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The Scene Team
Edit or : Tony Skowronski (780490)

E: sibf ordscene@gmail.com

Advert ising Mgr & Treasurer : Oonagh
O'Neill (788160)

E: Advert sibf ordscene@gmail.com

Dist r ibut ion: Fiona Pidgeon

Dist r ibut ors: Mollie Mulley, Chr is
Fieldhouse, Mike Spr ing, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovat t , Pet ra Berry, Jean Scouse,
Aniela Duggins, I vor Hopkyns, Clive
Warner, Br iony Franklin, Selina Chard,
Maureen Hicks, Adr ian Lamb, Megan
Gilkes, Sarah Gale, Sue Et her ingt on-
Smit h, Alice Pennell, Nicki Kit chen.

Advert ising Rat es
Quar t er Page:

Black & Whit e £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e £6.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £8.00 (one of f advert )

Hal f Page: (Landscape only)

Black & Whit e £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e £10.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £15.00 (one of f advert )

Ful l Page:

Black & Whit e £120.00 (10 issues)

Colour £170 (10 issues)

Black & Whit e ££15.00 (one of f advert )

Colour £25.00 (one of f advert )

You can pay f or ads direct ly int o our
account : Sort Code: 60 01 35
Acct : 52612236

Thought f or t he mont h

Deadl ine f or July/ August
I ssue

12 NOON - 18t h June 2026

Cover pict ure :

"Ready f or Shrubf est ""
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ED'S THOUGHTS

This mont h we have
" SHRUBFEST"

Dont f orget t o buy t icket s f or
Sibf ord's super f r iendly char it y
mini f est ival on t he 27t h - read
all about it on page 5 and see

t he ad on page 23.

And t hese as well....

Char lot t e's Kil imanj aro Climb
(page 14)

"Mot her 's Pr ide" f ilm (page 24)

Sibf ord Vet erans FC champions
(page 7)

"Freedom's j ust anot her word
f or not hing lef t t o lose"

Janis Joplin
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

I f you are new t o t he Sibf ords and would like any advice on our vil lage, please
call I vor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferr is). We are also lucky enough t o have a really great vil lage
websit e at : t hesibf ords.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

SUPPORT OUR VI LLAGE HALL AND WI N!

Support t he Sibf ord Village Hall lot t ery f or a chance t o win cash pr izes every
mont h of t he year.

For a one of f payment of £48 you could win a f irst pr ize of £75, second pr ize
of £45 or t hird pr ize of £30 in every mont hly draw.

The lot t ery provides vit al f unds and in t he last f inancial year generat ed £1,648
t owards vil lage hall f unds.

To f ind out how t o make your payment cont act Anne at crucialpr@macace.net

May winners were

First Pr ize Tracey Morbey, second pr ize Emilia Zakrzewska t hird pr ize Kat e and
Ali Paul.

Upcoming Event s t his Summer

Sunday 28t h June - Mot orbike rally st ar t ing at Revs
Caf e, Shipst on

Fr iday 10t h July - Golf Day at Feldon Valley, Lower
Brailes

mailto:crucialpr@macace.net
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

Shrubf est 2026

Sat urday June 27t h

SI BFORDÕs very own char it y music f est ival is
back f or a second year of f und- raising, f un
and great sounds in a beaut if ul garden
set t ing.

Ticket s f or t his f r iendly evening in aid of The
Brain Tumour Char it y in memory of David
Tarr ing, are now on sale f or £8 (£10 on t he
door, under 16s are f ree).

The garden gat e will be open at Shrubbery
Cot t age, Sibf ord Ferr is on Sat urday June 27t h

f rom 4pm unt il 8pm. Ent er t ainment will
f eat ure a line- up of local musicians headlined
by Sibf ord band Main St reet .

Please br ing your own picnic, dr inks and
chairs or rugs..

All f unds raised will go t o t his wor ld- beat ing Br it ish char it y dedicat ed t o
f unding vit al research, raising awareness, reducing diagnosis t imes and providing
support and inf ormat ion f or people wit h brain t umours, t heir f amilies and
f r iends.

Ticket s available f rom Mrs N Durrant , Account No: 35522744 Sort Code:
09- 01- 30

Please use your name as ref erence. Many t hanks
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Sibf ord Vet erans FC Crowned BDLJ Champions

On Sunday 19t h Apr il, Sibf ord Vet erans Foot ball Club lif t ed t he Banbury
Dist r ict and Lord Jersey Division 2 t it le Ñ t he club's f irst piece of silverware in
an of f icial FA- sanct ioned league f or many years. A 2Ð1 win over Kenilwort h
Town Vet erans sealed it wit h a game t o spare, in what was t he club's very f irst
season in t he league.

I t hasn't been a st raight f orward j ourney. Just over a year ago, t he t eam was
playing in a loosely organised f r iendly league, but enj oyment levels were
waning. Af t er one part icular ly dif f icult af t ernoon, t he club decided t hings
needed t o change. They j oined a proper ly st ruct ured league, kept t he spine of
t he squad, and added players f rom t he vil lage, surrounding areas, and a lit t le
f ur t her af ield.

The result was nine league games played, eight won, one lost . Cup runs against
higher- division opposit ion showed t he t eam could more t han hold it s own.

The t it le- decider it self was a nervy af f air . Sibf ord went 1Ð0 down and were
kept in t he game by goalkeeper Mark Boyd, whose st r ing of saves drew gasps
f rom t he t ouchline. Af t er t he equaliser , Munir Sanneh headed home t he winner
Ñ his f irst ever headed goal Ñ t o spark wild celebrat ions.

Special t hanks go t o secret ary Rob Parsons, player/ sponsor Ryan Breslin f rom
Cherwell Windows, and t he f amilies, f r iends and f ormer managers who came t o
support t hroughout t he season. The t eam plays it s home games at Sibf ord
School on Sunday mornings, and can usually be f ound celebrat ing (or
commiserat ing) at t he Wykham Arms af t erwards.

New players and spect at ors are always welcome next season as t he club looks
t o def end it s t it le in t he higher division. Lee McCallum
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QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from
Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering
directly to your home every Thursday
from 3.45 - 4.15

Beautiful British Seasonal Flowers!

Flower stall open Thursday to Sunday for Jars and
Bunches 9am-6pm

I also supply Florist and Bridal Bouquets and Gift
Buckets for special occasions and Funeral Flowers

Contact Carolyn@Homecloseflowers .co.uk

07711 897902

Sustainable flowers, scented, seasonal, grown, not flown!

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
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NOT SO GREAT TASTE

CAULI FLOWER (OR SWEET POTATO) AND
CHI CKPEA

75g cashews; 1 t bsp veg oil; 1 large onion roughly chopped; 2 green chil l ies; 4
gar lic cloves f inely sliced; 5cm piece of ginger, peeled and grat ed; 1 t sp curry
powder; 1 t sp t urmer ic; Lime j uice; 1 caulif lower, divided int o f loret s; 1x400m;
coconut milk; 1 t sp nigella seeds; 100g spinach/ chard; bunch of cor iander; S&P

1. Dry f ry cashews f or 3- 4 mins in a deep f rying pan.Remove and set aside

2. Add oil. Cook onion f or 2- 3 mins. Chuck in chil l i, gar lic, curry powder,
t urmer ic and lime j uce. Coninue t o f ry unt il onions are sof t .

3. Add caulif lower f loret s or sweet pot at o chunks. Throw in cashews and nigella
seeds. Br ing t o simmer and cook (covered) f or 20 mins unt il sauce is t hickened.

4. St ir t hrough chopped spinach or chard. Season well. Replace lid unt il
spinach/ chard is wilt ed. St ir t hrough chopped cor iander, st alks and all.

5. Serve, garnished wit h more chopped cor iander and a bot t le of red wine

FUN CORNER

A lion and a t iger are walking down t he High St reet . The lion t urns t o t he t iger
and says, "Not many people about f or a Sat urday, are t here?
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the

vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room

boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
l indalaneyolo@gmail.com.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

GinnyÕs ret irement f rom Vil lage Hal l dut ies? We are delight ed t hat t hree
volunt eers have of f ered t o t ake over some of Ginny`s many j obs at t he Village
Hall Ð more det ails coming soon. There are more opport unit ies t o help, so if you
have any skil ls or int erest s and can be a regular helper in any small way, t hen
please cont act Ginny 01295 780373

Thursday Communit y Caf e 2.30 Ð 4.30pm We would love t o welcome new
members t o come and j oin in t he act ivit ies, have a chat and a cup of t ea and
cake! There is no charge as t hese event s are kindly sponsored by t he Town
Est at e Char it y.

Book Swap Sat urdays and Caf Ž cont inue: June 20 t h and July 18 t h 10am- 12pm,
Smal l Hal l . Come and browse a large select ion of books f or all ages and genres
and have a dr ink and a chat in t he Small Hall. Teas and cof f ees available. I t Õs
f ree t o borrow books but donat ions welcome.

CCTV inst al lat ion and secur it y: The grounds are now closely monit ored by
CCTV. Hirers, please double check t hat doors are locked af t er use. I f you see
anyt hing suspicious, please phot ograph it and report it .

Fencing: please do not climb over t he f ence int o t he horse f ield. I f your
f oot ball goes int o t he f ield, it wil l have t o st ay t here unt il it get s t hrown back.

Parking space does not include t he yellow hat ched area as t hat is f or
emergency access t o t he rear of t he hall. Please park on t he f ield if needed,
now t hat it has dr ied out .

Book t he Vil lage Hal l f or your next event using our onl ine booking syst em:
When paying, please include your name and t he invoice number. Pref erent ial
rat es f or vil lage resident s are only £12/ hr (one hall); and £22/ hr (bot h halls).
Please use us f or your next bir t hday part y or communit y gat her ing.
www.sibf ordvil lagehal l .org.uk.

Char lot t e Davies, Vil lage Hall Trust ee

http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk




NATURE NOTES

13

There seem t o have been large numbers of Holly Blue but t er f l ies around t his
year. These f irst brood but t er f l ies lay t heir eggs on holly where t he larvae
eat t he developing f lowers and berr ies. The second brood which f lies in lat e
July, and ear ly August lay t heir eggs on ivy. Numbers of Holly Blues are known
t o f luct uat e on a t hree- t o- six- year cycle which may be connect ed t o numbers
of t he t iny host - specif ic parasit ic wasp t hat lays it s eggs in t he young larvae.

I t hought t here were more Blackbirds around t han normal t his year, but I
read t hat overall, Blackbird numbers are down in England possibly due t o t he
mosquit o borne Usut u virus. Blackbirds are part icular ly af f ect ed by t his virus,
but it can af f ect ot her birds and even humans.

Lexie Hopper sent me a phot o of a mot h f ound indoors which I was able t o
ident if y as a male Bee Mot h. These mot hs f eed on wax and ot her debr is in bee
and wasp nest s and quit e of t en t urn up in homes at any t ime of t he year.
Alt hough small t he f emale mot hs in part icular are very at t ract ive wit h
ir idescent green markings.

We t hought we had lost all t he newt s f rom our garden pond but were pleased
t o see at least a couple come t o t he surf ace when we were t opping up t he
pond using t he last of t he rainwat er f rom out but t at t he end of t he long dry
session in Apr il.

Please send any cont r ibut ions f or t he next Nat ure Not es t o
aj newbold88@gmail.com. Andy and Gill Newbold

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The July meet ing is an af t ernoon of games and bingo. I f not hing else it wil l be
an af t ernoon of laught er . Evey Bought on

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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Dat es f or your diary:

Sunday 7 June: Tysoe garden
Sunday 7 June: Aynho gardens
Sat urday 13 & Sunday 14 June: Hook Nort on gardens
Sunday 14 June: Brackley Care Home garden
To f ind out more visit : www.khh.org.uk/ gardens

Take on a chal lenge
Are you looking f or a new challenge? Kat har ine House has a f ant ast ic
programme of event s f or 2026, f rom local f avour it es t o once- in- a-
lif et ime exper iences.
Get involved in t he Banbury Tr iat hlon, a 13,000f t skydive, or t ake on t he
unf orget t able night - t ime Snowdon t rek, f inishing wit h a sunr ise at t he
summit .
What ever your challenge and goal, youÕll be support ed every st ep of
t he way while raising vit al f unds f or Kat har ine House Hospice.
Find out more at : www.khh.org.uk/ event s

Volunt eer ing oppor t unit ies
I f youÕre looking t o do somet hing meaningf ul in 2026, Kat har ine House
Hospice has a range of rewarding volunt eer ing opport unit ies.
Living Well is seeking a volunt eer complement ary t herapist on Monday
mornings (10amÐ12 noon) t o of f er hand or f oot massage, helping pat ient s
relax and f eel support ed.
We also need weekend f ront recept ion and weekend ward recept ion
volunt eers t o welcome visit ors, of f er a f r iendly f ace and help wit h t he
small t hings t hat make a big dif f erence. This role is f lexible and can f it
around your lif e.
Find out more at : www.khh.org.uk/ volunt eer- opport unit ies

Mont hly email newslet t er Ð keep up t o dat e wit h your local hospice

Sign up t o receive our Kat har ine House email newslet t er and keep in
t ouch wit h all our lat est news and f undraising event s at t he hospice:
khh.org.uk/ newslet t er

JUNE NEWS

https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/tysoe-garden-open-gardens
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/aynho-village-open-gardens/
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/hook-norton-village-open-gardens/
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/brackley-care-home-open-garden/
https://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
https://www.khh.org.uk/events
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/complementary-therapist-volunteer/
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/front-reception-volunteer/
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/ward-receptionist-weekend/
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/ward-receptionist-weekend/
https://www.khh.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities
https://khh.org.uk/keep-in-touch/newsletter/
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SUNEDAY SMALLHOLDING

The weat her...f armers t he wor ld over are ruled by it ; we work t o it s whims and
t here's no escape. As I wr it e all is well as it is raining and t he veget able
garden is grat ef ul. The t hree pot at o var iet ies are t he same as last year,
Desiree and Maris Piper maincrop and Char lot t e as a second ear ly. These
pot at oes will appear in my 'shop' lat er in t he summer along wit h any ot her veg
I manage t o grow.

My ground, when dug over, produces a t hick carpet of f at hen , also known as
muckle weed, goosef oot , lambs quart ers or wild spinach. I believe it s act ually
good f or you t o eat ; good f or digest ion. I eat a lot of it as a salad dur ing my
year of self suf f iciency along wit h hairy bit t ersweet . I assume it get s t he
name f at hen because t he hens love it .
My hens are having a f rust rat ing t ime. As you know t he pigs spent t he wint er
in t he hen pen. They went in t here because as piglet s t hey escaped t he pig
net t ing and as t he hen pen was empt y it seemed like a good idea...wrong, a
very bad idea. The pigs eat absolut ely everyt hing and t urned it int o a desert .
Now t he new hens are t here snapping up anyt hing green t hat t r ies t o grow! I
have been allowing t he hens t o roam out side of t heir pen t o f east on grass
but t he f ox, needing t o f eed it s young has been seen t oo of t en and so t hey are
now kept in. I f you are passing t he hen pen and f eel sorry f or t he hens, please
pick some grass and poke it t hrough t heir f ence. The pigs also like grass and
t he goat s like ivy!

I t is coming up t o t he t ime when sweet smelling elderf lowers decorat e t he
hedgerows. I am giving myself t he challenge t o make vast quant it ies of cordial
and, like t he apple sauce, put it in t he 'shop' wit h proceeds again being donat ed
t o t he Ukranian war ef f or t .

A last t hought , I would like t o of f er f amilies t he opport unit y t o come here f or
a couple of hours dur ing t he summer holidays and get a bit 'hands on'. Let me
know if you are keen and we can discuss possibil it ies.

Lamb and pork will be in my f reezers over t he coming weeks.

My number 07891 249526 Sue Sabin
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HomeWanted to Rent

Looking for a2 or 3-bedroom rental in

theSibfords or nearby villages as

landlord is selling. Mother and child

looking to stay close to the local

school.

If you know of any availableproperties,
pleaseget in touch viaemail:
georgina_anne@hotmail.com

FILM NIGHT

This mont h's f ilm is on Wednesday June 24 t h and is " Mot her 's Pr ide"

Mot her 's Pr ide is a Br it ish f eelgood comedy drama t hat f ollows t he gr ieving
Har ley f amily as t hey st ruggle t o save t heir f ail ing vil lage pub in t he West
Count ry. To avoid bankrupt cy, t hey at t empt t o brew t heir own real ale and
ent er it int o t he Great Br it ain Beer Awards.

Wit h Mart in Clunes, James Buckley and Jonno Davies.

Doors open at 7. Film st ar t s at 7.30

Tea and cof f ee available or br ing your own bot t le.
Admission £5 Pet ra Berry
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LETTERCARVE
Hand-carved, hardwood signs for thehomeand workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stableplates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse thewebsite:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

PI LATES I N SI BFORD
Private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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Please not e: On Sunday, we open
at 9am
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Sibf ord St rol lers
4 June, (ot her dat es TBA)

depart ure f rom VH at 10 sharp, t heref ore be t here by lat est 9.55. I wonÕt
announce dest inat ion in advance but choose according t o mud f act or . They
might be on f oot f rom VH ora short dr ive t o st ar t / f inish point . Any quer ies t o
me on 07711 131399 or sebannist er@gmail.com welcome. Fut ure dat es will be
added.

Sibf ord St r iders
Sibf ord St r iders walks (c. 2 hour walk) will t ake place on 10t h JUne & 24t h
June, depart ing vil lage hall at 09.30. We aim t o ret urn t o t he vil lage hall by
12 noon. Any quer ies t o: chr ist opherst eane@gmail.com mob 07703 719749

FOOTPATHS

Our f oot pat h warden isÉÉAl lan Smit h , Arundel House, Backside Lane
07447 423043. Any problems or complaint s, t hen please cont act Allan.

SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Sibf ord Quakers
Somet hing about us

The ear liest Quakers in t he vil lages were organised and est ablished by 1669 and
t hey met in t he house of clockmaker Thomas Gilkes. A decade lat er , a purpose-
built meet ing house was const ruct ed and t he current meet ing house dat es f rom
1865.
I n 1842, Sibf ord School was f ounded f or t he educat ion of t he children of
'disowned' Quakers who were not in unit y, as t heir children were barred f rom
going t o Ackwort h School. Lat er , children f rom pract ising Quaker f amilies could
also at t end.
At our QFHS Spr ing Meet ing, we had t alks at bot h t he school and t he meet ing
house on a var iet y of t opics. These included bot h Quaker- cent red t opics and
also connect ed t hemes.

Our lat e member Michael Hargreave, who died in 2025, was f rom t he Sibf ords
and t his QFHS Spr ing Meet ing was dedicat ed t o his passion f or f amily hist ory
and his memory.

We would be very happy f or you t o j oin us. Al l are welcome. Zoe Wesson
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SIBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

On Thursday 16t h Apr il, Mar ie- Louise Kerr gave us an excellent t alk on ÒThe
Romans of Oxf ordshireÓ. Her ent husiasm f or her subj ect shone t hrough dur ing
t he whole of her t alk, which covered t he Roman invasion of Br it ain, l if e bef ore
and af t er t he Romans arr ived, and examples of Roman remains, archaeological
f inds, and sit es of Roman occupat ion in Oxf ordshire

She gave us some good t ips f or f ur t her research: t he t ombst one f or t he
legionary who died in AD 50 Ð Lucius Valer ius, and t he Didcot mirror , are bot h
t o be seen at t he Museum of Oxf ordshire, Woodst ock, and t he Roman villa at
Nort h Leigh is well wort h a long visit .

Closer t o home is Brought on Cast le, where one of t he largest Roman villas in
Br it ain was discovered by a Banbury det ect or ist and hist or ian in 2018, on one
of t he est at eÕs f arms. A secret t r ial dig was undert aken. The f ive t r ial
t renches were re- covered and a f ull excavat ion would have t o be done over a
per iod of years.

We are looking f orward t o our t alk in June by popular speaker, ar t hist or ian
Lizzy Rowe, who has been t o Sibf ord several t imes and has given us
f ascinat ing t ours of some of t he rooms at t he Ashmolean. Her t opic will be
ÒJohn Piper and Oxf ordshireÓ. John Piper (1903 Ð 1992) was responsible f or
t he Bapt ist ery window at Covent ry Cat hedral.

Doors at t he Village Hall, Sibf ord, will open at 7.15pm, and t he t alk st ar t s at
7.30pm.

Visit ors: £5. Light ref reshment s will be served af t erwards.

Diana Hughes
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Educat ion in t he Sibf ords Ð Our
Vil lage School - Par t 4, 1935 t o 1950

By 1935 t he vil lage populat ion had
dropped in bot h vil lagesÐ301in t he Gower
and 206 in t he Ferr is and t he number of
children in school had reduced t o 74 even
t hough t he school leaving age had r isen t o
f ourt een years of age. Epwell st il l had it s

own vil lage school at t he t ime alt hough it s older pupils aged eleven and over, came
t o school in Sibf ord. The school building remained much t he same as in 1900. The
heat ing was j ust as inef f ect ive wit h a t emperat ure of 8oC being recorded at 10
oÕclock on a wint er morning. The inst allat ion of elect r icit y was complet ed in 1935
Ðear lier t han in many neighbour ing vil lages, due mainly t o t he demands made by t he
Quakers at Sibf ord School. The st af f ing had increased t o t wo assist ant and one pupil
t eacher, in addit ion t o t he headmast er . There was less il l healt h recorded in t he
school regist ers due t o f ewer epidemics but at t endance was st il l poor as children
were expect ed t o help wit h allot ment and harvest ing work.

As communicat ion improved beyond t he vil lage t hrough daily newspapers, t he radio
and a bus service, t he import ance of school as a place of educat ion improved,
result ing in bet t er at t endance. Lessons also t ook on a more at t ract ive guise and
t he children were regular ly t aken out f or nat ure walks, out side visit s and t here were
area sport s at Hook Nort on, count y sport s at Kidlingt on and weekly visit s t o Bloxham
f or woodwork f or t he older boysand t oNort h Newingt on f or needlework f or t he gir ls.
Classes were now divided more by age t han abilit y wit h t he int roduct ion of
dif f erent iat ed lessons f or t he more or less able. The inf ant Õs class ranged f rom 5
Ð 8 years of age, t he middle class f rom 8 Ð 11, and t he t op class f or t hose of over
11 up t o 14 years.

I n 1942 t he children over 11 f rom Swalclif f e j oined t hose f rom Epwell in coming
t o Sibf ord Gower Endowed School. This necessit at ed t he running of a bus f rom
Swalclif f e via Epwell t o Sibf ord. Wit h f all ing numbers on t he school roll Ð
t here were only 40 on regist er , Epwell School was closed and children of all
ages were bussed t o t he Gower school. A new cant een was built out of one of
t he cloakrooms and all pupils, bar one, st ayed t o school dinner and enj oyed t he
f ree school milk which had been int roduced in 1938.

Maureen Hicks

Oliver Hooper and Class Ð 1930Õs
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HORTI SOCIETY

The Spr ing Show was a t r iumph! The commit t ee was delight ed wit h t he high

st andard of ent r ies and t he number of new people having a go. We were also

very encouraged at t he number of children ent er ing. A big t hank you t o all

t hose involved; eit her t hose who cont r ibut ed raf f le pr izes, cakes or plant s f or

t he plant sale; t o Sue Bannist er whose plant s once again delight ed and amazed,

t o Val Law who ably ran t he t ea and cake st all and t o all t he commit t ee

members who set up t he hall and put everyt hing away af t erwards.

The proceeds f rom t he show have allowed us t o subsidise all Hort i members who

are going t o Rodmart on Manor on June 18 f or a day t r ip round t he house and

gardens which is marvellous!

And last ly, t hough not in dat e order, a reminder t hat Sibf ord is support ing t he

Nat ional Garden Scheme by opening it s choicest gardens on June 14t h. Please

come and support t he event and t ake t he opport unit y t o be inspired by ot her

peopleÕs creat ivit y. And t hen collapse wit h a cup of t ea and a slice of cake at

t he vil lage hall.

Enj oy your gardens!

Diana Thompson

WHAT WE'RE READING
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SCAM
ALERT

These scams keep coming and here are some of t he most recent ;

1. A scam t ext impersonat ing Barclays Bank f rom a spoof ed mobile
number t ells you t hat a direct debit has been arranged ( in t his case a
debit t o Blackhorse Finance f or £362.84.) I t provides a number t o call,
which will put you t hrough t o t he scammer who'l l probably want your
personal det ails and f inancial inf o.
Scam t ext s like t his can be report ed by f orwarding t hem t o 7726.

2. Scam FCA t ext . Text messages claiming t o be f rom t he
Financial Conduct Aut hor it y (FCA) st at e t hat your det ails were
ident if ied in a Report Fraud (t he old Act ion Fraud) report , and t hat your
personal dat a is at r isk due t o a dat a breach. I t gives you a number t o
call (of course it does), when you will be asked t o conf irm your det ails.
One report also said t hey were given a 5 digit ref erence code t o quot e
when called by a 'manager ' t o ver if y f raudulent act ivit y.
Don't go t his f ar . Just report as at 1 above.

3. TV Licensing. Claiming your TV Licence could not be renewed as
your insurer has declined t he Direct Debit payment demand. You are
asked t o updat e your det ails. The link included will lead t o a phishing
websit e int ent on st ealing your personal and payment inf ormat ion. Scam
emails like t his can be report ed by f orwarding t hem t o
'report @phishing.gov.uk'.

4. Finally and closer t o home. I 'm advised t hat recent ly t he small
group of garages at t he rear of High Meadow were subj ect t o some
damage. Fort unat ely t he area is covered by decent CCTV and t he young
'perps' (in t heir black hoodies and r iding elect r ic scoot ers) are probably
readily ident if iable.

That 's all f or now. They t ell me summer is close.
Pet er Hine. Co- ord Gower and Burdrop Wat ch. Tel 788830
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Atlas
Pest and Wildlife

Control
Locally based

For all your pest problems inc.
rodents, insects etc.

Call Phil
07768 111491
01295 367066

Never beaten on price or

professionalism
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SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

At our May meet ing, we wat ched part of a present at ion on recent phot ographic
sof t ware development s (pr imar ily dr iven by AI ), explaining t heir ef f ect s and
discussing t he et hical implicat ions of t heir use. We also reviewed our members'
phot ographs of "People at Work", which showcased a mult it ude of dif f erent
occupat ions and skil ls.

Our next meet ing will be on Tuesday, 30t h June when, weat her permit t ing, we
will visit Woodf ord Bot t om and Lamb's Pool Nat ure Reserve f or an out door
phot ography session.

We would like t o welcome more members t o t he club, so if you are int erest ed
in j oining, please cont act Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295
780357. We generally meet on t he last Tuesday of each mont h at 7:00 pm in
t he small hall at t he Village Hall.

Pot t er at Work



Sibf ord Fer r is - Banbury

M- F: 6.19, 8.37, 11.07, 13.32, 17.34. Sat : 6.56, 8.35, 11.09, 13.32, 17.22

Banbury - Sibf ord Fer r is

M- F: 6.50 (Term t ime), 7.05 (Hols), 11.40; 14.30; 18.00

Sat : 11.40, 14.30, 17.40

Sibf ord Fer r is - St rat f ord

M- F: 7.13 (Term t ime), 7.28 (Hols), 12.03, 14.53, 18.23.

Sat : 12.03, 14.53, 18.03

St rat f ord - Sibf ord Fer r is

M- F: 5,40, 7.30, (Term Time), 7.35 (Hols), 10.30, 12.50, 16.25. Sat : 6.17, 7.57, 10.30, 12.50, 16.40

No service on Sundays or
Bank Hol idays
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

BI N COLLECTI ONS

Green Tuesday: 2nd; 16t h; 30t h
Blue/ Brown Tuesday: 9t h; 23rd

Unwant ed clot hing and shoes may be recycled anyt ime at t he Text iles/
Recycling Bank at Sibf ord School Swimming Pool. Bot t le banks at Sibf ord Ferr is:
Elm crossroads and Sibf ord Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

JUNE
2nd - Fr iendship Club - Village Hall 2pm

3rd- Ladies Cof f ee Club - Wykham Arms 11am

5t h - Mens' Breakf ast Club - The George, Brailes - 9.30am

13t h- Book Swap Caf e - Village Hall 10am - 12pm

14t h - Hort i Meet ing - Village Hall 7.30pm

18t h - Hort i visit - Rodmart on Manor 10am

18t h - Sibf ord Hist ory Societ y "John Piper" - Vil lage Hall 7.30pm

24t h - Film Night "Mot her 's Pr ide" - Vil lage Hall 7.30pm

30t h - Sibf ord Phot ography Club "" - Vil lage Hall 7pm
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