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EARTHWISE

TREE CARE

Serving North Oxfordshire, Warwickshire
Gloucestershire & Northamptonshire

Tree care with a conscience

Felling / Reductions & Crown Lifting
Pollarding / Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding / Dead Wooding
Tree Planting

Call for a quote from your friendly
local tree surgeon on

07806 753 862
*BASED OUT OF EPWELL*

www.earthwisetreecare.co.uk




EDb'sS THOUGHTS
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This month we have
“"SHRUBFEST"

Dont forget to buy tickets for

Sibford's super friendly charity

mini festival on the 27th - read

all about it on page 5 and see
the ad on page 23.

And these as well....

Charlotte's Kilimanjaro Climb
(page 14)

"Mother's Pride" film (page 24)

Sibford Veterans FC champions
(page 7)

Thought for the month

"Freedom's just another word
for nothing left to lose"

Janis Joplin
Deadline for July/August
Issue
12 NOON - 18th June 2026

Cover picture :

"Ready for Shrubfest""

The Scene Team
Editor: Tony Skowronski (780490)
E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Advertising Mgr & Treasurer: Oonagh
O'Neill (788160)

E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

Distribution: Fiona Pidgeon

Distributors: Mollie Mulley, Chris
Fieldhouse, Mike Spring, Alison Rippon,
Sue Lovatt, Petra Berry, Jean Scouse,
Aniela Duggins, Ivor Hopkyns, Clive
Warner, Briony Franklin, Selina Chard,
Maureen Hicks, Adrian Lamb, Megan
Gilkes, Sarah Gale, Sue Etherington-
Smith, Alice Pennell, Nicki Kitchen.

Advertising Rates

Quarter Page:

Black & White £40 (10 issues)

Colour £50.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £6.00 (one off advert)
Colour £8.00 (one off advert)

Half Page: (Landscape only)

Black & White £80 (10 issues)

Colour £110.00 (10 issues)

Black & White £10.00 (one off advert)
Colour £15.00 (one off advert)

Full Page:

Black & White £120.00 (10 issues)
Colour £170 (10 issues)

Black & White ££15.00 (one off advert)
Colour £25.00 (one off advert)

You can pay for ads directly into our
account: Sort Code: 60 01 35
Acct: 52612236
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village, please
call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 07972
263331 (Ferris). We are also lucky enough to have a really great village
website at: thesibfords.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

SUPPORT OUR VILLAGE HALL AND WIN!

Support the Sibford Village Hall lottery for a chance to win cash prizes every
month of the year.

For a one off payment of £48 you could win a first prize of £75, second prize
of £45 or third prize of £30 in every monthly draw.

The lottery provides vital funds and in the last financial year generated £1,648
towards village hall funds.

To find out how to make your payment contact Anne at crucialpr@macace.net

May winners were

First Prize Tracey Morbey, second prize Emilia Zakrzewska third prize Kate and
Ali Paul.

Upcoming Events this Summer

Sunday 28th June - Motorbike rally starting at Revs
Cafe, Shipston

Friday 10th July - Golf Day at Feldon Valley, Lower
Brailes



mailto:crucialpr@macace.net

LETTERS AND NOTICES

Shrubfest 2026
Saturday June 27th

SIBFORD’s very own charity music festival is
back for a second year of fund-raising, fun
and great sounds in a beautiful garden
setting.

Tickets for this friendly evening in aid of The
Brain Tumour Charity in memory of David
Tarring, are now on sale for £8 (£10 on the
door, under 16s are free).

The garden gate will be open at Shrubbery
Cottage, Sibford Ferris on Saturday June 27
from 4pm until 8pm. Entertainment will
feature a line-up of local musicians headlined
by Sibford band Main Street.

Please bring your own picnic, drinks and
chairs or rugs..

All funds raised will go to this world-beating British charity dedicated to
funding vital research, raising awareness, reducing diagnosis times and providing
support and information for people with brain tumours, their families and
friends.

Tickets available from Mrs N Durrant, Account No: 35522744 Sort Code:
09-01-30

Please use your name as reference. Many thanks



Bespoke bathrooms, kitchens and carpentry
Fitted furniture

Plumbing and electrical works

Home improvements and renovations

From concept to completion
Exceptional value,

Hugo exceptional service
T: 01295 780355
Se or 07773 319239
E: hugo.seely@gmail.com

Tradding in the Sitfonds since 1992 Excellent references

Do you need a helping hand to find the
mortgage, pension or investment
that’s right for you?

For Independent financial advice please
get in touch

a
SCR Financial

Call Sue for a free telephone consuitation

01295788475

sue@scrfinancial.co.uk

www.scrfinancial.co.uk

uthorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority FCAN 950557




Sibford Veterans FC Crowned BDLJ Champions

On Sunday 19th April, Sibford Veterans Football Club lifted the Banbury
District and Lord Jersey Division 2 title — the club's first piece of silverware in
an official FA-sanctioned league for many years. A 2-1 win over Kenilworth
Town Veterans sealed it with a game to spare, in what was the club's very first
season in the league.

It hasn't been a straightforward journey. Just over a year ago, the team was
playing in a loosely organised friendly league, but enjoyment levels were
waning. After one particularly difficult afternoon, the club decided things
needed to change. They joined a properly structured league, kept the spine of
the squad, and added players from the village, surrounding areas, and a little
further afield.

The result was nine league games played, eight won, one lost. Cup runs against
higher-division opposition showed the team could more than hold its own.

The title-decider itself was a nervy affair. Sibford went 1-0 down and were
kept in the game by goalkeeper Mark Boyd, whose string of saves drew gasps
from the touchline. After the equaliser, Munir Sanneh headed home the winner
— his first ever headed goal — to spark wild celebrations.

Special thanks go to secretary Rob Parsons, player/sponsor Ryan Breslin from
Cherwell Windows, and the families, friends and former managers who came to
support throughout the season. The team plays its home games at Sibford
School on Sunday mornings, and can usually be found celebrating (or
commiserating) at the Wykham Arms afterwards.

New players and spectators are always welcome next season as the club looks
to defend its title in the higher division. Lee McCallum




Beautiful British Seasonal Flowers!

Flower stall open Thursday to Sunday for Jars and
Bunches 9am-6pm

I also supply Florist and Bridal Bouquets and Gift
Buckets for special occasions and Funeral Flowers

Contact Carolyn@Homecloseflowers .co.uk
07711 897902

Sustainable flowers, scented, seasonal, grown, not flown!

QUALITY FISH DIRECT G PC Problems
FROM GRIMSBY MARKET it = a+ qualified
Proprietor: Robert Hill - Windows PC Technician
hill42804@gamail.com repairs — upgrades - advice
07578 195979 Contact Dan on:
Freshest fish and shellfish direct from 01295 788766
Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering s e
directly to your home every Thursday ehll frie=depetax@omallicom
from 3.45 - 4.15
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NOT SO GREAT TASTE

CAULIFLOWER (OR SWEET POTATO) AND
CHICKPEA

75g cashews; 1 tbsp veg oil; 1 large onion roughly chopped; 2 green chillies; 4
garlic cloves finely sliced; 5¢cm piece of ginger, peeled and grated; 1 tsp curry
powder; 1 tsp turmeric; Lime juice; 1 cauliflower, divided into florets; 1x400m;
coconut milk; 1 tsp nigella seeds; 100g spinach/chard; bunch of coriander; S&P

1. Dry fry cashews for 3-4 mins in a deep frying pan.Remove and set aside

2. Add oil. Cook onion for 2-3 mins. Chuck in chilli, garlic, curry powder,
turmeric and lime juce. Coninue to fry until onions are soft.

3. Add cauliflower florets or sweet potato chunks. Throw in cashews and nigella
seeds. Bring to simmer and cook (covered) for 20 mins until sauce is thickened.

4. Stir through chopped spinach or chard. Season well. Replace lid until
spinach/chard is wilted. Stir through chopped coriander, stalks and all.

5. Serve, garnished with more chopped coriander and a bottle of red wine

FUN CORNER

A lion and a tiger are walking down the High Street. The lion turns to the tiger
and says, "Not many people about for a Saturday, are there?




Original Wooden Platters & Boards
Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at
Temple Mill. Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for:
~ Presentation - Food Theatre! ~ Cake Boards ~ Cheese Boards ~
~ Chopping Boards ~ Serving Platters ~ Etc~
** 5t Wedding Anniversary: ‘Wood’ **
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower. Welcome to view.
07580 597042 - jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk - 01295 780418
www.at-temple-mill.co.uk

Holiday Cottage in Cornwall
On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-
facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the
vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.
Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,
plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room
boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out
sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport
connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.
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VILLAGE HALL NEBWS

Ginny’s retirement from Village Hall duties? We are delighted that three
volunteers have offered to take over some of Ginny's many jobs at the Village
Hall - more details coming soon. There are more opportunities to help, so if you
have any sKills or interests and can be a regular helper in any small way, then
please contact Ginny 01295 780373

Thursday Community Cafe 2.30 - 4.30pm We would love to welcome new
members to come and join in the activities, have a chat and a cup of tea and
cake! There is no charge as these events are kindly sponsored by the Town
Estate Charity.

Book Swap Saturdays and Café continue: June 20+ and July 18+ 10am-12pm,
Small Hall. Come and browse a large selection of books for all ages and genres
and have a drink and a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees available. It's
free to borrow books but donations welcome.

CCTV installation and security: The grounds are now closely monitored by
CCTV. Hirers, please double check that doors are locked after use. If you see
anything suspicious, please photograph it and report it.

Fencing: please do not climb over the fence into the horse field. If your
football goes into the field, it will have o stay there until it gets thrown back.

Parking space does not include the yellow hatched area as that is for
emergency access to the rear of the hall. Please park on the field if needed,
now that it has dried out.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our online booking system:
When paying, please include your name and the invoice number. Preferential
rates for village residents are only £12/hr (one hall); and £22/hr (both halls).
Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.
www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk.

Charlotte Davies, Village Hall Trustee
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4 Stag s Head ‘-,
: The Green, :
Swalcliffe,
Banbury,
Oxfordshire OX155E]
: Tel: 01295788660 :
», www.the-stags-head.couk ¢

*
--------------------------------------

Opening Times

Bar Restaurant
Monday 12-2.30-5.00-to close 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Tuesday 5.00-to close closed
Wednesday 12-2.30-5.00-to close 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Thursday 12-2.30-5.00-to close 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Friday 12-to close 12-2.00-6.00-8.30
Saturday 12-to close 12-3.00-6.00-8.30

Sunday 12- 8.00 12-3.00

A lovely traditional thatched village pub, circa 1445. Open
fire for the colder weather & pretty pub garden with
countryside views covered pergola. Ales, Lagers, Cider,
Guinness, Bottle Beers, Spirits International & Greek
Wines. Lights Bites, Full Menu, Greek Dishes Sharing
Platters & Specials. Local Products

We Have over 35 Years Experience in Hospitality
We can also Cater for small Parties and weddings
Contact us to Discuss your Requirements
Check our website for up Coming Events

Greek Night Last Saturday of Every Month
Book in Advance

Two B&B Rooms

Check our website for up Coming Events
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n NATURE NOTES

There seem to have been large numbers of Holly Blue butterflies around this
year. These first brood butterflies lay their eggs on holly where the larvae
eat the developing flowers and berries. The second brood which flies in late
July, and early August lay their eggs on ivy. Numbers of Holly Blues are known
to fluctuate on a three-to-six-year cycle which may be connected to numbers
of the tiny host-specific parasitic wasp that lays its eggs in the young larvae.

I thought there were more Blackbirds around than normal this year, but I
read that overall, Blackbird numbers are down in England possibly due to the
mosquito borne Usutu virus. Blackbirds are particularly affected by this virus,
but it can affect other birds and even humans.

Lexie Hopper sent me a photo of a moth found indoors which I was able to
identify as a male Bee Moth. These moths feed on wax and other debris in bee
and wasp nests and quite often turn up in homes at any time of the year.
Although small the female moths in particular are very attractive with
iridescent green markings.

We thought we had lost all the newts from our garden pond but were pleased
to see at least a couple come to the surface when we were topping up the
pond using the last of the rainwater from out butt at the end of the long dry
session in April.

Please send any contributions for the next Nature Notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com. Andy and Gill Newbold

>

Q FRIENPSHIP CLUB

The July meeting is an afternoon of games and bingo. If nothing else it will be
an afternoon of laughter. Evey Boughton
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e

AMNESTY .2

INTERNATIONAL

Charlotte's Kilimanjaro Climb for
Amnesty International UK

‘/Amf donations you can give - no matter the
- amount - are 8o appreciated. I am very motivated
and excited to embark on this adventure and
hugely important fundraising cause. Thank you
very much for any support you can give :))
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%TUI;AER'NE JUNE NEWS
HOSPICE

Dates for your diary:

Sunday 7 June: Tysoe garden

Sunday 7 June: Aynho gardens

Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 June: Hook Norton gardens
Sunday 14 June: Brackley Care Home garden

To find out more visit: www.khh.org.uk/gardens

Take on a challenge
Are you looking for a new challenge? Katharine House has a fantastic
programme of events for 2026, from local favourites to once-in-a-
lifetime experiences.
Get involved in the Banbury Triathlon, a 13,000ft skydive, or take on the
unforgettable night-time Snowdon trek, finishing with a sunrise at the
summit.
Whatever your challenge and goal, you'll be supported every step of
the way while raising vital funds for Katharine House Hospice.
Find out more at: www.khh.org.uk/events

Volunteering opportunities
If you're looking to do something meaningful in 2026, Katharine House
Hospice has a range of rewarding volunteering opportunities.
Living Well is seeking a volunteer complementary therapist on Monday
mornings (10am-12 noon) to offer hand or foot massage, helping patients
relax and feel supported.
We also need weekend front reception and weekend ward reception
volunteers to welcome visitors, offer a friendly face and help with the
small things that make a big difference. This role is flexible and can fit
around your life.
Find out more at: www.khh.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities

Monthly email newsletter - keep up to date with your local hospice

Sign up to receive our Katharine House email newsletter and keep in
touch with all our latest news and fundraising events at the hospice:
khh.org.uk/newsletter
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https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/tysoe-garden-open-gardens
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/aynho-village-open-gardens/
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/hook-norton-village-open-gardens/
https://khh.org.uk/whats-on/fundraising-events/brackley-care-home-open-garden/
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https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/front-reception-volunteer/
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/ward-receptionist-weekend/
https://khh.org.uk/join-us/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/ward-receptionist-weekend/
https://www.khh.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities
https://khh.org.uk/keep-in-touch/newsletter/

OPUS
Property
Services Ltd

01285 780652
07816592124

PN

ANN WOOLGROVE

« curtains « soft furnishings

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR
CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

Pattern book room for you
to browse Fabric designs
All aspecls ol properly inainlenance

Curtains, Blinds & Cushions and refurtishment undertaken frem
Loose covers & Lamsphade making replacement light bulbs and tap
vazhers to new cellings and fioors.
Headboards & bedspreads tvashers tane 9 e
Curtain poles & tracks Plumbing, tiling, wood flooring, floor
. renovation, under floor heating.
New Sofas & chairs & reupholstery ot e it
plastering. clectrics, decarating, damp
proofing. carpentry, locks, drains,

"MAB kilc:berns, halhraoms ede:

07845 215814 Call us or visit our webaite for
ann@annwoolgrove.com | ann@yarnhill.co.uk more Information:
www.annwoolgrove.com www.opusps.co.uk

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT
We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your
regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,
specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,
pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning
We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask
Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am-1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES
AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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SUNEDPAY SMALLHOLPING

The weather...farmers the world over are ruled by it; we work to its whims and
there's no escape. As I write all is well as it is raining and the vegetable
garden is grateful. The three potato varieties are the same as last year,
Desiree and Maris Piper maincrop and Charlotte as a second early. These
potatoes will appear in my 'shop' later in the summer along with any other veg
I manage to grow.

My ground, when dug over, produces a thick carpet of fat hen, also known as
muckle weed, goosefoot, lambs quarters or wild spinach. I believe its actually
good for you to eat; good for digestion. I eat a lot of it as a salad during my
year of self sufficiency along with hairy bittersweet. I assume it gets the
name fat hen because the hens love it.

My hens are having a frustrating time. As you know the pigs spent the winter
in the hen pen. They went in there because as piglets they escaped the pig
netting and as the hen pen was empty it seemed like a good idea...wrong, a
very bad idea. The pigs eat absolutely everything and turned it into a desert.
Now the new hens are there snapping up anything green that tries to grow! I
have been allowing the hens to roam outside of their pen to feast on grass

but the fox, needing to feed its young has been seen too often and so they are
now Kept in. If you are passing the hen pen and feel sorry for the hens, please
pick some grass and poke it through their fence. The pigs also like grass and
the goats like ivy!

It is coming up to the time when sweet smelling elderflowers decorate the
hedgerows. I am giving myself the challenge to make vast quantities of cordial
and, like the apple sauce, put it in the 'shop' with proceeds again being donated
to the Ukranian war effort.

A last thought, I would like to offer families the opportunity to come here for
a couple of hours during the summer holidays and get a bit 'hands on'. Let me
know if you are keen and we can discuss possibilities.

Lamb and pork will be in my freezers over the coming weeks.

My number 07891 249526 Sue Sabin
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FILM NIgHT

This month's film is on Wednesday June 24+ and is "Mother's Pride"
Mother's Pride is a British feelgood comedy drama that follows the grieving
Harley family as they struggle to save their failing village pub in the West
Country. To avoid bankruptcy, they attempt to brew their own real ale and
enter it into the Great Britain Beer Awards.

With Martin Clunes, James Buckley and Jonno Davies.

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30

Tea and coffee available or bring your own bottle.
Admission £5 Petra Berry

Home Wanted to Rent
Looking for a 2 or 3-bedroom rental in
the Sibfords or nearby villages as
landlord is selling. Mother and child
looking to stay close to the local
school.

If you know of any available properties,

please get in touch via email:
georgina anne(@hotmail.com
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RED HORSE VALE

Red Horse Vale are a long established and
family run distributor of Fuels for heating and
vehicles, as well as Building, Farm and Garden

Supplies.

Solid Fuels * Logs and Kindling Wood
Gas in Cylinders e Central Heating Oil
Farm Oils ¢ Sand and Ballast
Postcrete o Cement o Slabs
Fencing Materials ¢ Garden Supplies
Top Soil ® Composts ¢ Flower Pots
Wood Chippings ® Animal Feeds

Call us for a free quotation!
OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY
8am to 5pm
www.redhorsevale.co.uk
01926 642 832
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422), Oxhill,
Warwickshire, CV35 0RP

Visiting Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Julia Edwards p.pod. M. vch. s. s. R.ch.

State Registered

Special rate £40/visit
Chipping Norton - Sibford - Hook Norton
Call 07854 968377 to arrange a home visit
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O?‘D GO/1’ As we move through the summer term, the children have been

&« making the most of the warmer weather with plenty of outdoor
§ ‘% learning and Forest School activities. Our fire pit has been a
particular highlight across the school this term. In Oak Class
rg‘ OB science, pupils used it to investigate combustibility and heat
%Lb c,;é\ convection, while Beech Class recreated the Great Fire of

London by safely burning the paper models they had made as
part of their history topic. Of course, no Forest School session
would be complete without toasting marshmallows around the
fire at the end of the day!

A science lesson at the fire pit
with Mr. Cameron

Building a fire with Mrs Davies

Oak Class also enjoyed a special Forest School Day to celebrate the end of their Year 6
SATs. After a busy week of examinations, it was a wonderful opportunity for the children
to relax, work together outdoors and enjoy some well-earned fun. We are incredibly
proud of all the children for the mature, positive and determined way they approached
SATs week: they were absolutely marvellous throughout.

There have also been exciting educational visits; Willow Class took part in an Anglo-Saxon
Day at the Earth Trust in Abingdon while Oak Class travelled to the Law Courts in Oxford
for an engaging trial day experience in a workshop called ‘The Dark Side of the Victorians’.
We have more trips planned, with Acorn Class visiting the Cotswold Wildlife Park, and
Beech Class travelling to the Story Museum in Oxford.

With Mosaic Day and Circus Skills Day workshops still to come, there is certainly plenty
more creative excitement ahead. The summer term is always one of the busiest times of
the school year, but it is also one of the happiest, filled with memorable experiences,
outdoor learning and opportunities for the children to learn beyond the classroom.

To find out more about our wonderful, welcoming village school and the things that are going on in
each class, please take some time to visit our school website at
http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/
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Sibford

Discover Sibford School

Sibford is a co-educational day and boarding school from Early Years to Sixth Form. A
school that is passionate about empowering young people with the skills, self-belief, and
spirit to take their place in the world.

Focused on the needs of the individual child, Sibford encourages them to explore,
discover, and challenge their potential. And they do. Students leave with an inner
confidence and a clear sense of where they want to go in life.

Sibford believes that academic success is driven by outstanding pastoral care and a well-
rounded education. The open and calm environment gives students the confidence and
mindset to work to their full potential. A vibrant and varied curriculum enriched by a
wealth of co-curricular activities encourages individuals to discover and follow their own
path, whether it’s a traditional academic one, creative arts, technology or horticulture.

Small class sizes with dedicated teachers nurture, inspire and stretch students, giving
them the space to collaborate, challenge and be creative in their learning.

Sibford places great value on human experience, collaboration and connection, so
encourages families to come and experience the school for themselves.

Join our next whole school open morning

Friday 26 June, 10.15am

Visit sibford.org.uk/events to book your place, or call our Admissions Registrar on 01295
781203.




PILATES IN SIBFORD
Private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279 Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.
#MadelnSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com
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In aid of

THE

RAIN
TUMOUR

CHARITY
‘MAIN

STREET’

=== SIBFORD’S FAVOURITE BAND

(PLUS LOCAL MUSICIAN COLLABORATION)




C A B THE VILLAGE SHOP
. £1. DErget HOOK NORTON
*Matioral Lottary®
Grocary - Gmangrocary - Bakary - Winas

Painting & Decorating Spirits - Confactionary - Nawspapars

Interiors & Exteriors Magazinas - Cards - Botlad Gas
Residential & Commercial Opan Monday to Friday

Carpentry Repairs &am o & pm
and
Property Maintenance Saturday & am to & pm
Sunday & am to 6 pm
Tekphone: 01608 737245

Mobile: 07875 212 315

Office Tel/Fax:

01295 738633 Please note: On Sunday, we open

at 9am

The .,
Stay in style SePetlc Tank

in the Sibfords Store

Sumptuous self-catering

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER
30 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE

Newly refurbished self-cateri dati . .
st Ablluilbinidie il il e Sewage Treatment Plant installation
set in stunning private gardens with heated

swimming pool, tennis court and croquet lawn. Irrigation and waterpipe

4 beds, 5 bathrooms. Sleeps 8 (plus 4 in the Rain harvesting

main house for larger groups). Drainage projects

) ) Outdoor electrical works

Private dinners also catered for up to 16 guests.

Contact Sally Wass

T: 01295780104

E: sally.wass@btinternet.com
www.holmbyhouse.com

SN @

Ditch clearance and field drainage

Contact us for friendly advice
www.theseptictankstore.co.uk
T: 01295 236101  E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.uk
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SBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Sibford Strollers
4 June, (other dates TBA)
departure from VH at 10 sharp, therefore be there by latest 9.55. I won't
announce destination in advance but choose according to mud factor. They
might be on foot from VH ora short drive to start/finish point. Any queries to
me on 07711 131399 or sebannister@gmail.com welcome. Future dates will be
added.

Sibford Striders
Sibford Striders walks (c. 2 hour walk) will take place on 10th JUne & 24th
June, departing village hall at 09.30. We aim to return to the village hall by
12 noon. Any queries to: christophersteane@gmail.com mob 07703 719749

FOOTPATHS

Our footpath warden is......Allan Smith , Arundel House, Backside Lane
07447 423043. Any problems or complaints, then please contact Allan.

Sibford Quakers
Something about us

The earliest Quakers in the villages were organised and established by 1669 and
they met in the house of clockmaker Thomas Gilkes. A decade later, a purpose-
built meeting house was constructed and the current meeting house dates from
1865.

In 1842, Sibford School was founded for the education of the children of
'disowned' Quakers who were not in unity, as their children were barred from
going to Ackworth School. Later, children from practising Quaker families could
also attend.

At our QFHS Spring Meeting, we had talks at both the school and the meeting
house on a variety of topics. These included both Quaker-centred topics and
also connected themes.

Our late member Michael Hargreave, who died in 2025, was from the Sibfords
and this QFHS Spring Meeting was dedicated to his passion for family history
and his memory.

We would be very happy for you to join us. All are welcome. Zoe Wesson
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D&D Enterprises

DAVE & DAUGHTERS
PAINTING & DECORATING

TEL: 07734 679 251
@: DAVE@DANDDENTERPRISES.CO.UK

W: WWW.DANDDENTERPRISES:CO.UK

For all your local Painting & Decorating Services

Internal & External

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Insured

Free, No Obligation Quote

% % Y% %

www.danddenterprises.co.uk

% R Locke & Son

& iz-l Cn S
Generations of Care Independent Family Funeral Directors — Est 1853

S Offices at Brailes, Shipston,
Kineton and Wellesbourne

01608 685 274

For more information about our services,
to view our funeral announcements
and online donations, please visit

www.rlockeandson.co.uk

As a family owned business serving our
local area, we take great pride in offering
a dedicated and compassionate service.

uuuuuu

GOLDEN CHARTER SALE

INERAL F

-~/ L Sscress ]
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2l SEBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

On Thursday 16* April, Marie-Louise Kerr gave us an excellent talk on “The
Romans of Oxfordshire”. Her enthusiasm for her subject shone through during
the whole of her talk, which covered the Roman invasion of Britain, life before
and after the Romans arrived, and examples of Roman remains, archaeological
finds, and sites of Roman occupation in Oxfordshire

She gave us some good tips for further research: the tombstone for the
legionary who died in AD 50 - Lucius Valerius, and the Didcot mirror, are both
to be seen at the Museum of Oxfordshire, Woodstock, and the Roman villa at
North Leigh is well worth a long visit.

Closer to home is Broughton Castle, where one of the largest Roman villas in
Britain was discovered by a Banbury detectorist and historian in 2018, on one
of the estate’s farms. A secret trial dig was undertaken. The five trial
trenches were re-covered and a full excavation would have to be done over a
period of years.

We are looking forward to our talk in June by popular speaker, art historian
Lizzy Rowe, who has been to Sibford several times and has given us
fascinating tours of some of the rooms at the Ashmolean. Her topic will be
“John Piper and Oxfordshire”. John Piper (1903 - 1992) was responsible for
the Baptistery window at Coventry Cathedral.

Doors at the Village Hall, Sibford, will open at 7.15pm, and the talk starts at
7.30pm.

Visitors: £5. Light refreshments will be served afterwards.

Diana Hughes
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DBIP YOU KNOW?

Education in the Sibfords - Our
Village School - Part 4, 1935 to 1950

By 1935 the village population had
dropped in both villages - 301 in the Gower
and 206 in the Ferris and the number of
children in school had reduced to 74 even
~ though the school leaving age had risen to

Oliver Hooper and Class - 1930's fourteen years of age. Epwell still had its
own village school at the time although its older pupils aged eleven and over, came
to school in Sibford. The school building remained much the same as in 1900. The
heating was just as ineffective with a temperature of 8C being recorded at 10
o'clock on a winter morning. The installation of electricity was completed in 1935
- earlier than in many neighbouring villages, due mainly to the demands made by the
Quakers at Sibford School. The staffing had increased to two assistant and one pupil
teacher, in addition to the headmaster. There was less ill health recorded in the
school registers due to fewer epidemics but attendance was still poor as children
were expected to help with allotment and harvesting work.

As communication improved beyond the village through daily newspapers, the radio
and a bus service, the importance of school as a place of education improved,
resulting in better attendance. Lessons also took on a more attractive guise and
the children were regularly taken out for nature walks, outside visits and there were
area sports at Hook Norton, county sports at Kidlington and weekly visits to Bloxham
for woodwork for the older boys and to North Newington for needlework for the girls.
Classes were now divided more by age than ability with the introduction of
differentiated lessons for the more or less able. The infant’s class ranged from 5
- 8 years of age, the middle class from 8 - 11, and the top class for those of over
11 up to 14 years.

In 1942 the children over 11 from Swalcliffe joined those from Epwell in coming
to Sibford Gower Endowed School. This necessitated the running of a bus from
Swalcliffe via Epwell to Sibford. With falling numbers on the school roll -
there were only 40 on register, Epwell School was closed and children of all
ages were bussed to the Gower school. A new canteen was built out of one of
the cloakrooms and all pupils, bar one, stayed to school dinner and enjoyed the
free school milk which had been introduced in 1938.

Maureen Hicks
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HORTl SOCIETY

The Spring Show was a triumph! The committee was delighted with the high
standard of entries and the number of new people having a go. We were also
very encouraged at the number of children entering. A big thank you to all
those involved; either those who contributed raffle prizes, cakes or plants for
the plant sale; to Sue Bannister whose plants once again delighted and amazed,
to Val Law who ably ran the tea and cake stall and to all the committee
members who set up the hall and put everything away afterwards.
The proceeds from the show have allowed us to subsidise all Horti members who
are going tfo Rodmarton Manor on June 18 for a day trip round the house and
gardens which is marvellous!
And lastly, though not in date order, a reminder that Sibford is supporting the
National Garden Scheme by opening its choicest gardens on June 14th. Please
come and support the event and take the opportunity to be inspired by other
people’s creativity. And then collapse with a cup of tea and a slice of cake at
the village hall.
Enjoy your gardens!

Diana Thompson

WHAT WE'RE READING

CAN AKILLER
EVER GO FREE?

PICKLE JAR

Recipes for

Making and Using, 4=
Pickles and Ferment4/d
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Desert Island Discs with
Amol Rajan

Craig Ogden and the

Aquarelle Guitar Quartet Gala Picnic Concert

Dinner & Opera Arias

Classical Singing
Competition

Junior Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire

Academy of Barmy
Composers Afternoon Tea Concert

Adrian Bradbury Isbourne Trio

WWW.CHADLINGTONFESTIVAL.ORG.UK @
EXCEPTIONAL MUSIC, TIMELESS SETTINGS

D&C 2026 - A5 Event Flyer.indd 1 7N 02/04/2026 08:06



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SCAM
ALERT

These scams keep coming and here are some of the most recent;

1. A scam text impersonating Barclays Bank from a spoofed mobile
number tells you that a direct debit has been arranged ( in this case a
debit to Blackhorse Finance for £362.84.) It provides a number to call,
which will put you through to the scammer who'll probably want your
personal details and financial info.

Scam texts like this can be reported by forwarding them to 7726.

2. Scam FCA text. Text messages claiming to be from the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) state that your details were
identified in a Report Fraud (the old Action Fraud) report, and that your
personal data is at risk due to a data breach. It gives you a number to
call (of course it does), when you will be asked to confirm your details.
One report also said they were given a 5 digit reference code to quote
when called by a 'manager’ to verify fraudulent activity.

Don't go this far. Just report as at 1 above.

3. TV Licensing. Claiming your TV Licence could not be renewed as
your insurer has declined the Direct Debit payment demand. You are
asked to update your details. The link included will lead to a phishing
website intent on stealing your personal and payment information. Scam
emails like this can be reported by forwarding them to
'report@phishing.qov.uk'.

4. Finally and closer to home. I'm advised that recently the small
group of garages at the rear of High Meadow were subject to some
damage. Fortunately the area is covered by decent CCTV and the young
‘perps' (in their black hoodies and riding electric scooters) are probably
readily identifiable.

That's all for now. They tell me summer is close.
Peter Hine. Co-ord Gower and Burdrop Watch. Tel 788830
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.
Atlas
Pest and Wildlife
Control
Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
rodents, insects etc.
Call Phil
07768 111491

01295 367066
Never beaten on price or

professionalism

& Registration R M H
Services

ER MAINTENANCE

Oil Boiler Servicmg
Oil Aga Servicing
New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156

Emergency Breakdowns: O 7 9 7 3 1 2 8 9 8 7
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SBFORP PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

At our May meeting, we watched part of a presentation on recent photographic
software developments (primarily driven by AI), explaining their effects and
discussing the ethical implications of their use. We also reviewed our members'
photographs of "People at Work", which showcased a multitude of different
occupations and skills.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 30th June when, weather permitting, we
will visit Woodford Bottom and Lamb's Pool Nature Reserve for an outdoor
photography session.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you are interested

in joining, please contact Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295
780357. We generally meet on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in
the small hall at the Village Hall.

Potter at Work
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE

2nd - Friendship Club - Village Hall 2pm

3rd- Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms 1lam
5th - Mens' Breakfast Club - The George, Brailes - 9.30am

13th- Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall 10am - 12pm
l4th - Horti Meeting - Village Hall 7.30pm
18th - Horti visit - Rodmarton Manor 10am

18th - Sibford History Society "John Piper" - Village Hall 7.30pm
24th - Film Night "Mother's Pride" - Village Hall 7.30pm
30th - Sibford Photography Club "* - Village Hall 7pm

BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 2nd; 16th; 30th
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 9th; 23rd

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:
Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

7 5 SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

Sibford Ferris - Banbury

M-F: 6.19, 8.37, 11.07, 13.32, 17.34. Sat: 6.56, 8.35, 11.09, 13.32, 17.22
Banbury - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 6.50 (Term time), 7.05 (Hols), 11.40; 14.30; 18.00
Sat: 11.40, 14.30, 17.40

Sibford Ferris - Stratford

M-F: 7.13 (Term time), 7.28 (Hols), 12.03, 14.53, 18.23.
Sat: 12.03, 14.53, 18.03

Stratford - Sibford Ferris

M-F: 5,40, 7.30, (Term Time), 7.35 (Hols), 10.30, :132450, 16.25. Sat: 6.17, 7.57, 10.30, 12.50, 16.40

No service on Sundays or
Bank Holidays



Your Local
Locksmith.

g;

R gy SERvIes

Annalisa Sederholm

yoga massage

an invitation to create space for stillness, energy & peace

07928098018

info@organic-living.co.uk
www.organic-living.co.uk
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IOCAL OGS

SIBFORD VILLAGE HAL

FLOW YOGA DELIVERED
WEDNESDAYS 9-10AM
CHAIR YOGA Two Yrs barn dried
MONDAYS 10-11 8" and 12" available
WEDNESDAYS 10\.15—11.15
» o6k p Also available bagged
< S kindling.
YIN 07816 379 836

EVERY 2 WEEKS

ANY ENQUIRIES TO:
IETTES3@BTINTERNET.COM

0j7 703 836856

The Forge Garage (Brailes) Ltd
Your local, family-run garage.

MOT’s, Servicing, Air Conditioning, Diagnostics and In-Depth Repair Work

Pump attended fuel station also selling Calor gas, kindling, coal, BBQ coal
We're here to help so please contact us today on 01608 685247 if you have any questions
about your vehicle, or for a free no-obligation quote.

https://www.theforgegarage.co.uk/
Telephone: 01608 685247;
Email: enquiries@theforgegarage.co.uk

BRAILES




