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ED's THOUGHTS

LETTERS AND NOTICES

Thought for the month:

'Boom boom boom boom

Bang bang bang bang'

John Lee Hooker

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY!!

October Lottery winners:

1st prize Tim Huckvale

2nd prize Amanda Ransom

3rd prize Amy Brace

PLAY THE VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

If anyone is interested in joining to contact Juliette on
juliette53@btinternet.com
We currently have about 75 people. Wouldn't it be great to make it 100!!

Front cover painting: "The Kite Runner", by Michael Spring. More of Mike's work can be

viewed on his website gallery at www.lettercarve.com Sales enquiries welcome.

John Loggins

Anyone wishing to apply for consideration from the above charity, apply in

writing to Mrs E Boughton c/o Wyatts Close Sibford Gower.

R

Well, this month we have the Primary School Fireworl Display, the Fun Wine
Tasting, the Art Exhibition and the Village Quiz. Something for everyone to
while away November

mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.lettercarve.com/
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Macmillan coffee morning.
For all your donations, cakes, produce etc. And of course all those many who
came on the day.
Altogether we raised £770. A fantastic result for this worthwhile cause.
Thank you so much. Petra Berry

POLLY
When I last saw Polly she told me that some of her clients were were unable
to afford underwear, to their significant discomfort. I asked her, surely they
wouldn’t want
second hand knickers etc. and she replied, second hand knickers are better than
none.
So this month I’m asking for donations of underwear in good condition. Please
put anything you can spare in the wicker boxes in the church porch. Food, of
course, is always welcome too!

Many thanks, Diana Thompson

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Quiz Night returns! Saturday 26th Nov, doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start

Get your team together for Quiz night and be ready to test your knowledge
against our legendary Quizmasters Simon Chard and Adam Leyburn. Team
representatives should email/text/WhatsApp their team’s name and number of
people in advance to Jo at joanneconnor@rocketmail.com or 07970483917.
Entry is £10 per head, to include a hot supper. Please let us know of any
vegetarian/vegan/gluten free requirements in advance.

Book Swap Saturdays: Nov 26th, Dec 17th

Books for all ages and genres at this popular event. Come and have a drink and
a chat in the Small Hall. Teas and coffees available. It’s free to borrow
books but donations welcome towards the Village Hall Roof fund.

Garden tidy-up – thanks to our Gardeners!

Thank you to all the volunteers including those from the Horti Society who
helped with our winter garden tidy-up. We think the outside space is looking
much better!

mailto:joanneconnor@rocketmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Cont'd

Book the Village Hall for your next event

Visit our website www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk to request a booking. We
have preferential rates for village residents, only £10/hr (one hall); and £18/hr
(both halls). Please use us for your next birthday party or community
gathering.

Charlotte Davies: chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk

On October 12th Harriet Rycroft, ex-head gardener of Whichford Pottery,
came to talk to us on the subject of Planting Pots for Winter Interest and
Spring Joy. Veronique has been in negotiation with Harriet since 2019 but
with COVID etc it has only just become possible to get her to Sibford. And
we were not disappointed! We enjoyed a lively and informative evening with
one of the hall tables being put through it’s paces as Harriet whacked a large
terracotta pot firmly down on it time and again, expelling air from within the
pot and making me fear for the safety of pot and table! She gave us some
useful tips among which were: to plant now for a spring display, keep a
record of what you plant, limit the colour palette, plant a group of pots
repeating the same colours for maximum impact and have in mind shapes,
colours, height, how the plants work with the pot and timing. Harriet uses
Melcourt Sylva Grow general purpose peat free compost which she enhances
with slow release fertiliser. These come in either 15litre or 50litre bags. 15l
= £2.50 + VAT, 50l = £5.90 + VAT. If I have enough expressions of interest I
will order a pallet of compost. (A pallet will probably be at least 40 bags)

On November 9th we close our 2022 programme on a high point with Timothy
Walker who will be coming to talk to us on Paradise Lost and Restored: 400
years of garden design in Oxfordshire. As usual, doors open at 7.00 for a 7.30
start, but we will be serving mulled wine and seasonal food beforehand so do
come along and join us. Non-members always welcome, £3.00

Diana Thompson

HORTI SOCIETY

http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk


6

We haǀe had a ǀerǇ posiiǀe aŶd fuŶ-illed irst half-terŵ here at Siďford 
Goǁer EŶdoǁed PriŵarǇ SĐhool.  Ouƌ Yeaƌ ϱ & ϲ Oak Class ĐhildƌeŶ 
ǀeŶtuƌed of to Shƌopshiƌe foƌ a fouƌ Ŷight ƌesideŶial at CoŶdoǀeƌ Hall.  
TheǇ had a ƌeallǇ ǁoŶdeƌful iŵe, ĐhalleŶgiŶg theŵselǀes to tƌǇ thiŶgs 
theǇ hadŶ͛t doŶe ďefoƌe aŶd leaƌŶiŶg Ŷeǁ thiŶgs aďout theŵselǀes.  
Fƌoŵ kaǇakiŶg to laseƌ Ƌuest, ďuggǇ ďuildiŶg to high ƌopes, eǀeƌǇ daǇ had 
soŵethiŶg Ŷeǁ aŶd the ĐhildƌeŶ ŵade the ŵost of it.  The staf at 
CoŶdoǀeƌ ĐoŵŵeŶted ƌeallǇ posiiǀelǇ aďout hoǁ ƌespeĐful aŶd polite all 
of the ĐhildƌeŶ ǁeƌe.

BaĐk at sĐhool, Willoǁ Đlass had a foĐus oŶ BlaĐk HistoƌǇ 
ŵoŶth, iŶdiŶg out aďout all soƌts of thiŶgs aďout iŵpoƌtaŶt 
people aŶd eǀeŶts iŶ the histoƌǇ of the AfƌiĐaŶ diaspoƌa.  As 
ǁell as ƌeseaƌĐhiŶg aŶd shaƌiŶg lots of faĐts, theǇ Đƌeated 
soŵe loǀelǇ aƌt ǁoƌk too usiŶg a ƌaŶge of ŵedia iŶĐludiŶg 
Đollage, pastel, paiŶt aŶd peŶ.  A sŵall gƌoup of ouƌ oldest 
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁoƌked togetheƌ to Đƌeate a ͚pop-aƌt͛ jigsaǁ iŵage 
of NelsoŶ MaŶdela, ĐƌeaiŶg pieĐes sepeƌatelǇ aŶd theŶ 
puiŶg theŵ togetheƌ, to stƌikiŶg efeĐt. 
To suppoƌt aŶd eŶƌiĐh theiƌ leaƌŶiŶg iŶ ‘.E, Willoǁ Class 
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁalked doǁŶ to the ĐhuƌĐh iŶ Siďfoƌd Goǁeƌ, ǁheƌe 
theǇ ǁeƌe ŵet ďǇ ‘eǀd. Neil Boǁleƌ, ǁho also happeŶs to ďe 
oŶe of ouƌ goǀeƌŶoƌs.  He talked ǁith theŵ aďout the Bishop 
of Oǆfoƌd aŶd the speĐial Đhaiƌ he sits iŶ aŶd eǆplaiŶed all 
soƌts of thiŶgs aďout the sigŶiiĐaŶĐe aŶd use of iteŵs 
aƌouŶd the ĐhuƌĐh.  The ĐhildƌeŶ ƌeallǇ eŶjoǇed iŶdiŶg out 
aďout soŵe of the detail, iŶĐludiŶg disĐoǀeƌiŶg that theƌe is 
plug hole at the ďotoŵ of the foŶt!

OPEN MORNINGS FOR OUR SEPTEMBER ϮϬϮϯ RECEPTION YEAR
We are holdiŶg OpeŶ MorŶiŶgs for pareŶts of ĐhildreŶ ǁho ŵaǇ ďe ĐoŶsideriŶg applǇiŶg for a 

ReĐepioŶ plaĐe here Ŷeǆt Septeŵďer.  These are sĐheduled to take plaĐe oŶ SaturdaǇ ŵorŶiŶgs 
froŵ 9:ϯϬ to ϭϭ:ϬϬ a.ŵ oŶ SaturdaǇ ϭ9th Noǀeŵďer aŶd SaturdaǇ Ϯϲth Noǀeŵďer.  If Ǉou thiŶk ǁe 
ŵight ďe the right it for Ǉour Đhild, please do Đoŵe aloŶg to ǀisit the Đlassrooŵ aŶd ŵeet staf.

NurserǇ proǀisioŶ for ĐhildreŶ aged 3+ 

If Ǉou haǀe a ŶurserǇ-aged Đhild aŶd are ĐoŶsideriŶg us as a seiŶg, Ǉou are ǀerǇ ǁelĐoŵe to 
ĐoŶtaĐt the sĐhool to arraŶge a ǀisit aŶd a Đhat, or Đoŵe aloŶg to oŶe of the opeŶ ŵorŶiŶgs.  

Your Đhild ĐaŶ joiŶ us at aŶǇ iŵe froŵ the terŵ ater theǇ are three aŶd all ϯ aŶd ϰ Ǉear olds are 
eŶitled to ϭϱ fuŶded hours of earlǇ eduĐaioŶ per ǁeek.

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ŶurserǇ, please look oŶ our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/ŶurserǇ-proǀisioŶ--adŵissioŶ.htŵl

͞Froŵ litle aĐorŶs… ŵighty oaks do groǁ͟

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are 
goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at

htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/
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NATURE NOTES

As we have been away my own observations are a bit limited this month.

On sunny days in late September any Ivy that had been left to flower was
often covered in various insects including very fresh looking Comma and Red
Admiral butterflies.

Despite the very dry summer there seems to be an abundance of hedgerow
fruits as well as acorns and beech nuts which will provide a good food source
for many small mammals and birds.

Sue Sabin has seen a hedgehog several times in her orchard and commented
that returning Redwings and Fieldfares are now appearing in the general area.
She also heard a Firecrest in the Blue Cedar outside her house.

I have noticed that there are quite a few of the tiny but pretty Owl-midges
around this year. They are also known as Moth-flies or by the less
complimentary name Drain-flies or Sewage-flies. There are 99 species in the
UK but they are very difficult to identify to species level. The adults live for
up to 5 days and lay their eggs on decaying matter including the slime around
drains and sinks. The larvae then feed on this matter for a couple of weeks
before pupating. Andy Newbold

Moth - Fly
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Original Wooden Platters & Boards 
     Crafted by hand at Temple Mill in the Sibfords   

Trunks and branches from fallen trees planked, seasoned, designed at 

Temple Mill.    Unique, often quirky, always useful boards for: 

~  Presentation Ï Food Theatre!  ~  Cake Boards  ~  Cheese Boards  ~

~  Chopping Boards   ~   Serving Platters   ~   Etc ~ 

**   5th Wedding Anniversary:  ÒYqqfÓ"",,
Between Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower.    Welcome to view. 

07580 597042  -  jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk Ï 01295 780418
    www.at-temple-mill.co.uk 

LOCAL MARKETS

Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market - 1st Friday of the
month

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month

Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday. Farmers market - 3rd Saturday of the
month

Stourton Farmers - 1st Thursday of the month. 6-8pm

CHURCH SERVICES

Quakers Sibford Gower, Sunday, 10.30 am
Roman Catholic Brailes, Saturday, 5pm; Shipston, Sunday 9am

Kineton, Sunday 11am
Baptist Hook Norton, Sunday, 10.30 am
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LETTERCARVE

Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace.

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials.

#MadeInSibford Browse the website:

www.lettercarve.com e: lettercarve@gmail.com

SIBFORD PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Sibford Photography Club is an informal group with a shared interest in
photography. Activities include instructive presentations and regular photo
topics with the resulting images presented and discussed at meetings (face to
face or virtual).

At our meeting on 25th October, Colin Lamb gave a presentation on "The Art of
Plant Photography" covering both record shots and more artistic techniques for
making images of plants such as focus stacking, intentional camera movement
and multiple exposure. After the presentation, we reviewed members' images
on the monthly topic. Following our discussion on the subject at last month's
meeting, the topic this month was "Landscape", with members putting into
practise what they learned during the discussion and producing some terrific
photos.

Our next meeting will be on 29th November at 7:30 pm, when the photo topic
for the month's images will be "Autumn".

In addition to the regular meetings, we also arrange outdoor photoshoots at
local nature reserves and other places of interest.

We would like to welcome more members to the club, so if you are interested
in joining, please contact Colin Lamb at colinlamb.cl@gmail.com or phone 01295
780357.

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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Advertising Rates in The Scene
The Sibford Scene is delivered to 480 homes in Sibford Gower, Sibford
Ferris and Burdrop
The Prices for 1 year (10 issues) are:
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 110
1/2 page 125mm x 90mm £ 65
1/4 page 60mm x 90mm £ 35
1/8 page 60mm x 40mm £ 20
Price for colour or a single issue on application to Oonagh O'Neil

You can pay for ads directly into our account:

Sort Code: 60 01 35 Acct 52612236

Yoga
Sibford Village Hall

Tuesdays: Slow & Gentle

Yoga 9-10am

Thursdays: Flow Yoga

9-10am

Chair Yoga

10.15 - 11.15am

Any enquiries to

juliette53@btinternet.com

mailto:sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk
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November News

Coming up at Katharine House
We’ve got some fantastic events and opportunities lined up to see you into the
festive season with a warm glow. Your support makes such a difference to the
hospice at what continues to be a very challenging time. Here are just a few
things that are coming up…

An ’ELFY way to kick off Christmas
Get festive, have fun and support our community this Christmas by signing up
for our Santa Fun Run on Sunday 4 December. Join hundreds of stylish Santas
taking part in our 1.5km or 5km fun run at Spiceball Park, Banbury. We ho ho
hope you can join us! Tickets are available to buy on our website now!
www.khh.org.uk/santa

Getting Christmas wrapped up
It may be the most wonderful time of the year, but it can also be one of the
busiest – so why not tick wrapping off your long to-do list and support our
hospice at the same time! A team of willing volunteers will be ready and waiting
to gift wrap your pressies on 9 and 10 December at Banbury Castle Quay. If
you could help support this event by joining our wrapping crew, email
getinvolved@khh.org.uk or sign up on our website: www.khh.org.uk/
collectiondays.

Lights of Love – 8 December
Our annual Lights of Love event is taking place on Thursday 8 December at St
Mary's Church, Banbury. We’d love you to join us for a special gathering where
we come together to remember and celebrate the lives of those we have loved
and lost. Everyone is welcome – people of all faiths or none. Find out more and
register to join us here: www.khh.org.uk/lights.

Tractor Run returns
Once again, RC Baker will be bringing the X factor to tractors this Christmas.
The hugely popular Tractor Run will be bringing all the glitz and glam of the
festive season on Saturday 17 December. Don’t miss the fleet of fairy-lit
tractors taking a tour around local villages to spread some Christmas cheer and
raise money for Katharine House Hospice. To help plan your evening, you can
find all the details as well as the route and timings on our website.
www.khh.org.uk/tractor

http://www.khh.org.uk/santa
mailto:getinvolved@khh.org.uk
http://www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays
http://www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights
http://www.khh.org.uk/tractor
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QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

hill42804@gmail.com

07578 195979

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford. Now delivering

directly to your home every Thursday

from 3.45 - 4.15

13

SIBFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

n

Because we had to postpone the visit of Steven Bruce, the auctioneer, we are
now looking forward to hearing his talk as part of our Social Evening on 16
February, 2023. Look out for ads about this nearer the time and be sure to
get your tickets for the event.

Dr Gillian White will be here on 17th November to give us her unique talk on
‘Elizabeth I, the Road to the Throne’ - put together for us because it will be
exactly 464 years to the day, since she became Queen.

Sibford Village Hall, doors open 7.15p.m. Talk begins 7.30 p.m. Refreshments
served after the talk. Non-members £3 p.p. Diana Hughes

www.theseptictankstore.co.uk

E: sales@theseptictankstore.co.ukT: 01295 236101

Contact us for friendly advice

Sewage Treatment Plant installation

Irrigation and waterpipe

Rain harvesting

Drainage projects

Outdoor electrical works

Ditch clearance and field drainage

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 

30 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE

MISS “T” CATERING. 

Good Home Cooked Food

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties.

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com


14

PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 78027 Mob: 07905 953300

email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 

CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145 
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions

Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads

Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery
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SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Oil Boiler Servicing

on 01608 738156

WALKING DATES

14 November; 28 November; 12 December - Walk followed by lunch at carters
Yard for those who walk today

We leave the village hall on foot or by car at 10 am sharp to do a circuit of
approximately 2 hours. You are advised therefore, to get to the village hall by
9.55 am latest. Often a shorter version of the walk is possible but that it is
advisable to check with Sue just before

Dogs are welcome provided they are put on the lead when requested. Walking
boots and poles are recommended but not compulsory. Some routes include
stiles. If you would prefer a shorter walk, please contact Sue to discuss
as it is sometimes possible to leave a car about halfway, so the less energetic
may drop off and drive home. At the village hall, please park either on the
road or on the grass field beyond the tarmac.

Please don’t hesitate to ring me on 01295 780365 or email
sebannister@gmail.com if you have any queries.

Sue Bannister

FOOTPATHS
Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like any advice on our village,
please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T:
788865 (Ferris). We are lucky enough to have a really great village website
at: thesibfords.org.uk

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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NOT SO GREAT TASTE

Thought I'd give you my take on cauliflower cheese.........

CAULIFOWER CHEESES-ISH

Fresh spinach - a handful

1 Cauliflower, ripped into florets

Cheese (grated) - any old cheese you like. I usually have a
mixture of cheadar, parmigiano, manchego and anything else in the
bottom of the cheese drawer.

Milk - 200ml; Butter - 100g; Flour - 100g

Tomatoes - about 3 sliced (depends on the size, I guess)

Breadcrumbs - a handful

White wine - small glass (or large if you feel like it)

Steam the caulifower for about 5 minutes. Grab a baking dish and
chuck the spinach in it and then put the florets on top. Now,
make the cheese sauce.

Bung the butter in a pan and melt, take it off the heat and chuck
in the flour - stirring constantly (you don't want lumpy sauce)
Shove it back on the heat and cook for about 5 minutes. Take it
off and slowly add the milk. Add s&p. Once it's smooth, get it on
the heat again and cook until it gets thicker, constantly stirring.
Now add the wine and keep stirring. You should now have a lovely
smooth sauce. Finally chuck in your grated cheese and let it melt
into the sauce.

Pour it over the cauliflower and place tomato slices on top.
Finally, and top it with breadcrumbs and some more grated
cheese. Shove it in the oven at 200 degrees) for about 30
minutes.

Voila!
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Co#age to let in Sibford Gower 

Sweet period co,age in quiet village lane available 

for long term let from mid-December.  

Completely refurbished, including new kitchen, 

carpets, curtains and re-dec throughout. Two 

bedrooms, siAng room, kitchen & conservatory. 

Pre,y enclosed garden and two off-street parking 

spaces in private yard.  

Sorry, no pets or smokers. Long let preferred. 

Please email sibfordscene@gmail.com for info. 

Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns:  07973 128987

18

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
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In Your Garden - November

1. This is the best time to plant bare-root roses, so order some now, and on
arrival unpack immediately and soak in a bucket of water.
2 It is also a good time to plant new rhubarb crowns, if you divide up the old
established crowns.
3. It is a bumper year for apples and pears. Keep checking the stored fruit
regularly for signs of rot, and hand some out to your lovely neighbours.
4.. When all the apples and pears have been picked, now is a good time to
start pruning them.
5. If your garden is beginning to be rather colourless, a bit bleak perhaps? In
need of a bit of winter cheer? It is time to go and visit an Arboretum - lovely
one over at Bourton on the Hill, and see the rainbow of colours you could be
having. Try adding cyclamen hederifolium - they like to sit happily under
trees. Some roses have magnificent berries. Try R.Glauca, - R.geranium. or R.
Shropshire Lass. If you have room for a small tree, many of the Acers are
brilliant.
6.Rake up the fallen leaves on the lawn, and avoid walking over it on frosty
mornings. Use the leaves to make leaf mould, or to use as mulch over tender
plants.
7.If you have been removing stakes and canes which have been supporting
plants earlier in the year, or propping up beans and tomatoes, it is a good idea
to clean them, and stow away in the shed. ( Ah Ha, this makes me laugh. I
noticed this morning that I had left mine in a muddy heap behind the shed. I
really must try and do what I tell everyone else to do.)
8. November is the right time to start planting your tulips, and always plant
them really deeply. This will protect them from whatever the weather throws
at us this winter..
9. And if you do it early on in the month, you can still plant winter bedding,
and do some lovely pots, with wallflowers, primroses and primulas, violas and
Bellis Perennis.

10. Might be a good idea to buy in some birdseed, and fatballs, in case they
vanish off the shelves too, and it is Bonfire Night! Yippee. But please have a
good poke around underneath it, in case there are toads and hedgehogs
standing there. And enjoy the mulled Wine. Jupe Hitching
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The Wykham Arms

We're now open inside and outside! and

for takeaway, too

Homemade Desserts

Bespoke special occasions catered for

including anniversaries & birthdays

Weekly Specials

Please tel 01295 788808 or email

info@wykhamarms.co.uk to book or for

more information

The Wykham Arms @wykhamarms

Please note: On Sunday, we open
at 9am

Diary Dates from Shipston Home Nursing
Moda Rosa Designer Sale
Thursday 10th November 5.30pm – 8.30pm
Friday 11th November 9am – 4pm

Join us for this annual sale of fabulous designer clothes, knitwear and
accessories at Darlingscott Farm, Darlingscott, Shipston on Stour CV36 4PN
(with special thanks to John and Maggie Sargent)

Designers include Armani, Temperley, Paul Smith DVF and more including
cashmere knitwear and accessories. £5 entry (suggested donation) with 10% of
sales going to Shipston Home Nursing

Christmas Gift Fair
Tuesday 15th November 5.30pm – 8.30pm
Wednesday 16th November 9.30am – 3pm
Ettington Community Centre, Rogers Lane, Ettington CV37 7SX

We were so happy to be back in Ettington in 2021 and can’t wait to see you
again this year.

LOCAL NEWS

mailto:hill42804@gmail.com
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Hill Top Security and Shelter  

During the Iron Age and Roman era there was a large hilltop fort on the conical hill 

above Swalcliffe, known as Madmarston Hill.   It has been extensively excavated and 

remains of human acCvity, including iron bars used as currency, iron implements and 

weapons (swords and spears) have been found there.    Pots made from local clay 

and idenCfied from the Iron Age have also been found there.  

Was Burdrop once a Hill Fort?  

Leslie Baily – an ex-scholar of Sibford School and local Sibford Historian, suggested 

that the primiCve hill-village of Burdrop, standing high above the surrounding 

countryside may have been an outpost for Madmarston’s full defences affording 

good visibility providing early warning against any tribal invaders or missionaries 

visiCng pagan Burdrop.    A ‘burh’ was described as a hill-top defended place and, 

with the asset of a stream at its foot, the hill village commanded views of the east-

west trackways reaching as far as Broadway Tower on the main Cotswold Ridge. A 

hilltop seNlement comprised huge earthwork circuits of banks and ditches.   

The ditches ran around the extensive high 

banks in a circular fashion and these acted 

as a maze to confuse aNacking enemies.    

Its circle of dwelling huts, known as 

roundhouses, provided sleeping 

accommodaCon and shelter from the 

elements.  Other outbuildings were used 

for cooking, food storage and animal 

shelter.   The seNlement was totally 

enclosed by a ring of stakes.  The whole 

stockade would have provided safety 

for its people from wild animals 

roaming the forests.  The culCvated 

land lay outside the perimeter of the 

seNlement in the valleys below.  Trade 

and ceremonies may have been shared 

with Madmarston and might even have 

reflected the same focus as the 

ceremonial funcCons celebrated at the 

nearby Rollright Stones found on the 

Jurassic Way West.        Maureen Hicks                                                        Cel=c Roundhouse at Sibford School, 

photograph by Colin Lamb

DID YOU KNOW?

21
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SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place your

regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of magazines,

specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and vegetables,

pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 7.00pm

Saturday 8am - 6.30pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES

AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP

http://www.khh.org.uk/santa
mailto:getinvolved@khh.org.uk
http://www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays
http://www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights
http://www.khh.org.uk/tractor


Evey Boughton
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

I know some of the scams are clever and many very persuasive, but really !!! -
if you receive messages from a man with an eastern european accent on a
social networking site, claiming to be an astronaut and professing his love for
you, please be a little cautious. His story centres around the claim that he is a
Russian astronaut on the International Space Station and that he needs
£30,000 for the return flight and landing fees. The victim sensed something
was amiss when he continued to request funds. I'll say no more.
( source D/Telegraph ).
The Government's £400 to all households to help with energy costs has also
been the target of scammers. Your supplier will make all the necessary
arrangements. There is no need to engage with anyone. Do not give your
personal / bank details to any caller.

Peter Hine Watch Co-ordinator - Gower and Burdrop. 788830.

Councillor co-option

Since the uncontested election in May we have had a few changes to the
council membership with the resignation of Rod Pullen and the co-option of
Andrew Meyler and Michael Gordon. We are very grateful to Andrew and
Michael for putting themselves forward and we are sure they will be great
assets to the Parish Council (PC).

Parking

We would appreciate it if parishioners could ask their visitors and/or
contractors not to use this area as a parking space. The PC has asked for
permission from the Sibford Manor Residents Company to put a sign up on the
building advising that the space is not for parking and will proceed with this if
permission is received.

The Parish Clerk can be contacted by e-mail: sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk or
telephone: 07419 126206

The PC has received some concerns about parking taking
place on the brick area next to Sibford Manor. Although
we understand why it may appear that this is a parking
space, it was put in place to allow a wider area for large
vehicles such as buses and lorries to get around the
corner so cars parking here stop the area being used for
its intended purpose.

Sibford Ferris Parish Council

mailto:sfpc@thesibfords.org.uk
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of

the vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower

room, plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining

room boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for

sorting out sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking

countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

lindalaneyolo@gmail.com.

mailto:colinlamb.cl@gmail.com
mailto:lindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Friendship Club are off to Cirencester Garden Centre on Nov 15 leaving

Sibford Village Hall car park at 9-45. Please call Eveline on 263460 if you'd

like to join us for £10-00

The Club are always looking for new members,so come along and have a day out

with us. Eveline Boughton



HGV DRIVERS AND HGV MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN WANTED 

We are a family run haulage company based in Shenington. William And 

Constance Barton first started the business in 1961 in Sibford Gower. We pride 

ourselves of provided the highest level of service to our customers. We operate 

a mixed fleet from vans up to arDcs.  

We are looking for drivers who hold a class 2 upwards. Must hold a valid CPC. 

We are also looking for a HGV maintenance technician to work within our 

onsite workshop. The job entails carrying out any repairs that are need to our 

fleet and carrying out maintenance inspecDons at regular intervals inline with 

the guidelines.  

For further informaDon, please contact Ronnie Barton on 01295 680204 or 

seabeatransport@bDnternet.com 
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WHAT WE'RE READING.....

WHAT WE'RE LISTENING TO........
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We haǀe had a ǀerǇ posiiǀe aŶd fuŶ-illed irst half-terŵ here at Siďford
Goǁer EŶdoǁed PriŵarǇ SĐhool. Ouƌ Yeaƌ ϱ & ϲ Oak Class ĐhildƌeŶ
ǀeŶtuƌed of to Shƌopshiƌe foƌ a fouƌ Ŷight ƌesideŶial at CoŶdoǀeƌ Hall.
TheǇ had a ƌeallǇ ǁoŶdeƌful iŵe, ĐhalleŶgiŶg theŵselǀes to tƌǇ thiŶgs
theǇ hadŶ͛t doŶe ďefoƌe aŶd leaƌŶiŶg Ŷeǁ thiŶgs aďout theŵselǀes.
Fƌoŵ kaǇakiŶg to laseƌ Ƌuest, ďuggǇ ďuildiŶg to high ƌopes, eǀeƌǇ daǇ had
soŵethiŶg Ŷeǁ aŶd the ĐhildƌeŶ ŵade the ŵost of it. The staf at 
CoŶdoǀeƌ ĐoŵŵeŶted ƌeallǇ posiiǀelǇ aďout hoǁ ƌespeĐful aŶd polite all
of the ĐhildƌeŶ ǁeƌe.

BaĐk at sĐhool, Willoǁ Đlass had a foĐus oŶ BlaĐk HistoƌǇ
ŵoŶth, iŶdiŶg out aďout all soƌts of thiŶgs aďout iŵpoƌtaŶt
people aŶd eǀeŶts iŶ the histoƌǇ of the AfƌiĐaŶ diaspoƌa. As
ǁell as ƌeseaƌĐhiŶg aŶd shaƌiŶg lots of faĐts, theǇ Đƌeated
soŵe loǀelǇ aƌt ǁoƌk too usiŶg a ƌaŶge of ŵedia iŶĐludiŶg
Đollage, pastel, paiŶt aŶd peŶ. A sŵall gƌoup of ouƌ oldest 
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁoƌked togetheƌ to Đƌeate a ͚pop-aƌt͛ jigsaǁ iŵage
of NelsoŶ MaŶdela, ĐƌeaiŶg pieĐes sepeƌatelǇ aŶd theŶ
puiŶg theŵ togetheƌ, to stƌikiŶg efeĐt.
To suppoƌt aŶd eŶƌiĐh theiƌ leaƌŶiŶg iŶ ‘.E, Willoǁ Class
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁalked doǁŶ to the ĐhuƌĐh iŶ Siďfoƌd Goǁeƌ, ǁheƌe
theǇ ǁeƌe ŵet ďǇ ‘eǀd. Neil Boǁleƌ, ǁho also happeŶs to ďe
oŶe of ouƌ goǀeƌŶoƌs. He talked ǁith theŵ aďout the Bishop
of Oǆfoƌd aŶd the speĐial Đhaiƌ he sits iŶ aŶd eǆplaiŶed all
soƌts of thiŶgs aďout the sigŶiiĐaŶĐe aŶd use of iteŵs
aƌouŶd the ĐhuƌĐh. The ĐhildƌeŶ ƌeallǇ eŶjoǇed iŶdiŶg out 
aďout soŵe of the detail, iŶĐludiŶg disĐoǀeƌiŶg that theƌe is
plug hole at the ďotoŵ of the foŶt!

OPEN MORNINGS FOR OUR SEPTEMBER ϮϬϮϯ RECEPTION YEAR
We are holdiŶg OpeŶ MorŶiŶgs for pareŶts of ĐhildreŶ ǁho ŵaǇ ďe ĐoŶsideriŶg applǇiŶg for a

ReĐepioŶ plaĐe here Ŷeǆt Septeŵďer. These are sĐheduled to take plaĐe oŶ SaturdaǇ ŵorŶiŶgs
froŵ 9:ϯϬ to ϭϭ:ϬϬ a.ŵ oŶ SaturdaǇ ϭ9th Noǀeŵďer aŶd SaturdaǇ Ϯϲth Noǀeŵďer. If Ǉou thiŶk ǁe
ŵight ďe the right it for Ǉour Đhild, please do Đoŵe aloŶg to ǀisit the Đlassrooŵ aŶd ŵeet staf.

NurserǇ proǀisioŶ for ĐhildreŶ aged 3+
If Ǉou haǀe a ŶurserǇ-aged Đhild aŶd are ĐoŶsideriŶg us as a seiŶg, Ǉou are ǀerǇ ǁelĐoŵe to
ĐoŶtaĐt the sĐhool to arraŶge a ǀisit aŶd a Đhat, or Đoŵe aloŶg to oŶe of the opeŶ ŵorŶiŶgs.

Your Đhild ĐaŶ joiŶ us at aŶǇ iŵe froŵ the terŵ ater theǇ are three aŶd all ϯ aŶd ϰ Ǉear olds are
eŶitled to ϭϱ fuŶded hours of earlǇ eduĐaioŶ per ǁeek.

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ŶurserǇ, please look oŶ our sĐhool ǁeďsite at
htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/ŶurserǇ-proǀisioŶ--adŵissioŶ.htŵl

͞Froŵ litle aĐorŶs… ŵighty oaks do groǁ͟

To iŶd out ŵore aďout our ǁoŶderful, ǁelĐoŵiŶg ǀillage sĐhool aŶd the thiŶgs that are
goiŶg oŶ iŶ eaĐh Đlass, please take soŵe iŵe to ǀisit our sĐhool ǁeďsite at

htp://ǁǁǁ.siďford-goǁer.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk/



are recruiting now 

Join a friendly family run company supplying 
grounds and soft landscaping services across 

the region 

We have part time, seasonal, full time, and 
apprenticeship roles available with good 

rates of pay 

Full training provided with good career 
progression  

Call:  01295 817628 or 
email: hr@4thcorner.co.uk 

Supplier of landscaping services to Banbury Town Council,  

Taylor Wimpey, Lioncourt Homes, Guinness, Orbit, 

Redrow, PA Housing and many more  

See our website for more information: 
www.4thcorner.co.uk 
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FUN CORNER

A man walks into a newsagent's and asks: 'Do you keep stationery here?' 'No.'
replies the assistant, 'sometimes I move about a bit'

"A gentle old lady I knew

Was dozing one day in a pew.

When the vicar yelled, 'Sin!'

She exclaimed, 'Count me in,

As soon as the service is through!"

(Sorry Vicar! - Ed)

http://www.sibfordvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:chair@sibfordvillagehall.org.uk


SIBFORD BUS SERVICE
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Oil and Watercolour 

classes
Learn the basics in a friendly 

informal class with easy to follow 

demonstrations 

OIL PAINTING - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 9.30 - 12.30 weekly)

  Shutford Village Hall

  (Saturday’s 9.30 - 12.30 monthly)

WATERCOLOUR - 

  Sibford Village Hall

  (Friday’s 1.30 - 3.30 - weekly)

""px*gvejgtBdvkpvgtpgv0eqo
""yyy0pkign*gvejgt0eq0wm
  07792 657 248

Bus 75 - Timetable from 25 July 2022

• Leave Sibford Ferris to Banbury: 06:56, 08:37, 11:09, 13:59, 17:31
(Sat only)

• Leave from Banbury for Sibford: 11:35 (Sat), 11:40 (Mon-Fri),
14:35, 17:40

• Leave Sibford Ferris to Stratford: 11:58 (Sat), 12:02 (Mon-Fri),
14:53, 17:58

• Leave from Stratford for Sibford: 06:02, 07:30 (Mon-Fri), 07:54
(Sat), 10:15, 13:15, 16:38 (Sat only)

No service on Sundays or Bank Holidays.

mailto:joanneconnor@rocketmail.com
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Services at Holy Trinity Church in November

Sunday 13th November

10.55am Remembrance Day service

Sunday 20th November

9.30am Holy Communion with hymns.

Sunday 27th November

9.30am Holy Communion with hymns.

Dates for your diary in December

Friday 9th December 7pm Concert by Gospel Bell

Sunday 11th December 5pm Christingle service
(Raising funds for the Children’s society)

Friday 16th December 7pm Traditional Carol Concert

Saturday 24th December 11.30pm Midnight Communion

Sunday 25th December 9.30am Christmas morning family communion

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER

mailto:juliette53@btinternet.com
http://www.lettercarve.com/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 8th; 22nd
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 1st; 15th; 29th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford Ferris:

Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR DEC/JAN ISSUE -
12 NOON - 18th NOVEMBER 2022

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Oonagh O'Neill Garnham
Folly Cottage, Main Street, Sibford Ferris. OX15 5RG

T: 01295 788160. Mob: 07717 723919
E: Advertsibfordscene@gmail.com

NOVEMBER
1st - Friendship Club meeting - Village Hall - 2pm

2nd - Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms - 11am

4th - Mens Brunch - Sun Inn - 1130am

5th - Bonfire and fireworks - Primary school - 6.30pm

9th - Hortii Society meeting - Village Hall - 7.30pm

12th - Fun wine tasting - Village Hall - 7pm

15th - SGPC meeting - Village Hall. 7.30pm

17th - Sibford Historical Society meeting - Village Hall - 7pm

19th-20th - Art Exhibition - Village Hall - 10am

22nd - SFPC meeting - Sibford School - 7pm

26th - Book Swap Cafe - Village Hall - 10am

29th - Sibford Photography Club meeting - Village Hall - 7.30pm

26th - Quiz night - Village Hall - 6pm



MISSING!
Our beloved cat who
travelled all the way from
Ukraine with us. We are
heartbroken. Please help
us to find her by checking
your sheds and
outbuildings. If you have
any information or see her,
please keep her in and call
07786 975038




