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Saturday 4th December
Church Christmas Bazaar 2.00pm at the Village Hall

Tuesday 7th December
Parish Plan Launch Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm

Saturdéy 11th December
Coffee Morning in aid of the Church, Silver Birches 10 - 12
Village Hall Film Night 6.00 pm:

Sunday 12th December Methodist Chapel Carol Service 11am
Friday 17th December Church Traditional Carol Service 7pm
Sunday 19th Christingle Service 4pm in the Church

Monday 27th December
Charity Football Match at Swalcliffe Park 1 1am




Nature Notes
Oct 24th My son saw skein after skein of gulls flying south this after-
noon. He thought they were flying as if they were on a long distance
migration. Not knowing much about the habits of gulls we looked at a
book which indicated that if they were on migration they were proba-
bly lesser black backed gulls.
Oct 28th What a year for apples. I have picked quite a lot mostly to
store for feeding to birds in the winter. 1 found that almost every cluster
of apples had ladybirds round the stalks which is not the safest place to
hibernate as they are sure to end up on the ground.
Oct 30th A fallow deer crossed the road just in front of our car this
morning. It was a good thing that | was going slowly because the daz-
zle from the low sun. It was about 100 yards west of Broomhill farm
which seems to be a favourite crossing point.
Nov 6th Two buzzards have been feeding on the cultivated fields to the
south and west of the Ferris for the last few days. They look bigger
hopping about on the bare fields than they do in the air. A few people
have remarked on their presence and tell me that they spend much of
their time grooming which suggests that they could be late hatched i
ones that are still getting rid of their down.
Nov 12th My neighbour went outside at 1 1pm recently and a cock
pheasant called from its roosting place and some more from both sides
of the valley joined in the conversation. I expect they were passing on a
warning that someone is about.

HOLMBY HOUSE | | THE VILLAGE SHOP
SIBFORD FERRIS HOOK NORTON
A stunning setting for *NATIONAL LOTTERY*

special celebrations

s j - G - Greengrocery - Bal
From Buffets to Gourmet Dinners et o v, o

Wines - Spirits - Confectionary

Formal dining for large groups Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
Garden parties Business meetings Video Rental - Bottled Gas
' Luxurious B & B Open Monday to Friday
Self-catering accommodation 7 am to 8 pm
Tel/Fax:01295 780104 © Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
www.holmbyhouse.com Sunday 8 am to 6 pm

Telephone: 01608 737245

. Sally. wass@btinternet.com
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Nov 13th Although it was not all that warm this morning the rooks
were making a lot of noise and some of them seemed to be working

on their nests.

Nov 14th Not having seen any goldfinches at our feeders for a long
time [ was pleased to see 9 or 10 round my daughters bird table to-
day.

Nov 19th Blackbirds have been taking a few of our holly berries for
some days but this morning there were some pigeons on them so they
will soon be gone. They never last until Christmas.

It is nice to be able to include a few

of the sketches drawn by Sheila

Walsh for the Sibford Scene. Not z
only did Sheila provide the cover |
illustrations for many years but the
occasional page of cartoons, so

watch out for children opening

Christmas presents, snowmen with
problems and the choir.
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BACK PAIN
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ACHES & PAINS?

I can help youl

Just visit your local clinic
between Sibford & Swalclitfe
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..

service and consultanoy in
YOur own home

Beaullful bespoke Curtains, Roman & Rofler

Advice on every kind of Fabric rom numerous
supphers

Stylish complimentary Cushions & [oose
Tovers

Contact: John McArthur
Back Pain Therapist
B.Se. & Dip (Chiropractic)

; Re-upholstery servica

-ustom made Bedspreads & Headboards
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Friendship Club

We had a lovely day at Gloucester Quay, I think a
Jot of Christmas shopping was done today. Talk-
ing of which, the Club Christmas Lunch is on De-
cember 7th at Brailes Golf Club PLEASE would
members who are going, be at Brailes at 12-15 for lunch 12-30.

Our Xmas tea is on December 21st in the Village Hall. more details later
on that.

Our first meeting of 2011 will be on January 4th (weather permitting).
The Committee would like to wish all Members, their families and our
non-member friends a Very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year,

Methodist Chapel
Nov 27th Coffee Morning 10- 12 noon %
Dec 12th Carol Service 11am

a=v el

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
0X15 5RG
Telephone 01295 788317 / 788343
YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to all the surrounding area.
Place your regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide
selection of magazines available, specialist titles available to order.

Chilled & Frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit
and vegetables, pet foods, household goods, toiletries & medical requisites and
lots, lots more.....

National Lottery, Photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning
We will also undertake your mailings for you, just ask.
Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock.

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery.

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 6.00am to 8.00pm
Sunday 6.00am to 6.00pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE, THERE ARE LOTS OF
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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‘A VIEW FROM THE HILL’

Mike Finch’s history of the Friends School at Sibford Ferris has now
been published. It records the history of the School from its founda-
tion in 1842 to the present time. It contains over a hundred archive
images as well as profiles of the many characters who have been con-
nected over the years. It also records its position in the Sibford vil-
lage community with detailed references to the Manor House at
Sibford Ferris , which was the original home of this famous Quaker
establishment. Mike 1s a former resident of Sibford Gower and is an
old scholar of the School.

The book is obtainable at the School by contacting Ali Bromhall, the
Community Development Officer. The cost it £10 per copy. Copies
can be posted at an additional cost of £2.50, Ali’s email address is
abromhall@sibfordschool.co.uk , or call in at the School directly.

Swalcliffe Christmas Market

Come along to this year Christmas Market in Swalcliffe Church on Saturday
4th December and grab that ideal Christmas present. Bringing the feel of the
German Christmas Market to Swalcliffe, North Oxfordshire. Why travel
1,000 of miles when everything you need is on your doorstep?

The Swalcliffe Christmas Market specialising in traditional products and
crafts. With local fayre to give a distinctive regional character to the day’s
events. A festive meeting place for everyone and a market for homemade
Christmas ornaments, decorations, festive food and drink. . Craft stalls . Lo-
.cal produce. Mulled Wine . Teas . Cakes . Raffle . Bottle tombola . Gifts .
Children’s craft corner . Currywurst

Proceeds split between the Village Hall, The Tower Appeal
and the Children's Society
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BE Sibford WI Meeting — Tuesday, 9 November 2010
" v Glenni_s Hardman, President, welcomed a good atiendance of
. e § B embers plus two guests, Joan Thomas and Kathy Yorke. A ‘Get
Well® card was signed by everyone to be sent to Gwen Whitehe-
ad, hospitalised following a fall. Glennis reported on the Group
Meeting which was held on 3™ November and beautifully hosted
by Hook Norton WI. After an excellent lunch, Lt Col Gerald Lesinski, Master of the
Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick gave a brilliant talk and slide show. Later he
judged the competition for A Photograph of a Mediaeval Building’ and awarded the
cup to Sibford WI for its entry of a view of the interior of the Great Barn, Swalcliffe.
When the President welcomed the speaker, Adrian Williams, we had high hopes that
his subject “Village Life in Malta” would be just as interesting as his previous talk
on ‘Monuments of London’.  Unfortunately, this time last minute technical difficul-
ties with the projector presented too many problems for him to give his talk, BUT all
was not lost! This meeting’s competition was “A Souvenir from Malta” and Adrian
kindly agreed to judge the entries and where possible give us comments on some of
them.
Contrary to expectations there were quite a number of entries including a silver
filigree brooch, two pieces of Mdina glass, a framed picture of two Maltese buses,
and a large old framed embroidered picture of flags, brought along by Kathy Yorke.
The first prize was awarded to Valerie Curry for her pretty Maltese filigree brooch.
The second prize went to Sue Nottingham for a delightful piece of Mdina which was
a typical example of Maltese glass (Malta has an abundance of the right sort of sand!)
Both Valerie and Sue gave brief descriptions of their Maltese holidays. Third prize
was won by Gaynor Harper-Tarr for the “bus picture’. Adrian said it was a true
depiction and evoked memories of travelling with his wife in Malta ,although, at first,
they had been somewhat disconcerted by the habit of the local Maltese inhabitants to
cross themselves as soon as the driver switched on the engine. Adrian was intrigued
by Kathy’s embroidered picture, which she purchased from a London antique shop,
and admitted he was “flummoxed” about its origin. He suggested that a little bit of
research might be worthwhile! However, he did not include it in the judging as he
felt that it was very much in a class of its own.
So, whilst we never did get to hear about “Village Life in Malta” everyone turned
what could have been a disaster into an interesting, sociable afternoon culminating
in very welcome tea and excellent cakes supplied by Norma Allen and Sue Notting-
ham.
December 14" will be our
Christmas Party. Members are
requested to bring a plate of fin-
ger food and a ‘wrapped gift. The
competition will be ‘Christmas
Past’. There will also be a table
-for.Card Exchange.
Margaret Gardiner
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Theresa Harper
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Launch of The Sibfords’ Parish Plan

Steered by local residents, a community led plan sets out a VISION of how your
community wants to develop and identifies the ACTION needed to achieve it.

Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower Parish Councils have confirmed
their support for the preparation of a Joint Parish Plan.

Come and join us for a lively and informative evening at

the Village Hall

on Tuesday 7% December at 7.30 pm
to share your views on how we can improve

‘The Sibfords’ for the future.
We hope to see you there! Refreshments will be available

Why do a Parish Plan?
«] A shared vision for the whole community which can identify and kick start new
projects in the village;
*2 A greater sense of community spirit, with an opportunity for everyone to con-
tribute;

3 Influence and inform others and give a local perspective on policy making;
»4 Highlight areas of concern and how best to address them.
The meeting will be attended by Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council who will
explain about Community-led plans and their benefits
If you require further information in advance of the Parish Plan Launch Event, contact:
Richard Hartree in Sibford Ferris - T:788215
Sue Mattinson in Sibford Gower - T:780471

Sports & Remedial Massage Micks Sticks
Aid sore, aching muscles and injuries Fire Lighting Wood
Natural Face Lift iy

£2.50 per big bag

Using the beautiful Japanese facial massage||call in anytime and ask|
Special introductory offer £25.00 for Mick Canning, at
Victoria Smith i The Old Malt House,
ITEC DIP SPORTS MASSAGE, VOTC, MICHT Sibford Ferris
01295 780610 Tel; 01295 780321
07974 231571 .




Award-winning author visits

Sibford School

Award-winning author, William Fiennes, passed on
some secrets of the trade when he joined students at

Sibford School for a writing workshop. William,
whose books include The Snow Geese and The Music Room, told pupils: “A
lot of writing comes out of real life experiences, but it’s the little unexpected
details that bring things alive in the reader’s eye.”
The son of Lord and Lady Saye and Sele of nearby Broughton Castle, Wil-
liam was also at Sibford to undertake the official re-opening of the recently

refurbished school library.

“A school library is like a treasure trove,” he said. “It’s a great resource ...
Y A g

there are things in here that could
really change your life.”

He also revealed that the library,
which was refurbished thanks to
support from Sibford old scholars
and the school’s parent associa-
tion, was the first thing he had
ever opened.

“My father has been called upon
to open numerous things,” he said.
“But this is the very first time [’ve
been asked to open something so it
really is something to celebrate.”

Pupils go Hedda over heels

for drama production
Sibford School pupils will be going
Hedda over heels later this month
for their latest drama production, an
adaptation of Hedda Gabler by Lucy
Kirkwood, the writer of the E4 teen-
age drama Skins

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower)
offers comfortable accomodation with
en suite bathroom overlooking a tranquil
English country garden.

Contact Diana Thompson
(01295) 788818
or janthompsonS0@hotmail.com
www.buttsladehouse.co.uk




In Hedda, Kirkwood relocates Ibsen's nineteenth-century heroine to pres-
ent-day London, with startling effect.
Still mourning for the father she adored, Hedda, played by Evie Lovell,
returns from honeymoon with a husband she doesn't love, to a flat and a
pregnancy she doesn't want. Trapped by her past and terrified of her fu-
ture, bored by her life but too cowardly to walk away from it, she finds
herself caught between three men. And in the end, something has to give.
Sibford School drama teacher, Maria Jackson, said: “It is always inspiring
to work with young people as they develop their creative instincts. This is
a work that requires a tremendous level of skill and subtlety from the cast,
and the students have worked hard to achieve this.”
Hedda takes place at Sibford School from 7 — 9 December. Tickets cost
£7.50 and are available from the school on 01295 781200.

Diary Dates
Friday 3 December: Christmas Fayre at Sibford School from 2.30pm.
Monday 6 December: Life Drawing Classes at Sibford School. 6.30pm —
8.30pm. £8.50/students £6.
Tuesday 7 — Thursday 9 December: Sibford School presents Henrik Ibs-
en's enduring drama, Hedda. Tickets £7.50 from 01295 781200 or
www.skiddle.com/tickets
Wednesday 15 December: Community Reading Group at Sibford School.
6.30 ~ 7.30pm. Started Early Took the Dog by Kate Atkinson. £3 in-
cludes refreshments.
Thursday 16 December: Sibford School Christmas Concert 6.30pm at
Holy Trinity Church, Sibford Gower followed by refreshments in the vil-
lage hall. All welcome. .
Monday 31 January: Sibford School Open Morning.

C.A. Berger T
painting & decorating %’a LOGS

Seasoned Hardwood Logs
Basil Page 01295 780215

Mobile: 17875 212 315 Fencing Jobs Big or Small

Office Tel: 01293 780 140




Village Hall News
CHRISTMAS FILM NIGHT will be on Saturday, December 11th at 6pm,
with a film to entertain the whole family. Entry £1 each. Soft drinks and hot
drinks will be on sale.
THE FAMILY QUIZ will be held on March 5th 2011, Saturday. This will
start early evening to suit families with younger children. There will be
questions to suit the little ones ,and indeed all ages. A supper will be on of-
fer, and the bar available.
EASTER EGG HUNT , will be held on Good Friday, April 22nd. More
news in the new Year.
VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY GAME. Many thanks to all the 152 people
who took part in this years game, which finished at the end of October -
sorry to those who did not win a prize and congratulations to all who did.
This raised £921 for the Hall, with the same ammount paid out in monthly
prizes. The management committee will be putting this to good use towards
updating the Hall and helping towards the maintenance. We would like to
run another Lottery Game starting in February 2011 - only £12 for the
whole year payable in one sum in advance. Please contact Muriel on
780025.
The October winners - 1st K.Hicks (£43) 2nd H.McGee (£21) and 3rd T.Fox
(£12)

« All Makes Vehicle Servicing
+ Competitive Prices

« Factory trained mechanics
« MOT » Parts » Bodyshop * Fuel
» Large site with easy parking
Extensive range of new and used vehicles

R A

Family Business established 1960
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CLEANER REQUIRED
AT THE VILLAGE HALL
Starting January 2011.
Approximately 5 hours per week '
at £8 per hour. Please contact
Muriel Chandler on 780025
for details

@‘ = \'.!Il

John Loggins Charity

The trustees of the Charity will soon be meeting and the an-
nual distribution of funds will be considered. As in previous years,
those people, older or younger, who feel themselves in need of the
financial assistance offered, please write to The Trustees, ¢/o The
Rectory. Sibford Gower by Deceniber 12th. All applications will be
considered in complete confidence by the trustees and distribution
will be carried out in time for Christmas.

Timothy Wimbush. (Rector)
Hook Norton Post Office & General Stores

. Opening Hours
Mon'to Fri 8:30:am to 5:30 pm

Sat 8:30 am to 1:00-pm

1 Heath Court, Quee:n Street, Hoofk Norton, OX15 SEG_ Tel: 01608737382 -

s Christmas Wreaths
b § Once again our excellent Christmas wreaths will be available
@t well in time for Christmas, order now to avoid disappointment
;%Bq Christmas Hampers
w For that special Christmas present we can make traditicnal
hampers to order, come in and tell us what you want.

Turkey or Joints for Christmas
Order your Christmas Turkey or joint and get it delivered Qh ,
fresh to your door, order forms available in the shop.

Christmas Essentials
Christmas Gifts, Toys, Cards and Gift Wrap
Mince Pies, Cakes and all those other essentials

11




Sibford Hortic

1+ 1 3
ultural Society

. Our last meeting was very well attended, lots of

visitors came. It is always a pleasure to have Tim-
othy Walker to come and speak but sadly when his computer was set up
the colour had a problem. After trying hard with help from some members
of the audience he gave his talk which was very much enjoyed and slides

where we had to imagine the colours

of the flowers but we all still enjoyed

his sense of humour and hope next year all will be well with the computer.

Since we have no meetings in December or January here are the classes for
handicrafts and photography for the show next August.

1 An item of pottery.

2. An apron.

3. A hand knitted scarf

4, An item of cross stitch
5. A piece of jewellery

6. A greetings card

7. A handicraft exhibit

8. A handicraft exhibit for 14 year
olds and under

9. The spirit was willing
10. Photograph - tree/trees

14. Photograph - bird/birds

15. Photographic portrait

16. Photograph taken within the
parishes of Sibford and Epwell
17. Photograph - seascape scene
18. Photograph - architecture

19. Four related views

20. A black and white Photograph
21. An enlargement - any subject
22. An amateur painting or draw-

ing

11. Photograph - flower/flowers —
12. Photograph - winter scene |
13. Photograph -
animal/animals

you - Learn in the comfort of your cwn home

One-to-one intensive fearning - no need for group lessons

Advige, purchase &installation too!




CHRISTMAS CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH

All Welcome!

Fancy walking off that Christmas & Boxing Day excess? Want a little

fresh air to get your appetite for Sunday lunch? Like to support local

charity? Want to watch a bunch of amateur footballers make a com-
plete hash of it trying to play in the snow & frost?

If the answers to at least the first three above are "yes" or "maybe",
then disregard number four (and treat it as a bonus) and turn out to
watch your two local footballing
giants battle it out for Seasonal Supremacy! Again!

SIBFORD GENTLEMEN F.C.
Vs
SWALCLIFFE COTTAGERS F.C.

Swalcliffe Park School Ground, 27th December 2010 11.00am k.o.

Previous years' games have been great fun & very entertaining (see
previous years’ reports on www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk) - let's hope
this year will be similar

Team subs, comedy referee fines & kind donations from the specta-
tors (with only minor tin-rattling) will be donated to local charities
(Katharine House, Frank Wise & Swalcliffe Park Schools). Last year's
total was over £300 & we'd like to get even more this year... it's up to

you & your generosity so thank-you in advance!

Afterwards why not join your heroic players (& perhaps nab an auto-
graph or two, or even buy them a pint?) for Chilli & other light refresh-
‘ ments with e
Helena & Cheal & Family at the Stag's Head, Swalcliffe




Primary School News
The Year 5/6 Residential to Stackpole Novem-
ber 2010

, By Matthew Graham and Abbie Luke

& Onthe Ist of November, Years 5 and 6 pupils
= went on a residential trip to Stackpole (a Na-
tional Trust Centre) in Pembrokeshire, Wales.
This beautiful area has many great beaches including Barafundle
beach which is claimed to have appeared in an old 'Bounty’ advert!
Further down the coast is Broad Haven beach with its special fea-
ture 'Church Rock’ where limestone cliffs have been eroded to form
a stack.
Here the children took part in many outdoor and adventurous activ-
ities including; canoeing, rock climbing and mountain biking to name
a few. Although it was a very damp week, all children thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and most said that their favourite activity was
canoeing because they enjoyed capsizing and getting even wetter!
As well as challenging themselves physically, they also learnt many
facts about coastal geography and how to be eco friendly. Each
night we had jobs that were fun and cool such as cleaning, recycling
and collecting the compost out of leftovers and food waste. To fin-
ish our awesome week we did a very eco friendly litter pick where
ne found objects like old fireworks and very small and chokable
sieces of plastic.
Matthew graham said that "S*ackpole was awesome. All the activi-
ties were great and I think I will remember this for the rest of my
ifel” _
-very one had fun at Stackpole but at the end of a tiring week
"hey were glad to be back in their own bed!




School Bonfire Night Another Success

By Finlay Smith, Angel Kaye and Callum Willcocks
Last Saturday hundreds of people turned up to enjoy the School
bonfire night. After a few days of heavy rain we were lucky to
have a clear, dry night where we could see the spectacular fire-
works light up the sky.
As well as the fireworks, the PTA had put on some lovely food in-
cluding hotdogs and bacon sandwiches, which nearly sold out!
Although we don't know the final amount raised, we are sure this
bonfire night was a huge success and raised lots of money for the
school. Thank you to dll of you who came.

Visit to Mary Ardens Farm
; By Hettie Baud and Hannah Kisley
On the 18" of October, Maple class were transported back in time
fo the Tudor period through a fantastic trip to Mary Ardens farm
in Stratford.
At the start of the day, each child was given a Tudor costume,
which was very different to the clothes they were used to. This
caused much laughter when the boys and girls caught sight of each
other in their costumes. As the Tudor's didn't have belts, their
Trousers were held up by laces tied to the inside of their Jackets
which Matthew Clacy, a year 4 pupil, found very comfortable.
The children were then split into groups and sent off with a Tudor
guide to do activities around the farm. These included, threshing
corn, baking bread, harvesting crops and making a tapestry. After
a Tudor style lunch the children enjoyed a treasure hunt around
the farm before ending the day Tudor dancing which was Emma
Clacy's favourite part of the day.



New Raised Beds are First Step to 'Growing Our Own'
in Key Stage 2!

By Lukas Baud, Luke Fallon and Matthew Clacy

Last week Maple class made a start building some raised
beds in an area of unused grass next to the orchard. Our
plans are to build three beds where children from Key
Stage Two can grow a variety of vegetables and herbs as
part of our Eco Schools Project.

Grass has now been cleared ready for the wooden frames
to be put in. In the beds we are hoping to grow lettuce,
potatoes, spring onions and other seasonal vegetables
throughout the year.

We would welcome any spare seeds that you might have, to
make a start on our project. If you have any please place
them in an envelope, with the seed type labelled on the front,
and pass it to the school office. We would also like to hear
from anyone who might be able to provide us with any top soil
or manure for when the frames have been constructed.

Don't forget to come to our
Carol Service
Wednesday December 15th
7.00pm in the Church
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Welcome you to enjoy the atmosphere i OX155RX
of our Iﬁth century thatched Inn. L
i Tel: 01295 788808 / 07
eBar and a la carte menus Snete s : i Take a look at our new
available lunch & dinner. ' N T T 1 websie
eExcellent Sunday lunch- Fwww o wykhamarms.co.uk
to suit the weather! o
eNew food and wine fakeaway email,
menu. info@wykhamarms.co.uk
o Wednesday steak and wine T F
night £15.00 VAN I A KA Opening Times
sSelection of fine wines and real VY BRIV 12.00am-3.00pm
cask ales. ATAAC 6.00pm-11.30pm
eHappy hour and a half every :
‘Wednesday evening! Bar only Sunday Night
«Gift vouchers available. Closed all day Monday

(Except bank holidays)




“The In a year when we have had a General Election and the for-
mation of a Coalition Government it was fascinating to learn
(gigf ords about the origins of our English Parliament from the 13th
Galely century during the reign of Henry 1II. Tim Porter, a medieval
historian told us that in an English Government document
written in 1236 the first reference to parliament was recorded. At a time when
the English, French and Scottish Kings were related to each other and their
manner was to regard talking as better than fighting - a forum to talk (parle)
was formed when the Rishops and Barons were invited to discuss the impor-
tant issues of the day with the Kings Councillors to give the benefit of both
their spiritual and regional knowledge. Henry III's rule was regulated by the
Magna Carta and during his reign Simon de Monfort led the reforming Bish-
ops and Barons forming the first Opposition Party. In 1258 the first record of
Parliamentary expenses were paid to the Knights and Burghers who were
summoned to the irregularly convened meetings of Parliament. Many media-
tors and fixers were required to prevent the breakdown of Parliament curing
its infancy. Later medieval parliaments developed and created new precedents.
By 1376 the Commoners had become more powerful and appointed the first
Speaker of the Commons. By 1388 Parliament had become the highest Court
of Law in the land. Henry IIT became known as the father of the British Parlia-
ment.
Work continues on the Domesday project with data input and analysis and the
website www.thesibfords.co.uk has generated several enquiries about the
Sibfords and its history.
We look forward to our Annual Social gathering on 27 January - as this is
our next meeting we would like to wish you all a happy time during the
festive season.

Qil paintings produced every working day
for sale online at.
www.cotswoldsketchbook.co.uk

visit the ARCHIVE pages to see what's
sold and what's still availabie
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For some people it defines Christmas - often described as
“the most famous oratorio ever written” about “the greatest
story ever told” — the
“MESSIAH” by George Frideric Handel.
Tradition suggests it was written in 24 days (!) at Gopsall Hall,
barely 50 miles north of Sibford

If you know and love this glorious music, or even if you are a
stranger to it, then do come and hear us - the Warriner Choral
Seciety - on Saturday 11t December at St Mary’s, Bloxham,

about 10 minutes drive away!

The evening starts at 7.30, and there , RET K I

; - y HEALING FOR HUMANS
will be interval refreshments. Tickets AND ANIMALS
are £10 (£8c) available from One Man B e
Band Banbury, Bloxham Post OfﬁCC, MASTER PRACTITIONER
Jenny on 01295 721224, or on the
door. 01295 780 655

Serenity at Sibford

Gautherns Barn, Sibford Gower, OX15 5RY
01295 788463

*Guinot Facials * Massage “OPl Manicures & Pedicures * Waxing &
Electrolysis * Thread Vein Removal

* Skin Tag Removal * Milia/Age Spots/Sebaceous Cysts treatments
* Reiki * Eyelash Tinting

* Sports & Remedial Massage * Pilates Studio * Monthly Botox &
Skin Regeneration clinic

* Pamper Packages & Pamper Days

Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9.30-5, Tuesday and Thursday
are exclusive pamper days,

Saturday 9.30-2 (later appeintments are available \n;ith prior notice)

www.serenityatsibford.com
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Reporti of the Sibford Gower Parish Council Meeting . Thursday, 11* November 20106
Joint Parish Plan: Mrs Sue Mattinson brought the Meeting up to date with the progress that she
and Richard Hartree have made with the Joint Parish Plan. Letters have gone out to all the
organisations in this Parish and Sibford Ferris and a Launch Event, organised with Oxfordshire
Rural Communities Council, is to take place in the Village Hall on 7" December 2010 starting at
7.30pm. Chairman’s Report: [t was agreed to participate in the Rural Run-a-bout Bus scheme
(a travelling bus that provides free information and advice on grants, services etc in your village
on set days), and in the 2-week [oan to the village of a thermal camera to monitor heat loss on
properties that wish it. The controversial new planning regime imposed by Cherwell Planning
was discussed: neighbours will no longer be informed of planning applications, and publicity will
be confined to one notice publicly placed by the applicant on the property. The parish council will
continue to be informed of planning applications, but this will increasingly be on line and without
paper plans; the clerk will be expected to respond with on line comments. It was agreed that this
was a serious diminution of public participation in the planning process; the parish council will
do its best to give appropriate publicity in the village to applications, by public notices and by
informing individual neighbours, and will seek to monitor the unrolling of the new scheme. The
PC was warned that a Revised Core Strategy Plan for the Cherwell area would appear in the New
Year, and that it would probably take no notice of the previous response of the two Sibford PCs
as a result of the joint Sibfords public planning meeting. It might be necessary to renew our
comments then. Clerk's Report: There is still a problem with cars parked at the junction in
Burdrop and complaints have been received from residents. The Clerk was instructed to advise
Thames Valley Police of the registration numbers so that they may speak with the car owners
informing them that their cars are illegally parked. Rural Exception Sites: The Quarterly Parish
Council Progress Report had been received from Oxfordshire Rural Community Council with

No need to call in four
different contractors ...Call mel

For your building, DIY and home improvement needs
KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING « HEATING INSTALLATION
CARPENTRY o PLUMBING « ELECTRICS = SECURITY ... and more

DIY? Don't do it yoﬁrse!f ...Call me!

"For a comprehensive and reliable local service,

FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATES

Trading in the Sibfords since 1992 - Excellent local references available
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regard to the search for suitable sites for Affordable Housing. Cherwell District Council had
indicated a preference for three sites: Hook Norton Road (in the Parish of Sibford Ferris)
and Hawkes Lane and High Meacow (in the Parish of Sibford Gower). Planning Matters:
Since the previous Meeting only three planning applications had been received for consid-
eration and three planning decisions received, Highway Matters: Cllr Gilian Soden
referred to the poor condition of sections of the road surface leading from Hawkes Lane to
the Doctors® Surgery. Clir Oswyn Murray said that a similar situation exists in Temple Mill
Road. The Clerk was instructed to take matters forward with Oxfordshire Highways. Burial
Ground: The matter of the stone wall which divides the very old churchyard and the new
burial ground was discussed. The church had requested that the wall be taken down and the
stone used to repair a wall at the other side of the very old churchyard. Churchyard: No
matters were raised but the opportunity was taken to thank Mr Cedric Brown (present at the
Meeting) for maintaining it to a very satisfactory standard.. Concessionary Bus Passes:
Notification had been received that a new single scheme will replace the existing five
different schemes operated by each of the City and District Councils. In preparation for this,
the County Council is now consulting on the details of the scheme. These details will be
displayed on the Parish Council’s and Village Hall’s notice boards and be published in the
next issue of the Sibford Scene. The consultation closes on 141 December 2010, Public
Participation: A mermber of the Public, present at the Meeting, referred to the dropping
water level in the Village Pond and the matter will

be investigated. The Next Meeting will be on ‘
Thursday, 13" January 2011. Bed & Break_faSt
AGDON FARM

Nr Brailes

General servicing Comfortable rooms
Repairs || jn old stone farmhouse

Cleaning & maintenance

| All makes and types of bike Tel: Maggie C ripps
/ Reasonable rates, speedy service 01608 685226

BIKE REPAIRS & SERVICING

For all your bike repair needs, call: 01295 780355 -

The English Furniture :
Workshop BUILDING PLANS

Beautiful Hand Painted BUILDING REGS- SUBM'SS'ONS 1

Antique Furniture Extensions » Loft conversions
' ; . Listed Buildings work = New build
Amanda Ransom, Sibford Gower =

Tel: 01295 780799  M: 07932 613663 D.R:BOVILL, BA.
" i DESIGN AND PLANNING CONSULTANT
www.englishfurniture .

Private and Trade enquiries welcome
01295 788922  davidbovill@btinternet.com

workshop.co.uk
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are a new resident of Sibford and have not yet received a copy
of the “Welcome to Sibford” booklet, please telephone Ivor Hopkyns
on 788367 (Gower or Burdrop) or Ann Bishop on 788188 (Ferris),
and a copy will be delivered to you. The information will help to
make you feel at home - by acquainting you with the services,
schools, clubs and societies that are currently active in the villages.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Please remember, especially during the coming Festive Season, to be
very aware of and guard against distraction callers and approaches by
con-men. Never give out personal and bank details in response to tel-
ephone calls and internet messages.

Miss 'T" Catering.
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings, Birthday parties,
Funerals
And private dinner parties.

Alan Berks
SPECIALIST INSTALLER
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Natural and handmade
floor and wall tiles

Solid wood flooring

01295 780652

07816 592 124
Alan.berks@btopenworld.com

The Spinney

Sibford Gower, Banbury, Oxon, OX15

Also available
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Mob: 07841 910037

QUALITY FISH DIRECT]
Home: 01295 788924 %

FROM
FER"“S“A’ Proprietor: T.P.Martin
Oxon Computers Wiasar Tel: 07812 361853
Qualified PC Engineer GRIMSBY MARKET

Danny, Company Owner Best fresh fish and shell fish to your
A :

PC repair, maintenance & configura- area direct from Grimsby on the

tion Lincolnshire coast

Tel: 01295 788766 Mobile: 07767 025752 I'll be at Sibford Village Hall car park
_Fa)£:01295 788766 EVERY MONDAY from
Email: Admin@oxoncomputers.co.uk approximately 4pm till 5.30pm
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Beautiful Cards of the

Stained Glass Windows of Swalcliffe Church
Pack of 8 Blank Cards — ONLY £4
Perfect for:

Thank you notes — Stocking Fillers —
Birthday/Anniversary cards Presents for friends
and Family — Xmas cards.

All proceeds to Swalcliffe Clock Tower Appeal
On sale at:
Wratts Farm Shop
Sibford Shop and Post Office

POND MATTERS..! Pilates
Large Koi Carp need deep Relax, Re-condition and
water in order to survive cold 2T Re'?nfrgl?? c
weather. Therefore, 'Moby' SIS RN SIERTRDe g

Individual Sessions
the large Ghost Carp recently by appointment with

residing in the village pond || padeleine Wilson B.SC., M.SC

has been moved to winter Master Mat &
quarters (with the help of Studio Instructor
postman lan's large net) Personal Trainer

07905 953 300 or
01295 780 279
email

where hopefully he will stand
a better chance of survival.

JW s
mwl @lhinuxwaves.com
FRANCIS MORDAUNT mMcrup MAFHP Richard WaHington
Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals Buﬂ d er

Member of the British Association of Foot Heallh Professionals _ = ) o E
4 / Block Paver Drives a Speciality

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL Also Extensions, Patios
To enquire about a home visit please Fencing etc

telephone: 01295 730615 High Quality Work, Free Estimates
01295 780705 07743 932543

(Sibford Gower) (Mobile

Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH NEWS

Phil Edmunds has got along splendidly with the work to damp-proof the
church, rather better than our efforts to collect the money to pay for it. We
hope that we shall soon reach the required sum. This work had to be done
or serious continuing damage to the church would have ensued. The loans
made to ensure that we have the cash available when needed will have to
be repaid so we hope that anyone who has not yet contributed and may
wish to do so might send a contribution to our Treasurer, Peter Abbott,
Bramley Close, Bonds End Lane.

The Remembrance Service was held on Sunday November 14%, starting
around the War Memorial as is our custom. The Last Post and Reveille
were played by trumpeter Michael Butt. Rev Canon Christopher Hall took
the service and that following in the Church. The lesson was read by Bruce
Petter, former Army officer and the intercessions led by Richard Thomas,
former RAF pilot.

GODSWELL NATURAL
THERAPY CENTRE

Sarah Walker %% Godswell Lodge, Church 8 ot

Vivienne Nott é; Banbury, Oxon OXI5 4ES

Bhkk i

Jfresh flowers, fresh ideas Acupuncture, Alexsnder Technique,
Gorgeous bouquets & arrangenents Aromatherapy, Art Therapy,
Wedding bouquets, churches, Chiropody, Chiropractic,
, Counselling & Psychotherapy,
marquees and receptions Cenie-siEr Histagy; B ity
? umn:u ¥
Flowers for supper parties, NLP, Nutrition, Physictberapy,
house parties and celebrations Reflexclogy, Remedial Massage,
Funerals and memorials . Reiki, Spiritual Healing,
; Shistsu, Yoga.
Contact : onim

ISarah (01295 788595 Viv:0[608 652819 Fully qualified professional therapists
For information Ring 01295 720347

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM, SWAL-
CLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
surroundings in our comfortable
18th C Farmhouse
CONTACT BARBARA TAYLOR

Contributions for the
February
Sibford Scene
to the Shop or Editor by

January 18th




A meeting of the Parochial Church Council was held on Thursday 17
November, the main item under consideration being the acute financial
sitnation. A special joint PCC and Finance Committee meeting will be
held early in the New Year to consider the matter at which the guidance of
the Director of Oxford Christian Giving and Funding is hoped to be present
The Annual Confirmation Service is to be held at Broughton on 28t
November at 10.00 am and this will again be conducted by the Bishop of
Dorchester.
The Annual Carol Service will be held in the Church on Friday 17t
December at 7.00 pm. This will be followed by Mince Pies and Mulled
Wine. Other Christmas services are shown elsewhere in this publication.
The Church Christmas Bazaar will be held in the Village Hall at 2.00 pm.
on Saturday 4" December. This is a major fund raising event for the
Church and it is hoped that it will be well supported. There will be much
on offer relevant to Christmas. Piease note that this will start a half hour
earlier than last year.
Brian and Eleanor Joynes will hold a Christmas Coffee Morning in aid of
Church Funds on Saturday 11" December from 10.00 am to 12 noon at
Silver Birches, Backside Lane, Sibford Gower.
Placed in the church, the “Polly Box”
for the receipt of contributions of food
= for Polly’s wonderful work in the
Websites designed (From £195) daily feeding of Banbury’s homeless
Web Hosting packages is not yet receiving much attention. It
Domain Names purchased : :
is hoped that shoppers will remember
Polly when they-do their regular shop- .
ping and not just at Christmas and buy
just a little bit extra for the box. We
deliver to Polly every Sunday.
The next Joint Benefice PCC meet-
ing will be held on Thursday 20™
) i January 2011 at 7.30 pm, in Swal-
Planct Web Studio alifts Vglage Hall. .
Evolvmg your inter n{)r presence The PCC members wish all in the
village a Very Happy Christmas and
a Peaceful New Year. '

We can help you with
all your requirements

www planetwebstudlo com’_'
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Church Services

Society of Friends Sunday at 10.30 am
Methodist Sunday at 11.00 am
Roman Catholic Mass Wroxton Sunday at 9.00 am

Brailes Sunday at 11.30 am
Baptist Hook Norton Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower, as below.
December 5" Benefice Eucharist Tadmarton 10.00 am
Sunday 12 Carol Service at the Methodist Chapel 11.00 am
Wednesday 15% Primary School Carol Service 7.00 pm
Thursday 16" Friends School Carol Service 6.30 pm
Friday 17t Parish Traditional Carol Service 7.00 pm
Sunday 19 Christingle 4.30 pm
Friday 24" Christmas Eve 11.30 pm services at Swalcliffe and Broughton
Saturday 25% December Christmas Day Holy Communion 10.00 am
January 2™ 10.00 am benefice Eucharist in Sibford
9th .00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Family Service Lay lead
16" 9.30 am Holy Communion

34 9.30 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
30% 9.30 am Combined Matins & Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer)
February 6" 10.00 am Benefice Eucharist at Epwell
13™ 10.00 am Family Service.

RED HORSE VALE LTD

All Types of Fuel, Coal, Smokeless, Gas,
Logs, Kindling, Barbecue Needs
Central Heating Oil, Oil Tanks & Coal Bunkers
[Landscape & Building Materials, Garden Centre &
Garden Supplies, Farm & Country Sundries
Equestrian Products, Horse & Pet Feeds
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - Spm
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422),
Oxhill, Warwickshire CV35 ORP
Tel: 01926642832
Fax:; 01926 642 853




Sibford Bus Services

Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disabled people and escort to
Banbury (max fare £1.60) Door-to-Door service. Book at least one day in
advance. Operates on Wednesdays & Thursdays. Phone 263777 for details.
BCTA also takes bookings for groups of 8 or more on a weekly/monthly
basis (Wednesdays & Thursdays) to and from Banbury. Tel; 263777

Stagecoach — Timetable commencing 315 May 2009
Mondays to Saturdays (No services on Sundays or Public Holidays)

Bus 50A. From Banbury towards Stratford-upon-Avon

Banbury, Bus Station 0830 10.55 1245 14.26 1605 17.10 18.10
Sibford Ferris, Cross Roads  08.52 11.17 13.07 14.48 1627 17.32 1832
Sibford Gower, School 0855 11.20 13.10 14.51 1630 1735 1835
Shipston, 09.15 1140 1335 15.11 1650 17.55 1855

Stratford on Avon, Wood St. 09.40  12.09 14.04 1540 17.19 1824 1924

Bus 50A. From Stratford-upon-Avon towards Banbury

NS
Stratford on Avon, Wood St 06.20 07.10 09.05 11.10 13.10 15.10 16.24
Sibford Gower, Schoal 07.04 07.55 0956 11.56 13.56 15/56 17.14
Sibford Ferris, Cross Roads 07.07 07.58 09.59 11.59 13.59 15.59 17.17
Banbury, Bus Station 0728 0825 1021 1221 1421 1621 1739

NS = Not Saturdays

All buses will operate low floor wheelchair accessible vehicles.
For complete details of all the stops that are served by service S0A, timetables are
obtainable from bus drivers and Sibford Stores & Post Office,

Fares:-

Sibford Ferris & Sibford Gower to Banbury: Single £2.30 (Child£1.15)
Return £4.40 (Child £2.20)

Sibford Ferris & Sibford Gower to Stratford: Single £4.00 (Child £2.65)
Return £6.00 (Child £4.00)

Seven days unlimited travel £20.00

Twenty eight days unlimited travel £76.00




Calendar of Events

December

Fri 3rd Sibford School Christmas Fayre 2.30pm p9

Sat 4th Chutch Christmas Bazaar, Village Hall 2 - 4 pm p20
Sat 4th Swalcliffe Christmas Market 2.00 pm pS

Tue 7th - Thu 9th “Hedda” at Sibford School p9

Tue  7th Friendship Club Christmas Lunch p4

Tue 7th Parish Plan Launch. Village Hall 7.30pm p7

Wed  8th Mobile Library in the Sibfords (2.40 - 4.10pm)

Sat 11th Church Coffee Mormning, 10 - 12 Silver Birches, Backside Lane. p13
Sat 11th Village Hall Film Night 6pm p12

Sat 11th Warriner Choral Society the Messiah p15

Sun 12th Methodist Chapel Carol Service 11 am p4

Tue 14th WI Christmas Party p6

Wed  15th Primary School Carol Service in the Church 7pm
Wed  15th Community Reading Group at Sibford School p9
Thu 16th Sibford School Christmas Concert in the Church 6.30pm p9
Fri 17th Traditional Church Carol Service 7pm

Sun 19th Christingle Service 4.30pm

Tue  21st Friendship Club Christmas Tea p4

Wed  22nd Mobile Library in the Sibfords (2.40 - 4.10pm)
Mon  27th Charity Football 11am Swalcliffe Park School

January

Tue  4th Friendship Club Meeting p4

Thu 13th Sibford Gower Parish Council Meeting pl6

Tue 18th Deadline for contributions to the February Scene p20
Thu  27th Sibfords Society Social pl4

Mon  31st Sibford School Open Morning p9

Cover picture. A Sibford Hockey team; left to right Miss Thame, Irene Dell, Dick
Lamb, Salmon Pettipher, Joseph B Lamb, Henry S Lamb, Jack Lamb, Wilfred Ni-
cholls. Second row; Miss Godfrey, Miss Hutchinson, Freda Lamb, Hilda Dell, Jes-
sie Lamb. Sitting; Lucy Ann Lamb, Bernard Lamb, Alberta T arplett, Edna Lamb.
Sibford Scene
Editor; Adrian Lamb. Grounds Farm, Sibford Ferris. 780380
e-mail adrian.lamb@care4free.net
Treasurer; Timothy Wimbush, The Rectory, Acre Ditch, S.Gower 780555
Advenising;ﬂ Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse, Sibford Gower, Ban-
bury, Oxon. OX15 5RT. Tel 788367 '
e-mail sallyandivorhopkyns@hotmail.com



