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Tsunami Fund Raising Concert
The Antonius Players and Louis de Bernieres with

Craig Ogden, Peter Adams, Alison Stephens
~ Matt Platt and Supergrass

will perform at

St Marys Church, Bloxham

Sunday 13th February at 7.30 pm
Tickets at Sibford Post Office

Saturday 26th February
“Bluesy Susie”
at the Village Hall
Childrens Workshop 4.00-5.00 pm
Performance 8.00 pm




Nature Notes
Dec. 13th. Having sung every day for nearly a month as though spring had
come our song thrush is resting. Some mornings he has combined with a mistle
thrush and a robin to make a bit of a dawn chorus.
Dec. 15th. A heron landed on our lawn at lunchtime but was soon off again. |
expect it could see that the pond was nearly dry. '
Dec. 20th As I watched birds feeding at our bird table I was thinking about
how much their habits have changed in response to the plentiful supply of
food in so many gardens. Bullfinches that used to eat the seeds of the nettles
that grow around the table but never visited it now ignore nettles and fly di-
rectly to the globe feeder to get sunflower seed. Starlings and robins have
learned to hang onto the tube of peanuts and longtailed tits that used to pass
through ignoring the bird table now make a bee line for it. Goldfinches have
been coming for peanuts and now niger seed, which is a more natural feed
for them. I think these changes have all taken place in the last decade and 1
wonder how easily they could revert to natural feeding after a few genera-
tions of luxury,
Dec. 24th My cousin Richard rang from Kitchener in Canada. He had a
heavy snowfall overnight and had been digging out the paths in a tempera-
ture of -10°C. |
Dec. 28th It was probably the same heron that landed on the lawn again to-
day. It may be one that specialises in visiting garden ponds but found ours
still very low as we have had little rain to fill it since it last came.
Jan. Ist With a total rainfall of 29.66 inches 2004 was a good deal wetter
than average. August was the wettest month with 5.37 inches then October
4.86". The driest were December at 0.96" followed closely by February
L,
Jan. 8th Last nights gale blew quite a few small dead elm trees out of the
hedges and some branches off healthy trees. In the norway maple branch that
blocked our back gate there was a squirrels drey. It had dead leaves on the
outside and a thick lining of what looked like fine wood shavings which I
think they collected from the dead branches of a large leaved lime that grows
close by. [ have often seen them stripping it off and it certainly makes a very
warm nest.
Jan. 15th My granddaughter spotted two white deer in the field below
Grounds Farm. It is likely that there were others of natural colour with them
that did not show up so well and so in the distance went unseen. The song
thrush has started singing again after a rest of nearly a month.
Jan. 18th Being January, foxes are calling frequently as they seek a mate so
nights are noisier.
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SIBFORD SCOUTS GIVE TENTS TO
TSUNAMI VICTIMS
1st the Sibfords Scout Group

Over the years our camping activities have changed and the Cubs and Scouts prefer to use
small 2 or 3 man lightweight tents to the larger 8-man very heavy versions we purchased
in the early 1990°s. All are made of 160z canvas complete with flysheets, ground sheets
with heavy-duty poles and guy ropes - ideal for shelter from heavy rain and winds.

The heavy weight and large size presented a problem. Each tent was packed in
three large valises and weighed a couple of hundredweight. All the major charities were
unable to accept them. However we followed up an appeal on BBC South and found a
charity in Oxford who was prepared to take them. The Scouts sorted and checked out three
tents so that they were complete with pegs etc and ready to erect,

The tents are destined for either Srilanka or Indonesia. The person at the collec-
tion centre thought that Indonesia was most likely because the charity Humanity First had,
at that date, arrived at a location in Indonesia that no other relief agency had reached. The
victims were desperate for shelter from the monsoon rains. There must have been about
100 tents being packed ready for a flight out. Most were small hike tents, but I did notice
a couple of large tents that had been donated by Guides. We have put a note in each of the
tents explaining where they are from with a contact and email address in the slim hope that
we might find out where they eventually end up.

We plan a fundraising event, probably in early March to raise funds for more

equipment and aid - WATCH THIS SPACE! (see page 4)
_ , P
. Fapnics, CURTADMGS & SOFT FURMIFEIRGS ¥ ) J
Handsewn & interlined curtains & CARPENTRY |
pelmets-our speciality - PLUMBING
Roman & Roller blinds ELECTRICS
Customised design service and HEATING INSTALLATION
home consultaacy KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING
Every kind of fabric from many BUILDING WORKS
leading manufacturers

Decarative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings SECURITY

Looss Covers and Lampsbade making

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE

ch,m& A I~ SLOGAL SERVICE

aljpapers & Bedspreads & : EELY 01295 780

Inserior Decoration Headboards 'FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMAT3E585
No job too large

Excellent local references available

Tel/Fax: 01295188145




SIBFORD TOTS AND BABES

We meet every Tuesday during term time at Sibford Gower
Village Hall from 10.30 until noon.
For more information please contact
Phillipa on 01608 686918 pippawatts@hotmail.com
Or Rebecca Skinner on 01295 780495

Ist The Sibfords Scouts
Coffee Morning , Bring and Buy Stall and
Ploughman’s Lunch
Sibford Village Hall
Saturday 12th March 2005

10.30 am to 2.30 pm
All Proceeds to the Tsunami Appeal

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/ 788348

Your Local Convenience Store

Your local newsagent, we deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to
all the surrounding area, always a wide selection of newspapers and magazines
available in the shop. Place your regular order today
Bread, cakes and savouries baked on the premises throughout the day.

We are your local National Lottery Agent
Photocopying, fax and mailing service available on the premises.
Agents for Dry Cleaning and Laundry.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh
fruit & vegetables, pet foods, medical and toiletries and lots, lots more......
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery 7 days a week.
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 5.30am to 6.00pm

Sunday 5.30am to 1.00pm
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Friendship Club

Christmas has once again been and gone, we have enjoyed both a
Christmas dinner and a Christmas tea. Thank you to the committee who
once again came up trumps with their lovely refreshments and thanks must
go to the many helpers who worked hard getting the room ready, clearing
away and doing the washing up. Thank you also to Peter who came pre-
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NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS |
' D.R.BOVILL, B.A.
PLANNING & DESIGN CONSULTANT

PRIVATE AND TRADE ENQUIRIES - PLEASE CALL

01285760609 OR 07890 591783

BUILDING REGS. SUBMISSIONS |

pared to entertain us but unfortunately the
afternoon went so quickly we were unable to
enjoy his lovely music.

In January we were able to go to see
the beautiful Christmas lights in Stratford
and have a meal at Broom Hall near Bidford
on-Avon.

Diary Dates for February,
Tuesday 1st. Feb. Village Hall, 2.00 pm
Sylvia Brown will be entertaining us with
“Experiences on a Milk Round”,
Tuesday 15th. Feb. Outing to be arranged.

The Bishop Blaize Inn
17th Century Freehouse
Burdrop, Sibford Gower
Tel. (01295) 780323

Sam and Sheila welcome you.

Senior Citizens Winter Special
25% QFF all meals on our main menus board
- Monday - Friday Lunch (For persons 65 and over)

Dont forget - Monday night is take-out night
Fish or double jumbo sausage and chips - NOW includes ALL meals from our childrens menu
QUIZ NIGHT - our quiz night will now be the last Sunday in each month until the end-of
March, 2005 - 8pm start
NO food will be served Sunday evening October to March
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The topic of dinosaurs is currently a roaring success with
the children of playgroup. From making flying pterodac-
tyls and giant papier méché imodels to sharing books on
dinosaur skeletons and playing dinosaur hopscotch, the
staff have been truly inspiring the children with this half-
term's work. Alongside all this prehistoric pleasure, the
children (and staff) have been getting to grips with their
new state-of-the-art computer, complete with fun educa-

tional and exciting games. The purchase of the computer was made possivle by the

bumper profits raised at our annual Bazaar last year - 0 a big thank you to all of you

who gave us such great support.

We are almost at capacity numbers at playgroup at the moment (with a few spaces

available after Easter) and if you have children wishing to join our happy and thriving

group in the future we would advise that you contact us soon on 01295 7889938 to

place your child's name on our waiting list.

Methodist Chapel

‘“{an

We would like to thank evervone Come and join our very friendly

who attended our “Christmas Cof-
fee Morning”, we raised £340 to-
wards the Chapel funds. Also thank
you to everyone who came and
made our carol service such a suc-
cess. £126 was taken in the collec-
tiorn L100 of which has been sent to

yoga class on Monday mornings in
Sibford Village Hall 9.30 - 11 am.
Ring Maddy Lesser 01608 685726
if you need more information, or
just turn up.
Bring your own mat if possible.
£25 for 5 sessions or

the Tsunami Earthquake Appeal.

£6 per session.

}gﬁ@“ 'ﬁ%ﬂgv i E
Hook Norton
Oxfordshire OX15 5DF
Tel: 01608 - 737387 Fax: 01608 - 737370

Home Cooked Food daily Lunchtimes & Evenings
Traditional Sunday Lunches
Haook Norton Real Ales  Courtyard Garden
Car Park Accommodation Available

Croprietors: Stephen & Karen Coots-Willisms

Contributions for the
Iviarch
Sibford Scene
to the Shop or Editor
by

February 15th

SR P ]
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A dark, blustery January evening was brightened when members
and their guests enjoyed an evening of social amusement based
around the era of the 1920°s and 30’s. The village hall was soon

buzzing with chatter and laughter and everyone was able to enjoy
a warming glass of mulled wine or hot fruit cup before sitting down to a delicious
supper provided on a ‘bring and share’ basis - it seems to get better every year.
After supper the fun continued with music and verse in line with our theme. Our
thanks to all who came, those who took part in the entertainment and those who
helped the busy committee behind the scenes.

Although we don’t have a formal meeting
in February we have arranged our annual
walk in aid of Katharine House Hospice
on Saturday 5% March meeting at The
Brambles, Woodway Road at 10 am.
Robin Spicer will be leading our walk
which will be about 5 miles in length (no
more than that!)  Stout shoes are
advisable as paths can be very muddy at
this time of year. Hot soup and bread will
be served on our return to the barn.

Our Annual General Meeting will be on
Thursday 17" March when we will
present the of our local
churchyard, the programme for the
forthcoming year will also be announced.
We look forward to seeing you then.

survey
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Telephone 788505
Lavandar Cottege, Bovads En:“;mm,
Shford Gower, Bonbwry OX15 5RT

HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK

01608 738109 / 07831 571176

Re - Upholstery
| Antique & Modern
Dining Chairs Easy Chairs Arm Chairs
Three Piece suites Etc.
Furniture Repair
20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
B. WEBBER
01295269362




W.I1.News

We were almost a full house for our meeting on the 14% December. Glennis

& read out greetings from three members who had moved away, Margaret

2 Elldred, Brenda Power and Margaret Baynes. Jane gave a fascinating ac-

count of the course on Dance Mix that she attended at Denman College in

November. She also told us about the three part Music Tasters course featuring Elgar,

Rachmaninov and Saint-Saens which took place at Chipping Norton. Mary and Kath-

leen were in charge of tea-making to accompany the plates of delicious mince pies,

fruit bread and cakes brought by members. We exchanged small gifts and entertained

each other with readings and poems, some very humorous and others on a more serious
seasonal note,

We met for our first meeting of the New Year on January 11" The President
welcomed a good attendance despite a number of apologies from members who were
ill. Our Treasurer, Barbara, collected the annual subscriptions. It was noted that Lynda
and Glennis would be attending a Resolutions Meeting at Chipping Norton on 13t
January. It was requested that as many members as possible attend the Planning
Meeting on 24" January at Greta's home. Jane, the new Programme Secretary, is
hoping for lots of good ideas.

Our speaker, Maureen Rhymes (herself a W.I Member), took us "back to
school" for a mini-science lesson. Her talk entitled "Science in a Picnic Basket" was
aimed at investigating the chemistry behind common household products. She had,
indeed, brought along a picnic basket full of powders and liquids and, at her
invitation, members had come armed

with items of their own choice. Tables, DON'T BE LEFT OUT!
set with phials and spatulas, gave rise to |Buy your very own signed copy now
some anxious looks but the experiments "There is a Destiny"
were all very light hearted and soon eve- A novel by P.C. Calveley

ryone was having fun. Lynda gave the

vote of thanks. (local author)

"A gripping kaleidoscope of

Miriam organised the teas and interesting times"
her blueberry muffins were much en- "A real page-turner"
joyed. Norma won the competition for a "Certainly catches the flavour
favourite kitchen gadget with Rosemary of an era"
2" and Jane and Glennis joint 3. Hardback 483 pages £12.95

Free delivery within ten miles of

rarker will speak on "Other People's Sibfords or £3.00 p & p

Gardens". Please bring a garden posy to Ring 07973795-333
enter in the competition. GH Or 01295 780565
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EASTER FAYRE

SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY MARCH 5th 12 — 3pm

All proceeds in aid of World Challenge Expedition in Bolivia 2005

young people working with impoverished communities.

Delicious light lunches and teas. Easter flower baskets and plants.
Specialist hand made cards. Human ‘Fruit'Machine, Children can visit the
Princess Parlour, or decorate an Easter Biscuit, or guess the number of Easter

Eggs. Superb raffle. And much more!
Please come and support this really worthwhile project
Lucy Meyler. If you want to know more, call 780282

Play Area Questionnaire
With this issue of the Sibford Scene you have a short questionnaire
about the Play Area in Sibford Ferris. Please take the trouble to fill it in, even if
you live in the Gower or Burdrop, and return it as we are more likely to get a
playground the kids will like if it is their ideas which drive the selection of the
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equipment. If you have never visited the
Play area and are uncertain of its location

J [ see the map below,
1\:

THE * Fish on a Friday*
INN Fresh Fish Specials every Friday
| i — +—  from Torbay. You'll be hooked!
| § Pr—— wordGover— Take-Away Orders Every Friday
s fom 6.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.
Enjoy traditional Fish and Chips wrapped in
o newspaper in the comfort of your own home.
AOER Cod in the Inn's Best Bitter Batter
or our Famous Fish Cakes £4.95 per portion
¥ Callin to place your order and have a drink
To ook NoRToN Cret Axigents) while you wait!
*Ladies Dining Club*
MLSM M SN SN oM &M < em Every Tuesday Night, groups of two or more

Aromatherapy , Swedish Massage
Indian Head Massage, Reiki,
A Holistic attitude to health.

Virginia Bennett RGN 01295780373

Q Q <
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Ladies only may dine from the Menu de Jour
all night with 3ll house wines at half price.
The Inn at Sibferd Gower, Temple Mill Road,
Sibford Gower, Near Banbury,
Oxfordshire, 0X15 5RX
Tel: 01295 788808 Fax: 01295 788806
E: office@imatsibfordgower.co.uk W:
www.infatsibfordgower.co.uk




Sibford Gower Parish Council

A Meeting was held on 26th November 2004 in the usual venue - Sibford
Gower Endowed Primary School. It was attended by all the Parish Council-
lors, the Clerk and three local residents. During the period since the previous
Meeting only one planning application had been received and discussed.
Two planning application decisions had been received from Cherwell DC.
Cllr Martin Layer gave an update on his ongoing enquiries into the land at
the rear of the Sibford Ferris development. He also gave an account of his
attendance at the recent Waste Management Strategy Meeting. He provided
the literature which he had received for perusal by the other Members of the
Council. A letter from Tony Baldry MP concerning Community Policing
was discussed and a response, as far as Sibford Gower is concerned, is to be
formulated. The extension of the Church burial ground was a subject for dis-
cussion. Costings are still being gathered and when they are all in, the Clerk
will present them to the Councillors for consideration as to what financial
assistance they may feel able to justify bearing in mind that the sum in-
volved will have to be precepted with the resultant impact on residents' local
tax. A response is awaited from the Lansdscape Officer, Cherwell DC as to
whether she may have any thoughts as to the best way forward with the land
which was bequeathed by the late Miriam Tebbs. There would appear to be
not a great deal of interest from local residents as to its usage but thanks are
extended to those who have made suggestions. Quite a few nitters still need
the attention of the Highways Department of Oxfordshire CC hut, despite a
request for an update prior to the meeting, information is still awaited. Sug-
gestions and recommendations for the village pond are still awaited from
The Ponds Conservation Trust, Oxford following its "on-site" research. The
Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.15pm after thanking all those who had
attended.

PH

DAVID MALONE

HIGH CLASS PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Acre Ditch
JOhn MUEEQy Sibford Gower
DC MCC BAAC Banbury
AM Clinic, Banbury: 01295 262100 | eshan iR ahy -
Bicester Chiropractic Clinic: 01869 321166 | | Tet: (01295) 780546 CI'TB REGISTERE
Or: 01295 780629 Broken Colour Effzcts and Paperhanging a Speciality
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SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL NEWS

The Sunday Markets restart on 6% February from 12 noon. Refreshments
Available. More items have been donated for sale on the Village Hall Table in aid of
Hall funds including books. To book atable for £5 please ring 01295 251339, Ifyou
have items to donate to the Hall please ring 780025. These Markets have been a good
fund raiser over the last few years but we do need your support to visit them, otherwise
they will sadly come to an end.

On SATURDAY 26" FEBRUARY we have the last of this season's Arts (@)
Large musical evening in partership with Cherwell District Council. Bluesy Susie )
will be performing at the Village Hall from 8 p.m.  We will have a licensed bar and
doors will be open at 7.15 p.m. Bluesy Susie is a Jazz Duo. Susie Smithwick and
Craig Webb have traveled the country performing up to 250 concerts a year. They
play music from the 1920's to present day covering classics from periods of jazz,
blues, rock 'n roll, salsa and pop, using vocals and guitar. Audience sing-a-long is ob-
ligatory! Very informal and lots of fun. Length of performance - two 45 minutes with
a 15 minute interval and is suitable for all ages. Tickets £6 / concessions £4.

For the first time we have arranged for Bluesy Susie to run a Children's
Workshop forages4 to 11 from 4 to 5 p.m in the Village Hall at £2 per child. We
hope this will appeal to a lot of youngsters and that you will support this Workshop.

All tickets for these two events are on sale at the Sibford Ferris Village Shop or
ring 01295 780025. We really do need your support for this event otherwise there is no
point in taking part in this Scheme in the future. The Village Hall have to pay 60% of the
cost of the evening performance and 70% of the Workshop and therefore need a good few

youngsters to take part AT ONLY £2 EACH!  Please tell your friends as advertising by
word of mouth is the best possible way.

Hiring of Village Hall: We would ask that all people hiring the Hall do please
sweep the floors after use, clean the kitchen work tops and the cooker if used, and turn all
lights out and lock all doors on leaving. We have had complaints recently from hirers
leaving the floodlights on - please read the notice under the timing button and avoid upset-
ting our neighbours.

TO HIRE THE VILLAGE HALL - please

ring 01295 780461. Richard Wallington
The Annual Village Fayre is scheduled Builder

to take place on SATURDAY, 25% JUNE Block Paver Drives A Speciality

Again anyone interested in helping on the day or Also Extensions, Patios

attending meetings to organise this event please Fencing etc.

telephone Ginny on 780373. High Quality Work, Free Estimates
The Annual Quiz will hopefully take 01295 780705 (07743 932545

place towards the end of the year. (Sibford Gower) (Mobile)
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BUS SERVICES FOR THE SIBFORDS

The Parish Councils of Sibford Gower and Sibford Ferns would like to ensure that
all residents are aware of what is available to them by way of local bus services. As
readers of the Scene, you will probably know that the essential information is given
on the inside back page in every edition. However, with the future of the 480
Shipston to Banbury service under County Council review and some changes to
other services, it seemed sensible to give an updated account of all the services from
the two villages.

The Free Bus Service is provided by the Town Estate Charity. It operates twice
a month from Sibford Gower to Banbury on a Thursday (drop off near the Post
Office/pick up at the end of Broad Street), and twice a month from Sibford Gower
to Chipping Norton on a Wednesday (drop off at The Bookshop on West Street/
pick up near the Methodist Church on West Street). The bus picks up from The
Colony (a few minutes before 10.00 am), the crossroads, H igh Meadow and the
Village Hall, and the return pick-up is at 12.00 noon. The service glives passengers
approximately 1hr and 40 minutes at both destinations. The dates on which the
services run are published in the Scene.

The Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme, operated by Banburyshire Community
Transport Association, BCTA, provides transport to Banbury for the elderly and
those with disabilities, together with their escort, in a mini-bus with tail lift. This is
a door-to-door service and must be booked at least one day in advance (phone
263777 between 9.00 and 11.00 am). The rural service operates on Wednesdays
and now also on Thursdays. BCTA say that they will try to accommodate most
people requiring transport, so it is always worth a phone call. Concessionary bus
passes and tokens can be used with this service. The standard single fare is £1.60,
but with a bus pass, the retumn fare is £1.60. Escorts without bus passes will be
charged the standard fare. Once again, for further information. please phone
273086. (Village clubs and societies may wish to note that BCTA will also quote for
group outings.)

The Cherwell Villager service, also run by BCTA, is continuing to run for the
present. It operates on Wednesdays only, to Banbury and back via Hook Norton
and Bloxham. The Villager turns in from Hawkes Lane, runs past the Surgery and
the Bishops Blaize, through to the Ferris, turning right at the T-junction near
Sibford School and on to Hook Norton. As there has been no recent uptake of this
service, BCTA have suggested that anyone wishing to use the bus should call on
273086 beforehand so the driver will know to look out for them. If a number of
people was interested in using the service, but would like the bus to use a different
route, this could also be discussed with the operator (Kevyn Powell on 273086). The
single fare is £1.40, return £2.80 and bus passes and tokens can be used.
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A timetable for the 480 Shipston to Banbury public service is published in each
issue of the Scene. Copies of the full timetable may be obtained from the village
shop, Peter Hardman, Clerk of Gower Parish Counci] (780391) or Anita Spencer,
Clerk of Ferris Parish Council (788557). The timetable includes information on bus
stops within the Sibfords and in Banbury, and also price information to Banbury. Due
to limited space, information on prices, etc to Shipston has been omitted, but may be
obtained by telephoning the operators on the numbers given on the timetable.

Those eligible for concessionary travel passes (for information, contact Cherwell
District Council on 252353) may apply at the Cherwell Council office by the bus
station or at Bodicote House. They are free buta passport style photograph is required.

You may recall that all residents of Sibford were asked to complete a transport
survey form last autumn. The completed forms were analysed by the Oxfordshire
Rural Communities Council (ORCC) and the following points were noted, which
may be of interest to parishioners.

Of the 110 who responded, 7.3% experienced mobility problems although were
still able to drive; over a third used the 480 bus to Banbury, which was by far
the most popular destination for shopping and car drivers (although the actual
number of car drivers using the buses was higher than non-drivers); 13.6% of
respondents used the 480 to Banbury on a regular basis (once a week or more);
transport to GP surgeries was not an issue; 76% of those not using the buses or
using them infrequently found the car to be more convenient

As mentioned previously, the Cheney portion of the 480 service is under review and
its future is uncertain due to budget cuts and rising costs. The Geoff Amos portion is
funded by Warwickshire County Council under a Section 106 agreement which only
has two more years to run. A copy of the summary of the ORCC transport survey report
mentioned above has been sent to the County Council as requested by them, and the
two Parish Councils have also made written representations on behalf of parish-
ioners that the villages would like to keep the 480 service in its present form.

The County Council has to be aware of the cost of providing services. The more a
service is used, the better its chance of survival. Why not give it a try - no parking
charge, direct to the town centre, and you may help to keep a service for those who
have no alternative?

We hope that yoﬁ will find this information usefil

Sibford Gower Parish Council Sibford Ferris Parish Council




Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting, 10® January 2005

There was a full agenda for the meeting, which was attended by one member of
the public, and progress was reported on several items. The Play Area Liaison Group informed
members that advice had been taken from the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association on how to
develop play facilities for the village. As a result, the Liaison Group is asking villagers, via the
questionnaire included with this edition of the Scene, what sort of equipment they would like
to see. When responses are known, the next step will be to ask selected equipment suppli-
ers to do a site visit and offer suggestions and quotations.

The two Sibford Parish Councils plan to secure additional land required for the en-
largement of the burial ground in the 2005/6 financial year, general agreement in principle hav-
ing been obtained from the Oxford Diocese.

The County Council have agreed to carry out a traffic speed survey, initially on the
Hook Norton Road, within the next month. It is hoped that the survey will be extended to
include Mannings Hill and the top of Main Street by Little London. The measuring device will
record vehicle numbers and speeds and, if a speeding problem is found to exist, the Parish
Council will look at options for traffic calming.

Representatives from the two Parishes attended a meeting in December on the future of
Oxfordshire's bus services including the 480 Shipston to Banbury service. Following this, and
in the belief that any service is more likely to be retained if well used, it was decided to
publicise all the bus routes available to the Sibfords. a separate note has been included in this
Sibford Scene accordingly.

The proposals for junction alterations at Lanes End have been discussed with County
Council officers and the Access Officer from the District Council. OCC has agreed that the
cobbled, "rumble effect" bell-mouth to be constructed on the Manor side of the junction to slow
traffic turning left to Burdrop will have a smooth section to enable people in wheelchairs and
with walking difficulties to cross easily. For the safety of pedestrians waiting in the bus stop
area on the east side of the junction, this will be marked by enclosed hatched white lines.

On the matter of the fields adjacent to the Manor development, it was agreed that the
Parish Council will write to the owners of the newly constructed houses between which the land
has been divided to ensure their awareness of the agricultural restriction on the land.

Unfortunately, it seems likely that at least two of the horse chestnut trees adjacent
to the Sibford School entrance on the Hook Norton Road are suffering from a serious disease
and that the County Council will have to remove them. The County Council has been asked to
replace any felled trees.

The Accounts to 31 March 2004 have been audited and displayed at the Shop, with
no major issues arising. The precept figure for 2005/6 was discussed at the meeting and a figure
of £3690 (£12.14 per elector) will be submitted to Cherwell District Council. The precept is 25%
higher than the previous year for the following reasons: a provision has been included for the
purchase of the additional land for the burial ground; a provision has been included for Parish
Council elections in 2006; and the cost of the new section of footpath at the top of Mannings Hill
will be recouped over a six-year period.

It was decided to change the day on which the Annual Parish Meeting will be held from
a Monday to a Wednesday to permit Clir George Reynolds to attend. The date for the APM will
be Wednesday, 27 April. All residents are welcome to attend and there will be an open
session for questions and comments from the floor. The date of the next ordinary Parish
Meeting is Monday, 7 March, 7.45 pm in the top floor room of the Sports Hall, Sibford School.
All welcome. Anita Spencer, Clerk
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Sibford Horticultural Society
In preparation for this years horticultural show, section E will be as foi.ows:
1. A cushion
2. A piece of tapestry
3. An item of cross stitch
4. A hand knitted article
5. An example of embroidery
0. A greetings card - made from any medium excluding computer cenerated.
7. A handicraft exhibit - please state size on entry,
8. "The spirit was willing" A craft item started but not finished.
Photography.
9. Photograph. "Flowers",
10. Photograph. Taken within the parishes of the Sibfords and Epwell.
11. Photograph. Sunrise or Sunset.
12. Photographic portrait "People at Work".
13. Photographic portrait - Animal.
14. Photographs of 4 related views - mounted on one sheet and named.
15. A black and white Photograph.
16. A piece of computer generated art.
17. An amateur painting or drawing.
In addition to all the usual classes, 'Plant a Potato' will be included in the
adults, 5 to 8 years and 9 to 12 years sections. The rules are as follows. Plant
1 seed potato (second early or maincrop will do) in a 9" diameter flower pot.
Water and feed it (talk to it if you wish) and then bring the pot and its con-
tents along to the show, undisturbed of course! The judge will turn out the
pot and weigh the crop of potatoes. Heaviest wins - its as simple as that!

Dead easy so - HAVE A GO!!1

Thee Firs, Hook Nerton, Banbury, 0115 50D

Email: graphicsdirect@®aol com EW’Q% EME%E FGR ?REE
E

Phone: Q1608 730555 rux, n1e0e naa27 CAR
! All aspacts of tres care undertaken
Speclalising in reduction/removal of
trees In confined zpaces
Suppliter of logs & chi ings
Cvar 20 years cxrurience §
| Fully Insured :
Theresa fack For a free quéte and a chat please
R BRI & B Arthur White (The Tree Chap) 01267 783549
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Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
THANK YOU

To all our helpers and all those who so generously supported the
Coffee Morning on 27th October
The proceeds amounting to £450.45 have been forwarded to G.D.B.A.

Deddington Writers Group, in conjunction with

Deddington Festival 2005

Isorganising a writing competition
short story (1500 words), non-fiction article (1000 words) poem (up to 36 lines)

on the theme of FESTIVAL. Entrants MUST be Oxfordshire residents.
Entry fee: £2 (under-16 entrants in the non-fiction and poetry categories, free).
£100 in prize money.
Send SAE for full details and entry form to: DWG Competition, 26 The Daed-
ings, Deddington, Oxon OX15 ORT; or contact: daeda@clara.co.uk
Closing date: April 16, 2005.

Fire Lighting Wood
For Sale
£2 per big bag
Call in anytime and ask

Sheila Job Lcs

Consultations by appointment fis¢ Mick © ; ¢
or Mick Canning, a

Family budget “he@ avaiabie The Old Malt House,

For detalls please telephone Sibford Ferris 780321

01295 780468 |

Tel; 01295 780321

Children’s Day Nursery, Epwell

&ﬁ “% ::J; :::,:-" for children 2': B ed & Brea k_fast
TARBEES | ooy AGDON FARM
0 e Nr Brailes

Comfortable rooms

The nursery provides excellent opportunities for children to

explore and lsarn at their own pace under the guldance of ill Old _Stone faMhO use
trained, exparianced and caring staff. - ®
For further information ring Julia Tel: Maggle Cl‘lpps

Tel: {01295) 780580

01608 685226
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PATIENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN
CHERWELL VALE HEALTH CARE

A "Patient and Public Involvement Forum" (PPIF) was established for Cherwell Vale
in February 2004. It has statutory powers to ask NHS Trusts questions and the Pri-
mary Care Trusts and Acute Trusts are legally obliged to provide a response. They
aim to make the NHS more patient-centred and by being a member of a patients' Fo-
rum or attending any other meetings in public (which are promoted via the local pa-
pers), you have the opportunity to influence the way health services are provided in
your local community. Priorities identified for the Cherwell Vale PPIE up to March
2005 include:

0 To observe, record and report back to the Trust on how its public
involvement and consultation is going and whether it is effective.

0 To review and monitor the range of hospital discharge home care packages
and to obtain the PCT's commitment to improve and ensure equity of these
services. .

0 To obtain the PCT's commitment to improve care for people

suffering with dementia in general hospital settings,

O To become involved in collecting public opinion and to voice
this on any issue felt significant by members of the forum.

[f you, or anyone you know, might be interested in becoming a Forum member, you
can contact the Forum via John Appleton, Chair, PPIF Cherwell Vale, OACPPIH.
5> Bankside. Hanborough Business Park, Long Hanborough, Oxon 0X29 8LJ,
telephone 01993 886643, email info{@oacppih.org .

Bed & Breakfast or Self Catering
Self Contained & Over Looking Garden

‘THE LOFT”

COMPANY

Inspiring a generation to say NO to magnolia!

FOI'ge House | EVERY FORM OF
Swalcliffe INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
Comfort & Privacy PAINTING AND DECORATING
Contact Carole Ralph 01295 257785 o
Tel/Fax: 01295 788677 il R

Mysite.freeserve.com/the loft
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Sibford Stores & Post Office

Our customer party on 16 December 2004 was a lively and most enjoyable occasion with
a number of customers returning for a second visit! It was good to be able to spend some
time, although not long enough, chatting with all of those who attended and also to see
some new friendships being formed, A first, we believe, for this shop was to have 4 peo-
ple all over 90 in the shop at the same time! The air in Sibford must be an excellent tonic.

Results of the Free Draw at our Party on 16 December 2004

Prize No
DVD Player 250
Teddy Bear 133
Bottle of Wine 312
Portable Radio 237
Beach Towel 274
Roses Chocolates 2l
Cosmetic Bag 230

Winner

Rachael Keeling
Kate Foley

Roger Nicholls
Richard Springate
Cedric Brown
Brian Brookes
Phil Edmunds

Many thanks for the Christmas Cards and Gifts received from so many of our
customers. We do hope you all had an enjoyable Festive Season and we wish you

all a happy and prosperous 2005.

TRE& WQRK S%Cl ALEST

| ® Tree Work ® Hedges
) AH T}’DGS Reducad/ Trimmed
i ® Wood Chip
) g:mﬂw gﬂ ?’;{’f‘"ﬂ Mulch  suppried
S:r\r::ge L ® Garden Fencing
Minimum ground Al TYPES
Disturbance Supplied & Emscted
Free Quotes & Friendly Advice
| 01608 738109/ 07831 571176 §
\22 The Glebe, Hook Norton OX15 5L
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BVE BACK PAIN CLINIC
ACHES & PAINST

I can help you!

Just visit the new clinic near
SWALCLIFFE

Contact - John McArthur
DC, BSc (Chiropractic)
McTimoney-Corley Practitioner

" TEL 077 40404 678
OR: 01295 788774
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are a new resident of Sibford and have not Yetreceived a copy of the
"Welcome to Sibford" booklet, please telephone Pauleen Inns on 780707
(Gower or Burdrop) or Ann Bishop on 788188 (ferris), and a copy will be
delivered 1o you. The information will help to meke you Jeel at home - by ae-
quainting you with the services, schools, clubs and societies that are currently
active in the villages.
This month we say WELCOME to:-

John and Penny Perris, who have at last taken up residence in West
Town House. We have all watched the long renovation with great intersst,
and I think we would all agree that they have done a fine job.Penny and John
have moved here from Kings Langley in Herts and they are accompanied by
their two flat coat retrievers Millie and Bess and a cat called Woody.

Jamie, Lianne & Kilian Aston moved into Greyote, Sibford Gower at
the begining of December. Jamie is a salesman working in Adderbury. Li-
anne 1s a full time mum and a very good cake maker, Kilion is attend ing, Play
group and looking forward to getting to “big” school. Jamie and Lianne are
keen gardeners and looking forward to “living off the land”. Lianne produces
some lovely cakes and preserves and hopes to do more of this in the villa ge,

some of you will already have seen

Patrick Bowen Fine Art Consuliaits | her flyers. They have 2 cats and 3
peking chickens
Patrick Sowen BA (Hons) Lend, MRICS
* z\r’ fidie T | m;g;rj ;zsfj G@B SWELL N A&Es *W?M%L
i b G THERAPY CENTRE
v | |Godsweli Lodge, Church Street, Blo chusa
®Bale and g siion Ffmz 2;;7} {ZSE gj B&ﬂb!&y, e gxrs, JES
Emiath palnickbows r;-f{;f-i}iﬁ[liyiai'ﬁfiﬂ,sﬂ ERRAEE
1 Arupunciure, Alexander Technique,
r / 1
FRANCIS MORDAUNT B A Al Micragy,
. “hiropedy, Chiropractic,
| MSSCh, FMCM cuunselling & Pyychotherapy,
VISITING CHIROPODIST Cranio-sacral therspy, Homosopathy,
To enquire about a Home Visit, NLP, Nﬁﬁﬂ??ﬁyﬁiﬁ?‘m Vi
pte ase te‘iﬂﬁh‘}iie; i F%.eﬁczﬁiﬁgy, f e Ma‘mwe“
g Reild, Spiritusl Healing,
01295 730615 Shiziva, Yoga.
Professional Foot Care nERany
In Your Own Home Eully gurlified professional therapists
_ For inf--matipn Ring 01295 720347
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SIBFORD GOWER PRIMARY SCHOOL.

ART EXHIBITION
& CRAFT FAIR

Saturday 19" and Sunday 20" March 10.30am - 4.30pm

Admission Free

More than 230 paintings by numerous national and locally renowned artists
Excellent cafe serving refreshments throughout the day
General enquiries (School Office) 01295 780270

Exclusive Preview Night

Friday 18% March 7:30 to 9:30
Wine and Nibbles Included
Admission by ticket only £5 available from: 01295 780832

HOOK NORTON OXON
(1 mile north of v1Hage)
Phone:
01608 737349
WWW. firs-garage.com

* Sales (New & Used} *MOTs

* 3 year unlimited mileage * Parts
warranty (New) * Bedy work
* Optional 12 months warranty * Insurance estimates
* Part exchange welcome * Attendant service (Fuel)
* Off Road demos * Jet wash
* Service * Friendly service &lots more!

* Vinyl graphics: for vehicle graphics, signage, magnetic, banners, etc.

ESTABLISHED 1960
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A FAMILY BUSINESS

The Firs Garage would like to thank the local community
for their loyal support, it is much appreciated.

20




TSUNAMI FUND RAISING CONCERT

Organised by The Antonius Players and Louis de Bernjeres
With

CRAIG OGDEN

“...the best classical guitarist of his generation”

PETER ADAMS

Principal cellist with the English Symphony Orchestra

ALISON STEPHENS

A leading exponent of the classical mandolin

MATT PLATT

Talented local jazz pianist and his trio MP3

SUPERGRASS

An acoustic set from the well-known Oxford band

St. Mary’s Church, Bloxham.

Sunday 13th February at 7.30pm

TICKETS £12 (£8 concessions) from the Village Shop
Email: ilone@hotmail.com or tel: 780697

What did I do with that 2004 Christmas 1ist?9?

It is to be found in the pocket of the olive green jacket, with an olive
green checked lining (M&S) hanging in the porch in the

Methodist Chapel.
Who knows, the list might do for What do you want fromﬂ
Christmas 2005!! your garden?
For (Garden Dcsign & Advice, 1

SIBFORD SALON Flating Flans, Sourcing

OF BEAUTY & Planing
01295 788463 ST T 01608685314
Botox - Red vein removal - Hydradermie || s e

Oxygen facials - Calgel nails o HIWC
Indian head massage - loads more o S S e
Regular offers - Gift Vouchers Gaf‘dcn DCngn |
www.sibfordsalon.co.uk

New clients 10% discount with advert || -t™ tm yowgarden dreams into reality.
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Church Services

Society of Friends
Methodist

Sunday at 10.30 am
Sunday at 11.00 am

Roman Catholic Mass Wroxton Sunday at 8.30 am
Brailes Sunday at 11.30 am
Baptist Hook Norton  Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of the Firstborn (Bridleways S.Gower) Sunday at 10.30 am
Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower.

February
Sun 6th Shutford 10am

Wed 9th Ash Wednesday, Swalcliffe 8.00 pm

Fri 11th Holy Communion 7.30 am
Sun 13th Family Service 10.00 am
Fri 18th Holy Communion 7.30 am
Sun 20th Holy Communion 9.30 am
Fri 25th Holy Communion 7.30 am
Sun 27th Holy Communion 9.30 am

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM

SWALCLIFFE

Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful

surroundings in our comjortable 1 &C
Farmhouse
CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR.

TEL. 01295 7806206

RED HORSE VALE LTD

All Types of Fuel, Coal, Smokeless, Gas,

Logs, Kindling, Barbecue Needs
Central Heating Oil, Oil Tanks & Coal Bunkers
Landscape & Building Materials, Garden Centre
& Garden Supplies. Farm & Country Sundries

Equestrian Products, Horse & Pet Feeds
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422),
Oxhill, Warwickshire CV35 ORL
Tel: 01926642832
Fax: 01926 642 853

Sun March 6th
Mothering Sunday
Family Service 10 am.

THE VILLAGE SHOP

HOOK NORTON
*NATIONAL LOTTERY™*

Grocery - Greengrocery - Bakery
Wines - Spirits - Confectionary
Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
Video Rental - Bottled Gas
Open Monday to Friday
7 am to 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
Sunday 8 am to 6 pm
Telephone: 01608 737245

%Mm&/ﬁyy
Remedeal. ﬁﬂdéﬂ(gg

Elizabeth Webber
MAR.LCSP (Phys)
12 years experience

Godswell Natural Therapy Centre
Bloxham, Banbury

Tel: 01295 - 788101
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Sibford Bus Services

Free Bus Service
To Chipping Norton Wednesdays February 2nd & 16th Departs 10 am
To Banbury Thursdays February 10th & 24th Returns 12 noon
Pick up points are; The Colony, High Meadow, Crasg Roads, Village Hall,

_Cherwell Villager 55 Sibford ~ Banbury

Wednesdays Only Outward Return
Sibford Gower 9.55 am The bus leaves
Sibford Ferris 9.57 am Banbury at 12.30
Hook Norton 10.05 am but arrival home
Milcome 10.15 am is variable due to
Banbury 10.30 am drop-off needs.

Cost £1.40 each way (National Bus Cards and Bus Tokens are accepted)
Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disabled people and escort to
Banbury (max fare £1.60) Door-to-Door sgwice. Book at least one day in
advance. Operates on WEDNESDAYS ONLY. Phone 263777 for details.
BCTA also takes bookings for groups of 8 or more on g weekly/monthly
basis (Wednesdays & Thursdays) to and from Banbury. Tel: 263777

BUS 480 - Times from 13 April 2004 - Mondays to Saturdays

From Banbury towards Shipston
GA CH GA GA CH GA CH GA

Banbury Bus Station dep.  08.45 10.50 11.45 13.45 1445 1610 17.10 18.10

SIBFORD GOWER School 09.10 11.1512.10 1410 1510 1635 1735 1835

Shipston, Pettifers Garage  09.31 11.36 12.31 14.31 --ee-ee 16.56 17.56 18.56
From Shipston towards Banbury
Sats M-F
CH GA CH CH GA CH GA GA GA CH
Shipston, Pettifers Garage 6.55 7.45 845 -- 9.45 11.45 12.45 14.4517.10 18.10
SIBFORD GOWER School 7.20 8.10 9.10 9.10 10.10 12.10 13.10 15.10 17.3518.35
Banbury Bus Station 745 835 935 935 1035 1235 1335 15.35 18.00 19.00

Buses serve Sibford Ferris two minutes before the times shown towards Shipston
and two minutes after the time shown at Sibford Gower towards Banbury.

Notes:  Sats = Saturdays only, M-F = Mondays to Fridays only,
GA = Operated by Geoff Amos. CH = Operated by Cheney Coaches.

Both companies will operate most journeys, where possible, by low floor wheelchair acces-
sible vehicles.

Sorry, No services on Sundays or Public Holidays
For complete times at all of the intermediate places that are gerved by 480 please see
new timetables on bus stops from 13 April or available from bus drivers beforehand.
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Calendar of Events

February

Tue Ist Friendship Club ‘Experiences on a Milk Round® 2pm p5
Sun 6th Village Hall Market 12 noon p11

Tue 8th W.I. ‘Other Peoples Gardens’ p8

Wed 9th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)
Sun 13th Tsunami Fund Raising Concert. Bloxham Church 7.30 p21
Tue 15th Friendship Club Outing p5

Tue 15th Deadline for Playarea Questionnaire Return.,

Tue 15th Deadline for contributions to the March Scene p6

Wed 23rd Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)
Sat  26th “Bluesy Susie” Childrens Workshop. 4-5pm p11

Sat 26th “Bluesy Susie” 8pm at the Village Hall p11

March (part)

Sat  5th Sibfords Society Walk. 10 am p7

Sat 5th Easter Fayre. Village Hall 12.00 - 3.00 pm p9

Mon 7th Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting 7.45pm pl4

Wed 9th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)

Thu 17th Sibfords Society AGM p7

Fri 18th Primary School Art Exhibition Preview Night. 7.30-9.30 p20
Sat 18 and Sun 19 Primary School Art Exhibition 10.30-4.30 p20

Wed 23rd Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)

Cover picture - Malvern House, Sibford Ferris.

Sibford Scene
Editor; Adrian Lamb. Grounds Farm, Sibford Ferris. 780380
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Treasurer; Timothy Wimbush, The Rectory, Acre Ditch, S.Gower
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Advertising; Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse, Sibford Gower,
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