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Advert ising Mgr & Treasurer : Oonagh
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E: Advert sibf ordscene@gmail.com

Dist r ibut ion: Fiona Pidgeon

Dist r ibut ors: Mollie Mulley, Chr is
Fieldhouse, Mike Spr ing, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovat t , Pet ra Berry, Jean Scouse,
Aniela Duggins, I vor Hopkyns, Clive
Warner, Br iony Franklin, Selina Chard,
Maureen Hicks, Adr ian Lamb, Megan
Gilkes, Sarah Gale, Sue Et her ingt on-
Smit h, Alice Pennell, Nicki Kit chen.

Advert ising Rat es
Quar t er Page:

Black & Whit e £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e £6.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £8.00 (one of f advert )

Hal f Page: (Landscape only)

Black & Whit e £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e £10.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £15.00 (one of f advert )

Ful l Page:

Black & Whit e £120.00 (10 issues)

Colour £170 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e ££15.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £25.00 (one of f advert )

You can pay f or ads direct ly int o our
account : Sort Code: 60 01 35
Acct : 52612236

Thought f or t he mont h

Deadl ine f or Sept ember
I ssue

12 NOON - 18t h August 2026

Cover pict ure :

'Collect ing Sap' by St uart Ralph
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ED'S THOUGHTS

Hello!

Aren't t hese summer days
wonderf ul!

A bit of a change t his mont h
wit h a couple of great pict ures
f orm t he Sibf ord Pht oography
Club (f ront cover and page 33)

Event s in t he Sibf ords over t he
next couple of mont hs include:

Applef est - dat e TBC. Wat ch
t his space

July 11t h - Char it y Yoga f or a
local Leonard Cheshire Home (see
page 28)

August 29t h - Hort i Annual Show

'Oh, and when you held my hand

I knew t hat it was now or never

Those were t he best days of my
lif e'

Bryan Adams'
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

I f you are new t o t he Sibf ords and would like any advice on our vil lage, please
call I vor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferr is). We are also lucky enough t o have a really great vil lage
websit e at : t hesibf ords.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

WI N SOME CASH!

Support t he Sibf ord Village Hall lot t ery f or a chance t o win a cash pr ize every

mont h of t he year.

Join f or j ust a one of f payment of £48 and you could win a f irst pr ize of £75,

second pr ize of £45 or t hird pr ize of £30 in every mont hly draw.

The lot t ery provides vit al f unds and in t he last f inancial year generat ed £1,648

t owards vil lage hall f unds.

To f ind out how t o make your payment cont act Anne at crucialpr@macace.net

June winners were: 1st Joan Davies, 2nd Liz Kirkman, 3rd Sue Cook.

CONGRATULATI ONS!!

mailto:crucialpr@macace.net
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

Sibf ord Hor t i Summer Show
Sat urday 29t h August

(ent ry night Wednesday 26t h August )

Schedule will be available online on t he vil lage websit e t o down load.

Sibf ord Open Gardens

A big t hank you t o everyone t hat came out and support our NGS open gardens
af t ernoon. We had smashing weat her, a br il l iant t urnout t o visit t he beaut if ul
gardens t hat opened and a superb t ea was provided at t he vil lage hall in aid of
t he Church. All in all a br il l iant af t ernoon and many t hanks t o all t hose who
helped.

Carolyn Whit e, Home Close Flowers

Sibf ord Cr icket Club Fundraiser

We are want ing t o invit e t he vil lages t o t he game if t hey f ancy coming t o
wat ch and enj oy Food and a Bar and a Raf f le et c. Funds go t owards new
covers f or t he Sibf ord and Swalclif f e Cr icket Clubs and t he School. (See page 9
f or more det ais) Simon George

Come along t o Sibf ord Village Hall on Sat urday July 11t h and t ake part in a

f un- f il led f und- raising morning.

Br ing your yoga mat and t ake part in t he drop in yoga session Ð all abil it ies

welcome. No need t o book j ust t urn up bet ween 11 and 1pm .and j oin in.

Families can t ake part in a f un run wit h obst acles on t he vil lage hall f ield

and t here will be ref reshment s, a f abulous raf f le and t ombola.

All money raised will go t o t he resident s of a Leonard Cheshire char it y home

in Banbury.

The home, Agnes Court is a resident ial home providing nursing care f or

disabled people under 65.

A small group of parent s, f amily and f r iends help raise f unds which make a
big dif f erence t o resident s Ð allowing f or ext ras such as some t r ips away,
ent er t ainment , or f lowers f or t he garden. (see page 14 f or more det ails)

Get moving f or char it y
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Dat e t o b e con f i r m ed
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QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from
Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering
directly to your home every Thursday
from 3.45 - 4.15

Beautiful British Seasonal Flowers!

Flower stall open Thursday to Sunday for Jars and
Bunches 9am-6pm

I also supply Florist and Bridal Bouquets and Gift
Buckets for special occasions and Funeral Flowers

Contact Carolyn@Homecloseflowers .co.uk

07711 897902

Sustainable flowers, scented, seasonal, grown, not flown!

Local mature responsible
lady offering garden care -
no landscaping. Flexible
hours, one off or regular

visits, please call
07468487412 or email

agnewkp9596@gmail.com

ÒKP Garden Care"

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:agnewkp9596@gmail.com
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the

vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room

boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
l indalaneyolo@gmail.com.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Volunt eer Hal l Management Team We st il l need more volunt eers wit h a small
amount of t ime t o help wit h t he management of t he hall. Thank you t o t he f our
volunt eers who have of f ered t heir t ime so f ar and t hank you t he Scout Group
f or t aking on some gardening j obs. Many j obs are Òbit e- sizedÓand could be done
f rom home or online Ð weÕll be publishing a list on t he vil lage websit e. I f you
are given some volunt eer ing t ime or a volunt eer ing day as part of your j ob,
please consider using t his t ime t o support t he Village Hall.

Thursday Communit y Caf e 2.30 Ð 4.30pm We would love t o welcome new
members t o come and j oin in t he act ivit ies, have a chat and a cup of t ea and
cake! There is no charge as t hese event s are kindly sponsored by t he Town
Est at e Char it y.

Book Swap Sat urdays and Caf Ž cont inue: July 18 t h, August 15 t h and Sept 19 t h

10am- 12pm, Smal l Hal l . Come and browse a large select ion of books f or all ages
and genres and have a dr ink and a chat in t he Small Hall. Teas and cof f ees
available. I t Õs f ree t o borrow books but donat ions welcome.

Fencing: please do not climb over t he f ence int o t he horse f ield. I f your
f oot ball goes int o t he f ield, it wil l have t o st ay t here unt il it get s t hrown back.

Parking space does not include t he yellow hat ched area as t hat is f or
emergency access t o t he rear of t he hall. Please park on t he f ield if needed,
now t hat it has dr ied out .

Do not walk your dog in t he f ield: Dogs are not allowed in t he f ield or grounds
due t o t he r isk of inf ect ion t hat t hey can pass on, especially t o children.

CCTV inst al lat ion and secur it y: The grounds are now closely monit ored by
CCTV. Hirers, please double check t hat doors are locked af t er use. I f you see
anyt hing suspicious, please phot ograph it and report it .

Book t he Vil lage Hal l f or your next event using our onl ine booking syst em:
When paying, please include your name and t he invoice number. Pref erent ial
rat es f or vil lage resident s are only £12/ hr (one hall); and £22/ hr (bot h halls).
Please use us f or your next bir t hday part y or communit y gat her ing.
www.sibf ordvil lagehal l .org.uk.

Finally, t he heat ing is of f f or t he summer mont hs, unless we have a cold spell.

Char lot t e Davies, Vil lage Hall Trust ee

http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Fr iendship Club had a lovely lunch at Moret on- in - Marsh garden cent re.
The club t hanks t he st af f f or looking af t er us so well.

July meet is an af t ernoon of games, always compet it ive!.

And in August , we will be having a Memory Box. We have no idea what will
arr ive, but always very int erest ing.

As usual anyone wishing t o j oin t he Club is always welcome t o look us over. !
Evey Bought on

FILM NIGHT

This mont h's f ilm is on Wednesday 29 t h July.
The f ilm is " Song Sung Blue"

Based on an incredible t rue st ory.

Mike ( Hugh Jackman) and Claire ( Kat e Hudson)are t wo down- on- t heir - luck
musicians who prove t hat it 's never t oo lat e t o f ind love and f ollow your
dreams. They f orm a j oyous Neil Diamond t r ibut e band called Light ning and
Thunder, r ising f rom a humble garage t o dive bar gig's t o unexpect ed homet own
st ardom. When t ragedy st r ikes, t heir love f or each ot her and passion f or music
give t hem t he st rengt h t o overcome hardships, rediscover hope, and inspire
everyone around t hem.

Rot t en t omat oes reviews 77%

Doors open at 7. Film st ar t s at 7.30
Tea and cof f ee available or br ing your own bot t le.
Admission £5.
Please not e t here is no f ilm in August Pet ra Berry
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A drop in yoga morning has raised a massive £600 f or a Ukrainian childrenÕs
char it y. St udent s of Sibf ord yoga t eachers Juliet t e Glazebrook and Annalisa
Sedholm made donat ions t o j oin t he session at t he Village Hall, t hen enj oyed
cof f ee and cake ref reshment s as a reward f or all t heir ef f or t s.

ÒWeÕre so grat ef ul f or t he support of our st udent s f or t his incredibly
wort hwhile cause,Ósaid Juliet t e.

The f unds will go t o help t wo orphanages in t he east of Ukraine which are
dependent on char it able donat ions.

Sibf ord carpent er Mat t War ing who has been dr iving out t o Ukraine t o deliver
aid over t he past f our years, said children t here need our support more t han
ever. ÒThe war has st opped many children f rom being able t o at t end school so
t o get t heir educat ion online t hey need t ablet s and lapt ops.

This f ant ast ic donat ion will provide I T equipment f or many of t he children in
t hese orphanages. I look f orward t o deliver ing t hem when I next dr ive t here in
July.Ó

Mat t has a Just Giving page which is open f or donat ions. He is also appealing
f or essent ial medical supplies, even boxes of paracet amol or I buprof en are
badly needed and can be lef t at Mat t Õs home - Rye Hill Lodge, Sibf ord Gower.

Donat e at Mat t hew WaringÕs page on ht t ps:/ / www.j ust giving.com

Yoga f or Ukraine
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Probably t he most not iceable wildlif e observat ion recent ly has been t he inf lux
of Paint ed Lady but t er f l ies. These are t he result of a most remarkable mult i-
generat ional migrat ion. They or iginat e in t ropical Af r ica and migrat e nort hward
over t he Sahara Desert . They t hen breed in Spain and France, and t he of f spr ing
cont inue t he j ourney. The adult s t hat reach Br it ain t hen breed here wit h t he
cat erpil lars eat ing t hist les and ot her plant s. The result ing adult but t er f l ies
t hen st ar t t he ret urn j ourney f lying at height s above 500 met res and using t he
wind t o achieve speeds of up t o 30mph. I t is est imat ed t hat in 2019 11 mill ion
adult s reached t he UK and 26 mill ion lef t in t he Aut umn.

We have seen a couple of Kest rels on several occasions around t he edges of t he
Sibf ord School playing f ields hunt ing f or small mammals in t he long grass.

Also, on t he playing f ields we have seen a small f lock of St ar lings which seem
t o be becoming a rare bird around here.

Our garden pond is now t eeming wit h insect s wit h Large Red Damself l ies being
part icular ly not iceable.

The pond is also f requent ly visit ed by a couple of j uvenile Great spot t ed
woodpeckers coming t o dr ink along wit h many ot her birds t hat come t o dr ink or
bat he in t he shallow areas.

Please send any cont r ibut ions f or t he next Nat ure Not es t o
aj newbold88@gmail.com.

Andy and Gill Newbold

NATURE NOTES

FUN CORNER

'Knock, knock'

'Who's t here?'

'Aardvark'

'Aardvark who?'

'Aardvark a mill ion miles f or one of your smiles'
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HomeWanted to Rent

Looking for a2 or 3-bedroom rental in

theSibfords or nearby villages as

landlord is selling. Mother and child

looking to stay close to the local

school.

If you know of any availableproperties,
pleaseget in touch viaemail:
georgina_anne@hotmail.com

LOOKING TO RENT A SMALL GARAGE OR PART
OF A BARN

Our garage is being demolished so looking for something
similar locally

For a car, bikes, few boxes etc

Availability - July onwards

Timings - flexible, month by month, could be up to 12 months

Any ideas welcome, please contact Will 07775 728772
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�v���š�µ�Œ�����š�Z���u�������u�}�•���]�������•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���}�µ�Œ���Œ�������v�š���ð�ì�ì�š�Z�����]�Œ�š�Z�����Ç���‰���Œ�š�Ç��
�����o�����Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•�X���d�Z�������}�u�‰�o���š�������Á�}�Œ�l�U�������•�������}�v�����Œ���Á�]�v�P�•�����Ç���}�µ�Œ��
���Z�]�o���Œ���v�����v�����]�v���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���Ÿ�v�P�����Œ�}�l���v�������Œ���u�]���•�����}�v���š���������Ç���}�µ�Œ���•���Z�}�}�o��
�(���u�]�o�]���•�U���Z���•���v�}�Á���������v���]�v�•�š���o�o�������]�v���š�Z�����‰�o���Ç�P�Œ�}�µ�v�������š���š�Z�����������l���}�(���š�Z����
�•���Z�}�}�o�X���d�Z�����.�v�]�•�Z�������‰�]���������]�•���(�µ�o�o���}�(���������µ�Ÿ�(�µ�o�������š���]�o�•�����v�����š�Z�����•�����o�����]�•��
�‰���Œ�(�����š���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�X�����t�������Œ�������o�o�������o�]�P�Z�š�������Á�]�š�Z���]�š�����v�����Œ�����o�o�Ç��
�����v�v�}�š���š�Z���v�l�������d�^�����v�}�µ�P�Z���(�}�Œ���š�Z�]�•���o�}�À���o�Ç�����]�Œ�š�Z�����Ç���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Á�Z�]���Z���Á�]�o�o��
���������v�i�}�Ç���������Ç���P���v���Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•���}�(�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���š�}�����}�u���X!
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�]�v�•�š���o�o�����U���'�]�o�o�����v���������o�o�Ç���(�Œ�}�u�����X���X�d�X�^�X�������u����
�]�v�š�}���•���Z�}�}�o���š�}���o���������u�}�•���]�����Á�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�•���Á�]�š�Z��
���o�o���}�(���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v���•�}���š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���µ�v�����Œ�•�š�}�}����
�Z�}�Á�������o���Œ�P���Œ���]�u���P�����]�•�����Œ�����š�������(�Œ�}�u���•�u���o�o���Œ��
�‰�]�������•���]�v���u�}�•���]�����Á�}�Œ�l�X�������À���Œ�Ç�����Z�]�o�����u������������
�������µ�Ÿ�(�µ�o���u�}�•���]�����Ÿ�o�����š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç�����}�µ�o�����š���l����
�Z�}�u���X�����d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ�����X���X�d�X�^�X!

!

!

������ !



21

!"#$%&'(&!"#$%&'()&!"#$%&'(*+(%,)*!"#$%&'(*-'.%/+)

0"#$%&'(*1"-2%(!*1$3%%.
!"#$%&'$()%)*+&$,*&-$,(%.&)/0)1*2&1"&0)+)1&3)4'",2&3#5""%&$/2&*67*,)*/#*&%)'*&$1&"8,&#"9
�����µ�����Ÿ�}�v���o�������Ç�����v�������}���Œ���]�v�P���•���Z�}�}�o�U���Á�Z�]���Z���Á���o���}�u���•�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���(�Œ�}�u�������Œ�o�Ç���z�����Œ�•���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z��
1"&3)615&:",(;&
&
�^���š���]�v���š�Z�����Z�����Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����À�]�o�o���P���U���^�]���(�}�Œ�����]�•���l�v�}�Á�v���(�}�Œ���]�š�•���(�Œ�]���v���o�Ç�����š�u�}�•�‰�Z���Œ���U�����Æ�����‰�Ÿ�}�v���o��
�‰���•�š�}�Œ���o�������Œ�������v�����•�š�Œ�}�v�P���•���v�•�����}�(�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�X���^�u���o�o�����o���•�•���•�]�Ì���•�����v�����������]�����š�������š�������Z���Œ�•��
�Z���o�‰�����À���Œ�Ç���•�š�µ�����v�š���š�}�������À���o�}�‰�����}�v�.�����v�����U�����µ�Œ�]�}�•�]�š�Ç�����v���������o�}�À�����}�(���o�����Œ�v�]�v�P�X&
&
���o�}�v�P�•�]�����������������u�]�����•�µ�������•�•�U���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����v�i�}�Ç�������Á�]�������Œ���v�P�����}�(���}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�Ÿ���•���]�v���•�‰�}�Œ�š�U��
�‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u�]�v�P�����Œ�š�•�U���}�µ�š���}�}�Œ�������µ�����Ÿ�}�v�U���š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�Ç�U���•�µ�•�š���]�v�����]�o�]�š�Ç�����v�����Z�}�Œ�Ÿ���µ�o�š�µ�Œ���U�����v�����o�]�v�P��
15*(&1"&2)+#"0*,&15*),&)/1*,*+1+&$/2&'"%%"-&15*),&"-/&7$15;&
&
�&���u�]�o�]���•�����}�v�•�]�����Œ�]�v�P���(�µ�š�µ�Œ�����•���Z�}�}�o���‰�o�������•�����Œ�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�������š�}���À�]�•�]�š�����v�����•�������š�Z�����•���Z�}�}�o��
�]�v�������Ÿ�}�v�X���W�Œ�}�•�‰�����Ÿ�À�����(���u�]�o�]���•�������v�����o�•�}���o�����Œ�v���u�}�Œ���������}�µ�š���•���Z�}�o���Œ�•�Z�]�‰���}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�Ÿ���•��
$0$)%$4%*&'",&3*/)",&3#5""%&$/2&3)615&:",(&*/1,.&)/&<=<>;&
&
�h�‰���}�u�]�v�P���K�‰���v�����À���v�š�•&
&
�{���&�Œ�]�����Ç���í�ô���^���‰�š���u�����Œ���î�ì�î�ò�U���í�ì�X�í�ñ���u�t�í�î�X�ì�ì�‰�u���t���t�Z�}�o�����^���Z�}�}�o���K�‰���v���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P&
�{���d�µ���•�����Ç���í�ï���K���š�}�����Œ���î�ì�î�ò�U���ò�X�ì�ì�‰�u�t�ô�X�ì�ì�‰�u���t���^�]�Æ�š�Z���&�}�Œ�u���K�‰���v�����À���v�]�v�P&
�{���d�Z�µ�Œ�•�����Ç���í�ñ���K���š�}�����Œ���î�ì�î�ò�U���í�ì�X�í�ñ���u�t�í�î�X�ì�ì�‰�u���t���t�Z�}�o�����^���Z�}�}�o���K�‰���v���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P&
�{���&�Œ�]�����Ç���í�ï���E�}�À���u�����Œ���î�ì�î�ò�U���í�ì�X�í�ñ���u�t�í�î�X�ì�ì�‰�u���t���:�µ�v�]�}�Œ���^���Z�}�}�o���K�‰���v���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P&
&
�d�}�����}�}�l�������‰�o�������U���À�]�•�]�š���•�]���(�}�Œ���X�}�Œ�P�X�µ�l�l���À���v�š�•���}�Œ�������o�o���ì�í�î�õ�ñ���ó�ô�í�î�ì�ï�X



22

LETTERCARVE
Hand-carved, hardwood signs for thehomeand workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stableplates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse thewebsite:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

PI LATES I N SI BFORD
Private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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DID YOU KNOW?

Education in the Sibfords ÐOur Village School - Part 5

The Second World War passed with little comment in the School Log book. On the day
war was declared on July 28th 1939, there was no mention of the national news but
28 children were evacuated from Bow in East London to Sibford with their teacher.
They had some of their lessons in the Friends Meeting House. Some children were
billeted with local families while others slept in the attic area in the Friends Mission
Room. The increased numbers of pupils meant that school lunches were taken in the
Old Village Hall behind the Wykham Arms. Many lasting friendships were made with
local families. School was closed for one day on 8th May to celebrate VE Day in 1945
and by 1946 the last evacuee is reported to have either left the village and returned
to London or, because some had so enjoyed their time in the countryside, some
remained and found alternative housing in the local and surrounding villages.

Childhood immunisation against diphtheria was introduced and the general health and
well-being of the schoolchildren gradually improved. School nurses visited and
recorded the height and weight of the children while dental inspections and treatment
improved the dental health in the post war years

The introduction of the Education Act in 1944 recast the whole of the educational
system. The Board of Education was replaced by a government minister who was to
direct and control local education authorities throughout England and Wales to ensure
a more even standard of educational opportunity. By 1948 our village school formed

a Parent Teacher Association and more contact with
parents became established Ð something which has
continued and flourished ever since. The educational
teaching and learning was taken over by the
Oxfordshire County Council in 1951 but the buildings
and land remained in the ownership of the Town
Estate Charity.

By 1953 pupil numbers started to rise again with 64 on roll and in 1954 a third
teacher took over the reuse of the third classroom with a class of fifteen pupils.
However, the heating in school was still inadequate Ð4.5 degrees Centigrade in
January 1956 and there were still bucket lavatories. Flush, indoor lavatories were
completed in 1957, much to the joy of the caretaker, when a sewage system was
completed for the village.
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I mproved relat ionships bet ween Sibf ord School and t he vil lage school result ed in
benef it s f or bot h. Older pupils f rom t he Fr iends School int erest ed in working
wit h children as t eachers or in ot her capacit ies, spent t ime in t he vil lage school
while t he shared use of t he heat ed swimming pool meant t hat a high
percent age of t he vil lage children lef t t he pr imary school each year able t o
swim at least 10 yards.

Maureen Hicks

DID YOU KNOW?

Cont 'd
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Sibf ord St rol lers
Fut ure dat es TBA

depart ure f rom VH at 10 sharp, t heref ore be t here by lat est 9.55. I wonÕt
announce dest inat ion in advance but choose according t o mud f act or . They
might be on f oot f rom VH ora short dr ive t o st ar t / f inish point . Any quer ies t o
me on 07711 131399 or sebannist er@gmail.com welcome. Fut ure dat es will be
added.

Sibf ord St r iders
Sibf ord St r iders walks (c. 2 hour walk) will t ake place on Wednesday 8
July and Wednesday 22 July, depart ing vil lage hall at 09.30. We aim t o
ret urn t o t he vil lage hall by 12 noon.
There is a Sibf ord walkersÕWhat ÕsApp group: if you would like t o j oin t his
please cont act Chr ist opher St eane +44 7703 719749

FOOTPATHS

Our f oot pat h warden isÉÉAl lan Smit h , Arundel House, Backside Lane
07447 423043. Any problems or complaint s, t hen please cont act Allan.

SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Please not e: On Sunday, we open
at 9am
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SIBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

On May 21, Her it age Advisor St ephen BarkerÕs t alk, t it led ÔI ndian St udent s in
Vict or ian Oxf ordÔ, opened our eyes t o a lit t le- known aspect of Oxf ord
st udent lif e. The f irst I ndian visit ors t o Oxf ord Universit y arr ived as ear ly as
t he end of t he 18t h Cent ury. St ephen opened by giving us an underst anding of
I ndo- Br it ish relat ions, f ocusing on t he link bet ween t he universit ies and t he
Empire.

He spot light ed ,in part icular , prominent st udent s, who went on t o become
f amous lat er in lif e: Shyamij i Kr isnavarma, Manmohan Ghose, peer of Oscar
Wilde and himself a poet , Albion Raj Kumar, Banaj er i Singh, Cornelia Sorabj i,
t he only woman st udent at Somervil le unt il 1890 and Cat her ine Duleep Singh,
lawyer, social ref ormer and writ er . Very f ew women made it t o Oxf ord; only
a bold I ndian f amily would r isk sending t heir daught er unchaperoned t housands
of miles away.

Why did I ndians come t o Oxf ord? They ent ered t he I ndian Civil Service, or
were called t o t he bar, or maj or prof essions, and Br it ish degrees carr ied more
prest ige. I ndians f ound kindness f rom landladies, and some made last ing
f r iendships wit h st udent s and t heir l iberal- minded f amilies. I n hindsight many
spoke warmly of t heir t ime in Oxf ord.

We are recommended t o visit t he exhibit ion at Kensingt on Palace unt il t he
8t h November 2026, f ocusing specif ically on t he lif e of Sophia Duleep Singh,
daught er of t he deposed Maharaj ah, exiled and bef r iended by Queen Vict or ia,
and sist er of Cat her ine.

Thanks t o St ephen f or a very f ascinat ing and inf ormat ive, t alk which could be
t he int roduct ion t o a lot of f ur t her st udy!

The Bournemout h t r ip has been cancelled, but inst ead we are going t o have a
t alk: ÔEnd of Term Report Õ. Wit h over 70 years of service t o t he Fr iends
School bet ween t hem, and now keepers of t he archive , Mike and Penny
Spr ing t ake us on an inf ormat ive and ent er t aining j ourney t hrough t he hist ory
of Sibf ord School.

This will be on Thursday, 16 t h July, in Sibf ord Village Hall. Doors open 7.15pm
and t he t alk begins at 7.30pm. Ref reshment s served af t er t he t alk. Visit ors
£5. Diana Hughes
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HORTI SOCIETY

WHAT WE'RE READING

On 10t h July we visit ed t he gardens of Universit y College Oxf ord, ably guided
by t he head gardener, Tompkins Bart let t , wit h some ent husiast ic
hort icult uralist s at t ending t he ÔI n Bloom, how plant s changed our wor ldÕ
exhibit ion at t he Ashmolean in t he morning.

Looking ahead t o August 29t h, please check t he Sibf ord websit e f or t he
Summer Show programme which we hope you will pr int of f . A f ew copies will be
available f rom t he vil lage shop or by request t o Gil Soden f or t hose unable t o
access a pr int er .

We were so delight ed wit h t he quant it y and t he st andard of t he ent r ies at t he

spr ing show t hat we are hoping f or great t hings at t he summer show! Sue

Bannist er will also be providing plant s f or sale. Diana Thompson

WHAT WE'RE LISTENING TO





NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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SCAM
ALERT

The most prominent scams current ly circulat ing in t he UK include;

1. Aut hor ised Push Payment (APP) Fraud. Cr iminals impersonat e banks,
HMRC, or t he Police, claiming your account is compromised and
inst ruct ing you t o t ransf er f unds t o a 'saf e account '.

2. Quishing & QR Code scams. Fraudst ers use f ake QR codes on parking
met ers, rest aurant menus, or delivery slips, or email t hem direct ly t o
redirect you t o phishing sit es which st eal personal and f inancial det ails.

3. FCA I mpersonat ion. Scammers pose as t he Financial Conduct
Aut hor it y (FCA) and charge f ake f ees f or "compensat ion" or "ant i-
money launder ing" clearance.

4. Delivery and Service Phishing. Fake t ext s or emails claiming t o be
f rom Royal Mail, Evr i, BT, or Net f l ix, st at e t hat you missed a package,
have a parcel f ee, or t hat your subscr ipt ion has f ailed, pushing you t o
a malicious link.

5. Consumer and Service Scams;

I Dodgy lof t insulat ion. Scammers cold call home owners ,
usually immediat ely asking quest ions such as "are you t he
homeowner" or "how old are you?" bef ore of f er ing t o
inst all sub- st andard spray f oam insulat ion at heavily inf lat ed
pr ices (or ot her works).

I i Energy Ref unds & Debt Collect ion. Fraudst ers pose as energy
suppliers, of f er ing f ake ref unds or claiming you have an
out st anding balance f ollowing recent supplier collapses.

5(i) above or similar have recent ly been doing t he rounds in our area. I
know we have had most of t hese bef ore, but t hey are pret t y
relent less and vict ims are st il l f all ing f or t hem.

I nf o f rom Which? and local sources. Thank you. Pet er Hine. Wat ch Co- ord
Sibf ord and Burdrop. Tel: 788830
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SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

I n view of t he f ine warm weat her, we chose t o rearrange our act ivit ies and
visit Woodf ord Bot t om and Lamb's Pool Nat ure Reserve as our May meet ing.
We met at t he gat e and ambled t hrough t he meadow, f inding plant s, insect s and
ot her subj ect s of int erest t o phot ograph as we went , bef ore ent er ing t he area
of t he pool at t he f ar end t hen walking back past t he lake and ret urning
t hrough t he meadow as t he light was f ading.

Our meet ing on 30t h June will give us an opport unit y t o review our phot ographs
f rom May's out ing and also members' images on our t opic of "People at Work".
There promise t o be int erest ing colour and black and whit e phot ographs of
people engaged in all sor t s of act ivit ies and occupat ions t o inspire, educat e and
ent er t ain us. Our f or t hcoming meet ings will be on Tuesday, 28t h July and
Tuesday, 25t h August . I f t here is suf f icient int erest , we might also make a
summer visit t o t he But t er f ly Conservat ion nat ure reserve at Fenny Compt on
Tunnels.

We would like t o welcome more members t o t he club, so if you have an int erest
in phot ography wit h a camera or phone, please cont act Colin Lamb
at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295 780357. We generally meet on t he
last Tuesday of each mont h at 7:00 pm in t he small hall at t he Village Hall.

Colin Lamb

"Farmer" by St uart Ralph



Sibf ord Fer r is - Banbury

M- F: 6.19, 8.37, 11.07, 13.32, 17.34. Sat : 6.56, 8.35, 11.09, 13.32, 17.22

Banbury - Sibf ord Fer r is

M- F: 6.50 (Term t ime), 7.05 (Hols), 11.40; 14.30; 18.00

Sat : 11.40, 14.30, 17.40

Sibf ord Fer r is - St rat f ord

M- F: 7.13 (Term t ime), 7.28 (Hols), 12.03, 14.53, 18.23.

Sat : 12.03, 14.53, 18.03

St rat f ord - Sibf ord Fer r is

M- F: 5,40, 7.30, (Term Time), 7.35 (Hols), 10.30, 12.50, 16.25. Sat : 6.17, 7.57, 10.30, 12.50, 16.40

No service on Sundays or
Bank Hol idays

75
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

BI N COLLECTI ONS

Green Tuesday: 14t h;28t h
Blue/ Brown Tuesday: 7t h; 21st

Unwant ed clot hing and shoes may be recycled anyt ime at t he Text iles/
Recycling Bank at Sibf ord School Swimming Pool. Bot t le banks at Sibf ord Ferr is:
Elm crossroads and Sibf ord Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

JULY
1st - Ladies Cof f ee Club - Wykham Arms 11am

3rd - Mens' Breakf ast Club - The George, Brailes - 9.30am

4t h - SGPC meet ing - Village Hall

7t h - Fr iendship Club - Village Hall 2pm

10t h - Hort i visit - Universit y College 2.30pm

11t h - 'Drop- in' yoga f undraiser - Vil lage Hall 11- 1pm

16t h - SHS meet ing "End of Term Report " - Vil lage Hall 7pm

18t h- Book Swap Caf e - Village Hall 10am - 12pm

28t h - Model Railway club - Village Hall 12pm

28t h - Sibf ord Phot ography Club - Village Hall 7pm

29t h - Film Night "VSong Sung Blue" - Vil lage Hall 7.30pm
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