August and September 2004 / No. 266
Sibford Horticultural Society

Annual Flower and Produce Show

Saturday 28th August 2.30-4.30 pm

At the Viliage Hall

Entry Night - Wednesday 25th August 7 to 9 pm at the Surgery
(or mn advance using the entry form in the schedule)
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust

Ride or Stride
Saturday 11th September

Please support this event by sponsoring a rider or strider and help a
cause from which our Churches benefit,

Holy Trinity Church
Harvest Festival and Bring and Share Supper

Saturday 18th September 5.30 pm Service
followed by supper in the Village Hall




Nature Notes

June. 24th. I had a very interesting afternoon when I went to look at a
bat that had been rescued from the driveway before predators found it.
We decided that it was a long eared bat and were looking at it wonder-
ing whether it was healthy when it suddenly flew from the box and
away up towards the roof of the house where there is a sizable colony.
[ was then taken to look at a garden pond built about 15 months ago.
Already there was a nymph case of a big dragonfly on a plant and while
we were looking at that a male broad bodied blue dragonfly came to
patrol the pond and settle on a stone close to us where it would have
made a nice photo. A few seconds later a female appeared; they mated
and she started dipping to lay eggs. The next thing that happened was
that the bat reappeared and twice flew down to skim a drink from the
surface of the pond with amazing neatness and accuracy. It then landed
on the garden and crawled around for a while and we decided that it
might be safer if we put it back in the box to release at dusk, but before
we could do that it took off and went into a clipped evergreen hedge
where we hope it stayed till evening.

[ was told that when the wind got up two days ago after a calm period.
clouds of whitefly were blown from the beeches in the next garden and
swallows came in great numbers to take them. There were also one,
perhaps two, spotted flycatchers nesting in that lovely garden.

July 3rd. I was shown a beautiful elephant hawk-moth that had come
into a neighbours house. A lovely moth that had hatched from one of
the rather leathery grey caterpillars that we saw several of last autumn.
July. 13th I was played a recording of the distinctive "quick ma click"
call of a quail which a neighbour made recently on Ditch Hedge Lane
picking it up on his camera. Several summers have passed since I last
heard one so I will go and listen for it.

July. 14th A young great spotted woodpecker is coming regularly to
feed at our tube of peanuts while robins and a blackbird compete for
the bits of nut that fall to the table.

July. 22nd I used to love to hear the rasping call of the native grey
partridge when I lived on the farm and while I was over there this *-
morning I heard it once more and managed to spot 2 birds running
away across a grass field. I could not see whether they had a covey of
young ones with them.
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Re: “England, that England?’ In July’s Scene:

Those in sympathy with the sentiments expressed by your anony-
mous writer might like to note that Owlswick Morris Dancers wil] be
paying their annual summer visit to the Bishop Blaize, by kind permission
of Sam and Sheila, on Tuesday August 10th at §.15 ish, when there wil]
be a chance to assess at close quarters the masculinity of our men so
abominably impugned by the villager in the article. (Don’t be fooled
though: some of us are women.) Come and enjoy traditional Cotswold
morris, a few tunes, and maybe some songs of the Minstre] Boy/Polly
Oliver type (though necessarily confined to the higher register.)

Funding

The Co-op is asking local community groups or charities to sign
up for a fundraising scheme aimed at Co-op shoppers, Supporters of
local groups who sign up for the Dividend Partner Card earn vouchers
worth 3p for every £1 spent on Co-op brand goods and Ip per £1 for other
items. The Co-op then sends vouchers to the designgted g
exchange them for cash. For further information visjt: |
op.co.uk/communitydividend or pick up a leaflet in-store.

ﬁddj ob

CARPENTRY

roup who can
P/ www.co-

FABRICS, CURTAING & SOFT FURNISHINGS _/

Handsewn & interfined curtains &
pelmets our speciality PLUMBING
Roman & Raller blinds ELECTRICS
Customised design service and HEATING INSTALLATION
howme consultancy KITCHEN & BATHROOM F
Every kind of fabric from many BUILDING WORKS -
leading manufacturers ' SECURITY
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings | -

Loase Covers and Largpshads maksng FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE

Cushéons Custom made i SLECAL SERVICE
Wallpapers ¢» Bedspreads ¢ HUGO SEELY o1
Interior Deconstion Headboards e 'OBUGATloﬁgEgrﬁfésss
No job too large

Excellentiocal references available

| Tel/Fax: 01205 188145




Agricultural Vehicles at Harvest Time

This is plea to all those who park their vehicles in the vicinity of Green's
Shop in the Ferris to be considerate to drivers of agricultural vehicles at
this busy harvest period. It is often very difficult to get through, espe-
cially where vehicles are parked on both sides of the road. Long trailers
on large tractors need a lot of space to pass a parked car. If all vehicles
park on the same side of the road. leaving a straight passage it will make
life a lot easier for the tractor drivers as well as avoiding snarling up the
village quite so often.

A little thought when you stop at the shop
really will help traffic flow

Please remember when parking vehicles overnight that we farmers do
work late into the evenings and, if we need to move large equipment.
tend to do 1t very early in the morning when there is less traffic. Nothing
seems to upset the residents quite as much as being woken up to move a
car before 6 am!

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317/ 788348

Your Local Convenience Store

Your local newsagent, we deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to
all the surrounding area. always a wide selection of newspapers and magazines
available in the shop. Place your regular order today
Bread, cakes and savouries baked on the premises throughout the day.

We are your local National Lottery Agent
Photocopying, fax and mailing service available on the premises.
Agents for Dry Cleaning and Laundry.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh
fruit & vegetables, pet foods, medical and toiletries and lots, lots more......
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery 7 days a week.
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 5.30am to 6.00pm

Sunday 5.30am to 1.00pm
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Sibford Horticultural Society
"T'was a dark and stormy night......" would be a good description of
our outing to Clematis Corner last month. The many varieties of clem-
atis were not enjoying the strong winds and rain but it was very kind
of Mr. Brown to show us round and give us a demonstration on propa-
gating clematis.
The next Horticultural event is the Annual Show. [f you have not got a
schedule (or lost it) there are a few spare copies at the surgery and the
village shop, along with the pictures to be coloured in for the children.
Please make a big effort to have a go at some of the classes. Whether
it is a photograph, craft, cake, flower or vegetable, there ig something
everyone could enter so we look forward to seeing lots of entries.
The Entry Night is Wednesday 25th August from 7 - ¢ pm at the
Surgery (or in advance to any committee member) and the show is on
Saturday 28th August from 2.30 to 4.30 pm.
We would be very grateful for donations of bottles, cakes and plants
for the stalls. There will be a raffle. teas. childrens games and books,
so a good afternoon is to be had at the Village Hall.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th September in the Village
Hall at 8.00 pm. The speaker will be Mrs Cropley who will be talking
about 'Unusual Bulbs'. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Q}i\"’p B@%‘ :
& 2 The Bishop Blaize nn
B = 17th Gentury Freehouse
« g Burdrop, Sibford Gower
zﬁ § Tel. (01295) 780323
q’*"éogbwﬂ‘a $am & Sheila wekcome you,

Enjoy our wellkept traditional ajes
Hiso our pew menu of fine traditional fayre
Don't forget, Monday night is take-out night
Fish or double jumbo sausage and chips

Now Serving Traditional Sunday Roast.
Roast Beef, Yorksbire Pudding

Roast potatoes, New Potatoes,
and Three Veg.
Book Barly To Reserve Your Table.

Please Note...our kitehen will now be cloged Sumnday evenings ungi March.
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The playgroup children ended the term with
a party to remember. It was a magical expe-
rience for all, as the children enjoyed unlim-
ited turns on a colourful carousel that was
hired for the occasion. A party lunch. ice-
creams, pass the parcel and mask-making
,q completed the entertainment and made for an
Gygr'o\ﬁ exciting end of term. Leaving gifts were be-
stowed to the children who will be going on
to school in September and the children presented Julie with a large
bouquet and hand-made card.
We look forward to welcoming the children back to playgroup on
September 2nd and wish all the children and their families a happy
and safe summer. If you want to contact playgroup during the sum-
mer holidays then please call Sally Gray (secretary) on 780102.

lllllllll

LEO

On July 20th. we all went for our annual summer outing to Churchill,
where we enjoyed a good meal and lots of laughs at the village pub
there, called Chequers. We were given a room to ourselves for pre-
dinner drinks and a dining room to ourselves for the meal. This was a
relief. as sixteen ladies can generate a lot of noise and this proved to
be the case! However, a good time was had by all.

There is no LEQ meeting in August |

The September one will be at Glennis's (The Mount, Sibford Gower),
where Lynda will give us a talk called "Holiday Happenings".

MW,
The Gate Bangs Bigh Inn e = o
——y Contributions for the
Oxfordshire OX15 5DF October
Tel: 01608 - 737387 Fax: 01608 - 737870 Slbf()rd SCGHG
Home Cooked Food daily Lunchtimes & Evenings 3
Traditional Sunday Lunches to the ShOp or Editor
Hook Norton Real Ales  Courtyard Garden by
Car Park Accommodation Available S ept ember 21st
Proprictors: Stephen & Karen Coots-Williams
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The Our summer walk this year was more of a gentle amble/
stroll as we followed directions and tried to find the answers
5‘5/[ orcds to many cryptic clues along the way. Setting off in small
ooty groups, puzzled villagers, new and ‘old’, found their way
around the Gower trying to unravel the thought processes of our
Masterminds - Ann and Robin Spicer. Some steps hz}d to be retraced to find
missed clues but eventually we all returned to the Bishop Blaize where our
cfforts were scrutinized. Congratulations to Margaret and Paul Hobson and
Eileen and Tony Haynes who managed to resolve all 28 clues successfully.
At least in Sibford we had a dry St Swithin’§ day apd we thank Ann and
Robin for arranging a most enjoyable evening which rounded off most
pleasantly in the Bishop’s garden!

We now have a break until September whel} Our autumn programme
recommences on Thursday September 16th with a talk by Peter Nob]e_ on
Steam in Agriculture. On Wednesday 15th. September, Swalcllffe

~ Historical Society meets in
Swalcliffe Village Hall at
8pm to ‘hear a talk about
‘How to date the age of
your home’. So book these
dates in your diary now. as
h We will meet before the
next issue of the Sibford
i Scene. We look forward to
| seeing you again after a

restful  and rejuvenating
summer break.

Re - Upholstery
LOG S Antique & Modern
. ) — Dining Chairs Easy Chairs Arm Chairs
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED Three Piece suites Etc.
Furniture Repair
| HARDWOOD LOGS 20 Years Experience
BULK OR BAGS Free Estimates
DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK N ;V%E%B%R
01608 738109 /07831 571176




/f-q\'"\
WY/ W.I. NEWS
i - . :

j\r/ lhe annual July garden meeting was held at the Shenington home
of Norma Alien this year. We weren't very optimistic about the
4 chances of sitting outside, but we were agreeably surprised to

have a lovely sunny afternoon, so that we could all sit on the lar ge
patio and listen to the usual business matters. including Lynda's record of
the last meeting. Then several members stood up and gave us reports on the
various outings they had attended. One had been to Cambridge, some to
Lower Heyford for a lecture on canals, accompanied by slides, some to a
Tadmarton cotfee morning, and some to a Cropredy tea, where there was a
walk lhr()wrh the village and Miriam won a flower arrangement. Mention
was made of the recent Village Fayre and members who had manned the
refreshment stall and/or provided cakes were thanked. There were com-
ments that we were very much down on the number of helpers this time and
that we would have to reflect on ways of boosting them next year.
Arrangements for the outing to Bowood House on 10th August were
finalised, and there are 50 people going. Please all meet at the Vill 19
at 9.30.

A letter was read out from Jean's 11 year-old granddaughter, Rebecca,
thanking W.I. members for allowing her to join her granny at some of the
meetings. She will soon be going to the Warriner, and we shall miss her.
Then our eyes began to light up! The S
table suddenly began to fill with
scones, fruit bread and delicious
sponges. Everyone quietened down at ¢
this point, while cups of tea were &E?’ﬁﬁ 1wall S
passed round, and the food was con- ELIERS Lt
sumed and much appreciated. Then 4@{ 7”“%{_, !
Norma was thanked for her hospitality |1 ush flowars in Sibford %@ ﬁr {%
and presented with a very pretty table .,:':‘g Corguous hand-tiod bunchas
dECOI'aTLiOH, made by Glennis. ,:f'@ Vissua ermp}mi! seasonal blooms
The afternoon finished up with a walk | 2& Woddings - pertics - chrisionings
round Norma's beautiful garden, about | ## Flowsrs for offies - shops

an acre in extent, with lawns and an ﬂ{?mj rostau atals
impressive array of colourful flowers. | ## { wncral fowers
We all seemed reluctant to go home, Foos bovad didiuny

having enjoyed ourselves so much. R, .
Velephone 188305

WINY . | 55

Lenvander Cattoge, Boads Foad Lo,

Sibford Gowar, Banbury C1X15 3RT
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Sibford Ferris Play Area

You may have read in last month's Scene that unfortunately the rounda-
bout at the Play Area in Cotswold Close was vandalised and had to be
removed as it was unsafe. It will cost about £500 to repair and we are
therefore looking for suggestions for a replacement item. Obviously, cost
and space will be a deciding factor, but all suggestions will be considered.
Also, 1f anyone is interested in resurrecting the Sibford Ferris Pl
Committee, we would be pleased to hear from you,
Please leave any suggestions or comments at the Village Shop, for my
attention. Anita Spencer, Clerk, Sibford Ferris Parish Council.

New litter bin in the Ferris
A green wheelie bin has been installed near to the Green's shop in the
Ferris which it is hoped will solve the problem of the overflowing small
litter bin which has now been removed. The wheelie bin will be emptied
by Cherwell District Council fortnightly as part of their normal domestic
round. Many thanks go to Graphics Direct for kindly providing the large
sticky label to identify the bin for litter.

ay Area

A Spencer SFPC

THE

Richard Wallington INN
Builder S—“b—E—Jr —_
: b Iblord Gower
Block Paver Dm.!es A Spe‘CIallty We are pleased to inform you that the Moody Cow
Also Extensions, Patios has now vacated the Wykham Arms and has now
Fencing etc. reopened as The Inn at Sibford Gower.

High Quality Work, Free Estimates | | We hope that you wil join us for the gourmet de-
01295 780705 07743 932545 | |lights that we have planned, such as Fish Specials

: ' , every Friday, Summer Steak Special every Sun-
(Sibford Gower) (Mobile) day and of course our famous Ladies Dining Club

every Tuesday evening. And don't forget to book

MO & SN SM M M &M & up for Father's Day on Sunday 20th June.
: ; We would like to take this opportunity to thank so
Aromatherapy , Swedish M . y
In'g:] HﬁyM W I‘:ﬁife many of you for your warm wishes and look for-
A Holistic " saget(; health. ? ward to welcoming you at 'The Inn".
The Inn at Sibford Gower, Temple Mill Road,
Virginia Bennett RGN 01295780373 Sibford Gower, Near Banbury,
Q Q Q Oxfordshire, 0X15 5RX
o 24 O RV Tel: 01295 788808 Fax: 01295 788806
é ’g‘i]'\‘*\‘é ’%\\ Cj 8"17\\ E: offfce@mnatsibfordgower,eo.uk )
9 W www.innatsibfbrdgower.co.uk




Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting

Many items were discussed at the meeting of 5th July, including
notably the play area, footpaths and litter bins. The annual inspection of the
Cotswold Close play area had been carried out by John Hicks, with no
major defects found. The items identified in the report as requiring atten-
tion had been dealt with. The vandalised roundabout was discussed once
more. A new roundabout would cost approximately £3000 (the old one will
cost £500 to repair). £3000 was felt to be a very large sum to spend on one
item and 1t was agreed to ask for suggestions for an alternative. via the
Scene. Villagers would also be asked if anyone might be interested in
reviving the Play Area Committee. (See separate item on page 9).

[t was agreed to give the go-ahead for the construction of the
footpath which will join together the existing path on Mannings Hill and
the new path put in by Swan Hill Homes along the edge of the field next to
the Manor development. Proposals by the Highways Department to enlarge
the pavement at Lanes End to increase pedestrian safety were also dis-
cussed and there will be further contact with Highways in order to establish
if any progress is being made.

The new green wheelie bin for litter, mentioned last month, would
be installed near to the shop as soon as a slab had been laid to put it on,
which Cllr Arnold Lamb kindly offered to do. (This is now in place.) It was
noted that the containers were still at the Sibford School drop-off point on
the Hook Norton road. but the meeting was assured that there are definite
plans to remove them. There had been further correspondence between the
Ferris and Gower Parish Councils concerning the extension of the burial
ground. Discussions with the Gower conceming a new permissive footpath
across Wheathills are also continuing. AS

DAVID MALONE

HIGH CILASS PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Acre Ditch : ,
John Mulley Siblord Gower
DC MCC BAAC Banbury
AM Clinic, Banbury: 01295 262100 Oxlordshire OX15 SRW :
Bicester Chiropractic Clinic; 01869 321166 Tel: (01295) 780546 CITB REGISTERED
Or: 01295 780629 Broken Colour Effects and Paperiranging a Speciality

_ MeTimony-Corley [l Also treats animals
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Sibford Gower Parish Council

A meeting was held on 9th July 2004 in Sibford Gower
Endowed Primary School and in addition to the Parish Councillors
and the Clerk, it was attended by County & District Councillor
George Reynolds and two local electors. The Audit Commission
Annual Return and the Account of Receipts and Payments for the
year ended 31.3.04 were approved. It was reported that Dr Pascale
Nicolet, a Fresh Water Ecologist, from The Ponds Conservation "
Trust had been invited to visit the village pond which she did on the
8th July and met there with interested parties with a view to giving
advice concerning the best way to both enhance the appearance of
the pond and attract wildlife. She will return shortly to carry out a
full survey and provide the Parish Council with her recommenda-
tions for consideration. The Clerk reported on a recent visit from
Oxfordshire County Council's Deputy: Engineer when a tour of the
village was made to inspect those places where remedial work is
required. Action was promised and the situation will be closely
monitored by the Clerk. A pathway to make access easier to the
Council's notice board has been completed. Other items op the
Agenda were the need for acquiring additional church burigl
ground, the feasibility of a pathway through Upper Wheathills Field
and the damaged seat at Burdrop corner. The next Meeting will be
at 8pm on Friday, 17th September 2004 to which local residents
are cordially invited.

Note: Please see separate notes in this issue of the Sibford Scene
concerning the village pond.

Seat at Burdrop Comer

It may have been noticed that the seat at Burdrop corner is i g
dreadful state of disrepair and it has been declared beyond salvation.
The matter was discussed at the recent Sibford Gower Parish Coup-
cil Meeting and a suggestion was made that someone may care to
finance the cost of a replacement in, perhaps, memory of a loved
one. Hence, this invitation to anybody who may be interested of
who has thoughts on the subject to contact any Member of the
Parish Council or the Clerk (Peter Hardman) on 01295 780391).
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Ride or Stride

Saturday [ 1th September
Cycle or walk around Oxfordshire
to raise money for the Church,
Chapel or Meeting House of your
choice and for the Oxfordshire
Historic Churches Trust. This event
is not about supporting any particular

religion but about keeping o
important buildings in good f
repair. How many times have you been given \
directions like “turn left just after the Church™?

This event helps to ensure the Church will still be
there to “turn left just after” in the future!

We have a great day out each year cycling or
walking to visit all sorts of Churches, Chapels
and Meeting Houses where you almost always |
have a welcome and an offer of a drink.
Some have a reputation for their hospitality.
it’s no accident that Hempton gets so many
cyclists at tea time! So come and join us and enjoy
a great day out. If you don’t like getting sponsors, ¢
come along. enjoy the day and putin a
contribution to the funds. Details from |
The Tuesday Night Bike Riders, or

Petra Berry

\ Arnold Lamb |
780462 |

780357




AFRICAN ADVENTURE

Long before the first white man appeared on the scene, they were
known as “Musi-Oa-Tunya” or the Smoke that Thunders. It was David
Livingstone, the legendary missionary, who ‘discovered’ the Falls and
named them after his Queen, Victoria. It must have been an awesome ex-
perience to come across such a natural wonder. He must have been puz-
zled by the appearance of what does look like smoke on the horizon and
as you get closer to hear the roar of the water plunging into the gorge be-
low.

It is still an unbelievable sight today as the mighty Zambezi river
suddenly disappears into the abyss to surge along a narrow canyon. Our
first glimpse was from the plane as it approached the town of Livingstone
on the Zambian side on the Falls. The Falls and the river mark the border
between Zambia and Zimbabwe. Zambia has become the more popular
side to visit since Mugabe has made it a bit unpredictable for foreign visi-
tors. The hotels on the Zimbabwean side are sadly empty.

We spent five days in Zambia, staying at a hotel on the Zambezi
river, just above the Falls. We could walk to the Falls, right to the edge
and down across a narrow bridge to get a view from further below. The
summer rains had been good this year so the water over the Fall s was
enormous, approximately 540 million litres (143 million gallons) every
minute! It is seventeen hundred metres wide, which from the side wag
difficult to gauge because the spray obscures your view. A raincoat and
hood are essential as it was like being in a very strong shower as the
spray swirls around you. There’s a constant rainbow or two over the Falls
which also makes it very pretty.

The best view is probably from above and we decided to take a
trip in a helicopter to get the full effect. Not only did we see the Falls
from all angles but we plunged into the gorge below the Falls and
skimmed the river between the cliffs - quite amazing,

So what else is there to do apart from gaze in wonder at one of the
world’s great sights! Well, for the really adventurous, there’s wild river
rafting, bungee jumping, flights in a microlight and jet boat riding. But
being of more advanced years we decided on calmer pursuits. We had a
trip up the river at sunset, otherwise known as the booze cruise, only you
get to see crocodiles and hippos as well. Steve went fishing one morning
for the legendary tiger fish - lots of bites but a case of the ones that got
away! He did catch a nice river bream however, and has got a photo to

13 Continued on pl4



prove it. While he was doing that I went for a ride on an elephant - as
you do! Now that was a wonderful experience and something I've al-
ways wanted to do. Not only did I get to ride one, I was able to feed
‘my’ elephant. sit on his leg, and listen to him ‘talk’. They are the most
remarkable creatures. \

Our final excursion was a day trip to Chobe Game Reserve.
Chobe 1s 1n Botswana but we were only an hours drive from the border,
where we crossed the river, African style in a small boat, and then drove
to Chobe which is only another half hour away. We had the morning on
the Chobe river, followed by lunch at a riverside lodge, and a game
drive in the afternoon. Well, we’d heard that Chobe was teaming with
wildlife and we weren’t disappointed. [ have never seen so much game,
50 close, in such a short space of time. We saw so many elephants, lion,
hippo, crocodiles, sable. and a python to name but a few. A truly memo-
rable day. '

So that was our African adventure which was a wonderful expe-
rience. Back in the Cape we've had some lovely warm winter days. We
still need lots of rain though, otherwise we are definitely heading for wa-
ter restrictions in the spring. We will be in the UK late August/ Septem-
ber so we look forward to seeing some of you then.

Pat and Steve Bates

DON'T BE LEFT OUT!
Get your very own signed copy now
"There is a Destiny"
A novel by P.C. Calveley
(local author)
"A gripping kaleidoscope of
interesting times"

"A real page-turner”
"Certainly catches the flavour
of an era"

Hardback 483 pages £13.95
Free delivery within ten miles of
Sibfords or £3.00 p & p
Ring 07973795833

Sibford Playgroup
are looking for an enthusiastic
new playgroup assistant for two
to three mornings a week from

September.

Please apply in writing to
Sarah Darvill
Playgroup Chairperson
The Old House
Main Street
Sibford Ferris
The closing date for applications
is Friday 27th August.
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ART EXHIBITION
By
Hazel Robinson
Saturday 4th September until Sunday 12th September
10.30 am to 4.30 pm
Teas available in aid of Tysoe Church
In a delightful cottage garden setting (weather permitting)
Hopkin House, Lower Tysoe

The End of an Era

A glorious day welcomed parents and children for the picnic
lunch on the primary school sports field and the send off for Jeff
Elliot’s last day. For more than 20 years Jeff has been the head
teacher at the primary school and the children had taken great delight
in giving him a day to remember. Many parents, came to join the
children for a picnic lunch and the children were delighted to see
Daisy appear with her wagon and horses to give rides around the
field. The addition of ice cream and a celebration cake made for a
very happy hour!

All the school let off balloons and presented Jeff with a new
bike as his leaving present (suitably covered with balloons, signs and
other paraphernalia) on which he did a lap of the field.

Many people came to bid their farewells including past gover-
nors, pupils and staff, and all wished him a very happy retirement.

We start the new school year with a new head teacher at both
the Primary School and the Friends School and wish them both well.

The Firs Mook Norten, Banbury (X153 8D0 "

Email: graphicgadiractéfaol com WE RE Tl"CEAkgEFOR TREE

All aspects of tree care undertaken

Specialising In reduction/removal of
trees in confined spaces

Supplier of logs & chipplngs
Over 20 em exporreiptceg §
Fully Insured =

Theresa Jack For a free quote and a chat please
congact:

Arthur White (The Tres Chap) 01295 788549

Phone: D1608 730858 e g1e0m 73027

!
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places are i

iy

Contact

to leave a mess in pubhc

indulging in
anti-social b

They can be increased to as much as £1,000 if contested in court.

blindness

IS YOUR ELECTRIC BLANKET SAFE?-
The District Council are offering free safety checks in
BANBURY on Thursday 9th September 2004
To book your appointment phone now
Telephone: 01865 815400 Minicom: 01865 815350
(Strictly on a first come /first served basis by pre-booked appointment only)

Chaldren s Day Nursery, Epwell
Full day care for childran 2V:
to 5 years

- Full and part time places

+ Open Monday to Friday
8,00am ~ 4,00pm,

- Excallent Disted Raport

The nursery provides excellent opportunities for children to
expitore and learn at thelr own paca under the guldance of
trained, exparienced and caring sta#,

For further information ring Julia

Tel: (01285) 780580
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Bed :Breakfast

AGDON FARM
Nr Brailes
Comfortable rooms
in old stone farmhouse
Tel: Maggie Cripps
01608 685226




WELCOME TO SIBFORD
If vou are a new resident of Sibford and have not yet received a copy of the "Welcome
to Sibford" booklet, please telephone Maureen Warden on 188252 (Gower or Burdrop)
or Ann Bishop on 788188 (Ferris), and a copy will be delivered to you. The informa-
tion will help to make you feel at home - by acquainting you with the services, schools,
clubs and societies that are currently active in the villages.
This month we say WELCOME tg:~
Joan Robinson, who has just moved into Staddle Stones, Bonds End Lane, Sibford
Gower. Joan was bom in Sibford Ferris and lived there for three years, before moving
to the Gower, until she got married and moved to Swalcliffe, Her house and garden
there became much too big for her, and she was thrilled to find a smaller property - a
chalet bungalow with a smaller garden - quite near to her brother and sister-in-law,
Joan was the headmaster's secretary at our primary school for 28 years: retiring in
1998, and so knows a lot of people in the two villages. She also helps out with the eld-
erly at the Fielding Day Centre, Having lived on the main road in Swalcliffe. Joan is
enjoying the peace and quiet in Bonds End Lane. All she can hear when she wakes in
the morning are the birds.
-0-0-0-
Next, we welcome Victoria and Mark Pougatch, who have moved into Temple Close,
Colony Road, Sibford Gower. They have three children: Sam 0, [sobel 4 and Saskia 2.
They also have a Jack Russell puppy, called Poppy. :
They moved here from London (Hammersmith), where they had been very happy, with
friendly neighbours, ete, 1 think they are finding there are friendly neighbours here
too! Victoria is a full-time mother. and Mark is a sports journalist for the B.B.C,
Mark likes to play cricket and enjoys gardening (he will have lots of scope at Temple
Close!). Victoria enjoys reading and playing tennis. They are hoth very excited to be
here and already love the village.
-0-0-0-
Anna and David Simpkins have moved into Folly Cottage in the Ferris They are ac-
companied by their Old English Sheepdog, Biscuit who was very happy to welcome
the welcomer, Anna and David have moved here for work from Lancashire and are
keen to get to know everyone and explore the area.

Bed & Breakfast or Self Catering
Self Contained & Over Looking Garden

‘THE LOFT”

Inspiring 2 generation to say MO to magnolial

FOL‘:{@ House EVERY-FORM OF
Swalcliffe INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
Comfort & Privacy PAINTING AND DECORATING
Contact Carole Ralph 01295 257785 |

Tel/Fax: 01295 788677
Mysite.freeserve.com/the loft

Approved by SELEX
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Village Pond
Sibford Gower Parish Council recently made contact with The Ponds Conservation
Trust with a view to seeking advice regarding the village pond and on 8th July 2004
a visit was received from Dr Pascale Nicolet, a Freshwater Ecologist. She met by the
pond with representatives from the Pond Committee and the Parish Council together
with other interested parties. She asked what was sought and she was given to under-
stand that we were looking not only to making the pond visually attractive but also
to enhance the aspects of pondlife. Dr Nicolet said that she would return shortly and
make a detailed study of the pond and then provide her written recommendations for
consideration. She made the point that only recommended water plants should be
installed and highlighted the fact that there are plants already in the pond which
should not be there and ought to be removed as their impact is not at all beneficial.
So. whatever the very kind thoughts and intent of residents may be, it is important
that plants and pondlife should not be put into the pond. The Parish Council and the
Pond Committee will carefully weigh up, in due course, Dr Nicolet's views and con-
sider a planting programme under her guidance
The Ponds Conservation Trust has a website which those with the availability may
wish to access and it is www.pondstrust.org.uk
Once more, an appeal is made that vehicles should not be parked on the verge to the
pond. They divert from the beauty of the area which is well visited and so, drivers,
please find alternative parking spaces especially in the cases where availability is
known to exist.

FOLLY FARM
BACK PAIN CLINIC

ACHES & PAINS?
TREE WORK. SPECIALIST I can help you!

. ;T%‘ggk g R Just visit the new clinic near
E%W;"’"‘?”:::i @ Wood Chip SWALCLIFFE

e g;ﬁgge Gﬁndfnn; . ::;:;n ::Z;g Contact - John. McArt.hur
Mnimam g ?jggdpismw DC, BSc (Chirepractic)

| . McTimoney-Corley Practitioner
Free Quotes & Friendly Advice |

01608 738109/ 07831 571176) TEL: 077 40404 678
g2t e, ook Neron 0115 513/ OR: 01295 788774
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QUIET DAY AT HANDYWATER FARM, SIBFORD GOWER
THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2004

There is no quiet day at Handywater during August: the next
meeting is after the holiday on Thursday 23 September. The centre of
our reflections will be Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor and the-
ologian, whose involvement with anti-Hitler conspirators led to his im-
prisonment and execution. His radical theologica] Wwritings continue to

be influential today.

People arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start, with a contribution to a
bring-and-share lunch, and the day usually ends around 3.30pm.

The final quiet day for this year will take place on Wednesday
20™ October, and will be led by the Rev. John Stroyan on the theme
"Praying with the mind in the heart’.

If you would like further information. or directions to Handywa-
ter Farm, please telephone Sue on 01295 788770, -

-

Jumble Sale

In aid of Katharine House Hospice
Saturday 23rd October 12-2 pm
At Sibford Village Hall

Should the inclination arise over the next couple of months to have a ‘sort out’
please feel free to dispose of any un-
wanted (saleable) jumble, books, bric-a-

brac cakes etc. with

Bernie Jones

(780343). Offers of help on the day

would be greatly appreciated.

FRANCIS MORDAUNT
MSSCh, MBChA
VISITING CHIROPODIST
To enquire about a Home Visit,
please telephone;

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care
In Your Own Home
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GODSWELL NATURAL

THERAPY CENTRE
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham
Banbiry, Oxon OX15 4ES

RERirdd
Acupuacture, Alexander Technique,
Aromatherapy, Art Therapy,
Chiropedy, Chiropractic,
CCm:nseu*mg & Psychotherapy,
Tanio-sacral therapy, Homoeopathy,
NLP, Nutrition, Physictherapy,
Reflezology, Remedial Massage,
Reiki, Spiritual Healing,
Shiatsu, Yoga.
Bk
Fully qualified professional therapists
For information Ring 01295 720347




Friendship Club
At our July meeting we had Mr Rodney Marsh from Johnson and Gaunt
to talk about '‘Making a Will' but he concentrated more on the reasons why
you should make a will and also entertained us by telling us some of the
strange requests which had been put to him during his years in the will
making department. He also explained what a 'living will' is which was
something quite new to many of us. The afternoon was concluded with tea
and cakes provided by Eileen and Daisy and served by Jean and Marian.
We have no meeting or outing in August but Mrs Bea Tanner with the help
of Sandra is having a Garden Party at 3 Acre Ditch, Sibford Gower on
Tuesday 17th August at 2.00 pm. Various stalls will be there and any
help which anyone can give in erecting tables and setting out chairs etc.
would be greatly appreciated.
~Our next meeting in the Village Hall will be on Tuesday 7th September
~at 2.00 pm. The September outing will be to Waterperry Gardens on
Tuesday 21st September. Coach details at our meeting.

Garagey

HOOK NORTON, OXON |

(1 mile north of village)
Phone: L
01608 737349
www.firs-garage.com
He offer far inore than the cin L garages at conniry prices.
* Sales (New & Used) *MOTs
* 3 year unlimited mileage * Parts
warranty (New) * Body work
* Optional 12 months warranty * Insurance estimates
* Part exchange welcome * Attendant service (Fuel)
* Off Road demos * Jet wash
* Service * Friendly service &lots more!

* Vinyl graphics: for vehicle graphics, signage, magnetic, banners, etc.

ESTABLISHED 1960
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A FAMILY BUSINESS

The Firs Garage would like to thank the local community
for their loyal support, it is much appreciated.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH NEWS

There was a most happy and successful Annual Church Fete
held on Saturday 17" July at the Sibford Village Hall. Perhaps not
quite so good an attendance as in prior years but certainly well
supported in the goods donated for resale, not least in the new
Children’s Toys stall. Though rain threatened al] day, which made us
change from the Rectory gardens, in fact it turned out to be a fine
afternoon and at least the cake stall did not suffer from the occasional |,
hot sunshine. A total of £1,035.54 was collected and thanks are
offered to both those who helped with stalls, teas, setting up and
clearing up as well as those who generously bought and donated.

All are invited to the Harvest Festival service will be held in
Sibford Church on Saturday 18% September 2004 at 5.30 pm
followed by the Harvest Bring and Share Supper in the Village Hall.

“Sea Sunday” proved a popular Family Service for adults and
children most of whom participated in”some way. The next such
service will be on Sunday 8t Au-
gust at 10.00 am. Another happy
occasion occurred recently in
Broughton Church when a cele-
bration of the Rector’s significant

What do you want from
your garden?
For: (arden Dcsign &-Advicc,
Hanting ﬂans, 50urcing

& [lanting birthday took place, organized by
Tek 01608 685314 Eveline Boughton.

(jarden Dcéign

'BUILDING PLANS ~—
 BUILDING REGS. SUBMISSIONS |

i NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS |

SIBFORD SALON
OF BEAUTY
01295 788463

Botox - Red vein removal - Hydradermie
Oxygen facials - Calgel nails
Indian head massage - loads more
Regular offers - Gift Vouchers e R R

o

www.sibfordsalon.co.uk : 01235780609 OR 07690 581783

D.R.BOVILL, B.A.
PLANNING & DESIGN CONSULTANT

New clients 10% discount with advert D om
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Church Services

Society of Friends

Methodist

Roman Catholic Mass
Brailes

Baptist

Wroxton

Hook Norton
Church of the Firstborn (Bridleways S.Gower)

Sunday at 10.30 am
Sunday at 11.00 am
Sunday at 8.30 am
Sunday at 11.30 am
Sunday at 10.30 am
Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower.

August

Sun Ist Young at Heart Service Epwell [0am
Sun 8th Family Service 10 am

Sun 15th Holy Communion 9.30 am

Sun 22nd Holy Communion 9.30 am

Sun 29th Holy Communion 9.30 am

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM

SWALCLIFFE

Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful

C B surroundings in our comforiable 18% C

A Farmhouse
CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL. 01295 780206

RED HORSE VALE LTD
All Types of Fuel, Coal. Smokeless. Gas.
Logs. Kindling, Barbecue Needs
Central Heating Oil. Oil Tanks & Coal Bunkers
Landscape & Building Materials. Garden Centre
& Garden Supplies. Farm & Country Sundries
Equestrian Products, Horse & Pet Feeds
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Windmill Farm. Banbury Road (A422).
Oxhill. Warwickshire CV35 ORL
Tel: 01926642832
Fax: 01926 642 853

September

Sun 5th Benefice Service. Shutford 10.30am
Sun 12th Family Service 10.00 am

Sat 18th Harvest Festival 5.30 pm

Sun 19th Holy Communion 9.30 am

Sun 24th Holy Communion 9.30 am

Sun 3 1st Holy Communion 9.30 am

THE VILLAGE SHOP

HOOK NORTON
*NATIONAL LOTTERY*

Grocery - Greengrocery - Bakery
Wines - Spirits - Confectionary
Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
Video Rental - Bottled Gas
Open Monday to Friday
7amto 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
Sunday 8 am to 6 pm
Telephone: 01608 737245

L@ Mm&égy
Pemedial. ﬂwﬂay&

Elizabeth Webber
MAR.LCSP (Phys)
12 years experience

Godswell Natural Therapy Centre
Bloxham, Banbury

Tel: 01295 - 788101
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Sibford Bus Services

Free Bus Service
To Chippy Wednesdays Aug 4th & 18th Sep 1st 15th & 30th D
To Banbury Thursdays Aug 12th & 26th Sep 9th &23rd Returns 12 noon
Pick up points are; The Colony, High Meadow, Cross Roads, Village Hall,

Cherwell Villager S5 Sibford ~ Banb,

—
Wednesdays Only Outward ; Retiitn

Sibford Gower 9.55 am 1.55 pm
Sibford Ferris ' 9.57 am 1.53 pm
Hook Norton 10.15 am 1.45 pm
Bloxham 10.35 am 1.15 pm
Banbury 10.50 am 1.00 pm

_ Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disableq people and
escort to Banbury (max fare £1.20) Door-to-Door service, Book at least one
day in advance. Operates on WEDNESDAYS ONLY .
Phone 263777 for more details,

BUS 480 - Times from 13 April 2004 - Mondays to Saturdavs

_ —=—Soarurdays
From Banbury towards Shipston

GA CH GA GA CH GA cn Gk
Banbury Bus Station dep. ~ 08.45 10.50 1145 13.45 1445 1619 17.10 18 10
SIBFORD GOWER School 09.10 11.1512.10 1410 15.10 1633 P195 143%
Shipston. Pettifers Garage  09.31 11.3612.31 14,31 ------- 16.56 17.56 18.56
From Shipston towards Banbury

Sats  M-F

CH GA CH CH GA CH GA GgA Ga CH
Shipston. Pettifers Garage 6.55 745 845 ----- 9.45 11.45 1245 14.4517.10 18.10
SIBFORD GOWER School 7.20 8.10 9.10 9.10 10.10 12.10 131 15.10 17.35 18.35
Banbury Bus Station 7,40 8335 935 935 1035 1235 1333 13.35 18.00 19.00

Buses serve Sibford Ferris two minutes before the times shown towar

: ' _ ds Shipston
and two minutes after the time shown at Sibford Gower towards Ban

bury.
Notes:  Sats = Saturdays only. M-F = Mondays to Fridays only.

GA = Operated by Geoff Amos. CH = Operated by Cheney Conchiss,
Both companies will operate most journeys. where possible. by
sible vehicles.
Sorry, No services on Sundays or Public Holidays
For complete times at all of the intermediate places that are serveg by
new timetables on bus stops from 13 April or available
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low flogr wheelchair acces-

480 please see
from bus drivers beforehand.

eparts 10 am
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Calendar of Events
August

Sun 1st Village Hall Market (see insert)

Sat 7th Coffee Evening in aid of Church at 4 Acreditch

Wed 11th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)

Tue 17th Garden Party for the Friendship Club p20

Mon 23rd Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting 7.45pm (Sports Hall)
Wed 25th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)
Wed 25th Horticultural Society Show Entries 7 - 9 pm at the Surgery p3
Sat  28th Horticultural Society Annual Show p3

September

Sat 4th to Sun 12th Art Exhibition in Tysoe p15

Sun 5th Village Hall Market (see insert)

Tue 7th Friendship Club meeting in the Village Hall p20

Wed 8th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)
Wed 8th Horticultural Society talk - “Unusual Bulbs® V. Hall 8§ pm p5
Thu 9th Electric Blanket testing in Banbury p16

Sat  11th Historic Churches Trust Ride or Stride p12

Wed 15th Swalcliffe Society talk “How to date your home’ p7

Thu 16th Sibfords Society talk ‘Steam in Agriculture’ p7

Fri  17th Sibford Gower Parish Council Meeting 8 pm Primary School p!1
Sat 18th Harvest Festival and Bring and Share supper p21

Sun 19th Village Hall Market (see insert)

Tue 21st Friendship Club Outing p20

Tue 21st Deadline for contributions to the October Sibford Scene p6
Wed 22nd Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.40 - 4.25pm)
Thu 23rd Quiet Day at Handywater p19

Cover picture - Cycling holiday in the 1920
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