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The Sibfords Society Walk

Leaving ‘The-Brambles’, Woodway Road
at 10am on Saturday 5th March

Easter Fayre
~ At the Village Hall
12 noon - 3 pm on Saturday 5th March

Scouts Tsunami Coffee Morning

Saturday 12th March from 10.00 am
In the Village Hall

Sibford Gower Primary School

Art Exhibition & Craft Fair

Preview Night Friday 18th - by ticket only 7.30 pm
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th 10.30 am - 4.30 pm




Nature Notes
Jan. 30th. Behind my sons house at Culworth we saw a flock of more
than a thousand fieldfares along with a few redwings, starlings and
rooks spread out over the grass field where they seemed to be finding
plenty to eat. Gilbert White wrote that if fieldfares could not get food
from the soil, because of frost or snow and had to rely on hedge fruit
they quickly became so thin that they were not worth shooting. We got
home at dusk to hear two buzzards calling overhead as they drifted
away toward Tyne Hill.
Feb. 4th. A letter from a Canadian cousin contained an article from a
local paper about the ten thousand very noisy crows that have taken to
roosting in a park near the middle of Kitchener. Probably because it is
not quite as cold there as out in the country; even so at -23°C it is
amazing that they can survive nights in a tree top. In the photograph
they looked much like our crows and were collecting in deciduous
trees which would give little protection.
Feb. 8th A queen bumble bee seemed to be seriously seeking a nest-
ing site amongst the dead grass of our wild flower area and a
chaffinch has been singing for the last few days. |
Feb. 9th The tables were decorated with daffodils cut from some of
the guests gardens and a blackbird was singing when we attended a
90th birthday party at Evesham. [ suppose at three days per hundred
feet and being 400 feet lower than us they should be twelve days
ahead of us. _
Feb. 12th [ read today of the trouble caused by hares biting through
live electric fences of the modern plastic type that has a metal fila-
ment woven into it I presume. The hares will apparently stand on
their hind legs so that they can reach to bite it in two. Perhaps they
just do it for kicks.

Sibford Cricket Club

Annual General Meeting
Monday 14th March 8.00pm at The Bishop Blaize Inn

Indoor Cricket Nets

29 & 31 March, 5,7, 12 & 14 April at 7.00pm
At Sibford School Sports Hall.
New players most welcome
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Tadmarton Friendly Scrabble Group
2.00pm 1n Tadmarton Village Hall

on the Last Wednesday of every month
New players of all abilities would be most welcome
For more details contact Barbara Wright on 780402

FROG ALERT

Drivers, cyclists and pedestrians, please try not to
squash frogs, toads and newts as they leave their places
of hibernation (mainly crevices in dry stone walls) and
make their way to the village pond and smaller garden
ponds. Please check under vehicles before moving off.

é

They won't be out on frosty nights, preferring milder

wet conditions. The last two weeks in March and the first in April are usually the
busiest times and the roads needing particular care are Main Street leading down
to the pond, Bonds End Lane, Barley Close. Colony Road and Hawkes Lane.

Handscwn & interdined curtains &
pelmets-our speciality
Roman & Roller blinds

Customised design service and
home consultancy
Every kind of fabric from many
leading manufacturers

Loase Covers and
chi

Waljapers ¢
Tnterior Decoration

: e s
Custom made
Bedspreads <

Headboards

 Tel/Fax: 01205788135 |

- FABRICS, CURTAINS & SOFT FURMISHINGE J &

Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings

Sddob |
CARPENTRY |
PLUMBING
ELECTRICS

HEATING INSTALLATION

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING

BUILDING WORKS
SECURITY

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE
LOCAL SERVICE

HUGO SEELY 01295 780355
FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATES
No job too large
Excelientiocal references available




TSUNAMI APPEAL |
AT Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy

i o ~' §. at
Yoot iy 1«? N }«sg 47 i‘ iz

s o i Sl Nearly New Clothes Rail and
i Lunch

st ‘i Sibford SATURDAY 12 MARCH
g Sibford Village Hall

Please come and support our efforts to raise money for this very
worthy cause. 10.00am to 2.30pm.
Entrance £1 including coffee, biscuits and soft drinks,
Lunch — soup and roll £1. Games for children.

The Sibford Scene Needs Help
We need a volunteer to collate and staple the Sibford Scenes for
Sibford Gower and Burdrop and to pass them on for delivery.
». This-weguld take 2-3 hours per issue if two people do the job, a bit
longer single handed. Offers please to the Editor or Treasurer.

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/ 788348

Your Local Convenience Store

Your local newsagent, we deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to
all the surrounding area, always a wide selection of newspapers and magazines
available in the shop. Place your regular order today
Bread, cakes and savouries baked on the premises throughout the day.

We are your local National Lottery Agent
Photocopying, fax and mailing service available on the premises.
Agents for Dry Cleaning and Laundry.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh
fruit & vegetables, pet foods, medical and toiletries and lots, lots more......
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery 7 days a week.
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 5.30am to 6.00pm

Sunday 5.30am to 1.00pm
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Sibford Horticultural Society
The first meeting of the year is on Wednes-
-4 day 9th March at 8pm in the Village Hall

when our speaker is John Cornwall who is
going to talk on "The Glories of the Garden" when we hope to see many
members and hopefully new faces come to the meetings. Judith has been
working very hard and has organised a very interesting list of speakers.

o | Membership is sti]] only£3 a year
N&=———= ——= and this gives discount at some places.

o

R

w—— N Advanced Notice
BUILDING PLANS Bernie Jones is organising
BUILDING REGS. SUBMISSIONS | Jumble Sale in aid of

NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS Kathatine House Hospice
LN L PSR SR T8 o T L
At 2 pm in the Village Hall

PRIVATE AND TRADE ENQUIRIES - PLEASE CALL

01295780609 OR 07830 591783

P Bl The Bishop Blaize Inn

k 17th Century Freehouse

3 2 Burdrop, Sibford Gower
Tel. (01295) 780323
‘i -§ Sam and Sheila welcome you
3 & et
&, % Senior Citizens Winter Special
2opblo¥ 25% QFF all meals on our main menus board

Monday - Friday Lunch (For persons 65 and over)

Dont forget - Monday night is take-out nighi
Fish or double jumbo sausage and chips - NOW includes ALL raeals from out childtens menu
QUIZ NIGHT - our quiz night will now be the last Sunday in each month until the end of
March, 2005 - 8pm start
NQ food will be served Sunday evening October to March
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We are almost at capacity numbers at playgroup at the
moment (with a few spaces available after Easter) and if
you have children wishing to join our happy and thriving
group in the future we would advise that you contact us
soon on 01295 788998 to place your child's name on our
waiting list.

Sibford Scene Brown Envelope Campaign

Once again a small brown envelope has arrived with your Sibford
Scene this month. Please make your contribution (we suggest £3) to
your parish magazine and return the envelope to the collection box in
the Post Office. Please feel free to enclose comments or suggestions of
what you would like to see included in the Sibford Scene in the future.

Funding for the Sibford Scene comes from the Brown Envelopes, the
advertisers and donations from the clubs, societies and parish councils
who contribute items for inclusion. Our costs are for printing the 430
copies 10 times a year. The people involved (about 25 in all) are all
volunteers - no one receives anything but out of pocket expenses - and
in general the Sibford Scene does achieve its objective of being deliv-
ered free to every household in the Ferris, Gower and Burdrop before
the start of the month. We feel that we must try to achieve this to en-
sure that all events planned can be certain of their publicity.

As Editor I try to include everything that comes to me for inclusion
but I will not use articles submitted anonymously, so please put your
contact details on them somewhere.

Thank you for your contribution. Adrian Lamb, editor.

Uhe Gate Bangs Bigh Inn N

H Contributions for the

ook Norton .

Oxfordshire OX15 5DF April
Tel: 01608 - 737387 Fax: 01608 - 737870 Sibford Scene
Home Cooked Food daily Lunchtimes & Evenings to the ShOp or Editor
Traditional Sunday Lunches
Hook Norton Real Ales Courtyard Garden by
Car Park Accommodation Available March 15th
Proprietors: Stephen & Karen Coots-Williams
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We have arranged our annual walk in aid of Katharine

Lfond, House Hospice on Saturday 5% March meeting at The
Brambles, Woodway Road at 10 am. Robin Spicer will be

leading our walk which will be about 5 miles in length (no
more than that!) Stout shoes are advisable as paths can be very muddy at
this time of year. Hot soup and bread will be served onh our return to the

barn.

Our Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 17 March when we

will present the survey of our local
churchyard, the programme for the
also  be
We look forward to
seeing you then.

forthcoming year will

announced.

ADVANCE WARNING
Total closure of Burdrop Hill

(Mannings Hill to the Bishop Blaize)

4th to 8th April

Oxon County Council. 01865 844300
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Re - Upholstery
Antique & Modern
Dining Chairs Easy Chairs Arm Chairs
Three Piece suites Ete,
Furniture Repair
20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
B. WEBBER
01295 269362
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On 8" February, we had a large gathering including a guest, Mrs Sheila
LIHC}J ﬁom Hook Norton. Good wishes were sent to Mary whe i
recovering from a leg operation. In the absence of Lynda, Gaynor
{ p tised as secretary. The President read out 1 ynda's report on the Resolutions

election Meeting which took place at Chippii MNoi ton in Jarmary. The Resolu-
1 ons for 2005 are 1) Care of the Environ nent 2} Pe nslfms for Women, 3) Is
Prison the only Option?, 4) Farm Gate Milk Prices and 5) Tubercutosis Treal-
ment -« Free Preseriptions for Al There will be further Bricfi fing Meetings ir
April. The votes from all the WI's coul 1’[1yw1de will go to f\auondl and we will
find cul which are to be voted on at the Albert Hall AGM i 1 June when the final

agenda is issued.

With the business over, '\/Icmbels Sﬂtt]bd down to hear Mrs May Parker's talk
entitled "Other Pijm Gardens”. With clear colourful slides, she took us to the
cardens of Geolf Hamilton, RO&:L'ﬂdi}' Verey and Beth Chatto. Also featured
were the stunning thododendrons of Castle Drogo in Cotnwail and Pewsey in
Wiltshire with its elegant parkland and lake dcmfﬁ‘; covered with water lilies.
she ended with pictures of her own "chocolate box" cottage near Oxford which
she shares with her husband. The land surrounding the cottage was originally a
rough site containing iumbled down buildings and pigbuc Mrs Parker du;;gu
stunning colfage-style gardens to the back and front. Such is their glory that
fouring “coach drivers olten slow down so that péi%fﬂ%i‘s may qdmm Soon,

masses of mauve and white crocuses will be the attraction. Pat, a keen p Slans-
~-oman who has recently created her own beautiful garden at Ch ac,o;:f!be, enthu
‘astically thanked Mrs Parker for her delightful siide siiow.

Instead of the usual raffle, coins were collected for ACWW (Associated Country
Women of the World). Norma and f\mz served refreshing cups of tea and
excellent chocolate and fruit cakes. Glennis won the competition for a garden
posy with Jean second and Greta third.

Please bring a friend on March 8% which
AR SN SH MU S MW SN, promises to be an ent tertaining afternoon with

Aromatherapy , Swedish Massage | [ duU vils 1 CO0K g f‘f‘f‘f T, lﬂht Hearted
Indian Head Massage,  Reiki, VIOI}Ologues“ An amusing short poein s
A }‘EO}!SQEC ﬁﬁ.ftlid@ o .E!{:?I.E;th. -,1{_;_‘{-'_‘_1 sl e f:-.l-. ‘f‘! 1*\{\‘1’{! jOll

Virginia Bennett RGN 01 29"’?86"'73

Qj,@w’ “\‘“W’ V\.,; / Gl

’\
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EASTER FAYRE

SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY MARCH 5th 12 — 3pm

All proceeds in aid of World Challenge Expedition in Bolivia 2005
young people working with impoverished communities.

Delicious light lunches and teas. Faster flower baskets and plants.
Specialist hand made cards. Human ‘Fruit'Machine. Children can visit the
Princess Parlour, or decorate an Easter Biscuit, or guess the number of Easter

Eggs. Superb raffle. And much morel
Please come and support this really worthwlijle project
Lucy Meyler. If you want to know more, cal| 780282

EASTER EGGS WITH A DIFFERENCE!

An alternative and very special Easter “Good Gift” is available
from Oxfordshire charity Transrural Trust

The tradition of painting eggs at Easter goes back thousands of years.
In northern Romania it is practised as an art form all year round, with
women of all ages transforming blown duck and goose eggs into ob-
jects of astonishing beauty and complexity. Transryral Trust, an Ox-
fordshire charity working to help poor families in the mountain areas
of Romania, is selling the eggs this Easter to raise funds for their Ro-
mania project. Priced between £4 and £10, they make wonderful and
very special Easter presents. We would love to see you at our special
Egg Days, which take place at Crawley Mill, near W itney, on the last
two Fridays and Saturdays before Easter. There you will be able to see
a stunning display of painted eggs in many different colours and de-
signs. If you can’t make it to Crawley, you can still buy from the cata-
logue featuring some of the best designs. For details or 1o request a
catalogue telephone 01993 771230 or visit www. lransrural.org. Egg
Days are on Fridays and Saturdays 11th/12" and 1§%/19¢h March at
l6a Crawley Mill, Crawley, Witney. Gillian Rose of Transrural Trust
will also be judging the painted eggs competition ar Shotover ¢ ountry
Park, Oxford, on Easter Monday, 10.30am - 1.00pm.
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CAPE COLLECTION

Happy New Year from a very hot, dry and windy Cape. While the rest of the
world and indeed, other parts of South Africa, are suffering from storms and floods
we are experiencing a water shortage. Poor winter rains followed by a fairly dry
spring and an even dryer summer has meant that the dams are now very low. We are
not allowed to water the gardens except for half an hour a week with a hosepipe,
which really doesn’t do very much. The gardens are looking very sad as the lawns
have gone brown and the shrubs are wilting.

We have also had very high temperatures already and on top of that; the
south-easter has blown a gale for weeks! The fire risk is exceptionally high and sev-
eral fires have already broken out. The hardest hit as usual, are the people in the infor-
mal settlements i.e. shacks, as they burn quickly being so close together.

Meanwhile, the rest of the country, and particularly, Johannesburg has had
lots of rain. Typically, Johannesburg gets summer rain in the form of thunderstorms
and some of these storms have washed away properties and people. Just before
Christmas, places along the Garden Route, like Knysna and Wilderness had flash
floods, which did an enormous amount of damage.

However, this all pales into insignificance if we think about the tragedy in
South East Asia with the tsunamis. The horror and scale of that disaster almost defies
belief. Lots of people have stories of friends or relatives who were either caught up in
it all or had a near miss. Our landlord, who is sailing his yacht around the world, was
due in Thailand for Christmas where his one daughter and son-in-law were joining
them. We e-mailed in panic and after a week of no news decided to phone the daugh-
ter to see if they had arrived home. We’re pleased to say that all is well. They were
due to spend Christmas on Phi Phi Island, which was completely devastated. Howev-
er, they damaged their dingy coming out of a harbour and sailed north to get it re-
paired. They then decided to have a quiet Christmas on the boat as a family. They
never felt a thing when the tsunamis hit! They are undecided what to do next as the
original plan was to sail to Ski Lanka which of course suffered badly.

The forces of nature certainly surprise us from time to time with devastating
effect.

Reflecting back on the state of South Africa and particularly the Western
Cape over the past year we're glad to say that it continues to grow and develop at an

o DAVID MALONE oo 1

HIUH CLasS PAINTER AND DECORAT it

John Muilley ' Cherington
RC MCCT BAAC : Warwickshire (
CV36 SHP :
AM Clinic, Banbury: 01285 262100 : >
Bicester Chiropractic Clinic: 01869 321166 | { Tel: (01608) 685908 P
Or: 01295 780629 CLT.R NDA OCN
Decorative Paint Finishes and Paperhanging & Speciality
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outstanding pace. Houses are being built all over the place and the value of property
went up by about 30% last year. In Somerset West there are lots of new shopping
malls going up to support the new estates. The only worry is whether the i nfrastruc-
ture will support this development. So once again, we’re back to the water shortage!
In spite of the strong Rand, we’re still getting lots of tourists who seem to want to
return having experienced the beauty and hospitality of South Africa. Some are still
buying houses here even though the government has threatened to stop foreigners
OWning property.

On a personal note, we had a quiet Christmas and New Year. We went to
Franshhoek for a few davs over Christmas, staying at a wine farm where they have a
very good restaurant. The accommodation was delightful comprising a small cottage
with its own plunge pool next to the vines and a wonderful view across the valley.
Franshhoek is only a 45-minute drive from here but we felt as if we were on holiday
all the same. The rest of the time was spent with friends and playing some golf,

Next week our visitors start to arrive and in February we have a family wed-
ding on a wine farm. We’re going on a few excursions, up the west coast to Paternos-
ter and up the Garden Route to Knysna. We also have some Sibfordians visiting in
March! We’re busy planning our holidays for the-rest of the year. We've already
booked to go to Mauritius again in July on the same golfing holiday that we did last
year but this time we’re staying for two weeks. It’s a hard [ife!

From a very warm Cape Town, we wish you all the best for 2005.

Pat and Steve Bates

Village Hall News

Sunday Markets will take place on 6th March and 3rd April in the Vil-
lage Hall from 12 noon (set up from 11am). To book a table for £5 please ring
01295 251339. To donate items for sale in aid of hall funds please ring 780025

Hiring of Village Hall: We would ask that all people hiring the Hall do please sweep
the floors after use, clean the kitchen work tops and the cooker if used, and turn all lights out
and lock all doors on leaving. We have had complaints recently from hirers leaving the
floodlights on - please read the notice under the

timing button and avoid upsetting our neighbours. Richard Wallin gton
TO HIRE THE VILLAGE HALL - please ring Builder

01295 780461. ' Block Paver Drives A Speciality

The Annual Village Fayre is scheduled to Also Extensions, Patios
take place on SATURDAY, 25 JUNE Again an- High Quai'lfe?\(/:inkg Etc- -

g e ’ : . i OrK, rree cstimate

yone‘mtelested .m Ihelpn:xg on the day or attending 01295 7803;05 07743 93254;
meetings to organise this event please telephone (Sibford Gower) (Mobile)

Ginny on 780373.
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Sibford Gower Village Pond

Readers of the Sibford Scene will know that Sibford Gower Parish
Council arranged with The Ponds Conservation Trust for a survey of
the village pond to be undertaken.

This was with a view to future maintenance, to help enhance its appeal
to wildlife and to make it attractive to residents and visitors alike. A

Neighbouring Garden
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T7A Emergent

Mlgr Emergent.

% ,"1-."
View - View




member of the Trust, Mr. Rod D'Ayala, carried out the survey and his
report is currently being considered by members of the Pond Commitiee
and the Parish Council. His suggested pond lay-out which, when fully
implemented, should mature into an attractive feature rich in interest
and biodiversity.

Obviously preparatory work will have to be carried out and if any
readers of the Sibford Scene would like to help with this rewarding
project please phone the Clerk, Peter Hardman (01295 780391) and he
will be pleased to register your interest.
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A New Years Day To Remember
Sixty years on I still remember New Years Day 1945. At that time | was
a Royal Signals radio mechanic attached to B Squadron of the 22nd Dra-
goons, a flail tank regiment. At the beginning of December we moved
into Holland from one of the many forts around Antwerp which had been
our base while the Dutch islands on the north side of the river Scheldt
estuary were cleared of German troops so that the port could be used for
allied shipping. The new base for our squadron was the village of Cast-
eren with the school as our HQ, and I, with two others were billeted in a
farmhouse. Regimental HQ was at Wintelre on the edge of Eindhoven
airport, then in use by the RAF.
At that time we were beginning to be allotted short leaves to places like
Paris, Brussels or smaller places, our first leave since the 24 hour passes
home which were all given in May 1944, before our D-Day camp at Pet-
worth House, Sussex was sealed for briefing to begin and we found
which of us were to accompany the tanks on D-Day and which, like my-
self, would follow later. When my turn for leave came it was to the town
of Sottegem in Belgium starting on New Years Day which was bright
and frosty. We donned best battledress and boarded a lorry and all our
weapons were stacked at the front, ready to be handed in to the armoury
at regimental HQ.
As we reached Wintelre there was a sudden sound of low flying aircraft
and gunfire, the lorry stopped suddenly and there was a shout from the
cab. "Get out quick and into the ditch". The planes were German Focke
Wulf 190's which were attacking the airfield at tree top height. I was not
very happy with our position as both we and our lorry, were in full view
of the planes which were coming in singly over us to shoot up the air-
field. I spotted the concrete base of what had probably been a milking
shed with a drainage channel about nine inches deep and an upright slab
of concrete on its far side. In a quiet moment I nipped across and laid in
the channel where I could peer round the slab to see the incoming planes.
There were also some twin engined jet fighters zooming around the sky
high up but I could not identify them at that time. It was not until the fol-
lowing March when I got a home leave from Germany and | was able to
consult my fathers Royal Observer Corps silhouettes that 1 found that
they were Messeschmitt 262a's.
When the action ended I lay where [ was for a while because in a previ-
ous (friendly?) bombing raid back in August I had thought it was over
and got out of my trench too soon. A dragoons officer shouted to me to

14



get back under cover as there was still one more wave of bombers to come
and their 'sticks of twelve' started to fall all over again, On that occasion we
listened to the news report later but it just said that in g daylight raid by seven
hundred Lancaster,s, four thousand tons of bombs had been dropped on Ger-
man forces escaping from the Falaise pocket, but we knew where a lot of
them had fallen. The long line of red cross vehicles, ambulances and three-
stretcher jeeps up on the Caen - Falaise road to the West of us told its own
story.

When the Dutch people came out of their houses they started pointing in my
direction so I lay still for a little while longer and then pretended to walke up,
yawn and stretch and get up which caused a laugh. Then we carried on (o
HQ. handed in our weapons and carried on to Sottegem where we had a very
enjoyable break. We were billeted on volunteer Belgian families who made
us very welcome and the lorry took us on trips to Bruges and Ghent.

We later learned that other airfields had been attacked that day by the [uft-
walffe in support of their winter offensive aimed at splitting the allied armies
and driving a wedge right through to Antwerp. However the US paratroops,
although surrounded, held on to the communications centre of Bastogne and
the offensive became the 'Battle of the Bulge'. An ex RAF friend of mine
from Moreton in Marsh. whose airfield near Brussels was also attacked that
day, told me that the Messerschmitt 109's which attacked his airfield were
preceded by thirteen Spitfires with black crosses on them. He said there were
180 Spitfires on the airfield and not one was serviceable after the raid. The
friend with whom he joined up at the outbreak of war was among the dead
and he helped carry him to his grave.

We enjoyed the rest of our winter stay in Casteren and then in February we
were off to the mud of Mijmegen to support the push by the Canadian army
down through the Reichwald Forest into Germany and then [ had my home
leave while preparations were going on for the Rhine crossing.

Bob Lamb
The Firs, rlops Norton, Banbury, XI5 50D

Email: graphissdiract@anl com RE THERE FQR mﬁg
g CARE
All aspects of tree care underiake:
Speclalsing In reduction/removal of
trees lii confined spaces
Supplier of logs & chippings
Over 20 ag experience §
_ _ Fully Insured s
Theresa fack For & free quéte rm® n ohint please
contacth:
Arthur Whits (he Tres Chap) 01295 788543
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD
If you are a new resident of Sibford and have not yet received a copy
of the "Welcome to Sibford" booklet, please telephone Pauleen Inns on
780702 (Gower or Burdrop) or Ann Bishop on 788188 (ferris), and a
copy will be delivered (o you. The information will help to make you
feel at home - by acquainting you with the services, schools, clubs and

societies that are currently active in the villages.

Plot of Land available for use
East Side of Hawk’s Lane, Sibford Gower

Sibford Gower Parish Council has a small plot of land in Burdrop which is available
lo any resident in the Parish who would like to use it for its former purpose as an
allotment or simply maintain it as an attractive area of open space. The plot enjoys

wonderful views across the valley.

Should you be interested and for more information, please contact Sibford Gower
Parish Council Clerk (Peter Hardman on Tel: 01295 780391).

Sheila Job Lcn

il Consultations by appointment

!l Family budget scheme available
For details please telephone

01295780468

Children’s Day Nursery, Epwell
Full day care for children 2%
te 5§ years

«  Full and part time places

+  Open Monday to Friday
8.00am ~ &4,00pm.

»  Excallant Dfsted Report

The nursery provides excelient opportunities for children to
enplore and learn at their own pacs under the guldance of
trained, exparianced and caring staff,

For further information ring Julia

Tel: (01295) 780580

Fire Lighting Wood
For Sale
£2 per big bag
Call in anytime and ask
for Mick Canning, at
The Old Malt House,
Sibford Ferris 780321
Tel; 01295 780321
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Bed .Breakfast

AGDON FARM
Nr Brailes
Comfortable rooms
in old stone farmhouse
Tel: Maggie Cripps
01608 685226




Sibford Gower Parish Council
A Meeting iook place on Frigay, 219 Tanuary 2005, ¢ Gur Vansh
Councillors, Coun[y and lell ict Cllr George Reynolds, two lo\,tu residents
and the Clerk were in attendance, Cllr Eric Payne (C] wairman) welcomed those
present. e signed the minutes of the previous meeting as a true and correct
record. The agenda was a full one and matters discussed included the steps
leading to 1 -6 Pound Lane - ownership is still to be established so that re-
pairs may be put in hand. Costings are to be sought with regard to the erec-
tion of a light to assist those using the steps at night. Village pond - having
recelved recommendations from The Ponds Conservation Trust, Oxford for
planting and maintenance to benefit wildlife and combiie a visually attractive
appearance, implementation is now to be thought through by interested par-
ties. (Please see the separate article in this issue of the Sibford Scene.) Cllr
Peter Abbott, as a result of a ballot, had been appointed to the Cotswolds
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and he ha&: been requested to report any
relevant matters to the Parish Council as and when they occur. The Clerk re-
fuh,d to the Review of Subsidised Bus Services following his attendance
with Mr Mike Harper-Tarr (representing Sibford Fersis F PC) at a presentation
by Oxfmc.shne CC concerning the forthcoming awarding of public transport
contracts. A full report on this matter was included in the previous issue of
the Sibford Scene. As to the fulure of the land in Burdro p bequeathed to the
Parish Council by the late Miriam Tebbs, it was dLler d to advertise locally
lo ascertain whether any resident may care to put it to some use. (please refer
to the separate article printed in this issue.) No planning a polications far con-
sideration had been received since the previous Meeting. There remain sev-
eral highway matters where remedial work is still required and the Clerk is in
correspondence with Oxfordshire CC but the Council had been advised by the
Assistant Area Engineer that he is trying to do what he can within the re-
sources available but some of our local matters are very low priority. Never-
theless, the Parish Council wili persisi in its efforts to have the works carried
out. With regard to financial - atters, the Conneil gave consideration to L.
setting the precept for the financial year 2005/2006 and having taken into
account the knovmn ortgoings (including costs in connection with a contri-
bution towards additional church burial ground) and possible « SREEnAIe 2
&7 - Continued on p |8



figure of £3,875 was submitted to Cherwell District Council. Turning to The
Freedom of Information Act - General Right of Access - January 2005, enquir-
ies may be made of the Clerk (Peter Hardman - Tel. 01295 780391). Depend-
ing upon the nature of an enquiry, an appropriate charge may become
applicable. The Council discussed the South East Plan in respect of which
every household will receive, in due course, information. Cllr Martin Layer in-
dicated his willingness to attend a meeting organised by Oxfordshire CC where
the implications of the Plan will be set out. He will provide feedback from that
meeting when the Parish Council next meets. The date of the Annual Parish
Meeting was set for Wednesday, 4™ May 2005 and it will commence at 7.30pm
in the main hall of Sibford Gower En-

Patrick Bowen Fine Art Consuftants| dowed Primary School. The next Parish
Council Meeting will take place on Friday
18" March 2005 in the usual room at the
o School starting at 8pm, The Chairman

| closed the meeting at 9.40pm after thank-
’ \ g all who had been present.

Patrick Bowen BA {Hons! Lo, BRICS
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I wish I’d remembered to say....
What was it they said 29299

Have you ever come out of a doctor’s appointment without asking all
the questions you had or not remembering what you’ve been told.
[t’s hard to take things on board when you’re under pressure. Par-
ents of children with Special Educational Needs often have exactly
the same experience when talking to professionals about their child’s
education. It’s so much easier if they have chance to talk it through
before hand or check after a meeting just what was said or agreed.
Could you support a parent in this way? All you need is

7 Some spare time

? An interest in education

7 To be good at listening and seeing things through
[t doesn’t require a regular time commitment; you get to decide how
much time you can offer.
Training is provided and all expenses paid so you won't be thrown in
at the deep end or out of pocket.
INTERESTED?

Ring  Oxfordshire Parent Partnership Service
on 01865 810516 for details

or e-mail GODSWELL NATURAL
parentpartnership@oxfordshire.gov THERAPY CENTRE
.uk Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham

Banbury, Oxon 0X15 4ES

# 7 g fr iy

Acupuncture, Alexander Teclnique,
FRANCIS MORDAUNT Ag?'themémm Therapy,
- ropody, Chiropractic,
VISITING CI-HROPODIST Cranio-sacral {herapy, Homoeopathy,
To enquire about a Home ‘\r’i::;ir.,'I mlgl.-f’.,i Rutrition, Physiotherapy,
‘ 3 - eiology, Remedial Massege,
please telephone; Reild, Spiritusl Healing,
012-95 730615 Shintsu, Yoga.
Professional Foot Care mRARRR
In Your Own Home Fully qualified professional therapists

For information Ring 01295 720347
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SIBFORD GOWER PRIMARY SCHOOL

ART EXHIBITION
& CRAFT FAIR

Saturday 19" and Sunday 20" March 10.30am - 4.30pm

Admission Free

More than 230 paintings by numerous national and locally renowned artists
Excellent cafe serving refreshments throughout the day
General enquiries (School Office) 01295 780270

Exclusive Preview Night

Friday 18" March 7:30 to 9:30
Wine and Nibbles Included
Admission by ticket only £5 available from: 01295 780832

HOOK NORTON,

(1 mile north of village)
Phone:

01608 737349 vl

www.firs-garage.com SYDajhatst

* Sales (New & Used) * MOTs
* 3 year unlimited mileage * Parts
warranty (New) * Body work
* Optional 12 months warranty * Insurance estimates
* Part exchange welcome * Attendant service (Fuel)
* Off Road demos * Jet wash
* Service * Friendly service &lots more!

* Vinyl graphics: for vehicle graphics, signage, magnetic, banners, etc.

ESTABLISHED 1960
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A FAMILY BUSINESS

The Firs Garage would like to thank the local community
for their loyal support, it is much appreciated.
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