, Spirits International & Greek
Wines. Lights Bites, Full Menu, Greek Dishes Sharing
Platters & Specials. Local Products

We Have over 35 Years Experience in Hospitality
We can also Cater for small Parties and weddings
Contact us to Discuss your Requirements
Check our website for up Coming Events

Greek Night Last Saturday of Every Month
Book in Advance

Two B&B Rooms

Check our website for up Coming Events
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FILM NIgHT

SPteber‘s film is on Wednesday September 30th. The film is "The Dish"

July 1969. Apollo 11's astronauts will walk on the moon- and a huge satellite
dish outside a sheep-farming Australian town has been chosen to beam the live
footage globally.

The whole world is depending on scientist Cliff Buxton ( Sam Neil) who must
steer the eccentric crew who man the telescope through a sea of mishaps and
disasters that threatens to spoil the small town's finest hour. Watching over
them is a by-the-book NASA representative who can't quite understand their
quirky working methods.

A comical culture clash erupts in this effortlessly funny tale of how history's
biggest televised event was almost cancelled.

The Dish is a warm-hearted and hilarious comedy based on a true story of
what the world didn't see.

Rotten tomatoes review 100%

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30
Tea and coffee available or bring your own bottle.

Admission £5 Petra Berry

(‘:; FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Friendship Club meet on the Ist Tuesday in the Month.
Our meeting on Sept 1st we will meet our friend Troy which usually means a lot
of VERY competitive games.

Oct 6th the meeting will be REALLY interesting. We will have a legal eagle
visiting us with answers to questions on Will etc. We have had them before.
Always with information for us. Anyone who wants to come to this meeting are
welcome at 2pm in the small hall EveyBoughton
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BANBURY
EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL

r 26-27 SEPTEMBER 2026 ‘

GONZAGA BAND - BLONDEL

THE LITTLESONG PARTY
LINAROL CONSORT - LYNDA SAYCE

b ENSEMBLE AUGELLETTI 4

CONCERTS - WORKSHOPS - MAKERS
PERFORMANCE PLATFORMS

www.banburyearlymusicfestival.com
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OPUS
Property
Services Ltd

01285 780652
07816592124

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR
CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

Pattern book room for you

to browse Fabric designs | g . .

. . . All aspecls o (O] mainlenance
Curtains, Blinds & Cushions P s fars

and refurtishment undertaken ram

Loose covers & Lamsphade making replacement light bulbs and tap
Headboards & bedspreads washers to new cellings and floors.
Curtain poles & tracks Plumbing, tiling, wood flooring, floor

renovation, under floor heating.
plastering. clectrics, decarating, damp
easatss. proofing. carpentry, locka, drains,
kilc:berns, halhraoms el

New Sofas & chairs & reupholstery

ae®

07845 215814 Call us or visit our webaite for
ann@annwoolgrove.com | ann@yarnhill.co.uk more Information:

www.annwoolgrove.com www.opusps.co.uk

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,
specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,
pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning
We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask
Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am-1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES
AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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NATURE NOTES

Nature Notes September 2026

It has certainly been a good year for butterflies. Chris Beach and Colin Lamb
have both commented on this. Back on 7" July Colin recorded 12 species of

butterfly on a short walk around the village. The most surprising was a Silver-
washed Fritillary which he managed to photograph.

Chris also let me know that he had a juvenile Barred Grass snake in his garden
pond. Since 2017, the Barred Grass snake has been considered a separate
species and is the one found in the UK.

Sitting in the garden we watched a juvenile Robin behaving strangely, fluffing
up its feathers and rubbing itself on the ground. It was doing this for some
time in the same place. | think it was probably ant-bathing to help remove
parasites.

While clearing the debris around our oil tank | found what is probably the
largest toad | have ever seen. It had obviously found a cool, damp place to
avoid the worst of the heat and drought.

Our hardy Fuchsia seems to be one of the few plants in the garden that is
thriving during this hot summer and is attracting large numbers of bees as
well as being visited by a Humming-bird Hawk-moth.

We have had several species of Dragonfly around the garden pond. They are
considered to be the most efficient predators in the animal kingdom with a
97% success rate. Lions for example only manage to kill 25% of the prey they
attack.

| was pleased to catch a Clifden Nonpareil moth in pristine condition. This
moth became extinct in the UK in the mid 20" century but now appears to be
breeding in the southern counties.

Any contributions for the next Nature Notes would be most welcome (email to

ajnewbold88@gmail.com.

Andy and Gill Newbold

Clifden Nonpareil Silver-washed fritillary
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RED HORSE VALE

Red Horse Vale are a long established and
family run distributor of Fuels for heating and
vehicles, as well as Building, Farm and Garden

Supplies.

Solid Fuels * Logs and Kindling Wood
Gas in Cylinders e Central Heating Oil
Farm Oils e Sand and Ballast
Postcrete ¢ Cement o Slabs
Fencing Materials e Garden Supplies
Top Soil « Composts ¢ Flower Pots
Wood Chippings ® Animal Feeds

Call us for a free quotation!
OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY
8am to 5pm
www.redhorsevale.co.uk
01926 642 832
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422), Oxhill,
Warwickshire, CV35 0RP

Visiting Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Julia Edwards p.pod. M. vch.s. s. Rch.

State Registered

Special rate £40/visit
Chipping Norton - Sibford - Hook Norton
Call 07854 968377 to arrange a home visit
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LOOKING TO RENT A SMALL GARAGE OR PART
OF A BARN

Our garage is being demolished so looking for something
similar locally

For a car, bikes, few boxes etc
Availability - July onwards
Timings - flexible, month by month, could be up to 12 months

Any ideas welcome, please contact Will 07775 728772

Home Wanted to Rent
Looking for a 2 or 3-bedroom rental in
the Sibfords or nearby villages as
landlord is selling. Mother and child
looking to stay close to the local
school.

If you know of any available properties,

please get in touch via email:
georgina anne(@hotmail.com
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I'HE GREAT TEW ESTATE

GREAT TEW

A BALTLEE FOR THE COTSWOLDS
\W
“\

THE GREAT TEW PARK;
OX74AF

™\
3

INTIEI\*%\&WE ‘ FULL DAY OF BATTLE
HllSTORY ACTIVITIES REENACTMENT

ENTRY ONLY AUGUST 30™ &
PER FAMILY 31T 2026

(2 ADULTS & 3 CHILDREN) -
ADULT PRICE OPENING TIMES

CONCESSION PRICE 11:00 - 17:00

e A
STAY CONN ECTED: www.thesealedknot.org.uk O @thesealedknot X @Sealed_Knot (3 @TheSealedKnot1642
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Sibford Gower Quaker Meeting House

A welcoming space for your celebrations, visitors and community

Planning a birthday, anniversary or family gathering? Expecting a full
house and need a little extra space when friends and family are visiting
the village?

Why not consider Sibford Gower Quaker Meeting House as your local venue -
or provide your visitors with a peaceful place to stay?

. Meeting House hire from £12 per hour
. Overnight accommodation through Champing (champing.co.uk)
from £55 per adult

What do we offer?

. A fully equipped kitchen

. Fully accessible bathroom, including baby-changing facilities
. A children’s playroom

. Off-road parking

. Disabled access

. Beautiful, peaceful grounds in the heart of Sibford Gower

Whether you need somewhere for a family celebration, a community gathering,
or some extra accommodation for visiting friends and relatives, the Meeting
House could be just what you are looking for.

To find out more or discuss your plans, please contact the Clerk:
sibford@banburyeveshamquakers.org.uk

Curious about the Quakers in Sibford?
Have you lived in the village for years but know very little about the Quakers?
Perhaps you have wondered what happens inside the Meeting House, what

Quaker worship is like, or would simply like to learn more about the history of
the Meeting House and its burial ground?

Join us on Sunday 4th October for International Quaker Day.

Everyone is welcome, whether you know something about Quakers already or
have never visited a Quaker Meeting House before.

10.00am - A short history tour of the Meeting House and grounds
10.30am - Meeting for Worship
11.00am - Coffee and cake

Come along, have a look around, meet some local Quakers and enjoy a cup of
tea/coffee and a slice of cake.

For more information contact: sibford@banburyeveshamquakers.org.uk

We look forward to welcoming you!



PILATES IN SIBFORD
Private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279 Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.
#MadelnSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com
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B> YOU KNOW?

Education in the Sibfords - Our Village School - Part 6

Major alterations in 1960 meant that the whole school emptied and classes
were carried out in the Village Hall and Mission Room. This continued until
March 1961 when the new hall was opened and two converted classrooms were
reoccupied. The cost of these modernisations was about £15,000. By 1967
numbers had risen to 113 and school was organised into four classes, one of
which was held in the Village Hall. Work started on land, also owned by the
Town Estate Charity, on the opposite side of the road. The new building would
provide an open-plan class unit for the infant and lower junior children. This
was ready in July 1968 and resulted in the split site school which still remains
and which, with great increases in local traffic, continues to provide challenges
to staff, parents and pupils alike. One of the benefits was the large playing
field attached to the new site providing much greater scope for school games
and outdoor learning.

Village children have been joined by all children from the villages of Epwell,
Swalcliffe and Tadmarton as the schools in those villages gradually closed. A
bus service has continued to deliver children on a daily basis although with a
greater degree of parental choice village children sometimes attend a different
primary provision. Sibford School now offers private education from aged 3 -
18 years of age and attracts home buyers to the Sibfords who wish to take
advantage of their specialised provision for their children.

The increase in the number of working mothers has also had an impact. Pre-
school Playgroups, which required parental support and fundraising, have largely
given way to private or State Nursery Schools which can provide all-day care.
In September 2010, the Department for Education introduced an entitlement to
15 hours of free childcare/nursery provision per week for all 3 and 4-year-olds
in England. In 2013, it extended this to include 2-year-olds from disadvantaged
families. In 2014 this provision was increased to 30 hours per week and in
September 2025 this was further extended to include children aged 9 months
to 3 years. Nursery provision is now available for children who will move into
the Reception Class in the year in which they are five. In addition, Breakfast
Club and after-school care provision provides wrap-around care for children who
have working parents or carers and has become a requirement for many
families. It has extended the school day for younger children and put an
additional burden on the Primary School administration to recruit and retain
suitable staff to run these sessions outside of school hours.

Maureen Hicks
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House Sitter wanted
Can you help? | need a house
sitter for four nights from
Tuesday 27 October. There are
two dogs to feed but they don’t
need walking as they have a
large garden to exercise in. Rural
location off Shutford Road.
Sue Tompkins, 01295 780 541

sgi?tic Tank
Store

Stay in style
in the Sibfords

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER
30 YEAR'’S EXPERIENCE

Sumptuous self-catering

Sewage Treatment Plant installation

Newly refurbished self-catering accommodation Irrigation and waterpipe
set in stunning private gardens with heated Rain harvesting

swimming pool, tennis court and croquet lawn. 3 )
4 beds, 5 bathrooms. Sleeps 8 (plus 4 in the Dramage projects
main house for larger groups). Outdoor electrical works

Private dinners also catered for up to 16 guests.

Contact Sally Wass

T: 01295780104

E: sally.wass@btinternet.com
www.holmbyhouse.com

O | m by Contact us for friendly advice
O u S e www.theseptictankstore.co.uk

T: 01295 236101  E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.uk
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SBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Sibford Strollers
Future dates: 10 September, 24 September, 8 October, 22 October.

departure from VH at 10 sharp, therefore be there by latest 9.55. I won't
announce destination in advance but choose acggrding to mud factor. They
might be on foot from VH ora short drive to start/finish point. Any queries to
me on 07711 131399 or sebannister@gmail.com welcome. Future dates will be
added.

Sibford Striders
My wife has been conducting research on the Sibford summer party circuit and
advises me that the branding ‘Sibford Striders’ is putting people off. The image
conveyed is that of a group of super-fit athletes striding powerfully
with purposeful and energetic gait. My purpose is to assure you all that this
rather over-rates both the fitness and the speed. Whatever might once have
been the ambitions of the various members, they are now, to contrast
interpretations of a classic saga, rather less Christopher Nolan’s Odysseus than
Tennyson ‘s Ulysses...

The main gain from setting two hours rather than one is that we enable the
group to explore a little more widely the wonderful countryside around the
Sibfords, over twenty miles both north and south, and still return by 12 noon.
Please don’t let the branding deter you from joining.

Walks will take place on Wednesday 2 September, Wednesday 16 September
and Wednesday 30 September, departing village hall at 09.30. We aim to
return to the Village hall by 12 noon.

There is a Sibford Walkers WhatsApp group: if you would like to join this
please contact Christopher Steane +44 7703 719749

FOOTPATHS

Our footpath warden is.....Allan Smith , Arundel House, Backside Lane
07447 423043. Any problems or complaints, then please contact Allan.
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D&D Enterprises

DAVE & DAUGHTERS
PAINTING & DECORATING

TEL: 07734 679 251
@: DAVE@DANDDENTERPRISES.CO.UK

W: WWW.DANDDENTERPRISES:CO.UK

For all your local Painting & Decorating Services

Internal & External
Domestic & Commercial
Fully Insured

Free, No Obligation Quote

% % Y% %

www.danddenterprises.co.uk

Jocke & Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors — Est 1853

Offices at Brailes, Shipston,
Kineton and Wellesbourne

01608 685 274

For more information about our services,
to view our funeral announcements
and online donations, please visit

o www.rlockeandson.co.uk

As a family owned business serving our
local area, we take great pride in offering

GOLDEN CHARTER »’ .....
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2o  SIBFORDPS HISTORY SOCIETY

[

On Thursday 18th June Lizzy Rowe, the Oxfordshire-based art historian who
has visited Sibford several times, delighted us with her talk on John Piper, the
neo-romantic artist , with illustrations of some of his vast body of works: his
landscapes, shell guides and stained -glass church windows. Every Oxford
college has a work by John Piper and Lizzy gave us a list of places to visit,
including New College Chapel, where his work can be admired.

We also learned about his life (1903 - 1992), the death of his brother in WW1,
his marriage to Myfanwy and their home Fawley Bottom Cottage, his friendship
with John Betjeman..How does she do it in less than an hour? Wonderful, as
always.

On 16th July Mike and Penny Spring spoke to a full village hall with their
presentation about Sibford School. Mike began teaching in the Art Department
in 1981, and Penny joined the staff five years later. Together they have given
the school seventy years of service! They took us through the history of the
Friends School right from the very beginning up to the present day., with just
the right amount of humorous anecdotes to make it entertaining as well as very
informative.

The school opened on January 1st 1842.The very first pupil to enter the school, The
Manor House, was Lucy Endall, aged nine, and she brought with her an impressive
trunk full of clothes! At the beginning the school was very austere, as can be seen
in the ‘List of Rules and Advices’, and those pupils would be amazed at how different
life is now for their successors.

There have been thirteen Heads since the first one, Richard Routh, and the school
continues to flourish as a vital part of our community.

Our next talk will be on Thursday 17th September: Dale Johnston is Events and
Exhibitions Manager at Banbury Museum. His talk is about the female munitions
workers during the World Wars, who kept the allied front lines supplied with
weapons and explosives. They earned their nickname because prolonged exposure
to toxic chemicals like TNT fturned their skins and hair a bright yellow.

Village Hall doors open at 7.15p.m. and the talk begins at 7.30p.m. Light
refreshments will be served after the talk. Visitors £5. Diana Hughes

27



CHARITY OPEN GARDENS EVENING
Broughton Grange
Wykham Lane, Banbury OX15 5DS
Wednesday 16" September 2026
6pm-8pm

Entry £13
Limited places for private tour of gardens with head gardener £7

Light refreshments available
Plus local hand made pottery for sale

All proceeds from evening go to the residents of Agnes Court, Banbury.
A Leonard Cheshire home for young disabled people.
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i ‘M:',I HORT! SOCIETY

I devoutly hope that by the time you read this it will have rained and that your
garden will less resemble a dust bowl and more the beloved place that you once
knew.

A quick reminder that there will be no Horti meeting in September but that our
Meetings resume on 14th October with Diane Clement who is coming to talk to
us about A garden for all seasons Diana Thompson

SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

The continuing fine weather gave us the opportunity to begin our July meeting
at the Millennium Wood in Sibford Gower, where the wide variety of tree
species offered plenty of opportunity to frame interesting and attractive
photographs of fruits, seeds and leaves, as well as tree bark and structures.
After an hour or so, we walked back to the Village Hall, where we showed
members' images on the topic of Holidays. These included landscapes, street
scenes, seascapes, beach scenes, portraits and nature shots, so there was a
wide variety that kept us all entertained.

On 25th August, we watched a video presentation about photographing London,
in which there were things to be learned relevant to framing images in any
city. We also reviewed members' images from July's session in the Millennium
Field and on the monthly topic of "Blurred/Out of focus", allowing members to
show creativity in how they make their images. The idea of this topic is to
include photographs where blurred or out of focus elements form a significant
part of the image. Techniques such as intentional camera movement, panning,
and backlighting a subject to produce softly patches of light in the background

were all evident in the many beautiful images shown.

At our meeting on 29th September, we will enjoy a talk by Paul Friend.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you have an interest
in photography with a camera or phone, please contact Colin Lamb

at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295 780357. We generally meet on the

last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the small hall at the Village Hall.
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o Free Callout & Diagnosis

o Laptops, Desktops & Tablets
o Home & Office Visits

e Secure Remote Help

o Monthly Cover Option

e Mac & PC Support

o Supply of New Machines

o Hardware Repairs/Upgrades

o Software Repairs/Upgrades
d o Wireless Setups/Networking
sfaction £ Q
ur money S~

Fully qualified, locally based business
is here to help With all your home and
small business
however trivial
complex they m

Why spend hours or
even days trying ‘Fo fix
a problem when a fast
and reliable expert
service is literally
around the corner?

= -
yo!

or
S plus

A personal, profess “back -

service with a smile ‘5 i‘ii‘o:- >

at very reasonable r. Sns .’37:&

(Qualifications and 1D

Call: 01608 657010
Email: support@pc-help-4u.co.uk

e New Installations

e Backup Solutions

e Antivirus & Security

o Web Design & Hosting

ded on request)

ebsite: www.pc-help-4u.co.uk

Macmillan Coffee Morning

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

RIGHT THERE WITH YOU

You can help raise money for Macmillan Cancer by supporting
a coffee morning on Friday September 25" at 2 Barley Close.
Come along between10.30 and 4pm for a cuppa and some
cake and the chance to win some great raffle prizes.

Petra Berry who has been hosting a Macmillan coffee morning
for many years said:

“‘Everyone is welcome. We want to raise as much money as
possible for this amazing charity.”
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SCAM ALERT

1. Don't get fleeced by digital pickpockets. Victims are being convinced by
fraudsters to transfer large sums of money out of their accounts for 'security
purposes'. These digital wallets ( such as Apple Pay and Google Pay ) are being
targeted by criminals to go on contactless spending sprees. Most of these
wallets rely on one-time passcodes (OTPs) for security checks. Fraudsters pose
as employees of a Bank's fraud department to convince the victim that his
account is under attack and persuading him to share the OTP. The net result
is an outrageous contactless spending spree.

2. A scam email impersonating Amazon using accurate logos and branding
informing you that 'unusual activity 'has been detected on your Amazon
account. It goes on to advise you that your account is ‘temporarily on hold". You
are then provided with a dodgy link to follow to sign into your account to
restore access. DON'T.

Scam emails like this can be reported by forwarding them to '
report@phishing.gov.uk' and websites to the National Cyber Security Centre.

3. Watch out for a sneaky scam text which claims your 'parking payment
remains outstanding from your latest parking activity'. You are encouraged to
visit an 'official website' for details which contains a link to a fake RingGo
website, efc,efc.

4 It's too long winded to fit in here, but be v.careful about a scam Aldi air-
con. It looks great particularly in tis weather, and the price has been reduced
from £474 to £150. Apparently there are only 11 left in stock !!!

Many thanks to Which ? Scam Alerts.
Rain is promised soon !!!

Peter Hine
Watch Co-ord. Sibford and Burdrop. Tel: 788830.
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.
Atlas
Pest and Wildlife
Control
Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
rodents, insects etc.
Call Phil
07768 111491

01295 367066
Never beaten on price or

professionalism

@ Registration R M H
Services

ER MAINTENANCE

Oil Boiler Servicmg
Oil Aga Servicing
New 0il Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156

Emergency Breakdowns: O 7 9 7 3 1 2 8 9 8 7
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Something really special is coming to the Village Hall at 2.30pm on Saturday 19+
September: a screening of The Great 14~ Tenzin Gyatso. It tells the story of
the 14" Dalai Lama in his own words: uniquely and exclusively featuring Tenzin
Gyatso as both subject and narrator as he presents the full arc of his epic and
very public life. Based on intimate conversations, it's a portrait both profound
and inspiring. From childhood to adulthood, through his lifelong quest for
democracy, the true nature of power and the nobility of our humanity is
revealed. It's a story - and a film - for the ages.

There will be a brief introductory talk by Tenzin Kunga, Secretary to the
Representative of the Dalai Lama at the Office of Tibet, London.

Presented by Sibfords for Tibet. The film is quite costly to hire, but any profits
will be given to a Tibetan charity.

Tickets are £10 for adults, free for school-age children, and can be purchased in
advance (preferably) from

. Diana 01295 788 214, dianahughesonline@gmail.com
. Sue 01295 780 541, fompkinssue2@gmail.com

and also at the door, open from 1.45pm, when non-alcoholic refreshments will be
served.

For further information, and to watch a two-minute trailer, visit the village
website at https://thesibfords.uk/thegreatl4th

Polly

Please will you remember Polly from Banbury in your weekly food shop? If you
could add an extra tin of something which she or her people could use, it would
be much appreciated. Any donations can be left in the wicker bins in the
church porch and we will see that Polly gets them.

Many thanks

Diana Thompson
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THE VILLAGE SHOP
HOOK NORTON PC Problems

*Natioral Lottany® a+ qualified
ELZE BT 2 2 (2 o Windows ;C Technician
Spirnts - Confactionary - Nawspapars
Magazinas - Cards - Botlad Gas
Opan Monday to Friday

repairs — upgrades - advice

Sampd pm
Saturday & am to & prm Contact Dan on:
Sunday & am to 6 pm
Telke phone: 01608 737245 01295 788766

or preferably

email me: depctex@gmail.com

Please note: On Sunday, we open

at 9am

ANNEXE TO RENT

Private, comfortable furnished space in Sibford Gower,
available from mid September
Ideal for a professional or quiet tenant looking for an

independent living space
* Self-contained and private

* Ensuite wet room
* Kitchenette
* Fitted wardrobes and cupboards
* Clean, bright and easy to maintain
* Suitable for one person
* Monday to Friday preferred
* No smoking
* References will be required

To arrange a viewing, call or text: 07796 170169
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Holy Trinity Church

Services and events

Sunday 6 September 10.30am Benefice Service at Sibford

Sunday 13 September 8.00am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Lay led service

Sunday 20 September 9.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 27 September 11.00am Harvest Festival

Saturday 12 September Oxfordshire Historic Churches Ride and Stride. Anyone
wishing to do this please contact Barbara Foster on email
freespririt41@icloud.com Half of money raised goes to OHCT and half to Holy
Trinity. Drinks and snacks available to riders and walkers in church.

Wednesday 16 September From 9.30am Pop Up Coffee shop. Do come and
bring your friends

Sunday 27 September The Harvest Festival Service at 11.00am will celebrate
the gathering in of the harvest. We welcome everyone to this service as to all
services whatever faith or none. Following the service there will be a bring and
share lunch in the Village Hall to which we welcome everyone even if not
attending the service to make this a real community event. Please bring a plate
of food to share - savoury or sweet.

The collection in church will be for The Farming Community Network.

This charity supports farmers, their families and others affiliated to farming,
giving support for many conditions and help with new regulations that come.
They also work with Macmillan Cancer Support and is contactable 365 days of
the year.

Please bring donations of food for Polly who feeds the homeless in Banbury
every day of the year, ideally tins or packets.

We look forward to seeing many of you.
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SIBFORD APPILEF

Our popular village annual Apple Festival comes round again on Saturday
3" October 2026 from noon until 5.30pm celebrating all things apples and

our village! Z : (B

Get busy baking! Enter your favourite apple bake in the Big Applefest Bake- Off
Competition. Free entry. Classes for adults and children under 6, 7-11 and 12 and
above. Bring your entry to the Village Hall between 9 and 11 on the 3rd for the
chance to win a coveted Bake Off rosette.

A wonderful mix of non-stop dancing , singing and music is on offer. A veritable
cornucopia of talented locals covering an array of musical genres - from rock
(R&G) and folk/classical to acoustic (Main Street) including the lustrous
harmonies of our very own Belles Singers as well as the very talented youngsters
from Sibford Young Performers with a smattering of Morris Dancing and maybe a
few surprises in-between - there’s something for everyone!

Chindren Fun & Games
Little ones can join in the fun with art, games and craft activities celebrating the
// apple and some of our much loved children’s stories!

Besides our lovely village, this is all about the Apple.... weighing down the trees all
around village. There will be an apple drop off point at the village hall from
Thursday, 1** October for any spare apples you may have for pressing.

The delicious food stalls and bar will be back. In addition to the raffle, there will

also be a tombola. If anyone has any donations/unwanted gifts (large or small)

please contact Alex on 07500 441992 - all gratefully received. The Primary School
E‘S CONCCOULS will celebrate the apple with their annual art festival.

Our village Scarecrow theme for 2026 is Children’s Stories & Nursery Rhymes! Bring
your favourite characters to life—from the Hungry Caterpillar and the Gruffalo to
the BFG. Get creative, have fun and make your scarecrow one to remember!his year.

Get it out there from 26 Sept SA‘[URDAY 3 OCTOBER
for more information follow Sibeord

instagram page or tune into Sibford

daily email 2PM TILL 5PM
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3 6{ THE SIBFORDS "w{‘
" SCARECROW TRAIL

» THEME: CHILDREN'S STORIES & NURSERY RHYMES ¢

PART OF SIBFORD APPLEFEST ON 3 OCTOBER
@SIBFORD_SCARECROWTRAIL

CREATE A
SCARECROW AND
PLACE OUTSIDE
YOUR HOME
FROM

26/09/2026

To enter competition email
joanneconnor@rocketmail.com

ooooooooooooooooooooooo

VOTE FOR YOUR WINNER
AT APPLEFEST

Made with PosterMyWall.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
1/8/15/22nd - Bridge Club - Villge Hall - 7pm

Ist - Friendship Club - Village Hall 2pm
2nd - Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms llam
4th - Mens' Breakfast Club - The George, Brailes - 9.30am

16th - Broughton Grange open gardens - 6-8pm
17th - SHS meeting "Banbury Museum" - Village Hall 7.30pm

19th- Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall 10am - 12pm
22nd - Model Railway club - Village Hall 12pm

25th - Macmillan Coffee Morning - 2 Barley Close - 10.30-4pm
29th - Sibford Photography Club - Village Hall - 7pm

29th - SGPC Meeting - Village Hall - 7pm
30th - Film Night "The Dish " Village Hall 7.30pm

BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 8th; 22nd;
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 1st; 15th; 29th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:
Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

75 SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

Sibford Ferris - Banbury

M-F: 6.19, 8.37, 11.07, 13.32, 17.34. Sat: 6.56, 8.35, 11.09, 13.32, 17.22

Banbury - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 6.50 (Term time), 7.05 (Hols), 11.40; 14.30; 18.00

Sat: 11.40, 14.30, 17.40

Sibford Ferris - Stratford

M-F: 7.13 (Term time), 7.28 (Hols), 12.03, 14.53, 18.23. No service on Sundays or
Sat: 12.03, 14.53, 18.03 Bank Holidays
Stratford - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 5,40, 7.30, (Term Time), 7.35 (Hols), 10.30, 12.50, 16.25. Sat: 6.17, 7.57, 10.30, 12.50, 16.40



Your Local
Locksmith.

LECKFIT

24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES

Annalisa Sederholm

yoga massage

an invitation to create space for stillness, energy & peace

07928098018

info@organic-living.co.uk
www.organic-living.co.uk

39




SIBFORD VILLAGE HAL LOCAL 1OGS
FLOW YOGA DELIVERED

WEDNESDAYS 9-10AM
CHAIR YOGA Two Yrs barn dried
O AYS 10-11 8" and 12" available

N M

Also available bagged
kindling.

YIN YOGA
EVERY 2 WEEKS

ANY ENQUIRIES TO:
IETTES3@BTINTERNET.COM

0j7703 836856

07816 379 836

The Forge Garage (Brailes) Ltd

Your local, family-run garage.

MOT’s, Servicing, Air Conditioning, Diagnostics and In-Depth Repair Work

Pump attended fuel station also selling Calor gas, kindling, coal, BBQ coal
We’'re here to help so please contact us today on 01608 685247 if you have any questions
about your vehicle, or for a free no-obligation quote.

https://www.theforgegarage.co.uk/
Telephone: 01608 685247;
Email: enquiries@theforgegarage.co.uk

BRAILES
B




