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ED's THOUGHTS

LETTERS AND NOTICES

Thought for the month:

"Close the window

Calm the light

And it will be all right"

Boz Scaggs

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY!!

DECEMBER Lottery winners:
1st prize – Charles Glazebrook
2nd prize – Selina Chard
3rd prize – Keith Hicks

JANUARY Lottery winners:
1st prize Catherine Berks

2nd prize Jeremy Dougall

3rd prize Caroline Seeley

R

A GOOD NEWS STORY
Huge thanks to everyone who looked for or enquired about Pandora the Fugitive
- the Bengal cat who went missing in the Sibfords several months ago. She was
discovered over Christmas living in the hayrick at Rye Hill Farm, and has since
been caught and reunited with her owners in Ukraine.

I'm thoughtless in February, just waiting for Spring. Stay warm!

Cover photo by Jane Fletcher - "Look, no cars and no potholes!" (A rare sight -
Ed)
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

THE MULBERRY BUSH

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to our fundraising event at

the village hall on November 30 in aid of the Mulberry Bush

School at Standlake which raised £11,735.00 for the school after doubling by

The Big Give to whom we also made a donation. Primarily

we would like to thank Martin Fiennes who spoke wonderfully about Broughton

Castle, its history and what it means to him and his family.

We are also most grateful to all those who attended the talk, made

delicious canapés, gave generous donations, sponsored wine and

helped us that evening. Martin and his brother William donated copies of The

Music Room which sold very well. It was a great community

effort. In a message, the fund raising team of the residential school which

cares for severely traumatised young children expressed their

thanks to everyone involved:

" I wanted to thank you all for all your efforts and a truly magnificent result,

which really helped us towards our target as part of this year’s Big

Give Christmas Challenge (we raised an amazing £35k+ in a week, which goes

towards our school house refurbishment fund).”

Julie Lynn-Evans and Sue Bannister

Sibford Gower - Dark Skies Village

We are fortunate in Sibford Gower to live in a 'dark skies village' - there are no
street lights and it is really appreciated if houses are not lit with permanent
outside lights (movement sensitive ones are so effective) Big uncovered windows
and lights confuse bats and owls and moths as well as causing light pollution,

People who have recently moved to the village may not be aware of how much
we enjoy our night skies here.......

Name & address supplied
.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Bridge Classes, Wednesdays from February 15th (10-week course)
7.30pm-9.30pm

Is learning to play Bridge on your bucket list but not sure where to start? Do
you want to keep your mind active and make new friends in a warm and
welcoming environment? We have Bridge classes starting in February. Please
contact juliette53@btinternet.com or 07703 836856 to book a place. £110 for
the full course plus a £25 manual.

Five Weddings and a Funeral – A talk from historical author Caroline
Newark, Saturday February 18th, 10.30am-12.30pm

Caroline Newark is a historical fiction writer – her books lead you down the
centuries, following the lives of some of the women in her family tree. Her
books include The Fair Maid of Kent, The Epiphany Betrayal, The Making of a
Tudor, The Queen’s Spy, The Pearl of France, and Fire, Fleet and Candlelight.
Hear about the disgraceful and shocking life of Joan the “Fair Maid of Kent”
plus many more… From bloodshed, to betrayal, from affairs of the heart to
spying for the queen, her books promise to tell the story of how these
incredible women really lived.
Book Swap Saturdays: Feb 28th, March 18th 10am-12pm

Books for all ages and genres at this popular event. Come and have a drink
and a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees available. It’s free to borrow
books but donations welcome towards the Village Hall Roof fund.

Vacancy for a Village Hall Trustee

We have a vacancy for new member to join our team of 12 Trustees. We are
a diverse group, committed to making the Village Hall the best resource it
possibly can be for our community. If you have a little spare time and are
looking for a way to give back to our village, please contact me on the email
below.

Book the Village Hall for your next event

Visit our website www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk to request a booking. We
have preferential rates for village residents, only £10/hr (one hall); and £18/hr
(both halls). Please use us for your next birthday party or community
gathering.

Charlotte Davies: chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk

mailto:Diana_thompson@btinternet.com
mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

 
are recruiting now 

 
Join a friendly family run company supplying 

grounds and soft landscaping services across 
the region 

 

We have part time, seasonal, full time, and 
apprenticeship roles available with good 

rates of pay 
 

Full training provided with good career 
progression  

 

Call:  01295 817628 or 
email: hr@4thcorner.co.uk 

 

Supplier of landscaping services to Banbury Town Council,  

Taylor Wimpey, Lioncourt Homes, Guinness, Orbit, 

Redrow, PA Housing and many more  

 

See our website for more information: 
www.4thcorner.co.uk 

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

WALKING DATES

6 February; 20 February; 6th March

We leave the village hall on foot or by car at 10 am sharp to do a circuit of
approximately 2 hours. You are advised therefore, to get to the village hall by
9.55 am latest. Often a shorter version of the walk is possible but that it is
advisable to check with Sue just before

Dogs are welcome provided they are put on the lead when requested. Walking
boots and poles are recommended but not compulsory. Some routes include
stiles. If you would prefer a shorter walk, please contact Sue to discuss
as it is sometimes possible to leave a car about halfway, so the less energetic
may drop off and drive home. At the village hall, please park either on the
road or on the grass field beyond the tarmac.

Please don’t hesitate to ring me on 01295 780365 or email
sebannister@gmail.com if you have any queries.

Sue Bannister

FOOTPATHS
Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village,
please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T:
788865 (Ferris). We are lucky enough to have a really great village website
at: thesibfords.org.uk

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net


 

HGV DRIVERS AND HGV MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN WANTED 

We are a family run haulage company based in Shenington. William And 

Constance Barton first started the business in 1961 in Sibford Gower. We pride 

ourselves of provided the highest level of service to our customers. We operate 

a mixed fleet from vans up to arDcs.  

We are looking for drivers who hold a class 2 upwards. Must hold a valid CPC. 

We are also looking for a HGV maintenance technician to work within our 

onsite workshop. The job entails carrying out any repairs that are need to our 

fleet and carrying out maintenance inspecDons at regular intervals inline with 

the guidelines.  

For further informaDon, please contact Ronnie Barton on 01295 680204 or 

seabeatransport@bDnternet.com 
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http://reduce-myenergybill.com/
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Ϯ0Ϯϯ is feeliŶg ǀerǇ posiiǀe here at Siďford Goǁer EŶdoǁed 
PriŵarǇ SĐhool ǁith iŶteresiŶg learŶiŶg theŵes aĐross the sĐhool 
froŵ the WarriŶer Muli-AĐadeŵǇ Trust ĐurriĐuluŵ.  
HaǀiŶg speŶt the AutuŵŶ Terŵ foĐusiŶg oŶ theŵselǀes aŶd their 
faŵilies, the ĐhildreŶ iŶ EarlǇ Years are Ŷoǁ lookiŶg outǁard aŶd 
thiŶkiŶg aďout ͚Where are theǇ?͛ TheǇ are eǆploriŶg difereŶt 

aŶiŵal haďitats aŶd adaptaioŶs to the difereŶt seasoŶs. TheǇ are also iŶdiŶg out aďout 
LoŶdoŶ as our Đapital ĐitǇ, ideŶifǇiŶg soŵe keǇ LoŶdoŶ laŶdŵarks aŶd iŶdiŶg out aďout 
soŵe of the faŵous people that liǀe there, eǆploriŶg soŵe of the siŵilariies aŶd 
difereŶĐes ďetǁeeŶ LoŶdoŶ aŶd ǁhere theǇ liǀe. 
IŶ KeǇ Stage OŶe, the ĐhildreŶ are iŶdiŶg out all aďout ͚The Great ‘aiŶforests͛.  This theŵe 
liŶks to learŶiŶg iŶ ŵaŶǇ areas of the ĐurriĐuluŵ, iŶĐludiŶg the ͚eǆplorers͛ iŶ historǇ, the 
loĐaioŶ aŶd features of the raiŶforests iŶ geographǇ, aŶd plaŶts aŶd ĐoŶdiioŶs for groǁth 
iŶ SĐieŶĐe.  The ĐhildreŶ ǁill eǀeŶ ďe desigŶiŶg aŶd ŵakiŶg tropiĐal sŵoothies usiŶg 
raiŶforest fruits for DesigŶ & teĐhŶologǇ.   
In lower Key Stage Two, the focus is on the ͚Ancient Egyptians͛; their history, customs, 

beliefs and culture.  The class are planning a special Egyptian Day where they will become 

immersed in exploring this ever-popular topic. 

 

Children in upper Key Stage Two have moved on from their study of World War One and 

are now learning all about World War Two.   They say they are finding their lessons really 

interesting.   
  Poppy D: ͞I was really interested in learning about how the war started, for 

example, how Hitler came to power. If we hadn’t learned about that, then I 

wouldn’t have understood that much about the war, including why it happened.͟   
  Ben W: ͞Because we looked at WW1 last term, I feel like I understand the reasons 

for WW2 better.  I’ve loved learning about the planes and how they upgraded them 

for war, and about the tactics of warfare.͟ 

 

        

EǆploriŶg ǀoĐaďularǇ for our glossarǇ 

 

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are 
goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at 

htp://www.siďford-gower.oxon.sĐh.uk/ 

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
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www.sibfordschool.co.uk
Sibford School is an independent, co-educational day and
boarding school that welcomes pupils from the age of ė-ĕĜ

Explore Sibford School Open Events in ĖĔĖė

Sibford School is delighted to invite prospective families to attend one of our
forthcoming Open Events. There are limited spaces available so do book now!

Sibford School Open Events offer the opportunity to talk to staff, meet current
parents and take a tour of the school and it's facilities with student guides. The
school uses these events to highlight what is important about Sibford and what we
offer to our pupils and their families.

Head Teacher, Toby, explains: "At Sibford, we value holistic education where the
happiness and well-being of pupils is paramount. We encourage pupils to live
adventurously and foster resilience and we look for the unique talents in every
individual that comes to the school. 

Sibford School is set on a 5Ĕ-acre campus that offers a junior school with Early
Years department, a senior school with excellent teachers and facilities and a newly
refurbished Sixth Form Centre with expansive A Level/vocational options. Sibford
has a dedicated Forest School, a state-of-the-art climbing wall and a Ė5metre
swimming pool.

The school offers a gifted and talented programme for the most able pupils, a wide
range of sporting opportunities and an excellent learning development centre to
support those students with additional learning requirements.

Scholarships and bursaries are also available.

1on't miss out on seeing what Sibford can offer your child. To book visit
www.sibfordschool.co.uk/events, email admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or call
Elspeth 1yer on ĔĕĖĝ5 ěĜĕĖĔė.

ĖĔĖė OPEN EVENTS
 

Sixth Form Open Evening - Thursday ĝth February Ěpm-Ĝpm
Whole School Open Morning - Friday ĖĜth April ĝ.ėĔam-ĕĖpm

Whole School Celebration 1ay - Saturday ĕěth June all day

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Friendship Club is back!!!

Hello everyone. Hope it's not too late to Wish Everyone the Best for 2023.
Our first meeting in 2023 is on Feb 7th in the small hall, our speaker for that
day is from CO-OP Insurance. We will also chat over tea trips etc.

On March 7th our friend Troy is coming back which usually means an afternoon
of games and a lot of laughter Evey Boughton
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SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,

specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,

pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 6.00 pm

Saturday 8am - 6.00 pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES

AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Holy Trinity Church services February 2023

Sunday 12th February 8am Holy Communion
10am All age family service

Sunday 19th February 9.30am Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday 22nd February 7pm Holy Communion & imposition of ashes

Sunday 26th February 9.30am Holy Communion

http://www.khh.org.uk/moonlight
http://www.khh.org.uk/events
http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
http://www.khh.org.uk/retail
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The February photograph in the 

village calendar features a glimpse of 

the Manor, Sibford Gower.  It 

comprises three 17th century coAages 

plus a farm barn and is now a single, 

rambling residenBal house with 

addiBons made between 1905 to 

1910 by Queen Victoria’s Pageant 

Master, Frank Lascelles.  He was born 

in 1875 in Sibford Gower, the 

youngest child of Isabella and the Rev. Edward Thomas Stevens, vicar of Sibford 

Parish. The family lived in the Old Rectory near the village pond.  He went on to study 

English at Keble College Oxford and, although he never graduated, he played leading 

roles in the Oxford University DramaBc Society. He moved to London where he played 

various acBng roles in London theatrical producBons.  His many arBsBc and creaBve 

talents gave him a fanciful persona and he took the name Lascelles to give him a 

more royal associaBon once he was appointed Pageant Master to Queen Victoria. 

He inherited one of the three village coAages on the death of his childhood nanny, 

gradually acquired the other coAages and barn, and started to create himself a village 

home where he could entertain his London set.  The barn was built of coursed 

ironstone rubble under a hipped thatched roof. With a large projecBng lateral brick 

chimney stack, two Early English lancets and 19th century casements, the oriel 

window at the leY-hand end gave the resultant hall the feel of a minstrel’s gallery.  

The central range, also of coursed ironstone rubble under a hipped thatched roof, 

consisted of two floors plus an a\c.  Lascelles added a square tower in the Arts and 

CraYs style with lancets and brick-built flying buAresses. The third secBon adjacent to 

the Old Methodist Chapel was coursed stone rubble to the front and brick to the rear 

under a hipped and gabled thatch roof.  Many of the windows, including the large 

dormer, were la\ced and some had crown glass.  Stone flags, wooden planked doors, 

window seats, shuAers and paneling were internal features.  Lascelles added brick 

fireplaces and wooden stairs to connect the various floors.   

When in Sibford, Lascelles assumed the lifestyle and Btle of ‘Lord of the Manor’ and 

actually purchased a document to establish his ‘Lordship’ despite his ‘Manor’ not 

being on the site of either of the original Manors established by King William 

following the Norman conquest. 

When Lascelles died in 1934 his whole estate had to be sold to pay his creditors. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 78027 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 

CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145   
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions

Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads

Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery
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NATURE NOTES

WHAT WE'RE READING.....

The unusually cold spell in December seems to have encouraged more wildlife
to come into gardens presumably looking for food and water. Chris Beach
reported deer in their garden in Woodway Road and I got the impression that
there were more birds than normal in and around the bird feeders.
Particularly noticeable were large numbers of Chaffinches as well as flocks of
Gold Finches and Long-tailed Tits. Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves also seem to
be present in ever increasing numbers. In smaller numbers but nice to see are
Bullfinches, Nuthatches and occasionally a Pied Wagtail. On the other hand, it
seems a long time since we have seen House Sparrows or Starlings in the
garden.

Regarding birds finding novel food sources in times of hardship I was surprised
to read that Great Tits have been observed going into Pipistrelle Bat roosts
and killing and eating the bats. This was observed in one particular cave in an
area of Hungary where the winters are particularly harsh and when offered
alternative food the Great Tits ate that and stopped going into the cave.

Please send any observation for the next Nature Notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com. Andy and Gill Newbold

Oil Boiler Servicing

on 01608 738156 

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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In Your Garden - February

I am writing this in January, and looking out at my sad, cold garden isn,t much
fun. Those very hard and sudden frosts have done plenty of damage. The
frosts hit many plants that were still flowering, for instance, my delphiniums
were having one last show, and so were the hollyhocks. Worst of all dahlias
were full of colour, and so they had not been lifted, or mulched to protect
them. The next few months are going to be full of suspense, whilst I wait to
see what might survive. I do hope yours is less depressing. In the meantime, I
am going to get out there and get down and dirty with all the other jobs that
need doing.

1. Raking up all the fallen leaves carefully, as I know there are many little
snowdrops just pushing their snouts up, and some are flowering already, but
struggling to get above the leaves.
2. Cut back some of the old heavy leaves on the hellebores. You can find the
flowers are struggling to get up to the light. Carefully lift the leaves from
around the flowering stems.
3. Now is the time to finish pruning all the roses, whilst they are dormant.
4, February is also a good time to prune fruit trees, and if you are lucky
enough to have apricots or peaches climbing up a warm wall, watch out for
frost warnings. They often start flowering early, if it warms up, but a layer of
fleece put over them would save the blossoms from being devestated. By the
way, have you noticed the wonderful apricots trained up the cottages walls in
Aynho?
5. This is also the best time to prune hedges, before the birds start nesting.
6. You can start chitting early potatoes now, if you have a warm, light place.
I like standing mine in open, old egg boxes on a windowsill.
7. Time to start cleaning up the flower beds. If you left stems for the birds
to peck at seeds, they have probably had them all by now, so cut them back,
and clear out any weeds, before any spring mulching with manure or compost.
Better not to mulch if the soil is still heavy and soggy, but wait until is dries
out a bit.
8. You can plant up pots with lilies, and gladioli now, and keep deadheading
winter flowering pansies. It might be useful if you stock up with compost and
vermiculite, before the busy planting time arrives. I plant my sweet peas
gradually each month, and at the moment I am holding back waiting for the
weather to warm up. Don't forget to set the mousetraps when you plant them.
Tempt them with cheese, chocolate or peanut butter. (Dammit! Now I have just
typed that I shall have to go and make my coffee and have a biscuit. Back in a
minute.)
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The Wykham Arms

We're now open inside and outside! and

for takeaway, too

Homemade Desserts

Bespoke special occasions catered for

including anniversaries & birthdays

Weekly Specials

Please tel 01295 788808 or email

info@wykhamarms.co.uk to book or for

more information

The Wykham Arms @wykhamarms

www.theseptictankstore.co.uk

E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.ukT: 01295 236101

Contact us for friendly advice

Sewage Treatment Plant installation

Irrigation and waterpipe

Rain harvesting

Drainage projects

Outdoor electrical works

Ditch clearance and field drainage

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 

30 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE

In Your Garden - February

9. And its ladder time. Pruning the wisteria is essential. Be severe - cut
back to just above two or three buds, be bold and go to the top of the ladder
and cut out all the tall straggly stems that have reached the gutters, and
please don,t fall off, we do not want any Whooooopsies..

10...Manly jobs that should be suggested are taking the lawnmower to be
serviced - not needed until March, and giving garden paths are thorough
sweeping so that they will not be slippery after a frosty night. Stay warm.

Jupe Htching

Cont'd
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Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns:  07973 128987

WHAT WE'RE LISTENING TO........

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS

 

For more info call 

 Gemma 07872596603 or Carla 07749100398 

Kids Film Club 

Join us every 2nd Saturday of the month at 3pm and settle 

down and enjoy a movie on our BIG screen. Refreshments 

available. Running through autumn and winter only. 

10th December – The Polar Express  

14th January – Disney Z-O-M-B-I-E-S 

11th February – High School Musical 

Kids and Caffeine 

We welcome you on the last Saturday of every month from 

10am-12noon to enjoy tea and cake with fellow families. 

Plenty of toys and activities to entertain children from 0 – 12 

years. Running all year. 

Kids and Caffeine Crafts! 

To run alternate months with the toy sessions, same time, 

same place. Six tables of different craft activities to make and 

create! 

*28th Jan  *25th Feb 

                                  (Craft)               (Toys) 

Kids Christmas Party 

Saturday 17th December, 10am – 12noon. Tickets £5 each. 

*Disco *Father Christmas *Craft *Christingle *Buffet 

 

LOCAL MARKETS

Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market -
1st Friday of the month

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month

Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday. Farmers market -
3rd Saturday of the month

Stourton Farmers - 1st Thursday of the month. 6-8pm

CHURCH SERVICES

Quakers - Sibford Gower, Sunday,
10.30 am

Roman Catholics - Brailes,
Saturday, 5pm; Shipston, Sunday
9am Kineton, Sunday 11am

Baptists - Hook Norton, Sunday,
10.30 am
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february News

Heading into 2023
Plans are already well underway for some fantastic events and exciting
opportunities to support our hospice in 2023. It’s thanks to your support that
we’re able to go on caring for local people living with incurable illnesses. Thank
you!

Moonlight, camera, action!
The Moonlight Walk is back and this time we’re going to the movies! Our
annual flagship fundraising walk is taking place on Saturday 20 May 2023 at
Easington Sports Football Club – so get the date in your diaries now and don’t
forget to tell friends and family! www.khh.org.uk/moonlight

Challenge accepted
Help us raise money with an adrenaline rush! We have the following challenge
events available to sign up to now – the sky is literally the limit!
Ride London – 28 May
Abseil – 17 June
Bike Oxford – 25 June
Skydive – 9 September
Thames Path Walk – 9 September
Oxford Half – 15 October
Halloween Walk – 28 October

Plus many more! Find out more here: www.khh.org.uk/events

How does your garden grow?
Our ever-popular Open Gardens will be making a welcome return in 2023 and
we’d love to be able to branch out and grow the scheme. Last year, our Open
Gardens helped raise nearly £7,000 for our hospice. If you’d like to get
involved and help support us by opening your own garden, then we’d love to
hear from you. Our Fundraising team are on hand to offer support and guidance
to help make sure your event is blooming marvellous. www.khh.org.uk/gardens

Charity shops treasures
If you’re having a post-Christmas clear out, don’t forget about our six charity
shops across the area. Rather than throwing out your quality unwanted items,
donating to a charity shop is more sustainable and helps raise money for our
hospice. You can find the details for all our charity shops here:
www.khh.org.uk/retail

http://www.khh.org.uk/moonlight
http://www.khh.org.uk/events
http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
http://www.khh.org.uk/retail


22

Advertising Rates in The Scene
The Sibford Scene is delivered to 480 homes in Sibford Gower, Sibford
Ferris and Burdrop
The Prices for 1 year (10 issues) are:
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 110
1/2 page 125mm x 90mm £ 65
1/4 page 60mm x 90mm £ 35
1/8 page 60mm x 40mm £ 20
Price for colour or a single issue on application to Oonagh O'Neil

You can pay for ads directly into our account:

Sort Code: 60 01 35 Acct 52612236

Yoga
Sibford Village Hall

Tuesdays: Slow Hatha Yoga

9-10am

Tuesdays: NEW Beginner

Yogalates (A fusion of Yoga and

Pilates) 7-8pm

Thursdays: Flow Yoga

9-10am

Thursdays: Chair Yoga

10.15 - 11.15am

Any enquiries to
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SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Sibford Photography Club is a friendly, informal group with a shared interest
in photography. Activities include instructive presentations and regular photo
topics with the resulting images presented and discussed at meetings (face to
face or virtual).

At our meeting on 31st January, we will have a practical session creating
images using cross-polarisation. This is a technique that exploits a property
of clear plastic items such as disposable cutlery that light passing through
them is twisted, due to the stresses created during manufacture. This can be
seen as beautiful rainbow colours when they are placed on a polarised light
source and viewed through a polarising filter. We will use this method to
create colourful photographs of a range of small items. In addition to the
practical session, we will also review members' images on the monthly topic
of Frozen, a topic open to many interpretations for creative image-making.
This meeting will be the first to be held in the small hall at Sibford Village
Hall, which will be our venue from now on.

Our next meeting will be on 28th February, at 7:30 pm in the small hall at
the Village Hall. Feel free to come along if you have an interest in any
aspect of photography. During February, our members will be creating images
on the topic Minimalism for review at the meeting.

In addition to our regular meetings, we also arrange outdoor photoshoots at
local nature reserves and other places of interest.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you are interested
in joining, please contact Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone

www.sibfordschool.co.uk
Sibford School is an independent, co-educational day and
boarding school that welcomes pupils from the age of ė-ĕĜ

Explore Sibford School Open Events in ĖĔĖė

Sibford School is delighted to invite prospective families to attend one of our
forthcoming Open Events. There are limited spaces available so do book now!

Sibford School Open Events offer the opportunity to talk to staff, meet current
parents and take a tour of the school and it's facilities with student guides. The
school uses these events to highlight what is important about Sibford and what we
offer to our pupils and their families.

Head Teacher, Toby, explains: "At Sibford, we value holistic education where the
happiness and well-being of pupils is paramount. We encourage pupils to live
adventurously and foster resilience and we look for the unique talents in every
individual that comes to the school. 

Sibford School is set on a 5Ĕ-acre campus that offers a junior school with Early
Years department, a senior school with excellent teachers and facilities and a newly
refurbished Sixth Form Centre with expansive A Level/vocational options. Sibford
has a dedicated Forest School, a state-of-the-art climbing wall and a Ė5metre
swimming pool.

The school offers a gifted and talented programme for the most able pupils, a wide
range of sporting opportunities and an excellent learning development centre to
support those students with additional learning requirements.

Scholarships and bursaries are also available.

1on't miss out on seeing what Sibford can offer your child. To book visit
www.sibfordschool.co.uk/events, email admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or call
Elspeth 1yer on ĔĕĖĝ5 ěĜĕĖĔė.

ĖĔĖė OPEN EVENTS
 

Sixth Form Open Evening - Thursday ĝth February Ěpm-Ĝpm
Whole School Open Morning - Friday ĖĜth April ĝ.ėĔam-ĕĖpm

Whole School Celebration 1ay - Saturday ĕěth June all day
Please note: On Sunday, we open
at 9am

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
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              Original Wooden Platters & Boards 
                            Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords   

 

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at 

Temple Mill.    Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for: 

~  Presentation Ï Food Theatre!  ~  Cake Boards  ~  Cheese Boards  ~  

~  Chopping Boards   ~   Serving Platters   ~   Etc ~ 

**   5th Wedding Anniversary:  ÒYqqfÓ"",, 
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower.          Welcome to view. 

07580 597042  -  jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk Ï 01295 780418 
    www.at-temple-mill.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering

directly to your home every Thursday

from 3.45 - 4.15

MISS “T” CATERING. 

Good Home Cooked Food   

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties. 

 

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

Ϯ0Ϯϯ is feeliŶg ǀerǇ posiiǀe here at Siďford Goǁer EŶdoǁed 
PriŵarǇ SĐhool ǁith iŶteresiŶg learŶiŶg theŵes aĐross the sĐhool 
froŵ the WarriŶer Muli-AĐadeŵǇ Trust ĐurriĐuluŵ. 
HaǀiŶg speŶt the AutuŵŶ Terŵ foĐusiŶg oŶ theŵselǀes aŶd their 
faŵilies, the ĐhildreŶ iŶ EarlǇ Years are Ŷoǁ lookiŶg outǁard aŶd 
thiŶkiŶg aďout ͚Where are theǇ?͛ TheǇ are eǆploriŶg difereŶt 

aŶiŵal haďitats aŶd adaptaioŶs to the difereŶt seasoŶs. TheǇ are also iŶdiŶg out aďout 
LoŶdoŶ as our Đapital ĐitǇ, ideŶifǇiŶg soŵe keǇ LoŶdoŶ laŶdŵarks aŶd iŶdiŶg out aďout 
soŵe of the faŵous people that liǀe there, eǆploriŶg soŵe of the siŵilariies aŶd 
difereŶĐes ďetǁeeŶ LoŶdoŶ aŶd ǁhere theǇ liǀe.
IŶ KeǇ Stage OŶe, the ĐhildreŶ are iŶdiŶg out all aďout ͚The Great ‘aiŶforests͛.  This theŵe 
liŶks to learŶiŶg iŶ ŵaŶǇ areas of the ĐurriĐuluŵ, iŶĐludiŶg the ͚eǆplorers͛ iŶ historǇ, the 
loĐaioŶ aŶd features of the raiŶforests iŶ geographǇ, aŶd plaŶts aŶd ĐoŶdiioŶs for groǁth 
iŶ SĐieŶĐe.  The ĐhildreŶ ǁill eǀeŶ ďe desigŶiŶg aŶd ŵakiŶg tropiĐal sŵoothies usiŶg 
raiŶforest fruits for DesigŶ & teĐhŶologǇ.  

͚ ͛

 ͞
’

’ ͟

 ͞
’

͟

EǆploriŶg ǀoĐaďularǇ for our glossarǇ

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are 
goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at

htp://www.siďford-gower.oxon.sĐh.uk/

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

FUN CORNER

Hackers Posing as Industry Regulators

According to the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), part of GCHQ,

scammers are exploiting the cost of living crisis by posing as Britain's energy

regulator, Ofgen. These criminal hackers will try to either infect devices with

malware or trick users out of money on bogus websites.

One of the phishing scams flagged the most by members of the public is a

message purporting to be from Ofgen regarding support with energy bills. One

such message reads "GOVUK: we have identified you as eligible for a discounted

energy bill under the Energy Bill Support Scheme. You can apply here:

https:// reduce-myenergybill.com".

The NCSC state the most common scams are those that pose as the NHS, as

criminals continue to exploit the pandemic.

Messages such as "NHS-UK Health Department: you've been in close contact

with a confirmed Omicron case. You must book a PCR test kit".

As with the energy scam, ignore these pleas for your money.

The top half a dozen scams include TV Licensing, HM Revenue and Customs, the

DVLA and the Gov.uk website.

Thanks to tips from the public, the NCSC claims to have removed more than

67,300 fake sites . (Torygraph Crime Correspondent).

Good luck with 2023.

Peter Hine Watch Co-ordinator Sibford Gower & Burdrop. 788830

What is the difference between a hunter and a fisherman?

A hunter lis in wait and the fisherman waits and lies

Why are puppies good t DIY?

Because they like doing little jobs around the house!

http://reduce-myenergybill.com/
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SIBFORDS HISTORY SOCIETY

On November 17th, 2022, Dr Gillian White gave us an enthralling talk on
Elizabeth I’s extraordinary ‘Road to the Throne’. Elizabeth, the longest
reigning Tudor monarch, came to the throne on 17 November 1558, 464 years
previously, to the day .

Born in 1553 to Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, her life began tragically.
Although her father dandled her on his knee and was apparently very fond of
her, he nonetheless had her mother beheaded’ for treason’ when Elizabeth was
not yet three years old. As Henry continued to marry and lose or get rid of his
subsequent wives, Elizabeth, astonishingly managed to thrive, and live a fairly
happy childhood, learning to speak and write competently in five languages by
the age of twelve.

Through twists of fate, namely the deaths of her two half -siblings, first
Edward VI and then Mary, ‘Bloody Mary’, not forgetting the 9 -day reign of
the hapless Lady Jane Grey, Elizabeth succeeded to the Throne, and thus
embarked on her long and illustrious reign as the ‘Virgin Queen’.

Thanks to Gillian for yet another wonderful talk.

On 16th February we are holding an unusual Social Evening. There will be a
dinner served by Miss T, so we know already that it will be excellent! There
will be mulled wine on arrival, but bring your own drinks for the meal. Steven
Bruce, the auctioneer, will be on hand to value any treasures you might like to
bring, and he will also be giving a talk ‘ Tales from the Auction Room’.

Tickets will be on sale, £20 members and £23 non-members, available from
Clive Warner:780475, and David Long:788242. Enquiries to:
own:shs@thesibfords.uk

Doors open at the Village Hall: 6.45 pm. Meal begins 7.15pm

Sue Tompkins and Diana Hughes

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of

the vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower

room, plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining

room boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for

sorting out sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking

countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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The first talk on our horticulture calendar is being given on March 8th at The
Village Hall by Ann Chambers, owner of Kiftsgate gardens, who will be talking
on ‘my ever-evolving garden’. As always, doors open at 7.00 for refreshments
and the talk starts at 7.30. Please note that there will be a quick AGM
before the talk, and that subscriptions are due on this date. New membership
cards will be available at the meeting.
To whet your appetite, here is the programme for the rest of the year.

Wednesday 12 April. Simon Gulliver. Colour through the seasons. How to
achieve 365 days of colour
Saturday 13 May. Plant Sale. Carter’s Yard 10.00am - 1pm
Saturday 20 May. Spring Show, plant sale and refreshments
Wednesday 14 June. All day outing RHS Wisley
Wednesday 12 July. Afternoon visit Kiftsgate gardens
Saturday 26 August. Summer show, plant sale and refreshments
Wednesday 11 October. Martin Gascoigne-Pees. Your local butterflies and how
to attract them to your garden.
Wednesday 8 November. Timothy Walker. On top and almost in control. Tales
from a very small garden.

In the autumn I asked whether any members might be interested in buying
some Melcourt Sylva Grow general purpose peat-free compost, as
recommended by Harriet Ryecroft our October speaker, one-time gardener at
Witchford Pottery and an expert pot planter.
I am extending the offer to include anyone who’d like some compost in the
hope that we can buy a pallet (60 x 50litre bags) and keep the costs as low
as possible.
Assuming a full pallet, a 50L bag = £5.40 ex VAT
For A half pallet, a 50L bag = £5.65 ex VAT
For Smaller 15L bags. = £2.80 ex VAT

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS WITH ME BY FEBRUARY 28

Diana Thompson
Diana_thompson@btinternet.com

Or text 07855 578953

mailto:Diana_thompson@btinternet.com
mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
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Oil and Watercolour 

classes
Learn the basics in a friendly 

informal class with easy to follow 

demonstrations 

OIL PAINTING - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 9.30 - 12.30 weekly)

  Shutford Village Hall

  (Saturday’s 9.30 - 12.30 monthly)

WATERCOLOUR - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 1.30 - 3.30 - weekly)

""px*gvejgtBdvkpvgtpgv0eqo
""yyy0pkign*gvejgt0eq0wm
  07792 657 248

Bus 75 - Timetable from 25 July 2022

• Leave Sibford Ferris to Banbury: 06:56, 08:37, 11:09, 13:59, 17:31
(Sat only)

• Leave from Banbury for Sibford: 11:35 (Sat), 11:40 (Mon-Fri),
14:35, 17:40

• Leave Sibford Ferris to Stratford: 11:58 (Sat), 12:02 (Mon-Fri),
14:53, 17:58

• Leave from Stratford for Sibford: 06:02, 07:30 (Mon-Fri), 07:54
(Sat), 10:15, 13:15, 16:38 (Sat only)

No service on Sundays or Bank Holidays.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER

Come, and see!
Such is rural beauty; such

Pleasure, to be found for you;
If then, this tale be true,

Couldst thou ever look too much?
Come, and see!—The hills, the woods,
The valleys, and the rolling floods,
“Come, and see!” are all a-saying,

And be-word their pray'r, with praying
“Come, and see!

Prithee, come, and see!”

Dear friends,

This lovely verse from the Irish poet George Darley comes from his
poem, ‘Come & See’, which contains some wonderful descriptions of the
countryside, but it also goes further and invites others to see the beauty that
is visible within it.

As we prepare individually and together as churches, villages and
communities across our Benefice, to celebrate the beginning of Lent with our
Ash Wednesday services on the 22nd February, this season in the church year,
could almost be thought of as a season of invitation. A time when we ourselves
are invited to once more reflect upon our relationship with God in our lives, but
also a time when we might find ways and opportunities to invite others to ‘come
& see’, as well as to experience, the love of Jesus, the love of God, in all of our
lives.

If you are someone who might be just beginning to explore your
Christian faith and are also maybe uncertain of the pathway forwards, please
then accept this letter from me, as a personal invitation to you, to ‘Come &
see’.

Love & prayers Revd Neil
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 14th; 28th
Blue/Brown Tuesday: .7th; 21st

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:

Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR MARCH ISSUE -

12 NOON - 18th FEBRUARY 2023

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Oonagh O'Neill Garnham
Folly Cottage, Main Street, Sibford Ferris. OX15 5RG

T: 01295 788160. Mob: 07717 723919
E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

FEBRUARY

3rd - Mens Brunch - Sun Inn - 1130am
7th - Friendship Club - Village Hall

16th - Sibfords History Society. "Tales from the Auction Room" Village Hall -
7.15pm

18th - Literary talk - Caroline Newark. Village Hall - 10.30am

28th - Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall - 10am

MARCH (PART)

8th - Horti Society talk 'My evolving garden' - Village Hall - 7.30pm



Photo by the Sibford Photography Society


