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Thought for the month:

"I just want you for my own

More than you could ever know

Make my wish come true

All I want for Christmas is you"

Mariah Carey

ED's THOUGHTS

LETTERS AND NOTICES

Cover photos: Mouse and Holly wish you a Merry Christmas!

Lottery winners for November:
1st prize - Anne Spackman

2nd prize - Kathy Yorke

3rd prize - Brian Joynes

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

Mary Nash wishes everyone a Very Happy Christmas. She won’t be
delivering cards this year so please don’t send any to her as it will make
her feel guilty!

A HUGE THANKYOU!
Our Brown envelope Appeal has made an astonishing £1573, including a very
generous donation from the Town Estates Charity.

It only leaves me to say a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you
all.... (And here's to a brilliant 2024!)
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

I would like to thank everyone for the well wishes I have received during my 30
days in the JR intensive care unit, ten days of which were in a coma. Each visit
from Robert and Katie was started with the list of friends who had stopped
them whilst walking the dogs or had sent cards. Which brings me to the rota
of friends who took on walking Hook and Penny in the afternoon, and giving
them dinner, thank you one and all.

I must name one person in particular, Dr Emma Haskew, who on receiving my
husbands telephone call came out of surgery to see me, and on a quick
examination phoned for the ambulance that took just 16 minutes to arrive. I
was told in the JR by several doctors that but for her prompt action I wouldn't
be alive today. THANK YOU.

For those who don't know, I was diagnosed with Legionella Longbeachae. The
micro biologists at the JR finally managed to ascertain the cause of my illness
was Peat Free Compost. The spores from the wood and sawdust in the compost,
if dry, escapes into the atmosphere, letting you breath it in. I would suggest
all gardeners take a look at the guidelines on the nhs website, also

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/health-and-wellbeing/minimising-health-risks-in-
the-garden.

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-24151700

As you will see from the BBC link authorities in Australia and New Zealand have
ensured that prominent warning labels are put on all compost bags sold.
Fortunately for me, the micro biologist spoke directly to my doctor who being
Australian, knew of the problem and changed my medication immediately.

I have started to slowly walk around the village, walking a little further each
day, it is going to take upto a year to get back to full fitness. It's great to be
able to say hello to everyone. Pam Ascott

RBL APPEAL

This year's appeal raised £1750 including all donations. This is a big increase
from last year so a huge thankyou to all who gave their support and special
thanks to all the collectors and organisations who made this a big success.
Next year we will need some new help with house-to -house collections. If
anyone is interested please let me know (tel 780731).Peter Abbott

mailto:petermorgan2@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/health-and-wellbeing/minimising-health-risks-in-the-garden
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/health-and-wellbeing/minimising-health-risks-in-the-garden
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-24151700
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

Cont'd

THE SIBFORDS CHRISTMAS LUNCH

This year, the Town Estate Charity have asked that the Sibford Lunch Club
Christmas Lunch should be
open to all members of our community over the age of 65. With this support we
have readily agreed
and very much look forward to welcoming all eligible villagers to our Christmas
lunch at the Village
Hall on Wednesday 20th December – 12.30 for 1.00pm.

If you haven’t already done so, please confirm that you will be joining us by
10th December 2023 so that we can confirm catering numbers. Contact either:

Keith Hicks 01295 780259 keith@hicks-sibford.co.uk

Jean Scouse 01295 780529 jeanscouse7@gmail.com

Advertise your event on thesibfords.uk
The village website is a great place to advertise your event. It will appear not
only on the “Village Calendar” page, but also on the website front page when
its date approaches. Moreover, subscribers to the “In the Sibfords today”
newsletter will get daily reminders of the event in the week leading up to it.

Email a description of the event to webmaster@thesibfords.uk including
relevant contact details and, if possible, an enticing picture. If you have a
poster, send a copy of that.

All Village Hall bookings show up automatically on the website, but with no
details other than their date and time unless you email them to the
webmaster as above.

The website is happy to advertise events located in nearby villages as well as
in Sibford.

Tim Huckvale

B

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
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The Wykham Arms

We're now open inside and outside! and

for takeaway, too

Homemade Desserts

Bespoke special occasions catered for

including anniversaries & birthdays

Weekly Specials

Please tel 01295 788808 or email

info@wykhamarms.co.uk to book or for

more information

The Wykham Arms @wykhamarms

www.theseptictankstore.co.uk

E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.ukT: 01295 236101

Contact us for friendly advice

Sewage Treatment Plant installation

Irrigation and waterpipe

Rain harvesting

Drainage projects

Outdoor electrical works

Ditch clearance and field drainage

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 

30 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 

CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145 
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions

Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads

Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery

MISS “T” CATERING. 

Good Home Cooked Food

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties.

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 
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Oil Boiler Servicing

on 01608 738156

NATURE NOTES

According to the BTO Blackbird numbers have been particularly low in gardens
during the Autumn this year. This may be due to poor breeding success and a
plentiful supply of food in hedgerows. The birds also are more timid when they
are moulting. Numbers in gardens should increase in the Winter months as wild
food becomes less plentiful and migrant birds from the continent start to
arrive.

Following my comments on an increase in Hedgehog numbers in the Sibfords it
has been pointed out that hedgehog road casualties are also now occurring
again. Driving with an awareness of wildlife (and other road users) is so
important now with more and more traffic on the roads.

Colin Lamb observed a number of Red Kites and Buzzards feeding on worms in
the stubble fields bordering Woodway Road. The worms were probably brought
to the surface following a period of heavy rain and were visible to the birds
after the crops had been harvested.

In October I recorded a Radford’s Flame Shoulder in my garden moth trap.
These are migrant moths which are normally recorded on the South coast and
rarely make it this far north. My record is probably the first for Oxfordshire.

Please send contributions for the next nature notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com . It would be good to have some more contributions
from the Gower side of the valley!

Andy and Gill Newbold

Buzzard with Worm Radford's Flame Shoulder

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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Oil and Watercolour 

classes
Learn the basics in a friendly 

informal class with easy to follow 

demonstrations 

OIL PAINTING - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 9.30 - 12.30 weekly)

  Shutford Village Hall

  (Saturday’s 9.30 - 12.30 monthly)

WATERCOLOUR - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 1.30 - 3.30 - weekly)

""px*gvejgtBdvkpvgtpgv0eqo
""yyy0pkign*gvejgt0eq0wm
  07792 657 248
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Warm Hub Social Afternoons are back: Thursdays from January 11th,
2.30-4.30pm

Warm Hubs are a chance to meet up with friends and even make some new ones.
Keep warm, have a tea/coffee and cake, play games, have a chat, or get crafting.
Socialising is good for our mental health and it’s good to have something to get you
out the house in the winter months. The Town Estate Charity is kindly funding the
sessions, so they are free to attend, just "drop in". Warm Hubs will be on every
Thursday until March 29th, except for February 1st. For further details contact
Ginny 780373 or ginnybennett@googlemail.com

Book Swap Saturdays and Cafe: Dec 16th 10am-12pm

Books for all ages and genres at this popular event. Come and have a drink and a
chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees available. It’s free to borrow books but
donations welcome.

Help look after our Village Hall

We need more volunteers from the village to help look after our Village Hall. A
couple of hours every week or two would make a huge difference. We really need
help with keeping the plants looking lovely. For further details contact
Ginny 780373 or ginnybennett@googlemail.com

Support the Village Hall by joining the Sibford Lottery

We have an amazing community lottery running with fantastic cash prizes every
month. Join now and next month could be your winning month! Existing members,
just a reminder to renew your annual subscription. Please contact
juliette53@btinternet.com or 07703 836856 to join or renew. £48 for 12 months
or £4 a month.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our new online booking system!

Bookings are made via www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk. When you are paying the
invoice for your event, please include your name and the invoice number. We have
preferential rates for village residents, only £11/hr (one hall); and £20/hr (both
halls). Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.

Polite reminders

Please do not walk your dogs on the Village Hall field. This is a play area for
children and a public facility where for obvious reasons dog walking is prohibited.
Keep dog walking for our beautiful countryside paths and fields instead.

mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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FILM NIGHTS

December 21st
Join us for a magical Christmas screening of the timeless classic "It's a
Wonderful Life"
Step into the heartwarming world of George Bailey and Bedford Falls as we
celebrate the spirit of the season with mulled wine and mince pies.
George Baily ,played by the iconic James Stewart, has dedicated his life to
helping others.
When his world takes a dark turn and he finds himself on the brink of despair,
he contemplates what life would be like if he had never been born, a wish
that's miraculously granted by an angel named Clarence.
George is given the opportunity to witness how Bedford Falls and the lives if
his residents would have been drastically different without his presence. He
discovers that his actions, no matter how small, have had a profound impact on
the town and the people he loves.
Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30.
Admission £3 pp. Mulled wine and mince pies.
January 25th
The film in is “The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry.” This is the story of an
unremarkable man who sets off on a remarkable journey. Harold lives a life
without purpose until he learns an old friend is dying and vows that in walking
across England to see her, his journey can keep her alive. With Jim Broadbent
and Penelope Wilton.

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30
Admission £3 pp. Refreshments available. Petra Berry

LOCAL MARKETS

Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market
- 1st Friday of the month

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month

Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday. Farmers market -
3rd Saturday of the month

Stourton Farmers - 1st Thursday of the month. 6-8pm

mailto:Diana_thompson@btinternet.com


Need a Tutor?
Experienced teacher offering one-to

–one after school tuition:

Primary English and maths, 11+,

Common Entrance Exam,

GCSE English literature and Spanish

DBS enhanced checked– registered

with the on line Update Service

Please contact: Maria Ocana Gil

Tel: 07879632959

SIBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

In October Dr Gillian White presented "Bess of Hardwick Hall," providing a
lively overview of Bess's tumultuous life, marked by early marriages, financial
challenges, and eventual wealth and power. The presentation delved into the
architectural and historical richness of Hardwick Hall, a fine example of
Elizabethan creativity. Married at 14, widowed at 17, Bess went on to have
three more husbands, ultimately achieving significant affluence that allowed
her to construct Hardwick New Hall in 1590. Gillian's vivid portrayal of the
hall's treasures stirred interest among attendees, prompting consideration of a
group visit; an idea which we’ll develop in the New Year.

In November Tim Healey told us about the historical significance of Drovers'
roads, where livestock were herded from Welsh pastures to London Markets, up
to the early 20th century. Evidence of drovers’ routes lie in placenames such as
“Little London”, “Cold Harbour” and “Drovers Arms”. One of the many surprises
in the talk was that “Little London” may derive not from a connection to the
capital city but from the old word “utlenden”, meaning “outsider”. Mostly
speaking only Welsh, drovers made use of wide tracks and wastelands to camp
on and feed their animals. Still to be seen are the groups of Scots Pines that
they planted to mark resting places for the next generation of drovers. We
also learned about turnpikes, early banking, and the ability of drovers’ dogs to
find their own way home once the livestock was sold.

Please put 15th February into your new diaries: the date of our Social Evening.

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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Original Wooden Platters & Boards 
     Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords   

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at 

Temple Mill.    Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for: 

~  Presentation Ï Food Theatre!  ~  Cake Boards  ~  Cheese Boards  ~

~  Chopping Boards   ~   Serving Platters   ~   Etc ~ 

**   5th Wedding Anniversary:  ÒYqqfÓ"",,
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower.    Welcome to view. 

07580 597042  -  jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk Ï 01295 780418
    www.at-temple-mill.co.uk 
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am

We are all lookiŶg forǁard to Christŵas here at Siďford Goǁer EŶdoǁed 
PriŵarǇ SĐhool aŶd haǀe ďeguŶ to deǀelop ideas for our ĐoŶtriďuioŶ to this 
Ǉear͛s Christŵas tree fesiǀal at the ĐhurĐh.  
The ĐhildreŶ loǀe to ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ eǀeŶts aŶd eǀerǇoŶe eŶjoǇed the 
sĐhool Harǀest Fesiǀal ĐeleďraioŶs ǁheŶ ǁe ǁere aďle to joiŶ ǁith frieŶds aŶd 
faŵilǇ at the ĐhurĐh.  We are ǀerǇ grateful to Barďara Foster aŶd her Đolleagues 
for their ǁarŵ ǁelĐoŵe oŶ a ĐhillǇ AutuŵŶ ŵorŶiŶg. 
As part of our preparaioŶ for this eǀeŶt, ǁe eǆplored hoǁ harǀest iŵe has 

ĐhaŶged ďeĐause of deǀelopiŶg teĐhŶologǇ aŶd the iŵpaĐt this has had oŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ life iŶ the ǀillages.  
The ĐhildreŶ ǁere iŶterested to learŶ hoǁ historiĐallǇ, eǀerǇoŶe, iŶĐludiŶg the ĐhildreŶ froŵ the sĐhool, 
ǁould haǀe ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ ďriŶgiŶg iŶ the Đrops, ǁhereas ŵuĐh of this is Ŷoǁ ŵaŶaged ďǇ huge 
ŵaĐhiŶes aŶd a ŵuĐh sŵaller ǁork forĐe.  Our ĐhildreŶ are alǁaǇs ǀerǇ iŶterested iŶ loĐal historǇ aŶd their 
ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ ǁith it.  We are lookiŶg forǁard to ǁelĐoŵiŶg Barďara Foster iŶto sĐhool to talk aďout ͚A War 
Tiŵe Christŵas͛ ǁith our older ĐhildreŶ aŶd to eǆplaiŶ the ŵeaŶiŶg of a ChrisiŶgle aŶd deŵoŶstrate hoǁ 
to ŵake a ĐhrisiŶgle iŶ a ǁhole sĐhool asseŵďlǇ.  This ǁill liŶk ďeauifullǇ ǁith the ĐhildreŶ͛s historǇ 
ĐurriĐuluŵ aŶd ‘.E. lessoŶs.

͞Froŵ litle aĐorŶs… ŵighty oaks do groǁ͟
To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are 

goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/ 

Nature 

by Dylan Mannix 

Luscious. The wind breathes  

on me as a storm thickens in the air. 

The heavy atmosphere  

has a calming touch on my skin. 

The birds singing, children laughing, 

joy is all around. I know it won’t last
as we take shelter under a fir tree. 

The smell of wet grass. Humid. 

I am not going to lie, I prefer indoors, 

but today felt different. 

I have a quick daydream, as always, 

I don’t know why. Beautiful breeze.
Thunder and lightning.  Buttercups, 

grass, flowers, daisies, grey clouds. 

We alǁaǇs ŵark ͚‘eŵeŵďraŶĐe͛ iŶ sĐhool, 
through aŶ asseŵďlǇ ǁith a 2-ŵiŶute sileŶĐe, 

aŶd oteŶ through art.  This Ǉear, the ĐhildreŶ iŶ 
Oak Class eaĐh paiŶted a poppǇ to ĐoŶtriďute to 

this ďeauiful Đollage.

We are plaŶŶiŶg to ruŶ soŵe poetrǇ ǁorkshops for 
the ĐhildreŶ iŶ sĐhool, partlǇ iŶspired ďǇ their loǀe 
of poetrǇ aŶd storǇ.  DǇlaŶ ǁrote the ďeauiful 
poeŵ ďeloǁ iŶ respoŶse to a lessoŶ siŵulus 
ǁhere the ĐhildreŶ ǁeŶt outside iŶto our glorious 
grouŶds to iŵŵerse theŵselǀes iŶ Ŷature.
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Locally grown Sibfords seasonal cut
flowers

Subscribe for a monthly bouquet or
pop along to our flower stall for bunches

Florist and DIY bridal buckets also
available

Contact carolyn@familywhites.co.uk
07711 897902

A perfect gift for Christmas!

Summer Monthly Bouquet Subscription
or gift vouchers also available

Each hand tied bouquet is individually
created using beautiful

seasonal scented blooms all grown
here in The Sibfords.

Collection of bouquets from Home
Close, Sibford Ferris, Oxfordshire

between April - September

Book online Home-close-
flowers.sumupstore.com

or contact Carolyn on 07711 897902

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering

directly to your home every Thursday

from 3.45 - 4.15 Please note: On Sunday, we open
at 9am

mailto:carolyn@familywhites.co.uk
http://home-close-flowers.sumupstore.com/
http://home-close-flowers.sumupstore.com/
mailto:hill42804@gmail.com


Holy Trinity Church 

The final photograph in this year’s Village 

Calendar features the Parish Church in 

Sibford Gower. Taken by a drone when the 

church roof was being inspected, the 

picture was submiAed by Rev. Neil Bowler.  

The final three months were kindly 

sponsored by Alan Berks who supplies hay, 

straw and manure locally. 

The King’s Commissioners visited the 

Sibfords during the ReformaHon and in 1547 reported ‘an ancient church which had 

fallen into decay’, but no site or remains have ever been found. This early chapel may 

have been used by priests who travelled between villages and who were paid by 

wealthy patrons to say prayers for their deceased relaHves. 

UnHl 1840 the Sibfords did not have an Anglican parish church but were part of the 

ecclesiasHcal parish of Swalcliffe (1.5 miles east of Sibford) and all services, including 

burial, took place there.  Holy Trinity Church was built by grant and public 

subscripHon to provide 500 seaHngs, 340 of which were free forever. The design was 

by H J Underwood of Oxford, and the land was donated by Rev William Wilkes in 

1839 and was consecrated for use in 1840.  It has a spacious feel under its roof which 

was restored in 2000.   Built in the shape of the Cross it does not have a separate 

chancel but has some fine pews and choir stalls built by local cra]smen.  

The single manual organ was also erected by public subscripHon in 1906.  Made by 

Jacksons of Oxford it was dedicated by the 

Bishop of Oxford.  The leaded-light windows in 

both the chancel and the nave are arranged in 

groups of three, represenHng the Holy Trinity.  

Some of the windows display excellent 

examples of Victorian and Edwardian stained 

glass.  These illustrate bible stories and events 

and some are dedicated memorial windows. 

Surrounded by its burial grounds, Holy Trinity Church is situated within the farming 

countryside and stands in the heart of the village community it serves.  

DID YOU KNOW?

15

Our calendar year has run its course – season greetings Maureen Hicks
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Advertising Rates in The Scene
The Sibford Scene is delivered to 480 homes in Sibford Gower, Sibford
Ferris and Burdrop
The Prices for 1 year (10 issues) are:
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 110
1/2 page 125mm x 90mm £ 65
1/4 page 60mm x 90mm £ 35
1/8 page 60mm x 40mm £ 20
Price for colour or a single issue on application to Oonagh O'Neill

You can pay for ads directly into our account:

Sort Code: 60 01 35 Acct 52612236

PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 78027 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

CHURCH SERVICES

Quakers - Sibford Gower, Sunday, 10.30 am

Roman Catholics - Brailes, Saturday, 5pm; Shipston, Sunday 9am
Kineton, Sunday 11am

Baptists - Hook Norton, Sunday, 10.30 am

Methodists - Marlborough Rd Banbury. Sunday, 10.30am
Shipston-on-Stour. Sunday, 10.30am (All the same circuit)

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

WALKING DATES
13 November; 27 November; 11 December followed by lunch at Carter’s Yard
for those who walk that day. Please let Sue know if you can attend the
lunch; 8 January; 22 January; 5 February

We leave the village hall on foot or by car at 10 am sharp to do a circuit of
approximately 2 hours. You are advised therefore, to get to the village hall by
9.55 am latest. Often a shorter version of the walk is possible but that it is
advisable to check with Sue just before

Dogs are welcome provided they are put on the lead when requested. Walking
boots and poles are recommended but not compulsory. Some routes include
stiles. If you would prefer a shorter walk, please contact Sue to discuss
as it is sometimes possible to leave a car about halfway, so the less energetic
may drop off and drive home. At the village hall, please park either on the
road or on the grass field beyond the tarmac.

Please don’t hesitate to ring me on 01295 780365 or email
sebannister@gmail.com if you have any queries.

Sue Bannister

FOOTPATHS
Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village,
please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T:
788865 (Ferris). We are lucky enough to have a really great village website
at: thesibfords.uk

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Just a gentle pre - Christmas reminder of the most popular scam phone calls;

1 Unpaid bill scam. You receive a call from a ' BT (EE) engineer ' saying that
you owe them money and that they are going to cut off your phone. The call
usually comes out of office hours you are asked for credit card details etc.

2. Investment scam. This one takes time as they are happy to chat about
your investments ( stocks and shares details are available on a public share
register). Then one evening they will ring you with ' an exceptionally exciting
opportunity - but you have to act fast and make an immediate decision'.

3. Computer Virus. You are contacted by one of the big organisations -
perhaps claiming to be Microsoft, advising you that they have detected a virus
on your machine.' Are you sitting at your machine? ...all you need to do is down
load some free software and all will be well.'

4. Lottery/competition. You've won! (even without taking part), but there
is an administration fee which needs to be paid before your prize can be
claimed.

5. Courier scam. Caller says they are from your bank and someone has
been fraudulently using your card. They ask you to hang up and dial another
number. They will send a Taxi/courier to collect your card.

If it feels wrong, it probably is. Keep calm and just hang up.

Have a safe Christmas.

Peter Hine. Neighbourhood Watch - Gower and Burdrop 01295 788830

mailto:carolyn@familywhites.co.uk
http://home-close-flowers.sumupstore.com/
http://home-close-flowers.sumupstore.com/
mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
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Yoga
Tuesdays: Beginner'sYoga. - 9-10am

Deddington Windmill Centre

Thursdays - All levels Yoga Flow.

9 - 10am

Gentle Yoga with a Chair - 10.15 - 11.15

Sibford Village Hall

Fridays: Hatha Flow Yoga - 9 - 10am

Deddington Windmill Centre

Any enquiries to

juliette53@btinternet.com

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,

specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,

pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS

Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES

AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP

We are all lookiŶg forǁard to Christŵas here at Siďford Goǁer EŶdoǁed
PriŵarǇ SĐhool aŶd haǀe ďeguŶ to deǀelop ideas for our ĐoŶtriďuioŶ to this
Ǉear͛s Christŵas tree fesiǀal at the ĐhurĐh.
The ĐhildreŶ loǀe to ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ eǀeŶts aŶd eǀerǇoŶe eŶjoǇed the
sĐhool Harǀest Fesiǀal ĐeleďraioŶs ǁheŶ ǁe ǁere aďle to joiŶ ǁith frieŶds aŶd
faŵilǇ at the ĐhurĐh. We are ǀerǇ grateful to Barďara Foster aŶd her Đolleagues
for their ǁarŵ ǁelĐoŵe oŶ a ĐhillǇ AutuŵŶ ŵorŶiŶg.
As part of our preparaioŶ for this eǀeŶt, ǁe eǆplored hoǁ harǀest iŵe has

ĐhaŶged ďeĐause of deǀelopiŶg teĐhŶologǇ aŶd the iŵpaĐt this has had oŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ life iŶ the ǀillages.
The ĐhildreŶ ǁere iŶterested to learŶ hoǁ historiĐallǇ, eǀerǇoŶe, iŶĐludiŶg the ĐhildreŶ froŵ the sĐhool,
ǁould haǀe ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ ďriŶgiŶg iŶ the Đrops, ǁhereas ŵuĐh of this is Ŷoǁ ŵaŶaged ďǇ huge
ŵaĐhiŶes aŶd a ŵuĐh sŵaller ǁork forĐe. Our ĐhildreŶ are alǁaǇs ǀerǇ iŶterested iŶ loĐal historǇ aŶd their
ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ ǁith it. We are lookiŶg forǁard to ǁelĐoŵiŶg Barďara Foster iŶto sĐhool to talk aďout ͚A War
Tiŵe Christŵas͛ ǁith our older ĐhildreŶ aŶd to eǆplaiŶ the ŵeaŶiŶg of a ChrisiŶgle aŶd deŵoŶstrate hoǁ
to ŵake a ĐhrisiŶgle iŶ a ǁhole sĐhool asseŵďlǇ. This ǁill liŶk ďeauifullǇ ǁith the ĐhildreŶ͛s historǇ
ĐurriĐuluŵ aŶd ‘.E. lessoŶs.

͞Froŵ litle aĐorŶs… ŵighty oaks do groǁ͟
To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are

goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/

joy is all around. I know it won’t last

I don’t know why. Beautiful breeze.

We alǁaǇs ŵark ͚‘eŵeŵďraŶĐe͛ iŶ sĐhool,
through aŶ asseŵďlǇ ǁith a 2-ŵiŶute sileŶĐe,

aŶd oteŶ through art. This Ǉear, the ĐhildreŶ iŶ
Oak Class eaĐh paiŶted a poppǇ to ĐoŶtriďute to

this ďeauiful Đollage.

We are plaŶŶiŶg to ruŶ soŵe poetrǇ ǁorkshops for
the ĐhildreŶ iŶ sĐhool, partlǇ iŶspired ďǇ their loǀe
of poetrǇ aŶd storǇ. DǇlaŶ ǁrote the ďeauiful
poeŵ ďeloǁ iŶ respoŶse to a lessoŶ siŵulus
ǁhere the ĐhildreŶ ǁeŶt outside iŶto our glorious
grouŶds to iŵŵerse theŵselǀes iŶ Ŷature.
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SIBFORD FRIENDSHIP CLUB wish all Members and Friends A Very Merry
Christmas and A Happy New Year.
On Dec 5th the Club will be having it's Christmas lunch at Wyatts Garden
Centre. It should be a lovely meal after the tea we had earlier in the year.
Dec19th we have our Christmas Tea.

Please note the Club will not meet in Jan( it's toooo cold) but will celebrate
the New Year on Feb 6th 2024. When we will welcome any new members who
wish to join. Evey Boughton
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the

vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room

boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.

N

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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HORTI SOCIETY

Our much loved Timothy Walker came to deliver our Christmas talk on 9
November at the village hall for the last talk of the year. Entitled ‘The
Shrunken Garden’, he entertainingly described his move to a new house with
very small uncultivated plot and how he started from scratch to create a
beautiful wildlife haven.
It was comforting to see that even a gardener of his experience made
mistakes along the way but here are Some of his suggestions:
Take some of your favourite plants with you
Make a plan and list all your plants
Incorporate a pond with native plantings to encourage and support wildlife
(waterlilies
need a water depth of 2ft)
Copper pots deter slugs
He strongly recommend David Goulson’s book ‘the garden jungle’ describing
ways to encourage wildlife into the garden

Our next meeting will be on March 13th when Tom Duncan will be talking to
us on Mount Stewart garden. We will also be holding a brief AGM and subs
(unchanged at £10 per year) are due.
Looking ahead to the Spring Show on 18 May 2024, here are the Handicraft
and Photography categories which you should start preparing for! (Details on
page 27)

PLEASE NOTE
There will be a new category of DRIED FLOWERS in the Summer Show. Take
note now when ordering seed for next year’s plantings!

If there is enough interest, I intend to order some more Melcourt Silvergrow
40l bags of potting compost (which incidentally, Timothy Walker also
recommended) this spring.
For an order of 75 bags, we could get a bulk discount price of approx £6.30
per bag. I shall be placing an order in early March.
Email me with the quantity you need. Collection from the drop off point at
The Long House Sibford Ferris.

Diana_thompson@btinternet.com

mailto:Diana_thompson@btinternet.com
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In Your Garden - December

Last winter was such a cruel one, such hard frosts, so I hope we are better
prepared this year. Load up with loads of woolly jumpers and and hats, and I
have discovered that my car has a heated drivers seat, and a heated steering
wheel. Bliss. But it is our plants that need looking after, as I lost most of my
geraniums last year, so:-
If the cost of heating the greenhouse is too much, bring all your tender plants
into the house, and load up the windowsills. Plants left in the greenhouse can
be covered with fleece, or hessian, but should always be kept on the dry side.

Keep raking up the leaves, and I did it gently where I knew little snowdrops
are planted, and - lovely surprise, there were a couple of them just opening,
and I’m writing this in the middle of November. Primroses, polyanthus are
beginning to show some colour as well. The best flowering bulb at the moment
is the brilliant pink Nerine, which is nestled against a sheltering south
wall, and also a group of brilliant yellow Sternbergias.

Dig up any veggies still in the ground and store them, then dig over that patch,
and leave it so that the frost can break it up.

Make sure the paths and steps are brushed clean of leaves and moss. They can
get so slippery and dangerous, particularly on those dark nights if you are just
walking back from a jolly party in your high heeled shoes.

Once they have dropped all their leaves, it is a good time to prune apple and
pear trees. After Christmas you can prune back red and black currants, and
gooseberry bushes. But don’t do it when there are hard frosts.

If you have time on your hands, and want to get out of the house, you could
brush out the garden shed, and wipe clean all the spades, trowels and forks,
then hang them up tidily. Really good gardeners wash out all their flowerpots
too. Really! I don’t know how they find the time.

Don’t knock yourself out with too many garden jobs, we all have our hands full
making mince pies and Christmas cakes, doing presents, writing cards, - and
this year I must walk around the village delivering them all. The price of
stamps is ridiculous. I can have a very big grumble about all that, but I won’t.
Just wish you all a very Happy Christmas.

mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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In Your Garden - January

And then it is January:-

Enjoy the scented flowers of Mahonia, Sarcococca, Daphnes and
Hellebores. The latter should have all the large leaves cut off so that they
flower better if the sun gets to them.

Time to spread some compost or manure on the rhubarb, and then cover them
with a forcing pot, or an upturned bucket will do.

Any plants in pots outside need to be raised up on bricks or stones, so that
they never stand in water. Cold, wet roots will die if they get frosted. Place
them against a wall, or in the porch, for more protection.

You can start planting sweet peas inside, and if you have a warm greenhouse
you can also start some early spinach, lettuce and broad beans.

If we have some heavy snow this year, (and I’d love to get back on my sledge
and whizz down a hill) don’t leave the snow on the branches of shrubs, or they
will snap under the weight. Give them a gentle shaking to clear them.

Always lots to do, but the pressure is off. Time to sit by the fire, with a
mulled wine, and the last of the mince pies, eat up bits of cold turkey, finish
the cake, and browse your way through seed catalogues, and order lots of
beautiful plants. Happy New Year to all my lovely gardening friends.

Jupe Marshall

Deanfield Home's hedge vandalism. An
absolute disgrace - you should be
ashamed of yourselves.... Ed.



Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns:  07973 128987

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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Handicraft Section

1. A piece of pottery
2. A piece of crochet
3. A hand knitted article
4. An item of cross stich
5. A piece of metalwork or woodwork – please state size on entry
6. A greetings card – made from any medium excluding computer
7. A handicraft exhibit – please state size on entry
8. A handicraft exhibit – age 16 or under

Photography

1. Photograph - Landscape/country scene
2. Photograph – A sunset or sunrise
3. Photograph – Texture
4. Photograph – Macro
5. Photograph – People/person at work
6. Photograph – Wildlife in the garden
7. Photograph – The beauty of trees
8. Photograph – Flower power
9. Movement
10. 4 related photographs taken in the Sibfords
11. A black and white photograph – any size (one only)
12. An enlargement – any subject (max size A4, black and white or colour)
13. A painting or drawing
14. A painting or drawing – age 16 or under

HORTI SOCIETY
For Spring Show 2024
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At our meeting on 28th November, we had a practical session on using the
settings for aperture, shutter speed and ISO to make creative images. By
creative images, I mean ones where the shutter speed has been set to a value
that allows you to create your chosen effect. For example, if you want to
photograph a waterfall with smooth white streaks where the water is falling,
you would need to use a slow shutter speed, whereas if you wanted to show it
with every drop crisp and sharp, you would need a very fast shutter speed.
Achieving these shutter speeds requires changes to the aperture and/or the ISO
setting, which were explained during the session.

We also enjoyed members' images on the monthly topic of "Paint", with a great
selection of well-observed photos.

There will not be a meeting in December, so there will be two meetings in
January, one on 2nd and one on the 30th.

Sibford Photography Club is a friendly, informal group with a shared interest in
photography. Activities include instructive presentations and regular photo
topics with the resulting images presented and discussed at meetings (face to
face or virtual). In addition to our regular meetings, we also arrange outdoor
photoshoots at local nature reserves and other places of interest.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you are interested in
joining, please contact Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295
780357. We generally meet on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm in
the small hall at the Village Hall.

SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Tinhay - St Ives Holiday Cottage 

Our lovely St Ives 3 bedroom cottage is available - with stunning sea views, private garden and 

use of a parking space.  

Whilst being a stones throw from Porthmeor Beach it is a short walk to gorgeous 

Porthgwidden and Porthminster beaches as well as all the many shops and restaurants that St 

Ives has to offer.  

https://orangeroofs.co.uk/properties/areas/st-ives/tinhay/ - please use this link to check out 

our photos and availability, and contact Brian & Carolyn direct at tinhaystives@gmail.com 

with any questions. 

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com


SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

Bus 75 - Timetable from 25 July 2022

Leave Sibford Ferris to Banbury: 06:56, 08:37, 11:09, 13:59, 17:31 (Sat only)

• Leave from Banbury for Sibford: 11:35 (Sat), 11:40 (Mon-Fri), 14:35, 17:40

Leave Sibford Ferris to Stratford: 11:58 (Sat), 12:02 (Mon-Fri), 14:53, 17:58

Leave from Stratford for Sibford: 06:02, 07:30 (Mon-Fri), 07:54 (Sat)
10:15, 13:15, 16:38 (Sat only)

No service on Sundays or Bank Holidays.

LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

Wheathills Farm Livery Yard, Sibford Gower

Wheathills Farm, about 8 acres of paddocks with stables and outbuildings,

currently used as a D-I-Y livery, will be becoming available to rent sometime in

the new year. The owner of the yard, The Town Estate Charity Sibford Gower

and Burdrop, would like to hear of any interest in taking on the land and buildings

for rental as a whole, either as an agricultural small holding, or for equestrian use.

Please contact the Charity's secretary, Peter Morgan

(petermorgan2@hotmail.co.uk) for further details.
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mailto:petermorgan2@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/health-and-wellbeing/minimising-health-risks-in-the-garden
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/health-and-wellbeing/minimising-health-risks-in-the-garden
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-24151700


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DEC/JAN BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 5th;
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 12th;

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:

Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY ISSUE -
12 NOON - 18th JANUARY 2024

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Oonagh O'Neill
Folly Cottage, Main Street, Sibford Ferris. OX15 5RG

T: 01295 788160. Mob: 07717 723919
E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

DECEMBER
1st-3rd - Art Exhibition - Village Hall - 10am

1st - Mens Brunch - Sun Inn - 11.30am
6th - Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms - 11am
8th - Horti meeting - Village Hall - 7.30pm

10th - Christingle - Church - 5pm

16th - Christmas Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall - 10am

19th - Friendship Club - Village Hall - 2pm

19th - Sibfords History Society - Village Hall - 7.30pm

20th - Sibford Lunch Club - Christmas Lunch - Village Hall - 1pm

21st - Film Night - Village Hall - 7pm

30

JANUARY
2nd - Sibford Photography Club - Village Hall - 7.30pm

30th - Sibford Photography Club - Village Hall - 7.30pm
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The Sibford Players present:

Show dates – Evenings: 1st, 2nd & 3rd February 2024

Price - £7.50

On sale from – 2nd January

Contact – gilkes.sibford@tiscali.co.uk or call:

07498 713414

mailto:gilkes.sibford@tiscali.co.uk
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countrycaninecompany.co.uk

ĕ-ĕ / Group walks

Pop in Pet Care

Sleepover 1og Sitting

1og Taxi Service

DOGWALKING


