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This is Ginny Bennett and her group of artists who meet
on a Monday at Cherington Hall.
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ED's THOUGHTS

LETTERS AND NOTICES

Thought for the month:

"Bring me sunshine, in your smile

Bring me laughter all the while"

Sylvia Dee

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY!!

May Lottery winners

1st prize Sue Lovatt
2nd prize Roger Mallows

3rd prize Amanda Ransom

Phew - what a month May was!!! First there was the FABULOUS Music Night -
an absolutely fantastic bash big thanks to Nikki Cullen for organising it and
singing with her great band and welcome to Sibford's newest singing group
Singing Belle Collective. Then of course, there was the Coronation Street Party
- lots of thankyou's and memories of the day in this edition. And finally, there
was the splendid farewell to the Gower's long-serving postie, Steve (a few
words from Steve on page 35. And dont forget the Sibfords Cookbook (page 32)

All Aboard Opera at Holmby House

We've been asked to host this in our field next door and
it's run by two splendid sopranos Katie Blackwell and
Emily Sloan. They are doing four operas by Mozart,
Holst, Lehmann and Sullivan. It starts at 6:30 on
Wednesday the 2nd of August. More details in next
month's Scene .... John Wass



COTSWOLD CLOSE PLAY AREA
The new fencing looks great but the gates have already sustained some
damage.
When they are flung open wide it puts strain on the brackets and these can
become loose. The small posts were installed in the ground to prevent this, but
someone has decided to remove and steal them!
Please can they be returned ?
We will look at alternative methods of protecting the gate mechanism.
If there is anything at the play area that concerns you please get in touch
with our Parish Clerk,
Kirsty Buttle -sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk ,or Ginny -ginnybennett@googlemail.com
We have a quote for the replacement of the ageing equipment and are
looking for funding so that we can move forward. Some smaller items like the
Springers cost £400 to £500 so if any one would like to sponsor an item of
equipment do contact us. Ginny Bennett , Sibford Ferris Parish Council
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

STREET PARTY SUCCESS

A HUGE thankyou you the wonderful people who gave their time and energy
to organise yesterday's street party. A spectacular success, and the
committee member in charge of the weather deserves a special mention.
Champagne corks popping, sunshine, egg sandwiches, sausage plaits, chickpea
meringues, (yes! Delicious!) , too much coronation chicken, , crowns, bunting,
table flowers arranged when most of us were still in bed, and on and on.
Huge thanks to every single one of you, from those of us who had a
wonderful time. These occasions when the village gets together to celebrate
are one of the things that makes living in the Sibfords so special.

In addition to this, we’d also like to say a huge heartfelt thanks to Nicky
and Chris and all the organisers/helpers/party goers at the Sibford Music
Night, the generosity of everyone was outstanding, we’re very lucky to be
part of such a supportive, lively and fabulous village Holly Jones

mailto:sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk
mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:sibfordplayers@gmail.com


o
I think it's fair to say that we are lucky to live in a wonderful community. 377
of us came to the Coronation street party on Sunday the 7th and the table
stretched most of the way up Acre Ditch. Innumerable, generous hearted
people have written in to say how much they enjoyed it and it was great to
have the whole age range of our terrific village there. The children could
enjoy a bouncy castle and a slide and there was a terrific fancy dress party
organised by Clemmie Broom. The school took part and Jane O’Sullivan, the
Headmistress, organised a competition between the classes for making a crown
and there were some wonderful contributions to this and very original ones
too! Everybody brought their own lunch and at the end of that there was
country dancing in the car park, organised by Robin Spicer and Diana Thompson.

We were blessed with the most wonderful weather despite the fact that we
had gone to quite a lot of trouble to have a Plan B in case of rain which we
could have accommodated we thought.

The wonderful blue and red table decorations were organised by Diana
Thompson as well as white flower arrangements throughout the whole length of
the table.

The Engine Room of the organisation was done by Tessa Sparks who came to all
our meetings with a list of to do’s which we could go through and tick off. She
is amazingly well organised and laid the whole length with numbers so that
everybody knew where they were sitting and as a side-line we had a means
whereby we could communicate with everyone through email.

We were able to raise quite a lot of money and thank Kirsty Buttle for her
significant efforts here, our Parish Clerk. We got money from the National
Lottery, Cherwell District Council, the two Parish Councils and the Town
Estates Charity. This enabled us to give the village a free drink on arrival, a
special commemorative coaster delivered with Sibford Scene to each household
in the village, free ice cream kindly organised by Diana Hughes and cupcakes
from Victoria Taylor.

The Village Hall with great prescience, had been reserved by Ginny Bennett
who was up and down there like a yoyo willingly helping and getting things
organised.

VILLAGE CORONATION CELEBRATION

mailto:recipes@thesibfords.uk
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VILLAGE CORONATION CELEBRATION

Cont'd

Our historical gurus Keith and Maureen Hicks, had organised a most informative
and detailed exhibition around the Coronation which was incredibly interesting
and instructive, showing amongst other things, what part villagers had played in
previous coronations - hopefully we've got good records of this for the next
exhibition! There are a lot of photos that have gone onto the website. It is
not too late to add your own via - photos@thesibfords.uk

The whole celebration was set off by Revd Neil who, after the Church Service,
came and blessed the gathering and the food. At the beginning too, Tom Dyson,
his daughters on the violins and Ant Harwood on the guitar played some
wonderful and lovely music in the street which set the whole thing off
terrifically.

Andrew Meyler kept everybody on track with the utmost efficiency, financially.

James Garstin wonderfully got drinks which we were able to serve throughout
the afternoon; Tim Huckvale masterminded the Sibford website; Chris Cullen
was our marvellous Master of Ceremonies; Will Gray, who did a splendid job as
our Coronation Celebration photographer

What a wonderful group of people who voluntarily gave their time to make
sure that we had a wonderful celebration which nobody will forget in a long
time.

We are lucky to live in a village and I think most people will have met people
they hadn't already – there was such a wonderful feeling of
togetherness. Very grateful thanks for all those who helped clear up at the
end as well. A truly perfect celebration!

John Wass. Coronation Working Group

From the Lovatts
Many many thanks to the hardworking team who gave us such a wonderful
celebration on Sunday 8th May. A village street party to join in with the

Coronation celebrations was perfect and we are eternally grateful for all the
efforts put in for so many generations to enjoy the Big Lunch and raise a glass

to King Charles III, together in the warm sunshine. THANK YOU

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
mailto:photos@thesibfords.uk
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Thursday Film Night: June 28th, doors at 7pm, film starts at 7.30pm

Please look out for the poster boards or check The Sibfords website for more
details. Refreshments available for a small charge or please feel free to bring
your own wine. This is a free event, but donations welcome.
Book Swap Saturdays and Cafe: June 17th, July 15th, Aug 19th, Sept 16th, Oct
21st, Nov 11th, Dec 16th 10am-12pm

Books for all ages and genres at this popular event. Come and have a drink and
a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees available. It’s free to borrow
books but donations welcome.

Sibford Applefest!! Saturday Sept 30th 12-4pm

A celebration of everything “apple”. Apple pressing, hog roast, live music and
bar, apple pie and cake baking competition, children’s edible apple surprise
competition, games and more! Save the date in your calendars, it’s going to be
fun!

Scarecrow competition

The Sibfords will be holding a scarecrow competition this year to rival
Tadmarton!! Start planning now for the most memorable or wackiest scarecrow
and where you’ll stick them in your front gardens. There will be a scarecrow
trail around the village on the morning of Applefest. More details to follow.

Support the Village Hall by joining the Sibford Lottery

We have an amazing community lottery running with fantastic cash prizes
every month. Join now and next month could be your winning month! Existing
members, just a reminder to renew your annual subscription. Funds from the
lottery are supporting the Village Hall Roof Fund. Please contact
juliette53@btinternet.com or 07703 836856 to join or renew. £48 for 12
months or £4 a month.

Polite reminder – please do not walk your dogs on the Village Hall field

This is a play area for children and a public facility where for obvious reasons
dog walking is prohibited. Keep dog walking for our beautiful countryside paths
and fields instead.

Book the Village Hall for your next event using our new online booking
system!

Our online booking system will launch on June 1st, and you will be directed
there via our website www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk. We have preferential
rates for village residents, only £11/hr (one hall); and £20/hr (both halls).
Please use us for your next birthday party or community gathering.

mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:carolyn@familywhites.co.uk


FILM NIGHTS

HORTI SOCIETY
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After 3 very happy years in our cottage in Burdrop, our
family of 4 (Mum, daughter, dog, and cat) must sadly find a
new home in the Sibfords. Please contact me if you know of

anything for rent. Tessa Sparks 07930375714.

On Thursday June 29th we are showing A Man Called Otto.
Based on the comical and moving New York Times bestseller, A Man Called
Otto tells the story of Otto Anderson (Double Oscar-winner Tom Hanks) a
grumpy widower who is very set in his ways. When a lively young family moves
in next door, he meets his match in quick-witted and very pregnant Marisol,
leading to an unlikely friendship that will turn his world upside-down.
Experience a funny, heart-warming story about how some families come from
the most unexpected places.

Doors open at 7. Film starts at 7.30. Refreshments available. Donations only.
Petra Berry

Sue Bannister organised another extremely successful Plant Sale on 13 May
where approximately £1,000 was raised which will go both towards the costs of
the society and to charity.
Do please note that there are only a few places on the coach going to RHS
Wisley on June 14th. We leave at 9.45 from the village hall and won’t return
until 5.30/6.00. The cost, including entry to Wisley, is £12.00 for members
and £17.50 for non members.

If you are interested, please contact Diana Thompson on
diana_thompson@btinternet.com

mailto:diana_thompson@btinternet.com
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Witness The Fitness - Wainwright's Coast to Coast
Walk

Event dates: 17th June 2023 – 24th June 2023

Ian Mountford, Rich Spann and Team will be walking Wainwright's Coast to
Coast over eight days from 17 June until 24 June, approximately one
marathon per day. The walk starts from St Bee's Head on the Irish Sea and
ends 190 miles later at Robin Hood's Bay on the North Sea, crossing the Lake
District and Pennines into Swaledale, then Cleveland Hills and the North York
Moors. It links three National Parks.

Witness The Fitness welcome any walkers to join along the way!

Please follow on Instagram and TikTok @Witness_The_Fitness2023 for
regular updates. You can also scan the QR code to support the fundraising.

The reason for this challenge is to support Ian’s brother Carl, wife and
young family whose lives have changed drastically over the past year. Carl
became terribly ill on a return flight from Jamaica last June, and for the
past 11 months has been cared for in hospital but sadly the bacterial
meningitis infection has been really damaging. This month (May) Carl moved
to a rehabilitation unit in Staffordshire where he is starting to make really
promising progress, he is having regular physio and will be having speech and
language therapy to improve his recovery.

Support for this family has been incredible but the months and years ahead
are still highly challenging. Headway North Staffs has been and continues to
be a great support to the family and as Carl's journey progresses the
charity will form a valuable part of his recovery. In time, the family will be
required to make recommended adaptions to the family home to enable Carl
to live comfortably and a portion of the monies raised will support these
costs in addition to supporting Headway.
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As part of the fesiǀiies, 
our ǁoŶderful PTA 
orgaŶised a ͚ďriŶg aŶd 
ďuǇ͛ Đake sale at sĐhool.  
The ĐoŶtriďuioŶs ǁere 
ďeauiful aŶd all ǀerǇ 
deliĐious. 
 ThaŶk Ǉou so ŵuĐh to 
eǀerǇoŶe iŶ our sĐhool 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ for takiŶg 
part iŶ this fuŶdraiser 
ďǇ ďakiŶg, ďuǇiŶg aŶd 
eaiŶg! 

 To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, 
ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that 
are goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe 

iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/

We haǀe had a loǀelǇ start to the Suŵŵer Terŵ here at Siďford Goǁer 
EŶdoǁed PriŵarǇ SĐhool.  The Year 6 ĐhildreŶ haǀe Ŷoǁ Đoŵpleted their 
StatutorǇ SATs tests.  Although this is alǁaǇs a ďit stressful, the ĐhildreŶ 
ǁeŶt iŶto the tests ǁith a posiiǀe aitude aŶd eaĐh of theŵ tried their 
ǀerǇ ďest, ǁhiĐh is all ǁe ĐaŶ eǀer ask.  TheǇ folloǁed their dailǇ tests 
ǁith a speĐial ďruŶĐh of ĐroissaŶt or toast ǁith jaŵ or ĐhoĐolate spread, 
ǁhiĐh also helped to keep the spirits up!  VerǇ ǁell doŶe, Year 6!

While the oldest ĐhildreŶ ǁere ďusǇ prepariŶg for eǆaŵs, the other ĐhildreŶ took part iŶ aŶ Art DaǇ 
aĐross the sĐhool.  This ǁas liŶked to the ĐoroŶaioŶ ĐeleďraioŶs aŶd eaĐh Đlass ǁorked 
ĐollaďoraiǀelǇ to Đreate aŶ artǁork oŶ the theŵe of ͚CroǁŶ͛.  The iŶished pieĐes ǁere takeŶ to 
Siďford Village Hall as eŶtries iŶ aŶ art ĐoŵpeiioŶ that forŵed part of the fesiǀiies that took plaĐe 
oǀer the loŶg ĐoroŶaioŶ ǁeekeŶd.  We had a loǀelǇ ŵessage froŵ oŶe of the orgaŶisers saǇiŶg,

͞The thiŶgs that your loǀely sĐhool put iŶ ǁere really ǁoŶderful.  They ǁere ǀery origiŶal aŶd ǀery 
ďeauiful aŶd ǁe really appreĐiated the efort that eǀeryďody ǁeŶt to.  MaŶy, ŵaŶy thaŶks for 
ĐoŶtriďuiŶg to ǁhat ǁas a great oĐĐasioŶ iŶ the ǀillage.͟

We ǁere ǀerǇ pleased to ďe iŶǀited to ĐoŶtriďute aŶd all those ĐhildreŶ ǁho ateŶded the eǀeŶt had 
a ǁoŶderful aŶd ǀerǇ ŵeŵoraďle iŵe.

We haǀe so ŵuĐh ŵore to look forǁard to as 
the suŵŵer terŵ progresses.  There is alǁaǇs 
lots of iŶteresiŶg learŶiŶg goiŶg oŶ, right up 
to the eŶd of the aĐadeŵiĐ Ǉear.        
We also haǀe speĐial sĐhool trips plaŶŶed for 
our ǇouŶger ĐhildreŶ, the KeǇ Stage Tǁo 
Suŵŵer PerforŵaŶĐe, Sports DaǇ aŶd 
‘eĐepioŶ GraduaioŶ to look forǁard too!

Glorious CoroŶaioŶ Cake Sale

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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The Governors of Sibford Gower Primary School 

would welcome interest from any poten:al new 

Governors commi;ed to raising educa:onal 

outcomes of all children at our small, popular 

village school. 

Poten&al new governors should have a willingness to; 

• Work posi&vely with others as part of a team to provide strategic leadership and

challenge to the head teacher.

• Develop their knowledge and understanding of their role and of the key issues and

priori&es facing primary schools by; a>ending training, reading papers, a>ending

evening mee&ngs (6 per year), and visi&ng the school.

If you would like to find out more about becoming a Governor and how to apply for one of 

our vacancies, please contact Lauren Hayes, senior governance professional to the 

Warriner Mul@ Academy Trust l.hayes@warrinermat.org 

A group of 6 very different and interesting gardens with ‘Shrubbery Cottage’

joining our opening for the first time for this year’s NGS event.

Do come along and enjoy afternoon, support the NGS and its Nursing Charities

(plus many more) and enjoy some tea and delicious homemade cakes at the

village hall in aid of Holy Trinity Church and pick up some plants for your

garden at our plant stall at ‘Carter’s Yard’.

Here is the link for the logo area should you need it.

https://ngs.org.uk/my-ngs/account/resource-centre/brand-hub/

Carolyn White

NGS Sibford Open Gardens – Sunday 25th June 2-6pm

Combined admission for all gardens £7 adult – children free

11

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
https://ngs.org.uk/my-ngs/account/resource-centre/brand-hub/
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Original Wooden Platters & Boards 
     Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords   

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at 

Temple Mill.    Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for: 

~  Presentation Ï Food Theatre!  ~  Cake Boards  ~  Cheese Boards  ~

~  Chopping Boards   ~   Serving Platters   ~   Etc ~ 

**   5th Wedding Anniversary:  ÒYqqfÓ"",,
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower.    Welcome to view. 

07580 597042  -  jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk Ï 01295 780418
    www.at-temple-mill.co.uk 

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering

directly to your home every Thursday

from 3.45 - 4.15

MISS “T” CATERING. 

Good Home Cooked Food

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties.

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

As I've said before, Friendship Club do know how party! (Pictures on page 2).
Even with a thunderstorm and a hail storm we had a great afternoon.

June 6 with be AGM and afterwards the speaker will the Rev Neil .

We are hoping to arrange an outing in June. More on that at the June meeting

Evey Boughton
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Please note: On Sunday, we open
at 9am

June News

We’ve got plenty of ways to support our hospice as we head into the summer
months. Whether it’s visiting one of our Open Gardens, signing up for our events
or organising a team to take part in our Accumulator Challenge – there’s bound
to be something for everyone! We’ve also got some great new resources on our
website to share with our supporters as well as the wider community.

Upcoming Open Gardens
Have you taken a look at our Open Garden itinerary for this year? Once again,
we have some incredible supporters opening their gardens and offering people
the chance to pay a visit and enjoy the stunning outdoor spaces, all while
raising money for our hospice. Make sure you get the dates in your diary now
and check the website for full details of each event. www.khh.org.uk/gardens

The Accumulator Challenge is back!

Do you watch The Apprentice convinced you could do a better job than the
candidates? If so, the Accumulator Challenge could be right up your street!
We’ll be challenging local businesses, schools and community groups to put their
entrepreneurial and fundraising skills to the test by raising the most money
from a starting pot of £50. Hurry – we only have 20 places available so you
need to sign up quickly to guarantee your space. Find out more here:
www.khh.org.uk/accumulator.

http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
http://www.khh.org.uk/accumulator
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Village Beacon for Queen Elizabeth II’s Pla9num Jubilee 

Queen Elizabeth II celebrated the 70th anniversary of her accession to the throne in 

June 2022.  Sibfords have a long history of celebrating royal occasions and the 

Queen’s Platinum anniversary continued the tradition and was marked by a four-day 

programme of varied events in the village.  In line with other royal jubilees the 

nation prepared a series of beacons and bonfires throughout the country to mark the 

Queen’s accession.  Her Majesty started the chain of bonfires throughout the nation 

by igniting a fuse at Windsor Castle which spread to Buckingham Palace and then 

across the nation. 

Sibfords’ Jubilee Committee commissioned the building 

of a new beacon and Adrian Lamb, with family members 

and a tractor, constructed and installed this fine beacon in 

the Village Hall field. However, it was not filled with 

lighting material and timber until the afternoon just in 

case anyone felt it would be ‘a bit of a laugh’ to set it 

alight before the torchlight procession and appointed 

lighting time. 

Some 125 years earlier in 1897, the Queen’s great-great 

grandmother, Queen Victoria, had celebrated her Diamond 

Jubilee and beacons and bonfires were lit across the 

country in exactly the same way. The hand written 

accounts from 1897 show that Sibford villagers donated £29.17s.4d towards the 

Jubilee celebrations.  The costs included 8s.2d. for the hiring of a man and his horse 

to build the bonfire and a further 4 shillings for 2 men to guard the bonfire overnight 

on Jubilee Eve.  The same celebration and exactly the same 

precautions from more than a century earlier although the 

man and his horse had been replaced by Adrian and his 

tractor! 

Over 200 villagers watched as our beacon was lit, 

smouldered and burst into flame to join the chain of beacons 

across the country. This photograph, taken by Barbara Foster 

captured the flaming beacon in the fading light. 

Thanks are due to the local Sibford business ‘Lettercarve’ 

who kindly sponsored the photographs featured from April to 

June in the Village Calendar.  Maureen Hicks

DID YOU KNOW?

15
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 78027 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 

CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145 
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions

Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads

Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery
–

…

… ’



17

Oil Boiler Servicing

on 01608 738156

SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

WALKING DATES

5 June; 19 June; 3 July; 17 July; 31 July

We leave the village hall on foot or by car at 10 am sharp to do a circuit of
approximately 2 hours. You are advised therefore, to get to the village hall by
9.55 am latest. Often a shorter version of the walk is possible but that it is
advisable to check with Sue just before

Dogs are welcome provided they are put on the lead when requested. Walking
boots and poles are recommended but not compulsory. Some routes include
stiles. If you would prefer a shorter walk, please contact Sue to discuss
as it is sometimes possible to leave a car about halfway, so the less energetic
may drop off and drive home. At the village hall, please park either on the
road or on the grass field beyond the tarmac.

Please don’t hesitate to ring me on 01295 780365 or email
sebannister@gmail.com if you have any queries.

Sue Bannister

FOOTPATHS
Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village,
please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T:
788865 (Ferris). We are lucky enough to have a really great village website
at: thesibfords.uk

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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The Wykham Arms

We're now open inside and outside! and

for takeaway, too

Homemade Desserts

Bespoke special occasions catered for

including anniversaries & birthdays

Weekly Specials

Please tel 01295 788808 or email

info@wykhamarms.co.uk to book or for

more information

The Wykham Arms @wykhamarms

www.theseptictankstore.co.uk

E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.ukT: 01295 236101

Contact us for friendly advice

Sewage Treatment Plant installation

Irrigation and waterpipe

Rain harvesting

Drainage projects

Outdoor electrical works

Ditch clearance and field drainage

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 

30 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE
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In Your Garden - June

Try and visit some of the glorious gardens which open up for the NGS this
month. If your garden is looking a bit dull there is no better way to inspire you
and encourage you to take some bold steps. I was originally inspired by my
first visit to Sissingshurst, having studied Vita Sackville West's poetry for my
GCSE exams (Only it was called O-Level in those days). Loads of jobs need
doing, but do take time off to visit other gardens and sit in the sun and enjoy
your own as well - just as important.

1. Start hardening off tender plants you have been sowing. Plug plants may
look ready to go out, but wait until the nights stay warm enough - no hurry

2. Watch out for pests - slugs, snails, greenfly on roses, whitefly in the
greenhouse and lily beetles are on the warpath

3. Any newly-planted trees and shrubs must be kept well watered

4. After the Iris have finished flowering, cut back all the leaves and divide the
clumps up, then re-plant them shallowly, leaving the tops of the rhyzomes level
with the soil. They do not like to be covered right up.

5. Early flowering spring shrubs have finished blossoming now, so get out your
secateurs and trim them. My favourites are Weigelias and Exochirda the Bride.
Both of them are really worth growing for early colour in the garden.

6. Climbing plants like Wisteria, Sweet Peas and Roses will be sending out long
shoots which all need tying in - horizontally if possible - to encourage more
flowering.

7. Do not cut your hedges - hope they're full of nests, and can wait until
August

8. Strawberries need some straw putting underneath them - that should help
them not to rot on the soil or be munched by slugs. Tightly stretched netting
over them needed as well to deprive the birds of their treats

9. If you have Pyrocanthus adorning your walls, prune off any lanky growth
jutting away from the wall, and shorten the other growth.

10. This hard winter has had a cruel affect on all my Salvias, and left some
gaps in the borders. My Astrantas are flowering well now, and seem to be
totally hardy. Colourful, usefull plants, and they're great for picking too. Just
remember to dead head them, as well as the roses. Enjoy your garden - it is
there for you relax and find calm Jupe Hitching
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Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns:  07973 128987

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,

specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,

pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS

Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES

AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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LOCAL NEWS

LOCAL MARKETS

Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market -
1st Friday of the month

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month

Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday. Farmers market -
3rd Saturday of the month

Stourton Farmers - 1st Thursday of the month. 6-8pm

CHURCH SERVICES

Quakers - Sibford Gower, Sunday,
10.30 am

Roman Catholics - Brailes,
Saturday, 5pm; Shipston, Sunday
9am Kineton, Sunday 11am

Baptists - Hook Norton, Sunday,
10.30 am

Methodists - Marlborough Rd
Banbury. Sunday, 10.30am
Shipston-on-Stour. Sunday,
10.30am (All the same circuit)

Amazing selection of toys for children aged 0 – 8 years 

Booking advisable to avoid disappointment as spaces 

are limited tadmarton.kc@gmail.com 

Join our WhatsApp Group and e-Newsletter for the 

latest updates 

All welcome from far and wide! 

Exciting news… 

 Now EVERY Saturday 10am-12noon 

    Starting Saturday 4th March 

Drinks and 

snacks for kids 

Fresh coffee 

and cake for  

grown ups 

At Tadmarton Village Hall, OX15 5SG 

Find us on  Kids and Caffeine 

Special occasions will 

be themed craft 

sessions.  

First up…Mother’s Day

Crafts on Saturday 

11th March 
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NGS Sibford Open Gardens – Sunday 25th June 2-6pm
Combined admission for all gardens £7 adult –

children free

A group of 6 very different and interesting gardens with ‘Shrubbery Cottage’
joining our opening for the first time for this year’s NGS event.
Do come along and enjoy afternoon, support the NGS and its Nursing Charities
(plus many more) and enjoy some tea and delicious homemade cakes at the
village hall in aid of Holy Trinity Church and pick up some plants for your
garden at our plant stall at ‘Carter’s Yard’.

SIBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

Following on from our April meeting when Katherine Bradley told us about Jane
and May Morris, wife and daughter of William Morris, we have planned a visit
to Kelmscott Manor, the family home near Lechlade. William was much
influenced by his country residence, which was thoroughly renovated recently.

On Wednesday 2 August we will leave Sibford Village Hall by coach at 11.45
am. Tickets are £40 per person, which includes the coach, light refreshments
on arrival, a guided tour of the Manor, and a cream tea afterwards. Arrive
back at the Village Hall at about 6p.m.

Tickets can be obtained from members of the SHS committee or by email to
shs@the sibfords.uk Please book your place as soon as possible, before we offer
the opportunity to other groups.

Our next talk will be on Thursday 15 June, when Dr Simon Wenham will be
telling us about ‘Morris’ Motopolis; the motor works and the transformation of
Oxford.’ Simon is a member of the part-time tutor panel of Oxford University’s
Continuing Education Department, where he teaches courses on the Victorian
period. He has been a regular contributor to Radio Oxford, and has done
interviews for a number of TV documentaries.

Doors to the Village Hall open at 7.15 pm and the talk starts at 7.30 pm. Light
refreshments follow the talk. Guests £3 p.p. Diana Hughes

http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
http://www.khh.org.uk/accumulator
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Advertising Rates in The Scene
The Sibford Scene is delivered to 480 homes in Sibford Gower, Sibford
Ferris and Burdrop
The Prices for 1 year (10 issues) are:
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 110
1/2 page 125mm x 90mm £ 65
1/4 page 60mm x 90mm £ 35
1/8 page 60mm x 40mm £ 20
Price for colour or a single issue on application to Oonagh O'Neil

You can pay for ads directly into our account:

Sort Code: 60 01 35 Acct 52612236

Yoga
Sibford Village Hall

Tuesdays: Slow Hatha Yoga.

9-10am

Tuesdays: NEW Beginner Yogalates (A

fusion of Yoga and Pilates). 7-8pm

Thursdays - All levels Yoga Flow.

9 - 10am. Chair Yoga 10.15 - 11.15am

Tuesdays and Fridays - Yoga Flow in

Deddington 9. -10am

Any enquiries to

juliette53@btinternet.com
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SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Ï
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My trip to New Zealand was the subject of our meeting on 25th April, when I
showed images from the last two weeks of my holiday on South Island, Stewart
Island and Ulva Island, covering the section from Blenheim in the North-East of
South Island across to the West coast and travelling down that side of the
country, with visits to vineyards, waterfalls, a glacier and pancake rocks! We
also viewed our members' images on the monthly topic of 'Weather', with
photographs that made the most of April's changeable conditions, as well as
some excellent shots taken at other times of the year.

On 30th May, our photo topic was "Spring", producing an inspiring selection of
photographs illustrating a variety of takes on the topic. We also had a
practical session using exposure bracketing to take images with different
exposure settings that could be combined to generate HDR images, and using
focus bracketing to take a series of images in which the focal point differs
slightly in each one, that could be combined to generate and image in which the
subject is all in focus.

Sibford Photography Club is a friendly, informal group with a shared interest in
photography. Activities include instructive presentations and regular photo
topics with the resulting images presented and discussed at meetings (face to
face or virtual).

In addition to our regular meetings, we also arrange outdoor photoshoots at
local nature reserves and other places of interest.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you are interested
in joining, please contact Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295
780357.

NZ Pipit Sea Lion

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the

vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,

plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room

boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
https://ngs.org.uk/my-ngs/account/resource-centre/brand-hub/
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NATURE NOTES

On 3rd May Colin Lamb saw the first Holly Blue and Speckled Wood butterflies
of the year in his garden. On the same day he also observed Swallows starting
to arrive in the area.

By mid-May fledgling Blackbirds and Robins were appearing in quite large
numbers in our garden often begging for food from the adult birds.

Recently we were sitting in a very slow-moving traffic queue and were lucky
enough to get an excellent view of a Tree-creeper just a few feet away from
the car. It was searching for invertebrates in the moss on a tree trunk.
Although I have often seen them before I had never had such a good view.

Hedgehogs seem to be making a bit of a come-back in the area and we have
seen droppings in the garden again this year although have yet to see the
hedgehogs themselves. Unfortunately, they often get killed on roads so do take
extra care when driving.

I recently noticed our garden pond was teeming with what I thought were
Water boatmen. Closer examination revealed that they were in fact the very
similar looking Backswimmers. There are two main differences between the
two. Backswimmers are carnivorous and swim on their backs! Water boatmen
eat plant material and don’t swim on their backs.

Please send any contributions for the next Nature Notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com.

Andy and Gill Newbold

Holly BlueSpeckled Wood

As part of the fesiǀiies,
our ǁoŶderful PTA
orgaŶised a ͚ďriŶg aŶd
ďuǇ͛ Đake sale at sĐhool.
The ĐoŶtriďuioŶs ǁere
ďeauiful aŶd all ǀerǇ
deliĐious.
ThaŶk Ǉou so ŵuĐh to

eǀerǇoŶe iŶ our sĐhool
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ for takiŶg
part iŶ this fuŶdraiser
ďǇ ďakiŶg, ďuǇiŶg aŶd
eaiŶg!

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful,
ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that
are goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe

iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/

We haǀe had a loǀelǇ start to the Suŵŵer Terŵ here at Siďford Goǁer
EŶdoǁed PriŵarǇ SĐhool. The Year 6 ĐhildreŶ haǀe Ŷoǁ Đoŵpleted their
StatutorǇ SATs tests. Although this is alǁaǇs a ďit stressful, the ĐhildreŶ
ǁeŶt iŶto the tests ǁith a posiiǀe aitude aŶd eaĐh of theŵ tried their
ǀerǇ ďest, ǁhiĐh is all ǁe ĐaŶ eǀer ask. TheǇ folloǁed their dailǇ tests
ǁith a speĐial ďruŶĐh of ĐroissaŶt or toast ǁith jaŵ or ĐhoĐolate spread,
ǁhiĐh also helped to keep the spirits up! VerǇ ǁell doŶe, Year 6!

While the oldest ĐhildreŶ ǁere ďusǇ prepariŶg for eǆaŵs, the other ĐhildreŶ took part iŶ aŶ Art DaǇ
aĐross the sĐhool. This ǁas liŶked to the ĐoroŶaioŶ ĐeleďraioŶs aŶd eaĐh Đlass ǁorked
ĐollaďoraiǀelǇ to Đreate aŶ artǁork oŶ the theŵe of ͚CroǁŶ͛. The iŶished pieĐes ǁere takeŶ to
Siďford Village Hall as eŶtries iŶ aŶ art ĐoŵpeiioŶ that forŵed part of the fesiǀiies that took plaĐe
oǀer the loŶg ĐoroŶaioŶ ǁeekeŶd. We had a loǀelǇ ŵessage froŵ oŶe of the orgaŶisers saǇiŶg,

͞The thiŶgs that your loǀely sĐhool put iŶ ǁere really ǁoŶderful. They ǁere ǀery origiŶal aŶd ǀery
ďeauiful aŶd ǁe really appreĐiated the efort that eǀeryďody ǁeŶt to. MaŶy, ŵaŶy thaŶks for
ĐoŶtriďuiŶg to ǁhat ǁas a great oĐĐasioŶ iŶ the ǀillage.͟

We ǁere ǀerǇ pleased to ďe iŶǀited to ĐoŶtriďute aŶd all those ĐhildreŶ ǁho ateŶded the eǀeŶt had
a ǁoŶderful aŶd ǀerǇ ŵeŵoraďle iŵe.

We haǀe so ŵuĐh ŵore to look forǁard to as
the suŵŵer terŵ progresses. There is alǁaǇs
lots of iŶteresiŶg learŶiŶg goiŶg oŶ, right up
to the eŶd of the aĐadeŵiĐ Ǉear.
We also haǀe speĐial sĐhool trips plaŶŶed for
our ǇouŶger ĐhildreŶ, the KeǇ Stage Tǁo
Suŵŵer PerforŵaŶĐe, Sports DaǇ aŶd
‘eĐepioŶ GraduaioŶ to look forǁard too!

Glorious CoroŶaioŶ Cake Sale

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

Oil and Watercolour 

classes
Learn the basics in a friendly 

informal class with easy to follow 

demonstrations 

OIL PAINTING - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 9.30 - 12.30 weekly)

  Shutford Village Hall

  (Saturday’s 9.30 - 12.30 monthly)

WATERCOLOUR - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 1.30 - 3.30 - weekly)

""px*gvejgtBdvkpvgtpgv0eqo
""yyy0pkign*gvejgt0eq0wm
  07792 657 248

Bus 75 - Timetable from 25 July 2022

Leave Sibford Ferris to Banbury: 06:56, 08:37, 11:09, 13:59, 17:31 (Sat only)

Leave from Banbury for Sibford: 11:35 (Sat), 11:40 (Mon-Fri), 14:35, 17:40

Leave Sibford Ferris to Stratford: 11:58 (Sat), 12:02 (Mon-Fri), 14:53, 17:58

Leave from Stratford for Sibford: 06:02, 07:30 (Mon-Fri), 07:54 (Sat)
10:15, 13:15, 16:38 (Sat only)

No service on Sundays or Bank Holidays.
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SIBFORD FERRIS PARISH COUNCIL

What have we done for you lately? Well, contrary to popular belief, quite a lot!

As Councillors, we are locally elected volunteers who care about our villages and work
to identify the issues that are important to our community as a whole. We employ
Kirsty Buttle as Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer and her wonderful work is
essential and much appreciated.

We play a key role in representing the community views in planning and policy. One of
our roles is to comment on planning applications and we have also contributed to
Cherwell’s Local Plan Review, which will set Planning policy to 2040. Although at
present we are still waiting for this document to be released for consultation, the first
draft indicates that the Sibfords will be reclassified to small villages. In addition to
this we have managed to get Tree Protection Orders on the two beautiful, 500 year
old Oaks on Woodway road and the recent rejection of the Woodway Road site at
Appeal was a welcome result.

As Deanfield Homes commence the construction of 25 new houses in Sibford Ferris this
year, we will continue to voice our concerns that local people are given priority when it
comes to Social Housing or the purchase of homes on the site in order for them to be
able to continue to live in the village.

I would like to say a special thank you to our Clerk, Kirsty, for securing funding for our
recent Village Coronation Street Party and to the Town Estates Charity for
contributing to the costs. A very special thank you to the committee who made it
happen (3 of whom are also Ferris Councillors). What a wonderful and memorable event
it was with a fantastic turn out of villagers on a gloriously sunny day!

Other areas that our Council has played a role in are, setting up the Defibrillator
training sessions, working to inspire the local Green environmental group, organising
litter picks and reporting fly tipping. We maintain the village assets and contribute
towards the maintenance of the Sibford Gower Burial Ground. We also maintain the
benches, dog bins, grit bins etc. We have planted trees at the Pitch Hill field and
continue to seek clearer road markings and signage at the Elm where accidents have
occurred. We promote options for grants and funding for people facing the cost of
living crisis and we communicate with our County and District Councillors.

Our meetings are held every second month in Sibford School in the Ferris and our
agenda and minutes can be found on the Sibford’s Website and Notice Board. Everyone
is welcome to attend!

Katherine Roussel (Chair), on behalf of Ginny Bennett (Vice Chair), Andrew Meyler
(Finances), Michael Gordon, Professor John Wass and Kirsty Buttle ( Clerk and
Responsible Finance Officer)

mailto:diana_thompson@btinternet.com
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Locally grown Sibfords seasonal cut flowers

Subscribe for a monthly bouquet or

pop along to our flower stall for bunches

Florist and DIY bridal buckets also available

Contact carolyn@familywhites.co.uk

07711 897902

Sustainable flowers. Scented, seasonal -

grown, not flown!

mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:carolyn@familywhites.co.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

The figures can be quite scarey. More than 450,000 scams demanding payment
for goods that never materialised, such as parcels which are purportedly being
held by the Post Office, were reported last year. Fraud is now the most
common crime in the UK, with 1 in 15 having fallen victim, costing nearly £7
billion a year. According to police data reported by the ONS, the number of
cons has risen by 654 per cent over the past three years.
So, let's just have a look at what's going on. Some of the rise in these cons

can be attributed to criminals taking advantage of customers' online shopping
habits. The law firm, Kingsley Napley, have said that the significant rise in
advanced fee fraud is one we can probably all relate to. Here scammers
demand an up-front payment for goods or services that never materialise - via
fake ads for loans, concert tickets or rental properties for example, or even
targeting victims by text pretending to be a delivery company. (Source-D/
Telegraph,28.4.23)
Some recent Fraud Advice.

Email scams. Never click on the links. Report email by forwarding to;
report@phishing.gov.uk.

Phone scams. Calls on texts can come from numbers you know, eg, a
delivery you are expecting or one claiming to be from your bank. Forward text
to 7726. ( Text call to 7726 with any suspicious phone numbers).

If you have been scammed or think you have, call Action Fraud 0300 123
2040.

Bank Refunds. If you have been sent money unexpectedly or had money
stolen from your account - contact your bank immediately. (Source- ITV1 news,
3.5.23).

Be suspicious of any communication which is remotely unexpected.( Even those
purporting to be from your family).
Peter Hine.

Co-ordinator, Gower and Burdrop Watch. 788830.

N

ive

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
mailto:photos@thesibfords.uk
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THE LAST POST

VILLAGE COOKBOOK

Sibford Church is planning to produce a Village Cookbook later this year and
villagers are invited to share their favourite recipes, commenting in just a few
words on where/how they came by it. We cannot guarantee that every recipe
received will be included but look forward to your contributions. The closing
date is 31 August 2023. Please send your recipes to: recipes@thesibfords.uk.

Barbara Foster

As many of you will already know, I have decided after 38 years of service, to
call it a day from postal deliveries. I can honestly say that the 13 years spent
serving the people of the Sibfords and surrouding farms has been the most
enjoyable of my time with Royal Mail.

I must firstly thank every one of you for the fantastic support that I received
when I suffered my suspension a few years back - it ws quite overwhelming and
I am certain that it went a long way to helping my case. Also thankyou for the
good wishes I received when I went on 'Pointless' on TV, but also many thanks
for being just a most wonderful group of villagers.

It has been an absolute pleasure to serve you and have enjoyed every moment
of this period of my Royal Mail employment, but the times they are a changing
and as far as I'm concerned not for the better, so I thought I'd better get out
while I'm on top.

I will dearly miss the banter, chats and the warm-hearted people that you are
and hope to keep in touch with a many as possible and will miss you all.

Once again - thankyou all so much for your kindness, Steve the Postie

Steve and his partner, Alison

mailto:recipes@thesibfords.uk
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SIBFORD PLAYERS RETURN

We are pleased to announce that Sibford Players will be returning to the stage

at the Village Hall in February 2024.

We are looking for new members who can help with the production such as

Costumes (sewing not essential)

Props

Stage Management

Front of House

Publicity/posters/programmes

Hair/Make up

Set construction (working with our set designer)

If you want to be involved please do contact us. We hope to find new members

who in future years might also join us on the stage.

Jo and Vee

sibfordplayers@gmail.com

07970483917

LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

mailto:sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk
mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
mailto:sibfordplayers@gmail.com


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 6th; 20th
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 13th; 27th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:
Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST ISSUE -

12 NOON - 18th JUNE 2023

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Oonagh O'Neill Garnham
Folly Cottage, Main Street, Sibford Ferris. OX15 5RG

T: 01295 788160. Mob: 07717 723919
E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

JUNE
2nd- Mens Brunch - Sun Inn - 1130am

6th - Friendship Club AGM - Village Hall - 2pm

7th - Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms - 11am

14th - Horti Club visit to RHS Wisley

15th - Sibfords History Society - Village Hall - 7.30pm

17th - Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall - 10am

25th - Sibford Open Gardens - 2-6pm

27th - Sibford Photography Club - Village Hall - 7.30pm

29th - Film Night - Village Hall - 7pm
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The Friendship Club's Party!

Read all about it on page 13

Mark Pougatch and retiring postie Steve outside the Wykham Arms with his
farewell present - a signed shirt from of his favourite team.




