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Sibford Gower Annual Parish Meeting.
Thursday 1st May, 7.30 pm, Primary School Hall

Sibford Ferris Annual Parish Meeting.
Tuesday 6th May 7.45 pm Sibford School Sports Hall

Warriner Choral Society at Sibford School

No. 253

Saturday 10th May 7.30 pm, Sibford School Main Hall

Art Weeks Exhibitions
Saturday 10th until 18th and 25th May

Sibford Horticultural Society

‘Alpines from here to Patagonia’
Wednesday 14th §.00 pm, Village Hall
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Nature Notes

Mar. 22nd Watched a rook collecting moss from our lawn (o line its nest.
The nest was in the tree above it but it had to fly in quite a large circle to
gain enough height needed to reach it. _

Apr. Ist I woke this morning to the song of a blackcap. I saw one a
week ago but as it was not singing I think it was one that had overwin-
tered here and will move north to nest.

Apr. 6th Saw a tree sparrow drinking at our garden pond. It is some
time since [ last saw one.

Apr. 8th I rescued a well feathered young collared dove from a cat and
put it as high up in a privet hedge as I could reach but | expect the cat
will soon find it again.

Apr. 12th We have been hearing a chiffchaff in the garden and today it
came into our glass porch eventually finding its own way out through
the open door again.

Apr.18th These last few hot days have brought out a few holly blue
butterflies as well as newly emerged orange tips and speckled woods.
Apr.19th What temperature variation we have seen over the last fort-
night. 1t was fairly average on the 5th when swallows were seen down
the Coloney but they must have had a rude awakening when from the
7th to the 10th the morning tem-
perature plummeted to 27°F up
here on the hill and probably lower

, B

down the Coloney. We even had a sl .
bit of snow on the afternoon of the

10th. Then we quickly changed to Handsewn & interined curtains &
become the hottest country in Eu- pelmets our speciality

rope with record April tempera- Roman & Roller blinds

tures in many places. I recorded Cmof::; fﬂ;m“ i
74°F 1n the 16th with a few other Every kind affabxic-&cciz many
days nearly as high but today is leading manufacturers

really cold again with a fresh north | Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Teimmings
east wind. Loass Covers and Lampshade making
Apr. 20th There are still a few g Caustam made . -
fieldfares around. Perhaps yester- -InWD ‘?. m&
days return to cold weather made

them stay with us for Easter.
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Dear Oxfordshire resident,

Living in Oxfordshire, you are almost certain to value its landscape and its rural beau-
ty. [thas a special character of its own, achieved through its unique mix of lovely villages and
attractive towns. Indeed, you live in the most rural county in the south-east of En gland. The
countryside is dominated by agriculture, from canalside Cropredy in the north to riverside
Wallingford in the south. The Thames and The Cherwell, The Windrush and The Evenlode en-
rich and shape our county. Oxford City, The Vale of White Horse, The Chilterns and The Cofts-
wolds all lend their history and geography to create a very particular landscape. Everywhere
there is a feeling of a unique blend of town and countryside, full of interest and tradition. I am
sure that you agree that all this is well worth preserving, The questions are: o will db it? and
Howwill it be done? The Council for the Protection of Rural England -CPRE - believes pas-
sionately that such an important matter cannot be left to chance. There are so many conflicting
pressures on this marvelous part of rural England that we have to work hard to represent it at
every tum. The altemative is to risk losing it forever. As our President, Sir Max Hastings re-
cently pointed out, this does not mean we are opposed to change. What it does mean is the fos-
tering of the stewardship of our inheritance: that we see ourselyves as guardians of our
countryside, working to ensure that our children and grandchildren can also enjoy what we have
been privileged to have experienced. We are committed to preserving the rural characteristics of
Oxfordshire. A current example of how we are tackling things is our focus on signage. You
have probably noticed the proliferation of roadside signs. Many of these are unnecessary, aes-
thetically poorand just serve to clutter up our villages and towns. We are seeking to influence

councils to develop more careful policies so
that only signs that are absolutely essential
are used. In this way we can help preserve
the natural appearance of our environment,
We approach all of our work through the
support and generosity of the people of Ox-
fordshire. As a registered charity, we rely
heavily on subscriptions and voluntary do-
nations. I hope that you will feel that you
would like to be alongside us in this valua-
ble undertaking. Please consider joining
CPRE as an active way of helping us to pre-
serve Oxfordshire's special landscape. Just
callme on 01865 874780 and ask for further
information and a membership form. [ look
forward very much to welcoming
you into CPRE. |

Yours sincerely

Margaret Preston. Campaign Man-
ager, CPRE Oxfordshire.
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FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE

Bddiob
CARPENTRY
PLUMBING
ELECTRICS
HEATING INSTALLATION
KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING

BUILDING WORKS
SECURITY

LOCAL SERVICE

HUGO SEELY 01295 780355

FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATES
HNo job too large
Excelientlocal references available




Wanted

Pending grandparents on the ‘lookout for’ 1st born, early years equip-
ment. ie lightweight buggy, highchair, travel cot etc etc (would have
to be very reasonably priced) Please contact 780343.

Also looking for affordable rented accommodation within the
Sibfords for young couple expecting first child. Originally from Sib-
ford Ferris & would very much like to return. Should anyone know of
anything available please contact 780343, thank you.

The Sibford Scene Brown Envelope Appeal

Its never too late to return your envelope!
Please return it to the Post Office collecting box with a

small donation to help us pay the bills.

At the moment less than 70 of the 400 envelopes sent out have
been returned. A big thank you to all those who have taken the trouble
to send us a contribution and help us to continue to provide your par-
ish newsletter.

Sibford Stores & Post Office
Sibford Ferris
OX15 5RG
Tel: 01295 788317 / 788348

Your Local Convenience Store

Your local newsagent, we deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to
all the surrounding area, always a wide selection of newspapers and magazines
available in the shop. Place your regular order today
Bread, cakes and savouries baked on the premises throughout the day.

We are your local National Lottery Agent
Photocopying, fax and mailing service available on the premises.
Agents for Dry Cleaning and Laundry.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh
fruit & vegetables, pet foods, medical and toiletries and lots, lots more......
Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery 7 days a week.
OPENING HOURS
Mondav to Saturdav S 30am to 6.00nm

Sunday 5.30am to 1.00pm |
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Friendship Club

Everyone appeared to enjoy our Easter Tea although only 18
members attended which was a little disappointing, however,
there was plenty of delicious food, thanks to the committee who

provided it all.
As our outing was arranged for

the Tuesday after Easter it was

decided to postpone going to the Cotswold Woolen Mill until
May and a lunch at Inkberrow was decided upon.

Our next meeting will be the A.

2.00pm in the Village Hall. We

G.M. On Tuesday 6th May at
would like to see as many there as

FRANCIS MORDAUNT
MSSCh, MBChA
VISITING CHIROPODIST
To enquire about a Home Visit,
please telephone;

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care
In Your Own Home

possible.

The outing to the Cotswold

Woolen Mill at Filkins has now

been arranged for Tuesday

13th May with lunch at Lech-
lade Garden Centre,

Fish or

Roast Beef, ¥

Book Barly To

The Bishop Blaize Inn
17th Gentury Freehouse
Burdrop, Sibford Gowen

Tel. (01295) 780323

Bam & Sheila wekeome you.

Enjoy our well-kept traditional ales
HAiso our et menu of fine traditional fayre
Don't forget, Monday night is take-out night

double jutmbo sausage and chips

Now Serving Traditional Sunday Roast.

orksbire Pudding

Roast potatoes, New Potatoes,
and Theee Veg,

Resgerve Youn Table.

Please Note...our kitchen will now be closed Sunvay evenings until March.
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CThe At our last meeting Audrey Linkman showed
slides of marvelous Victorian photos, tracing the
thrtonds development of portrait photography and gave us a
fascinating insight in how the Victorians wantad to
present themselves in this new medium. Now we
know what clues to look for, we shal;l look with new understanding
at old photographs.

We have the welcome return of Tim Porter to our next meet-
ing on Thursday 15th May at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, who
you will remember visiting us last year and talking about King Al-
fred. This time he will talk and show slides about Churches in their
Landscape. With particular emphasis on this arza, telling us why
churches were located on particular sites. |

A reminder to everyone about our visit to Rousham House
on 19th June. If you would like to put your name down for the vis-
it. 1t would help us if you would please phone Jennv on 780336.

Single self contained accommodation required
for Artist / Gardener in this area
Good references available
Please tel: 01608 685318

The Gate Banas High Inn S
i Contributions for the
Hook Norton .
Oxfordshire OX15 5DF +Une
Tel: 01608 - 737387 Sibfﬂrd SC@HB
Home Cooked Food daily Lunchtimes & Evenings to the Sk op or Editor
Traditional Sunday Lunches ks
Hook Norton Real Ales ¥
Patio Garden Car Park o ® ij 20th

Proprietors: Stephen & Karen Coots-Williams
Food is served Mon - Sat 12 -2 & 6- 10
BiE g T o B g L e




QUIET DAYS AT HANDY-
WATER FARM SUMMER/
AUTUMN 2003
Coffee 9.30am before first meditation at 10am
Last meditation at 2.45pm
Bring-and-share lunch

The following dates have been chosen for quiet days at Handywater through the
summer and into the autumn. During the summer, each day will be punctuated by
short reflections focusing on the life and work of four profoundly influential
Christians from widely differing periods of history. Plans for the autumn are still
being made, but one of the days will seek inspiration from the Eastern Orthodox
tradition, ' | '

Monday 28th April George Herbert (1593 - 1633)
Wednesday 21st May St Augustine of Hippo (354 - 430)
Wednesday 11th June Julian of Norwich (c.1342 - c.1413)
Tuesday 8th July Thomas Merton (1915 - 1968)

Tuesday 9th September

Tuesday 7th October

St Augustine apparently reached the climax of his conversion to Christianity ina
garden in Milan, Dame Julian led a life of contemplation as a hermit (she is our
‘statutory woman'), and Thomas Merton was a trappist monk at a monastery in
Kentucky. Each of them, it was felt, is a rather appropriate subject for our atten-
tion on a Quiet Garden day.

Anybody of any faith or none is welcome to Handywater on these dates for some

peace and quiet. You are not obliged to attend the short talks, but it is a lovely op-
portunity to read, sew, paint, snooze,
contemplate, or go for a walk, Com-

FARMHOUSE
panionable silence is a blessed stress- BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
- buster. SWALCLIFFE

Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
L4 surroundings in our comfortable 18” C 13
' Farmhouse '
CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR.
TEL, 01295 780206

[f you would like more detailed infor-
mation about any of the days, or di-
rections how to find Handywater,
please ring Sue.on 01295 788770.
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The Tuesday Bike Ride

We are off for the new season bike riding,
7 pm from Lanes End Corner (crossroads by the Manor in the Ferris)
cvery Tuesday. All abilities and enthusiasms catered for from 7 to 70-+.
Please come along and join us. All we do ask is that any children are
accompanied by an adult. This is an excellent way for the newer resi-
dents to get to know the area and we frequently ride roads that would
be over looked if you were driving. Come and join in!

INVITATION TO OUR
ARTSWEEKS EXHIBITION

10 MAY to 18 MAY

FURNITURE by LUKE MULLEY/A.S.DESIGNS
JEWELLERY by VANESSA BLOXHAM

TEXTILES by MOLLIE PICKEN

All are welcome to visit our Exhibition
- 12.00 - 6pm Thursday 12 - 8pm
Signposted from the Gower Crossroads

L

The S“f&g'r Heod, Swwalc/iYe
Tel; 0l2g5 Y0232
Ouer Eirtchar!s ha focd
O Baker'c not bad enher

and we’re workng on Yhe condiectekmaker?

Listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide
and The Gcod Pub Guide

e 5
Fropredors: Jider and lon ij.r-rfw
Fabud/ows Food

Supers Real Ale and wmes
TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH
PIQUANT DISHES A SPECIALITY

WE CURRENTLY HAVE VACANCIES FOR
VAMTING 5 VITCUEN cvipe  pEACE

.n. e esE j&mh ku.a. 3 T B YW

COMPTON LANE
NURSERIES

Little Compton
Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh
Tel:- 01608 674578

We offer an exciting and diverse range
of herbaceous perennials, many of
which are not widely available. A

sales area surrounded by planted bor-
ders offers interest and ideas all year

round. The alpine garden allows visi-
tors to see some real gems growing in
the open and under glass and houses
the Joe Elliot collection.

As featured on Gardeners World.

Open Tuesday to ‘Sa‘iurdw

10am to O, 2 G UATY 1O

e

i

i
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THE APRIL LEO MEETING.
There was a happy little gathering in Barley Close last week,

when the Leo ladies listened to a talk by Jenny Barrett about her
trip to Australia, New Zealand, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore.
Jenny showed us some beautiful photographs, projected on to a
screen by means of an epidiascope. It had obviously been an

eventful, "once in a lifetime"
holiday, and we thoroughly
enjoyed being made part of it.
Our next meeting, on May 20",
will be at the Rectory, when
Erica and Timothy will talk to
us about their holiday last year
in Cyprus.

MW.

AROMATHERAPY &
MASSAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
VIRGINIA BENNETT SRN
MHBAF
Home Visits Available

by NIGEL FLETCHER
The Mission Room, Sibford Gower
(signposted)
10th May until 25th May
Open every day from 10am to 6pm
late night thursdays until 8pm

Contact 01608 685318

Tel 01295 780373

email: nvfletcher@onetel.net.uk

el TR EES
BUILDER WE’'RE THERE FOR TREE
BLOCK PAVER DRIVES A SPECIALITY CARE
ALSO CXTENSIONS, PATIOS All aar:t: of tree care undartaken
FENCING ETC. L Spec . $ Hglll'l l?.:t‘lﬂu:tel;n/umoval of
HIGH QUALITY WORK, FRES ESTIMATES. | | supplir of te e eces
01295 780708 0771 4613178 W*”;;{,;-,g,gxﬁ“ ¥
\(-ﬂmlo SOWER) (HOME‘{) For a fros qué:;.: ;r;! a chat please
[ < H
| Arthur Whits (The Tree Chap) 01295 788549
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The Sibfords Housing Needs Survey
30 LOCAL HOUSEHOLDS SEEK HOUSING IN THE SIBFORDS

400 Housing Questionnaires were distributed with the March issue of The Sibford
Scene, for return either in freepost envelopes or via the Sibford Village Stores by March
24th. Those returmed have now been analysed.

The Housing Needs Survey is part of an initiative of the two Parish Councils de-
signed to identify if there are people with strong local links who would like to live in the
village, but who are unable to do so because of high house prices. The questionnaire was
also designed to assess negative reactions, and to allow respondents to signal arcas of pér-
ticular concem.

The total number of responses received was 103 (26%). Among those only 26
respondents were against development, with 77 in favour. The negatives therefore repre-
sent 25% of the response. However, it is teasonable to assume that all those who did object
would have responded. If so, with only 6.5% of the total questionnaires issued being neg-
ative, a very small percentage of the overall residents of the Sibfords oppose such a devel-

GODSWELL NATURAL
THERAPY CENTRE
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham
Banbsiry, Oxon OXI15 4ES

L83 4.4 84
Acupuncture, Alexander Techaique,
Aromatherapy, Art Therapy,
Chiropody, Chiropractic,
Counselling & Psycbotherapy,
Cranio-sacral therapy, Hemoeopathy,
KLP, Nntritmn, Phynaﬁ&cmpy,
Mﬂ@lﬂgyg Bamedis
Reiki, Sp;rm:nﬁ Heaimg,
Shiatsa, Yoge.
HEREAE
Fully gualified professional therapists
For information Ring 01295 720347

John Mulley
DC MCC BAAT
AM Clinic, Banbury: 01285 262100

Bicester Chiropractic Clinic: 01869 321166
Or: 01225 780820

| Tel: (01295) 730546

What do you want from
vour garden?
For  (Garden Dcsign & Advice,
ﬂanting Plans, .S)ourcing
& Fiant‘ing

Tel: 01608 635 514

Gar‘c}cn .Dcéfgn

| etme tum yourga rden dreams into rc:alrtﬂ..

B,

DAVID MONE

HIGH S PAL D DECORA

Acre Ditch
Sibferd Gower
Banbury

Oxfordshire OX15 SRW

CITB REGISTERED §

Bruken Cutowr Bipects and Fapenanging g Specuiny E
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opment. When it came to analysing housing need, a very strong demand was identified. 14
households requested housing immediately, with a further [6 households seeking village
housing within five years. Further analysis indicates that almost all of these are either
young single people or young married couples, some with snal] children. This level of de-
mand is certainly significant, and can be taken as a sign that local families do perceive a
need for help with housing in order maintain the traditional mix of village residents.

Objections and concerns expressed fell broadly into two categories: the need to
control the allocation procedure; and a worry that tenants might eventually buy the houses
outright, taking a windfall profit. For those who were unable o attend the Parish Council
meetings prior to the Survey, it is worth repeating that the Parish Councils will be fully in-
volved in the allocation of accommodation built under this scheme: and also that the plan-
ning regulations for ‘rural exception sites’, such as these, prevent any individual taking

100% ownership, even on a shared-ownership basis. There was also understandably a
view that the style of the housing should fit in with the village in architectural terms, and
that too is enshrined in the planning regulations for this type of housing, Shaftesbury
Homes are to be thanked for their support in analysing the Survey response, as are The
Sibford Scene and the Village Stores for their help in distributing and collecting the survey
forms.

So what is the next stage? Firstly, the team involvedin the Survey on behalf of
the Parish Councils will ensure all interested parties, including village residents and also
Cherwell District Council, are aware of the survey results. Seeondly, and more important
in the long term, is the need to identify a suitable site. The rules of ‘rural exception sites’
allow small housing developments on pieces of land for which normal planning permis-
sion would be refused. Typically, this would be farmland justoutside the village bounda-
ry. Landowners would receive more than agricultural land vafues, but less than that of a
commercial development site, for which permission would not be granted. Ina perfect world,
such sites should be not too far fiom village amentities and close to local services such as water,
drainage and electricity, so as to reduce the costs of building on the site, Small dwellings are
likely to be considered, especially given the age profile of the haseholds given above, and
probably no more than six would be built at this stage. The aesthetic requirements are as for all
other housing developments in the villages - stone facing where required;, natural materials,
landscaping and good quality finish - so that there is no question of the project creating aneye-
sore. If anyone has ideas about suitable sites, they are invited to make informal suggestions to the
BDHC, which is advising the Parish Councils in this scheme. The simplest way is to contact
Andrew Harter on 01295 738758, or by e-mail on andrewh@hater.co.uk. Any suggestions
- will be treated in complete confidence, will be taken seriously andassessed by professionals.

In summary, it would seem that there is significant needfor additional low-cost, but
good quality housing for local families - especially for the up-andoming generation, who re-
quire itnow - identified by your local Parish Councils. The nead row is to identify a suitable
site and begin construction as soonas is reasonably possible. '
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CAPE GRAPES

A small article in our local paper has inspired this months offer-
ing from the Cere. i says: '‘South Africa has moved from sixih w
fourth position in the UK retail wine sector and increased its markat
share last year to 9.5% from 7.9%'. | must say that this doesn’t sur-
prise me. The wine industry is booming here, with over 300 wins
farms and a lot of investment from overseas, |

As | sit here, surrounded by vineyards, it's difficult to know
where to start . I'm no expert on wines, | just like drinking them! | be-
long to the Erinvale Wine Society which, although it sounds rather
grand, is just a way of exploring some of our wine farms and tasting
some new wines. On alternate months we have a winemaker visit us
~ here on Erinvaig for an evening tasting followed by a supper at the

Club. Then we go out to visit usually two wine farms with lunch pro-
“vided by one of them. The latter trip is very popular as we all set off on
the bus - otherwise known as the booze bus - early in the morning, to
arrive at the first farm to start tasting at about 9.30 am. By lunchtime
we have often tasted about sixteen different wines and then have
wine with lunch! Needless to say the journey back to Erinvale is usu-
ally rather quieter than the journey out only punctuated by the odd
snore.

So what have | learnt about wine making from these trips?
Weli, it's certainly quite a science, knowing where to plants your vines
according to soil type, climate, which can vary from fieid to field, and
variety. How to plant them, prune them and keep them healthy. Har-
vesting is always a worrying time for the winemaker as he's out in the
fields every day checking the grapes for sugar content, acidity etc.
The weather plays a big part at this stage because if it is too hot, the
grapes ripen too quickly but if it is too wet, then the crop can get
mould which destroys the grapes, a problem experienced last year. In
contrast we have had a good harvesi this year end according to the
winemaker at Zevenwacht who we met the other day, one of the long-
est harvests he has known. He has been going for twelve weeks with-
out a break and was bringing in his last grapes as we were there.

The wine making process from there on is fascinating as each
individual winemaker tries to create something different from his
grapes. This is when terms like malolactic fermentation, barrel aged,
filtration process and cold soak are used which I'm on[u now begin-
ning to understand. The science gets mixed with the a1t as the wine-
maker checks Le. {astes at each stage of the process and makes
adjustments.



So we sniff, swirl, sis, and swallow cur way through the fast-
ings, doing our impressions of Jilly Goulden saying it has a hint of
peppers, leatner, cigars or whatever. One wine farm now provides
dishes of these things to help tasters pick up the aromas and transiate
them into taste. But at the end of the day, as che Grand Master of
Wine toid us, you drink the wine vou like whethar it has won ten gold
medals or is a blend of the winemakers leftovers. He also told us that
we should never judge a wine by its label or by its price. In fact one of
the wines that most of our guests really enjoy i¢ a white wine blend
from Veraelen, our local wine farm, which | can get from the supermar-
ket for K17 (about £1.40) a bottle.

However, | will go on tasting and learning about wine making
as it is a fascinating process. The wine makers are all passionate
about their wines, they have to be | think, and their presentations are
very infcresting and enjoyable. If anyona is interested in learning more
about South African wines inere is a book called John Platter South
African Wines which is an excelient guide to celfars, vineyards, wine-
makers and restaurants ( wwwiplatterwineouide.co.zaj,

Pat and Steve Brtes

Phone:

01608 73734%
01608 737641
 WE OFFER YOU
. * Bales (New & Used) * MOT1:
* 3 year unlhnited mileage * Parts
varranty (New) * Body werk
* Optlonal 12 months warrsnty  * Insurance estiuntes
* Part exciiange welcome * Attendant senvice (Fuel)
& Off Read demos & Car wash
® Service - * Friendly servie &lots more!

® Vizyl graphics: for vebicle graphics, slgnage, magnett, banners, etc,
Sales & Forecourt L 2N
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5rm, Sun Cleged
(out of hours sales please phor= for an ap polstment)

Parts OPEN: .
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30pm, Sat 8.30am-12.30pm, Sun Closed
BEATT T 1960
Sh PAYE Medurslo PYEREL S BAMOLY ;‘F"Sms

We offer far more than fhe ciy rarages at COMMry pripes,
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Reg Craig
6.9.15-31.3.03 :

Everyone in Sibford Gower will know the three windows looking onto
the High Street, opposite the Court House, always piled with dusty books.
Those who penetrated the front door would find Reg Craig enthroned in
his great ingle fireplace, unable to move far in recent years, but sparkling
eyed and ready to talk on any issue, supporting his points with evidence
from the piles of books and magazines to hand, a selection of which the
visitor would be urged to take away, inwardly digest and come back with
comments another day.

Reg Craig was a village ‘character’ who will be missed by all who
came into contact with him. He was the youngest son of a large family in
Wembley, where he remembered, at the age of 9, Frank Lascelles’ great
Pageant of Empire. His father was a stage manager in London theatres and
Reg could always be relied on to cap a Shakespearean quote. His interests
were catholic, sustained not only by the books with which he was always
surrounded but by the lively questioning of visitors on any promising sub-
ject, never excluding the latest village gossip.

As with many people of his age, the ‘big thing’ in Reg’s life was WW?2.
Reg joined the RAF and trained at Bobbington (Staffs) as a navigator and
bomb-aimer, the two roles being combined in the Wellingtons he flew. He
was then sent on active service with 108 Squadron first to Malta (where he
was present at the award to the island of the George Cross in September
1942) and then to Egypt for the desert campaign, during which he trans-
ferred to 37 Squadron.

In mid 1943 Reg returned to the UK to give instruction on bomb-aim-
ing at Moreton-in-Marsh and later at Enstone, activity which earned him
promotion first to Warrant officer and then to commissioned rank as a Fly-
ing Officer. Training in Wellingtons was, according to Moreton statistics,
even more dangerous than operational sorties, a fact brought home to Sib-
fordians when a Wellington from Moreton crashed in the field opposite
Little London cottage in the Ferris.

After the war Reg took up selling suiting material for a Saville Row
tailor. The job took him frequently to Spain, especially Bilbao, where he
learnt the language and maintained friendships into later life. Typically, he
was able to produce two copies of George Borrow’s The Bible in Spain, a
travel book of 1843, when someone raised the subject recently. He came to
Sibford in 1966 and took jobs in financial services in Banbury and Strat-
ford in between bouts in hospital for war-related injuries.

After the Moreton airfield became a training centre for the Fire Service,
Reg took a close interest in the new Wellington Aviation museum,
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"

launched in 1990, supplying the curator with a lively flow of reminis-
cences, contacts and photographs.

For the last ten years, as his health declined, Reg set a wonderful ex-
ample of cheerfulness in adversity. His humour and mischievousness
never left him, assets which were pleasingly deployed to sustain the pro-
fessionals and neighbours on whom he increasingly depended. He cared
devotedly for his cat, also afflicted with age, and for a long time he sang
the praises of the *heroic dog’ next door, who was the only one to hear
his cries for help when he fell in his garden and but for whom Reg would
have spent the night outside.

Reg never married, although he talked fondly of kis ‘near misses’ (a
typical Regism - he loved crosswords). He wanted no mourning and no
funeral, and he left his body to science. Let us hope, nevertheless, that he
will allow those who knew him to remember his life and record their af-
fection in print. o AG

WANTED
MEN AND WOMEN VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES AND BACKGROUNDS,
PARTICULARLY AFRICAN, ASIAN AND CARIBBEANTO BEFRIEND OR ADVG-
CATE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN CARE IN OXFORDSHIRE

WHAT ARE YOU
. Doing next Saturday afternoon, or do you have any other spare time?
DO YOU: Want to make a real difference to disadvantaged children & young people
in Oxon?
ARE YOU:

Looking for a rewarding challenge?

Willing to invest time with a child or young person?

Able to commit yourself long term?

Available to train as a volunteer?
COULD YOU OFFER?

A few hours once a fortnight?

Friendship, Support or Advocacy to a young person in care?

Enthusiasm and Willingness to be-friend a child or young person and

participate in fun activities?

WE NEED YOU

To find out more contact Tony Thomas, Spurgeon's Child Care, Courtyard Youth
Arts Centre, Launton Road, Bicester, OX26 6DJ Tel:01869 602570 or email:.
oxonwv@hotmailcom |

Spurgeon's Child Care is a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales,
9. 3000460 and a registered cherin, pa 10071700

C}?:;CT‘}FEJ\'!?CIH}F‘PH.' David Cuhvick, L{fe President: Archer _Spu;'ggg,x?
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Spring Concert

JOHN RUTTER Psalmfest
ANDREW CARTER Benedicite

With members of the Oxford Symphony Orchestra
nd children of the Sibford School Junior Choir

. Musical Director ; Matthew Smallwood

Saturday 10th May 2003 at 7.30 pm
Main Hall, Sibford School,
Sibford Ferris, Banbury

Refreshments

Tickets : £8 (concessions £6)
From  Sibford School Office
Sibford Stores
Bloxham Post Office
One Man Band
on the door
or ring Jenny on 01295 721 224

Sponsored by spratt endicott

Sibford Horticultural Society

We enjoyed an informative talk on Plant Legends by Val Bourne. She

told us how various plants got their names and how they were used by

apothecries.

The next meeting is on the 14th of May at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall
when Chris Brown will be giving a talk entitled “Alpines from here to

Patagonia™ All welcome. |
| 16



Warriner School - Class of “78 Reunion

We are currently trying to organise a 25 year school reunion for those
people who left the Warriner School, Bloxham in 1978. The reunion
is being held at the Warriner School on Saturday 5% July, in the Din-
ing Hall from 7.00 -11 .00pm. There is a bar organised for the evening
and maybe some food. Due to the size of the venue though, we are
not opening the event to husbands, wives or partners - they'll only
feel left out when you don't talk to them. There will be a small cost to
the evening (probably about £5.00) payable on the night. If you are
still in touch with any old school friends, can you please pass this in-
vitation on to them, and most importantly let us know if you intend
coming so that we have some idea oif numbers. Look forward to see-
ing you on the night. Best wishes, -

Mark Smith (CHIP)
01869338192 _

e-mail: chipsmith31 @hotmail.com

Sharon Kite
01327263857
e-mail: sharonm@emberton-dale.com

Sibford Gower Parish Council - Litterblitz 5th April 2003

A big thank you is extended to those very wiiling folk who helped with
the Litterblitz on Saturday, 5th April 2003. Although few in number
(and the preparation for the afternoon's Church Jumble Sale must have
had an impact), the clearance of rubbish from the village's verges was
very effectively carried out - it is amazing (and shameful) what gets
thrown out of car windows! We were extremely lucky that the weather
was in our favour and this helped
in making the task just that little] SIBFORD SAT.ON
bit easier. Next year, we will en-} OF BEAUTY
deavour to have the Litterblitz on 01285 788463

a date which does not coirnecide
with other village actiyities_ii} the| ‘Oxygen facials - Calgel nails
hope that more volunteers wili feel|l 1,40 head massage - loads more
able to be involved. PH Regular offers - Gift Vouchers

ayl &
Yo

Wl s~
Botox - Red vein removal - Hydradermie

1

]
oo
K
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A 'rant' from Burdrop!!

Ok - I'm having a rant..... The skip has now been taken away on the grounds of 'cost' This
was probably one of the most useful facilities that we had in Burdrop Well, IVE HAD

ENOUGH!

What do we getin it's place? - 30 MILE AN HOUR SPEED LIMIT SIGNS! What is the
point?! Are motorists really going to take notice of them? How will the 'new’ limit be en-

foreed? And more stupidly, we can

speed up to 60mph as we go down
the hill over the Sib until we meet the
next 30mph sign (indeed, the road
narvows at this point)!

Tony Skowronski  Burdrop

The Firs, Hook Norton, Banbury, OX15 500
Email: graphicsdirect@an com

Phone: 01608 730888 ra nisse rinow

Theresa lack

TREE WORK SPECIALIST

| ® Tree Work @ Hedges
Aﬂ Type 8 Reduced/ Trimmed
gmwn Thinning ® Wood Chip
Pruning / Re Shaping Mulch suppiies

€ Stump Grindin

Servige " @ Garden Fencing
Minimum ground Al Types
Digtbancs Supplied & Erected.

Free Quotes & Frtendly Adwce
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FOLLY FARM
2! BACK PAIN CLINIC |

ACHES & PAINS® |

I can help you!

Just visit the new clinic near
SWALCLIFFE !

Contact - John McArthur
DG, BSc (Chiropractic)
McTimoney-Corley Practitioner |
TEL:077 40404 678
OR: 01295 ’788774 i




W [ MEETING - 8™ APRIL.

We were weicomsed by Glennis Hardman, our new President,
ably assisted by the usual team of Lynda and Barbara.

Our speaker was Barbara Gray and, as she was anxious not to leave
late, Glennis had decided to reverse our usual order and have our speaker
first. It seemed to work well. Mrs Gray has been to Sibford before and is one
of the best and most entertaining of speakers. Her subject this time was "Four
Weddings'. Isabelle, Matthew, Chico and Francisco had all been students in
Oxford and had at one time or another resided with Mrs. Gray. Clearly she
had done well by them as she'd been an honoured guest at all their weddings:
two in France, one in Ianan »nd one in Spain. It was very iliteresting and
amusing to hear of the different customs in these countries. Gwen gave
warm thanks on our behalf.

Glennis told us that Lynda was retiring as V.C.O. afier having done
a number of years on the joo. Also, we were sad to learn thet Lee Morgan, a
former V.C.O. had died. There was an excellent response to the competition
'A Floral Corsage', won by Pat, second Glennis, 3™ Maurcen.

Two points were raised by Glenuis for future meetings:1. Raffle
tickets should be distributed by the provider of the raffle prize. 2. A flask of
water should be on the speaker's table. A tea tray should be given to her/him
at tea time. Both are to be the responsibility of the member who is giving the
‘welcome and thanks'. Our tea hostesses were Kathleen Reid and Jean Pud-
dle - assisted by Brenda Power, as Jean had to dash off for grandmotherly
duties for a short time!

Next Meeting: May 13" - 'Resolutions’, Competition: Best garden
Bloom. .
New members always welcome. R.P.

National Gardens Scheme. Garden open for charity

The garden at Handywater I* * 3:1‘f0rd Gower, will be open every Tues-
day from April 22" until June 10" inclusive, between 1 lam and 7pm, in aid
of the National Gardens b}chﬂn‘m 5 nursing and garden charities. Refresh-
ments will be available all day, including light lunches and teas, and there
will also be a few plants for sale. Visitors came from far and wide on our

onen Tuesdavs last vear, hut it is alwavs cood to welram = vanrg famil’
local faces, 5o do st upport these very worthwhile charitice and conie crer to
CIJOY sC . NOSpliailty 11 @ beautirun seting.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
The summer is approaching with warmer weather, extra visitors, gardening,
open doors and windows. A good time for unwanted visitors to move around
unnoticed. They are up to many different ways of gaining entry to your
home. Make it hard for them. Close all windows and doors when you are
out, away or out of sight. Lock garden sheds and garages with tools inside.
Do not allow any unknown person into your property without checking
their identity. Check with their em-

Children’s Day Nursery, Epwell

Full day care for children 2%
to 5 ymaors
Full and part tima places

ployer (check the number independ-
ently do not rely on a number they

Open Manday to Friduy give you) or if worried contact the
9.00am ~ 4,08pm.
Excellent Ofsted Report POI ice.

The nursery provides excellent opportunities for children to
explore and learn at thalr own pace under the guidance of
tralned, experienced and caring staft,

For further information ring Julia

Tel (01295%) 780580

Bed .Breakfast

AGDON FARM
Nr Brailes KNOWLEDG l:{&BLE
Comfortabl AND HELPFUL
. omfortable rooms G ARDEN
in old stone farmhouse MAINTENANCE
Tel: Maggie Cripps
01608 685226 at CREATIVE FARTH
| TELEPHONE: 01295 788819
¥—:~—‘_~—: | MoBiLE: (7866 716 748

'\_

'Bmmma PLANS =

 BULBING REGS. SUBMISSIONS | T0p QUALITY, SPLIT SEASONED
! NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS HARDWOOD LOGS
| e s oo s BULK OR BAGS
J ; DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
PRIVATE AHD TRADE ENQUIRIES - PLEASE CALL .
! 01295 780608 OR 07590 581783 | 01608 738109 / 07831 571 176
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH NEWS

The Jumble Sale held on April 5th made an excellent £245 and
thanks to all who provided the jumble and supported on the day, also
of course to the organisers, Jane Holliday and Erica Wimbush.

The Monday Austerity lunches held in the Benefice villages
throughout Lent have been very enjoyable occasions to meet people
from other parts of the Benefice and have raised considerable sums
for various charities.

There will be a Family Service on May 11" at 10.00 am
entitled “The Working World”. The Mothering Sunday service was
much enjoyed by manv. as was the cake which had been mixed at the
previous Family Service.

The Church Fete will this year be held in the Rectory Garden,

Acreditch on Saturday 5" July at 2.30pm.

Circle Dance Taster Session
For complete beginners

Thursday May 8th in the Village Hall 1.15 - 2.45 pm.

No experience or partner required
For this fun, gentle exercise.

The Simon Weatherby Garden Trust

Open garden at the
Katherine House Hospice
Sunday 8th June 2 - 4.30 pm

Come and enjoy this lovely garden which
does so much to enhance the Katharine
House Hospice and help raise the funds
needed to keep it looking good.

Specially commissioned Whichford pots
for sale, (50% of the price goss to dospice Tunds) Plant stali, Teas
anc Raffle, | '
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Church Services

Society of Friends
Methodist

Roman Catholic Mass Wroxton
Brailes

Baptist

Hook Norton

Sunday at 10.30 am
Sunday at 11.00 am
Sunday at 9.00 am
Sunday at 11.30 am
Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of the Firstborn (Bridleways S.Gower) Sunday at 10.30 am
Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower.

May

Sun 4th Benefice Eucharist 10 am at Tadmarton

Sun 11th Family Service 10 am

Sun [8th Holy Communion 9.30 am
Sun 25th Holy Communion 9.30 am
June

Sun st Young at Heart service 10 am

LEARN TO DRIVE

Roy Bishop A.D.L

Hourly Lessons, Intensive Courses
Pass Plus, Motorway Tuition

Z‘Cotswold'Ciose TEI. 0796736041 7
e 01295 780484
Onon OX15 5QP

RED HORSE GROUP
Windmill Farm

Banbury Roud (A422)

Oxhill

Warwickshire CV3IS 6RL

Fuels - Coal, Gil, Gas, Wood
Gardening Services
Fencing
5Soil, Compost, Mulch, Seeds
Landscaping
Farm & Country Supplies
Building Materials
Oil Tanks & Coal Bunkers

And much more !

Telephone: 01926-642832

Free Qantations |

THE VILLAGE SHOP

HOOK NORTON
*NATIONAL LOTTERY*

Grocery - Greengrocery - Bakery
Wines - Spirits - Confectionary
Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
Video Rental - Bottled Gas
Open Monday to Friday
7am to 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
Sunday 8 am to 8 pm
Telephone: 01608 737245

%&%x@/éﬁ
Remedsnl %ﬁddﬂ;ﬂ

Elizabeth Webber

MARILCSP (Phys)

Godswell Natural Therapy Centre
Bloxham, Banbury

Tel: 01295 - 788101

RO
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Sibford Bus Services

Free Bus Service

To Banbury Thursdays May 8th & 22nd Departs 10 am
To Chippy Wednesdays May 14th & 28th Returns 12 noon

Pick up points are; The Colony, High Meadow, Cross Roads, Village Hall.
Service 480 Shipston - Sibford - Ban bury

Not Sat (NS) Sat Only (S)

NS S NS S
Shipston 8.45
S Ferris School LIS 900 913 1057 1257 1343 1837

S Gower Crossroads ~ 7.18 9.13 9.10 11.05 1305 1340 18.30

Banbury Bus Station 745 940 9.40 1132 1332 14,18 1857
NS 8 NS 8

Banbury Bus Station  10.30 12.30 12.30 1440 1510 18.00

S Ferris School 19.57 [2.587 1257 1507 1537 133y
S Gower Crossroads  11.00 13.00 13.00 15.10 15.40 18.30
Shipston 13.23

Cherwell Villager 55 Sibford ~ Banbury
Wednesdays Only Outward Return
Sibford Gower 9.55 am 1.55 pm
Sibford Ferris 9.57 am 1.53 pm
Hook Norton 10.15 am 1.45 pm
Bloxham 10.35 am 1.15 pm
Banbury 10.50 am 1.00 pm

Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disabled people and
cscort to Banbury (max fare £1.20)
Door-to-Door service. Book at least one day in advance.
Operates on WEDNESDAYS ONLY.
Phone 263777 for more details,
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Calendar of Events
May

Thu 1st Sibford Gower Annual Parish Meeting.

Sun 4th Table Top & Car Boot Sale 12 noon Village Hall

Tue 6th Handywater Garden open every Tuesday p 19

Tue 6th Friendship Club AGM. Village Hall 2 pm. P5

Tue ©6th Sibford Ferris Annual Parish Meeting.

Wed 7th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)
Thu 8th Circle Dance Taster Session in the Village Hall p21

Sat  10th Art Weeks Exhihitions Begin p 8&9

Sat 10th Warriner Choral Society at Sibford School pl16

Tue 13th Iriendship Club outing to Filkins p3

Tue 13th WI Resolutions Meeting. p19

Wed 14th Horticultural Society Talk ‘Alpines from here to Patagonia’ pl6
Thu 15th Sibfords Society *Churches in their landscape™ p6

Fri  16th Sibford Gower Parish Council Meeting. P14

Tue 20th LEO Club meeting at The Rectory. p9

Tue 20th Spinners & Weavers talk and demo - The Great Wheel.
Tue 20th Deadline for contributions to the June Sibford Scene p6
Wed 21st Quiet Garden day at Handywater p7

Wed 21st Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)

June (part)

Sun 1st Table Top & Car Boot Sale 12 noon Village Hall

Wed 4th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)
Sun 8th Hospice Open Gardens p21

Thu 19th Sibfords Society visit to Rousham p6

~ Sat 2Ist Annual Village Fayre 1pm |

Cover picture; The Water Cart delivering drinking water in 1933

Sibford Scene
Editor; Adrian Lamb. Grounds Farm, Sibford Ferris. 780380
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Treasurer; Timothy Wimbush, The Rectory, Acre Ditch, S.Gower
780555
Advertising: Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse. Sibford Gower,
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