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Sibford Village Hall present :
An Evening with Mervyn Stutter

Saturday 31st January

Doors open 7.30 pm, performance at 8 pm
The star of the Radio 4 comedy Getting Nowhere Fast comes armed
with his gujtar, fast wit and silly humour for an evening of fun, songs
and banter. (suitable for Adults 16+)

Sibford Village Hall Film Night
' “Mama Mia” rc
Saturday 28th February

Doors open at 5.30pm Film Starts at 6.00pm




Nature Notes
Dec 9th. I came across the feathers and bedk of a song thrush-on our
lawn. It was probably taken'by a sparrowhawk
Dec 12th. Went to Culworth to help my son sweep his chimney. We
had a job to push the rods through a jackdaws' nest which had
enough sheeps wool lining to stuff a cushion. Perhaps he should
have put it in a plastic bag to use as a chimney bung as he said that
room was much colder after removing the nest. Since then he has
had two jackdaws come down the chimney!
Dec 14th. As the 1.38 inches of rain that all fell in 24hrs was falling
onto saturated ground, it raised the stream levels dramatically caus-
ing some roads, notably at the Gate Hangs High and Tadmarton to
flood for a while.
Dec 24th. My cousin phoned from Kitchener in Canada saying that
they have had their biggest snowfall for some years with three feet of
lying snow. Here it is quite a nice day with a great spotted wood-
pecker drumming and a song thrush singing. It is nice to know that
there is still one around.
Dec 27th. Saw the first tree sparrow I have seen for a while on the
editors bird table amongst some house sparrows and other birds. We
also saw several goldfinches taking niger seed and sunflower hearts.
Jan 1st. It will not surprise anyone to hear that we have had avery
wet year. [ measured 35.78 inches of rain which is even wetter than
last year (35.04"). The wettest month was August with 4.63" and the
driest February with just an inch. The five months May to September
produced 18.74 inches which is more than I measured in the whole

Lodge to Let, Cornwall/Devon bovdery
Slps 8/10 inv fouw. bedvooms; fitted kitchen, bathyoomy shower roowy
‘ Panoramic views, inquiet positior ‘
Facdities include indoor/outdoor pool, tennis courts: Dogs permit-
ted. Excellent bose for Novth and South const beaches; National
Trust, Devony Davtmoor and Plymouthv Very reasonable ratey :call
Sue Lovatt o 01295 788848. email ! levfom@biinternet.conwy o
pick up leaflet inthe Ferris shop.
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of 1996. In contrast 1995 was 4'hot dry summer with June, July and
August producing only 1.08 inches of rain between them.

Jan 3rd. We have been.surprised by how quickty a short spell of sun-
shine raises the temperature of the fluid in our recently fitted solar
panels. On this clear frosty morning the temperature at the panel out-
let rose from minus 5.7C at 7.00am to 44.9C by 12 o'clock.

Jan 6th. With the thermometer reading 17F (-9C) this morning many
birds are looking for food in gardens. Up to 20 blackbirds along with
a few starlings and fieldfares are feeding on apples that T have
thrown out for them. Some jays have been flying round, seemingly
too nervous to join them and the hard frozen ground must have made
it impossible to retrieve any acorns they may have buried.

~ Jan 11th. It is milder today after a fortnight of old fashioned winter
weather but without much snow. :
Jan 17th. I hear that it is very cold

GODSWELL NATURAL

THERAPY CENTRE o
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham | SNOW remains in Kitchener 300

in Washington so T expect the

Banbulry, Oxon OX15 4ES miles to the north.
khkkdhed
Acupuncture, Alexander Technigue,
Arnmaﬂ'lerlpy. Al‘tThﬂ‘le' ‘ [
Chiro?ody, Chiropractic, ’ FOLLY FARM ‘
Counselling & Psychotherapy, 'BACK PAIN CLINIC | |
Cranio-sacral therapy, Homoeopathy, ‘ ‘ - | .
NLP, Nutrition, Phytiutherapy, i Gentle but effective treatment |
Reflexclogy, Remedial Massage, o
Reiki, Spiritual Healing, ; -
Shistsu, Yoga, Aches & Pains?
(2 24313
Fully qualified professional therapists | I can help you!
For information ng 01295 720347 Just visit the local clinic between \
: Sibford & Swalcliffe
A, Sabin - | _
; I Contact:  John McArthur
;g @ @3 1 . B.Sc. & Dip (Chiropractic)
- ! MeTimoney-Corley i?l:actitioncr
Millbarn, Hook Norton| | sy P
N Tel: 0845 862 4 842 (tocal rate)
Telephone 01295 788421 Mob: 97740 404 678
Mobile 0781 7709044 E By
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[ know it is February, but I'do wish you all a Happy
New Year and hope you are zll well.

On Feb. 3rd, we have a speaker Mr.Peter Wree
who will tell all about the Talking Newspaper, then
on the 17th our trip will be to Evesham Country
Park for lunch and a look round. Anyone in the village who would like to
come Please call Eveline for details on 263460.

During this month and that of March we have a lot of Birthdays to cele-
brate so the Meeting in March will be a BIG BIRTHDAY PARTY. But
in Feb we wish Alice a very Happy Birthday and have a great Day.

The Methodist Chapel
The members of the Methodist Chapel would like to thank every-
one who supported their Christmas Coffee Morning and made it such a
“friendly occasion.
It raised £420 which will go towards Chapel maintenance and a
donation to charity. From our Anniversary service in June a donation
was sent to "Open Doors".

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
0OX15 5RG
Telephone 01295 788317 / 788348
YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT

We deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to all the surrounding area.
Place your regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide
selection of magazines available, specialist titles available to order.

Chilled & Frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit
and vegetables, pet foods, household goods, toiletries & medical requisites and
lots, lots more.....

National Lottery, Photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning & buffet lunches.
We will also undertake your mailings for you, just speak with Terry or Judith.

Always an exceHent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock,
. Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery. «

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 5.00am to 6.00pm
Sunday 5.00am to 1.00pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE, THERE ARE LOTS OF
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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W.I. M¢eting -13% January 2009
The first meeting of the New Year started with an excellent

Wormiak attendance despite some apologies for illness and President

ERY Glennis Hardman wished members a happy and healthy 2009. It

was reported that the December Meeting had been most enjoy-

able with the interest of a display of archive material, gift exchange and a

delicious bring & share tea. Rosemary Neal was the winner of the compe-

tition for a Christmas plate with Norma Allen second and Glennis Hard—
.man third.

This month, our speakcr was Moira Byast. She came to tell us
about 'Finding Father' or, in other words, tracing your family tree. She got
started on this fascinating subject when she decided to research her
Mother's family history and having traveled back through time with that
side of her family, she decided to trace her Father's family as well — a
much more difficult task as it turned out. She gave lots of advice as to how
to get started, where to look for information and many hints for those
thinking of trying their hand at their own research. She was thanked by
Margaret Thomlinson.

Norma Allen and Ann Benham served welcome cups of tea and
cakes, The competition for an old birth certificate was won by Jane
Martin, second Glennis Hardman and third Gwen Whitehead. The
speaker for February 10" Meeting will be Dr Gillian White on "Portraits
of Queen Elizabeth 1" illustrated with slides. Dr White is an outstandingly
good speaker and to make full use of her, Sibford W.I. has invited two"
Members from each Institute in the Sibford Group plus Barbara Gray
(Board of Trustees, Oxfordshire Federation) and Peggy Mumby (Group
Convenor). An old portrait/photograph

will be needed for the competition. THE VILLAGE SHOP
Rosemary Neal HOOK NORTON
FOR SALE *NATIONAL LOTTERY*
y o o Grocery - Greengrocery - Baker
Belling electric 'Euroline oven Win esy  Srits g m fecﬁonawy
with 4 rings for sale barely used Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
°£25 Video Rental - Bottled Gas  °
- Open Monday to Friday
Electrolux Build in oven LPG for 7 am to 8 pm
- gale. VGC £25 Saturday 8 am to § pm
Sunday 8 am to 6 pm
01295 780915 Telephone: 01608 737245




" Village Hall News
Dates for your d1ary through 2009
On January 31st we have Mervyn Stutter with his origmal songs and
humour. His subjects range from the global to the local. We all need a
tonic at this time of year, so come and help yourself to a good slice of
laughter! Doors open and bar available fromh 7.30pm performance at
8pm. Nibbles included in ticket price £8.00 / £6.00 OAP. Tickets availa-
ble from Sibford Stores, Anita Spencer 788557 or Joan Broady 7804 10.
Our Film Night is planned for Saturday 28th February. Join us to
watch the fantastic "Mama Mia" (rated PG). Village Hall doors open at
5.30pm, the film starts at 6pm. Snacks, sweets, ice creams and soft
" drinks will be on sale. Admission £1 per person. '
On March 21st you can meet "The Rainbow Chasers" led by Ashley
Hutchings (of Fairport Convention and Steeleye Span fame). This will
be an entertaining evening of songs and instrumentals by the group.
In April we are planning an Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday. -
On April 25th we invite teams of up to 6 people to battle for the Quiz
Night Trophy. The quiz will run to our usual format. Entry &5 per head
with a light supper provided. More infor-
mation to follow in the next Sibford Scene.
The Village Hall Fayre will be held on
June 20th. In the autumn you can enjoy a
Murder Mystery Evening and a Halloween
Ball.
For further information or if you would
like to help at any of the events please con-
tact Ginny on 780373 or Joan on 780410.

at Forge House

Visit Britain 4 ¢

Bed & Breokfast
o Self Carering Apartment

WE'RE THERE FOR TREE <o with donble bedroom
'CARE = SR
All aspects of tree care undertaken Carole Ralph
smclq:m ::n::)nﬂm:? ';{,:':,o“' of * The Loft at Forge House
Supplier of logs & Pc::lrpirlgt Oid Forge Yard, Swalclitfe,
Gver 0yemeishos” 3 Oxon OX15 SEH
for a free qndte and a chat please Tel & Fax: (1295 788677
Exnsaid stuart @ forgovand freeserve coak
Arthur Whlte m" Tm CimpJ 01295 788549 . S it aanadeumembers oo okl ol




I\:Iembers and friends gathered together for

The 1
: the anpual Social on 15 January, commenc-
) ¢ ing the evening with a pictorial quiz and
lgf O’Uié' then we enjoyed the Bring and Share Sup-
o [ i

per of delicious food kindly provided by

everyone. We were then privileged to be

entertained by the Sibford School Jazz
Band, who are a very talented group of young people, playing and
singing with expertise and great enthusiasm, to the delight of every-
one there, so the evening went with a real swing and even enticed
some to dance along to the rhythms. Many thanks to all who came
and supported the Social. It was great to see so many of you there and
also our thanks for your generous support of the raffle, which goes a
long way to financing the evening.

We now have a break until the March meeting and the details will be
in the next Sibford Scene. :

tokens from the Times newspaper. If readers could drop their tokens

ﬁL\\Sibford ‘Gower Primary School are collecting the Books for Schools
/ into the School Office that would be appreciated.

DAMIAN AND DEBBIE WELCOME YOU TO

THE WYKHAM ARMS

Temple Mill Road, Sibford Gower, Nr. Banbury OX15 SRX
Tel: 01295 788808

Quiz Night
on First Sunday of the Month
‘Hooky Night” Wednesday
evening 6.00 - 7.30 pm
(Beer, Lager, House Wine) -
Wi-Fi Hotspot Service . Opening Times
Bar only Sunday Night, Closed . s 11.00 am - 3.00 pm
All Day Monday iy 5 6.00 pm - 11.30 pm

Fantastic Family Sunday
Lunch
(Booking advised)
Freshly prepared
logal produce.

www.wykhamarms.co.uk email; info@wykhamarms.co.uk
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A new
challenge for

local writers. O _
The fifth writing

competition run in

conjunction with the -

Deddington Festival
is open to all and offers a cash prize for the winner and runner up
in both the story and poetry sections. Additionally all those who’s
work is shortlisted will receive a critique from the judge to help
them towards more writing. The theme for the competition is
“Journey”. .

A parallel competition is offered for those at school and is di-
vided into two sections - secondary for those aged 16 and under
and junior for those aged 11 and under. Entries may be for poetry
or story on the theme of “the secret”. These will also attract a first
prize and modest prizes for the runners up together with a certifi-
cate and judges comment for all whose work is on the shortlist.

The closing date for all entries is 30th April 2009. Full details
can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed envelope to;
DWG competition, 26 The Daedings, Deddington, Banbury, Ox-
on. OX15 ORT. Or by going — . ;
to
www.deddingtonfestival.org.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
. Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower)
She‘la JOb LCH offers comfortable accomodation with

HOM(EOPATH en suite bathroom overlooking a tranquil

English country garden.

EFT PRACTHTION ER Contact Diana Thompson
For ail health problems | (01295) 788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
01295 780468 www.buttsladehouse.co.uk




1st The Sibfords Scout Group
Fundraising through Sutton Seeds

Sutton Seeds are prepared to give a 20% commission to
1st The Sibfords Scout Group on all orders placed through the group.
/ The catalogues are available now from
A?Q'Ann Spicer on 780690 or Matthew & Tina Spicer on 780891.
If you are planning your spring seed purchases please consider using
this catalogue and helping your local Scout Group at the same time.
' Many Thanks for your help. '

A word of warning to all residents of Cotswold Close, over the years °
certain past & present residents have experienced damage being done
to their vehicles. On the mornh1g of Sat 10 Jan, we woke to find our
car covered in paint stripper (This is not the first time our car has
been damaged either). The police have been informed once again, but
with no real evidence the most obvious culprit has got away with it
yet again. It seems such a shame with all that is going on around us in
the world, that one like this lives in our same community. We hope
the matter will be resolved at sometime, but in the meantime keep an
eye on your car or lock it away!!

Bernie & Andrew Jones.

painting & decorating
interiors & exyeriors
residential & commercial

‘Mobile: 07875 212 315
Gffice Tel: 01295 780 140

0’5&;
Y LOGS

Very Competitive Prices

Fy, 7
‘3&@\{ ]LO‘QO’S

- Seasoned Hardwood Logs |

Basil Page 01295 780215
Fencing Jobs Big or Small




Sibford Gower Parish Council:Meeting - Tuesday 25th Nov. 08

Present were four Parish Ccuncillors, County & District Cllr George Reyn-
olds, ten local residents and the Clerk. Varidus matters, were discussed in- *
cluding Options for Growth: ClIr Martin Layer brought the Meeting up to
date in this matter. After collating the Councillors' views, he had submitted
the response to the questions raised in the Cherwell Local Development
Framework Options. Village Pond: Following the reintroduction of ducks to
the Village Pond, the work carried out by the Pond Action Team created to
implement the recommendations of the ecological survey commissioned by
the Parish Council had been.undone. The forty potted aquatic plants have in
every case been uprooted and destroyed by the ducks. Furthermore, they will
cause deterioration in the quality of the water which has been emphasized to
be a key element of pond conservation. It is understood that the general con-
sensus reported to the Parish Council is that ducks are welcome. In these cir-
cumstances the prinéiples of the wildlife management plan can no longer be
sustained and the Parish Councillors felt they had no alternative other than to
pass the following resolution which was proposed by Cllr Martin Layer and
seconded by ClIr Robin Spicer. It was resolved that the financial support of
the Parish Council to the Pond Action Team for the maintenance of a wildlife
pond is withdrawn. Roadside verges in Village Pond Area: Considerable con-

All makes vehicle servicing

Competitive prices
Factory trained mechanics
MOT Parts Bodyshop Fuel
Large site with easy parking

Extensive range of new and used vehicles

Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5DD (1 mile North of Hook Norton village)
Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 www.firs-garage.com
Family Business Established 1960
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cern had been expressed by some residents regarding the serious erosion by
parked cars of the road side verges in the pond areaespecially that next to
the large chestnut tree. Site meetings ‘with local residents in attendance
were held on 17" October and BTdNovember with officials from Oxfordshire
Highways. Various solutions were suggested including the installation of
protective wooden posts and the widening of the road to allow for passing
traffic. Should-road widening be called for, it was learned that the cost
would be very high and have to be borne by the Parish Council. It was ap-
parent that the feeling of the Meeting was that no action should be taken
apart from making periodic appeals in the Sibford Scene for greater care to
be taken in the parking of cars. The situation regarding the exposed Chest-
nut tree roots will be monitored by the Tree Officer from Oxfordshire High-
ways on a six monthly basis. The Chairman reported on the Cherwell Parish
Liaison Meeting. He said that he was to attend the meeting in Banbury
Town Hall regarding the review of local bus services. He, will be pressing

~ that no reduction is made in respect-of the route (480) which runs through

the Sibfords. Reference was made to the recent Transport Needs Survey.
Forms were sent to 225 households and 45 were returned completed. Analy-
sis is taking place and the result will be sent to Oxfordshire County Council
in due course. Discussion regarding the new Burial Ground took place con-
cerning regulations to be published and the installation of a notice board.
With regard to Holy Trinity Churchyard, there was nothing to report at this
stage apart from the fact that there is now only one grave space available.
Consquently, progress with the Burial Ground is pressing.

Tuesday,13% January 2009

The Parish Councillors agreed a donation of £150 to the Sibford Meeting
House Appeal. Resurfacing of "Piggy Path', Burdrop had been carried out
to a satisfactory standard. Flooding in Hawkes Lane recurred after Oxford-
shire Highways had carried out remedial work and the Parish Council has
been asked to send a photograph for analysis should it happen again.
Chairman's Report: The Chairman expressed his thanks and gratitude to
Clir Martin Layer for all the work and research he undertook in connection
with implementing the recommendations of the ecological survey commis-

* sioned by the Parish Council. Unfortunately, all his efforts and those of the

Pond Action Team (to whom the Chairman also expressed thanks) were
undone by the introduction of Indian Runner ducks. Leader of the Pond
Action Team, Mrs Glennis Hardman, was interviewed by Radio Oxford and
BBC South Today. Both programmes went out on 12t December 2008. Clir
Martin Layer complimented Glennis on her diplomatic handling of both
interviews in which she expressed her disappointment over the destruction,
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during the summer of 2008, of the forty well established aquatic plants
following the introduction ¢f the ducks. : ) :

With regard to the temporary. Christmas ‘ottle banks installed in Acre
Ditch, these were well used. So much so, that the green bank became full,
could not be emptied by the District Council and the advice received was
that green bottles should be deposited in gither the clear or brown banks
with the assurance that the green bottles would be sorted out in due course.
With regard to the Review of Subsidised Bus Services in the Banbury Area,
the Chairman had attended a recent Consultation Meeting and was disap-
pointed as he felt that decisions had already been made without due consid-
eration of the recent Transport Needs Survey. The Parish Council
subsequéntly had received a letter from Oxfordshire County Council ac-
knowledging receipt of the survey forms. All the contained comments are to
be summarized and made available to the Cabinet Member for Transport
before he makes the final decision on the award of new contracts in March
2009. Clerk's Report: Thames Valley Police had asked that a representa-
tive be allowed to attend the next Parish Council Meeting in order to achieve
a closer relationship between the Police and Parish Councils. Highway
Matters: Notification had been received from Oxfordshire Highways re-
oarding capital maintenance schemes planned in the next financial year
(2009-2010). Details are still provisional as the capital budget is not final-
ized until March. Included in the list of intended works are Acre Ditch
(Footway resurfacing - estimated cost £ 6,240), Main Street (Footway
resurfacing - estimated cost £ 7,920 - Pound Lane to School annexe), High
Meadow (Footway resurfacing - estimated cost £ 19,740 -Pound Lane all
round). Finance: Parish Precept 2009/2010: Having considered the known
and probable outgoings plus sufficient funding for any contingencies for the
next financial year, the Parish Councillors agreed that £6,000 was an appro-
priate figure (unchanged from the previous year).

Freedom of Information Act. New Model Publication Scheme: The
Parish Councillors considered what might be the most effective and

appropriate way of making
information from the Parish
Council available to the pub-
lic. It was -decided that a
_| detailed list should be dis-
3 | played on the Parish Council
notice board so that people
! may -be aware of this. Any"
Theresa Harper information that may be re-
DESICINENG PRODUCING & FITTING quired will be available from

Thig Firg, Hook Norton, Banbury. OX15 50D
Ermail: enguiries@grophics-direct ool
Phong: 01606 730555 Fou 01608 73021
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the Clerk to the Parish Council (01295 780391) Burial Ground: The
Parish Council, after much discussion, decided that a notice board display-
ing regulationis concerning the types of headstones and what js permitted to
be placed on burial plots would be insensitive. Therefore, the suggested
purchase of a notice board was abandoned. The best way forward is that the

_undertaker dealing with a burial be supplied with the agreed regulations and
that one should be handed to those arranging a burial with the request that a
signed acknowledgement be obtained. Public Participation: Matters raised
during this part of the Meeting related to blocked drains in the Village Pond
area and bushes and brambles on verges overhanging the roadway. Any
Other Business: Matters raised included a broken fence endangering a
footpath in the High Meadow area, Lay-by parking problems in Pound Lane

" and the thought that a Christmas tree may be an attraction in the Village for
future years. '

IMPORTANT FUTURE DATES:-Next Parish Coucil Meeting Tuesday

24th March 2009 in the Staff Room of Sibford Gower Endowed Primary

School commencing at 8pm '

Annual Litterblitz - Saturday, 4t April 2009 (Meeting in the Village Hall

Car Park at 10am. Cllr Robin Spicer will handle the organization)

Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday, 14" May 2009 (To be held in the hall

of Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School commencing at 7.30pm}

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.40pm thanking all present for attend-

ing.

To let:

Spacious 2 bedroomed accommodation in. Sibford.
Lovely views.
Available now. Would suit professional person/couple. -
01295 788145.

Micks Sticks
Fire Lighting Wood For Sale
£2.50 per big bag
Call in anytime and ask for
Mick Canning, at
The Old Malt House,
Sibford Ferris
Tel, 01295 780321




Notes of Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting, 14 January 2009
There were apologies from Couricillors Simms and Connor. Three Coun-
cillors and the Clerk attended. Play Areas - Cotswold Close Items noted
during the weekly inspections kindly carried out by a local resident were
reported and appropriate actions agreed. Trevor Stewart Play Equipment i
‘has been asked to fill in the sides of the fixed plank walkway from the slide |
tower with vertical timbers. It was agreed to advertise the play area in the-
Sibfords Welcome Pack and on the notice board. A suggestion was made
to hold an activity at the play area during a school holiday. Sibford School
MUGA Councillors and a resident met with a representative from a County
Council backed organisation with funds to spend on imaginative play areas,
to discuss whether the MUGA project would be eligible for a grant from
them, and various options are being explored. Burial ground extension It
was agreed the charges proposed by P Hardman following substantial re-

search were fair and in line with other comparable parishes. The question
of how best to fence the section to be grazed was discussed and suggestions
would be made to the joint burial ground committee. Speed Signs Tempo-
rary speed signs had been received from Speedwatch and were being ro-
tated at various locations. The Clerk reported that a PCSO would like to
attend the next meeting. Review of Subsidised Bus Service The ORCC
report and summary of the Transport Needs Survey (32 respondents) had
been received and forwarded to OCC. The department responsible for bus
contracts has indicated it will probably be recommending a reduction from
7 to 5 buses a day. Swapshop The Parish Council would like to organise
(hopetully with somé help from residents) a Swapshop where people can
bring along unwanted goods and find items of interest in return. The aim is
to reduce landfill waste. It is hoped to hold a Swapshop in April.
Freedom of Information Act - Model Publication Scheme From 1 Janu-
ary, the Parish Council is required
to display a list of the information Sports & Remedial
available to the public, how to ob-
tain it and at what cost, under the ,Massagf_}
" following headings: Who we are Aid sore, achmg

and what we do / What we spend ml_ls_des_ and
and how we spend it / What our _mjnees
priorities are and how we are doing Victoria Smith

i ITEC DIP SPORTS MASSAGE, VCTC, MICHT

/ How we make decisions / Qur pol- 01295 780610
icies and procedures / Lists and . 07974 231571
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Registers / The sérvices we offer. "A list has been put on the notice
board at Lanes End and a copy may be obtained from the Clerk
(tel. 788557). Signposts If was agreed to ask Oxfordshire Highways
to refurbish the wooden signpost by Home Farm that has fallen into
disrepair. OCC Local Villages Web Pages A representative from the
Sibfords Society has kindly agreed to provide information on the his-
tory and local features of both Sibfords to be included on village web
pages on the OCC website. Finance The precept for 2009/2010 was
agreed at £4095.00. Planning There were four planning applications
and eight planning decisions since the last meeting. Date of next
meeting March 18th. The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 29 April.

WELCOME TO SIBFORD
If vou are a new resident of Sibford and have not vet received a copy of the
"Welcome to Sibford" booklet, please telephone Pauleen Inns on 780702 (Gower
or Burdrop) or Ann Bishop on 788188 (Ferris), and a copy will be delivered to
you. The information will help to make you feel at home - by acquainting you with

the services, schools, clubs and societies that are curvently active in the villages.

SERENITY
Sibford's Peaceful Beauty Salon
01295 788463
Come and enjoy our cosy Winter offers
With every massage taken with Jo or Vicki
you will enjoy the benefits of the luxurious Hot Stones FREE!
Purchase a Serenity Gift Voucher and you can enjoy-
a half price'treatment for yourself!
Vouchers can be bought over the phone and sent on
Sports and Remedial Massage - Waxing - Guinot Facials - Manicures

Pedicures - Electrolysis - Pamper Days
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Down Memory Lane
I remember one bright-day in Normandy in'the summer of 1944 when,
with other supply and service trucks, ¥ visited opr flail tanks to service
their radios after the squadron had beef in action. We found them
parked in a very pleasant part of the French countryside, as far removed
as it is possible to imagine from the hulks of burnt out tanks and the aw-
ful stench which were such unforgettable features of some Normandy
battle fields and which seemed even more gruesome by moonlight.
On arrival [ was met by a tank radio operator with a handful of the re-
mains of his tanks aerial which he said 'had been shot away'. I gave him -
a new set of the three rods which, when fitted together, formed the tanks
aerial and then ‘set to work on the radio of a nearby tank. As I worked I'
¢ould hear a plane flying high overhead but thought no more of it until I
heard a bomb coming. :
The explosion was not that of a heavy bomb but it was close enough for
grit to spatter down on me through the open turret hatch. I finished off
my job on the radio and as I left the tank I was again met by the same
tank radio operator with more bits of aerial in his hand and a broad grin
on his face. "You know those aerial rods you gave me just now?" he
said "well they've just been shot away again!"

| Sddjob

Bob Lamb

FABRICS, CURTAING & SOFT FURNISHINGS

CARPENTRY Handscwn & itcrlincd curtains &
PLUMBING pelmets our speciality
ELECTRICS Roman & Roller bhnds

HEATING INSTALLATION Custorised design service and
KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING heome consultancy
BUILDING WORKS Tivery kind of fabric from many
SECURITY leading manufacturers

| Diccorative Poles, Tie backs & U'rminings

New Sofas &

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE i

LOCAL SERVICE Chairs - * Custon made

HUGO SEELY 01295 780355 Loosz Cosers and Bedspreads &

FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATES Coushions - Headboards -
No job too large Wetlpapers - Reupholstery Ssrvice -

Excelient ioca! referances available




Boxing Day Charity football

The now annual Boxing Day Charity football match between
Swalcliffe & Sibford kicked off on a lovely, bright morning but with most
spectators still sadly curled up in their beds. .

Referee (Mayor) Mick Foley started proceedings & had already
liberally fined several Swalcliffe team-members for an unmarked pitch &
attempted bribes. Play commenced; Sibford (in blue) were caught on the hop
by a quick start by Swalcliffe (playing in- lucky 'Alway Associates' orange),
which led to a deflected shot & a 3-yard tap-in by Jimmy Phillips and a
3-minute, 1-0 lead. This with no-one there to seel!

The rest of the 1st half saw both sides have several chances but
their defences held. By now a few spectators had appeared & buckets
started rattling. Half-time; oranges & team-talks by team captains Darren
'Parky' Parkinson for Swalcliffe & Sibford's Dr. David Spackman played their
role in motivating both teams.

Soon into the start of the second half it:.was looking like Sibford's
decisions to field youth over experience & forego extra subs offered by
Swalcliffe (with a squad of 16 or so) might have been a mistake; Swalcliffe
poured on the pressure & the crucial second goal for Swalcliffe' wasn't long
coming as Ross Gilkes split the blues' defence (& the back of the net) to
make it 2-0 for Swalcliffe. Not long after, goal of the game came from a
cracking volley by Parky to take Swalcliffe 3-0 in front. :

But the blues weren't finished; a Swalcliffe mix-up on the left wing
let the youthful Sibford front men through & an excellent finish by Tom
Spackman brought some hope.. 3-1.

But it was not to be. Despite several valiant Sibford attempts to get
through the solid orange back four, two more goals from Jimmy P. & Ross G.
made the final score 5-1 to Swalcliffe; the game was played well & in great
spirit by both teams. As well as the aforementioned scorers, notable mention
to the managers Lorne Alway & Dr. S; the

midfield & defence rocks from both sides -

Kev Wild, Perran Moon, Steve Bull & Tris ﬂ]
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Koch; Swalcliffe 'keeper Mark Austin for & nearly clean sheet; and the inevitable
comedy provided by Swalcliffe's Jason Boscott,

Many thanks 'to the following: Swalcliffe Park School* Headmaster
Gareth Lewis for the use of the pifch & facilities, &staff member Geoff Daniels
(assisted by David & Jack) for all his work on the day; Referee (Mayor) Mick
Foley for administering fund raising fines both during the match and at the post
Match event, Charity Elves, Baileys chocolate/sweets saleswomen & bucket-
rattlers Aileen, Pippa & Trudie; Graham & Ros & family at the newly-refurbished
Stag's Head, Swalcliffe (come & visit!) who kindly added £1 for everyone who
sampled their delicious chilli in the pub afterwards; Colin Hill for the use of his
photos. And of course the generous spectators & players for their donation &
fines.

Total donations were £460 (£160 more than 2007), to be split equally
between this year's causes: Katharine House Hospice & the Frank Wise School,
Banbury.

See you Boxing Day 2009!

Phil Sherer

Miss 'T' Catering.
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings, Birthday parties,
Funerals
And private dinner parties.

Alan Berks
SPECIALIST INSTALLER
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Natural and handmade
floor and wall tiles

Solid wood flooring

01295 780652

07816 592 124

Alan berks@btopenworld.com
The Spinney

Also available
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Sibford Gower, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 3RS

Contact Victoria Taylor on:
Mob: 07841 910037

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

Home: 01295 788924 . BRI
ShvesY Proprietor: T.P.Martin
A
Oxon Computers g Tel: 07812 361853
Qualified PC Engineer GRIMSBY MARKET

Danny, Company Owner Best fresh fish and shell fish to your area

PC repair, maintenance & configuration direct from Grimsby on the

Tel: 01295 788766 Mobile: 07767 025752 Lincolnshire coast _
Fax:01295 788766 I’1] be at Sibford Village Hall car park
Email: Admin@oxoncomputers.co.uk , EVERY MONDAY from
www.oxoncomputers.co.uk . approximately 4pm till 5.30pm
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