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Nature Notes

Dec. 4th I watched two muntjac, male and female, in the bit of wood-
land that comes to the back of our bungalow but I could not see what
they were eating. | ' '

Dec. 7th The yellow berries of the pyracantha on our bungalow wall
never seem to be the blackbirds first choice of food but now that, with
the help of the pigeons, they have virtually stripped the holly tree they
seem to be enjoying them. perhaps they need to be a little over ripe or
have had a frost on them to make them tasty. Having not seen a song
thrush for some time it was nice to see that there was one with the
‘blackbirds today. A long tailed tit flew into a window this afternoon. I
picked it up semiconscious from the lawn, stroked its feathers straight
and put it on the window ledge away from the cats. When I looked
later 1t had gone having hopped into the pyracantha or flown away. I
spent some time on Swalcliffe Common. Now that the leaves have
fallen I could see a few nests including one of twigs and moss that
was still complete, probably a greenfinch. There were some well de-
fined deer paths mostly roe deer I think. It is quite remarkable how
deer have increased. I can only recall one sighting of a deer in Sibford
in my youth. '

Dec. 11th The owl with a hoarse voice that we often heard last winter
has been back in the company of one or two others for the last few
mornings.

Dec. 16th To brighten up the day there were two cock bullfinches on
our bird table this morning. They more often come to eat the stinging
nettle seed which as far as [ have seen they alone like.

Dec. 24th An ice tower formed on our editors rain gauge overnight.
He has given me a photograph of it.

Dec. 26th A slender ice tower about an inch high had formed on our
rain gauge this morning |

‘Jan. Ist I have now seen my first redwing of the winter. It flew
against the window and I put it unconscious on to the window ledge
where it gradually improved for over an hour before leaving. Al-
though 2001 was a good deal drier year than 2000, with a total of
28.68 inches, 2001 was still above average. May with 1.19" and June
with 0.98" were the driest months and October with 4.21" the wettest.
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I came across an interesting bit that my grandfather wrote about a
very dry year when he was 12 years old. "The summer of 1868 was I
suppose one of the driest and earliest on record. The day after [ came
back from Ackworth School on my summer holiday, father, Richard
and I were pulling the beans in the field above Gautherns Barn. They
had quite dried up and there was scarcely any corn in them. We had
finished harvest that year and had harvest supper before I went back
to school in early August". _

Jan. 2nd Very cold. I counted 8 fieldfares, 12 blackbirds and 2 red-
wings feeding on the apples that I have put out for them. There were
also 7 or 8 redwings taking the last of the pyracantha berries.

Jan. 3rd A few more fieldfares on the apples today. The Met Office
says that this is the longest cold spell for 10 years which shows what
mild winters we have been having.

Jan. 18th Spring is coming. This morning I could hear a robin and a
song thrush singing near by while a woodpecker was drumming in the
distance.

FABRI?S, CURTAINS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

Handsewn & interlined curtains &
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pelmet headings our speciality P A[N S [ S

Roman & Roller blinds ! | ' :

Customised design service and - ' 1
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News of the Village Hall Extension

We have now appointed a contractor - Phil Edmunds, from Sib-
ford Ferris. It is very pleasing to have a local man building the extension,
having gone through a normal, fair tender process.

As Phil has been available to start work quickly, it is expected that
the work should be finished in early June, barring unforeseen circum-
stances.

Phil has already placed fencing on site and done some initial work,
so now is a good time to ask villagers to ensure their children do not enter
the site nor tamper with equipment or materials.

For Health and Safety reasons, any visitors to the site should report to the
site office and sign in. :

Car parking in the Hall car park will be limited during the building
work. This is because of the container in the car park and also because the
contractors require parking spaces when on site.

If you are attending a group or event where you know there will be
lots of other cars parking, it may be worth planning to park at the side of
the road.

There will also be delivery and construction vehicles going in and
out from time to time, so we will need to keep the route through the car
park up to the field clear for these.

We would ask everyone to take extra Sibford Ferris
care when crossing the car park to and Stores and Post Office
from the front door.

Hopefully the finished exten-
sion should make any temporary in-
convenience worthwhile.

Your Local Convenience Shop

Bread baked daily on the premises
Fresh cakes and savouries
Newspapers & Cigarettes
Beers, Wines and Spirits

The Steering Committee. Chilled and Frozen Foods

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying and

Fax Services
National Lottery Agent
And lots, lots more.....

FRANCIS MORDAUNT

Telephone your order

MSSCh, MBChA for fee lacal delivery
WSIT.ING CH[ROPODIS:T. Ooenig Hours
To enquire about a Home Visit, ¢ ant to 6.00pm Monday to
: : Saturday
please telephone;
am to Ipm on Sunday
01295 730615 ’ _ j Terry & Judith
Professional Foot Care Main Strest Sibford Ferris
In Your Own Home Telephone 01295 788317




Our annual Social was very well attended and we
all enjoyed the delicious food generously
brought by everyone. The theme for the evening
was entertainment and a quite difficult quiz taxed
our brains before we sat down to eat and after-
wards talented members of the Society produced

a 'Music Hall' with songs and monologues. This was at times very
amusing and we thank all those brave souls for performing their party
pieces so well.

Robin Spicer will be leading another walk on Saturday, 23 February.
We will meet at 10 a.m. at Bill and Barbara Crabtree’s home in
Woodway Road and the walk will be approximately 5 miles but do
come prepared for muddy conditions. This walk is open to everyone,
so come and enjoy some fresh air and good company and when we
finish, there will be hot soup provided by Ann Spicer to warm us all up.

Our next Society meeting will be on 15 March and details for this will
be in next month's Sibford Scene.

The Bisbop Blaixze Inn
i7th Century Freebouse
Bunrdrop, Sibford Gowei
Tel, (01295) 780323

Sam & Sheila welcome vou,

Enjov our well-kept traditional ales
Hise our new menu of fine traditional fayre
Don't forget, Monday night is take-out night
Fish or double jumbe sausage and chips

Dow Serving Traditional Sunday Roast.
Heast Beef, Yonksbhine Pudding
Koast potatoes, New Potatoes,
and Three Veg,
Book Early To Reserve Your Table.

Please fote...our kitehen will now be closed Tuesday cvenings untll FNanch.
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Village Hall Entertainnient News

Wednesday 13th February at 7.00 pm sees the return of The Oxfordshire
Touring Theatre Company at the Hall performing "Arthur, the Sword and the
Legend" lasting approximately two hours, including a twenty minute interval
when wine / soft drink and nibbles will be served (donations gratefully re-
cetved).

This show is suitable for a family audience from ages 6 to 96 with tickets at
£3.50 for adults and £1.75 for children, either from Sibford Ferris PO & Stores
or ring 780025. The Show is about Merlin taking the young Arthur back in time
to see what it's like to be King - with dramatic consequences! It contains magic,
evil, songs and swords. As they perform in the centre of the Hall, tickets may
have to be restricted so please book early to avoid disappointment.

While the building of the Hall extension is in progress the capacity of the Hall
is reduced to 100 (normally 150) as we lose the use of one fire exit.

Each first Sunday of the month sees the Collectables and Car Boot Sale in and
around the Hall. the next one is on 3rd February, then 3rd March, from ap-
proximately 11.30 am to 3.00 pm. With the building work, parking will be re-
stricted in the car park but we do want to continue this good source of fund
raising so we hope everyone will bear with us. Our thanks to all the villagers
who keep us supplied with items for sale, in aid of Hall funds. We would still
like to see more local people through the door to keep the vendors happy, some
of whom have supported us for a number of years now. To book space please
phone 01295 251339. £5 per table/pitch. |
On Thursday 21st March at 7.30 pm. in the Hall, we have been asked by
Cherwell Leisure Services to host "The Rural Voices of Kala Sangam", a rich
and colourful family show. More details will be given in the next issue of the
Sibford Scene but this should be quite different to anything we have put on be-
fore and hopefully will include a story based on local rural life.

On Wednesday 27th March at 3.00 pm. (in half term) we have Puppetcraft
back in our Hall, who did "Mousehole Cat" last year which was a great success.
This time they perform 'Sindbad' (that's how it's spelt in their releases) an origi-
nal retelling from the world's most fantastic collection of stories. We are wel-
comed to their Arabian Tent and
the extraordinary travels of Sin-

FARMHBQOUSE

bad the Sailor, with music and
BﬂiﬁgngT exquisitely carved string puppets.
SWALCLIFFE Bring a cushion to lounge on for

- the children - suitable for 4 - 10
year olds and families but not un-
der 4's they say. Tickets will be
£4 & £2 and available later in
February.

Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful {4 544
surroundings in our comjoriable 71, -y
Farmhouse _ :

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYEOR,

TEL 01295 786206




SIBFORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL

The next meeting of the Sibford Gower Parish Council will take place at 8pm
on Kriday, 8th March 2002 in Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School.

Members of the public are cordially invited to attend.

Sibford Gower Annual Parish Meeting

This yearly event will take place in the hall of Sibford Gower Endowed Pri-

mary School at 7.30pm on Wednes-
day, 24th April 2002. An invitation
to attend is extended to all.

[ am Terry Martin
and for 15 years |
GRIMSEY have brought

%Tﬁ fresh, best quality
fish and shell fish

to your area direct from Grimsby
on the Lincolnshire coast, and I'll
be appearing at Sibford Village
Hall car park from approximately
4 pm till 6 pm every Monday.,

All welcome. I hope to see you all
soon. T.P. Martin

STUART and JOYCE
welcome you at
THE GATE HANGS HIGH
Hook Norton
Traditional Ales in our friendly pub
with excellent food available in the
extended restaurant
Evening Bookings Advisable
Telephone 01608 -~ 737387
BAR MEALS ALSO AVAILABLE
Open Seven Days per Week.
Bar only on Sunday evenings.

The Gate Hangs High & Hinders None,
Refresh & Pay and Travel On'

vour garden?
Forr  (Garden Dcsign & Advice,
ﬁanting Flans, Sourcing
& Fiant’ing

01608 685 314

Garden De:srgn

| et me tum Hourgarc(cn dreams into rcahtg

What dogu want from |
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GODSWELL NATURAL

THERAPY CENTRE
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham
Banbury, Oxon OX15 4ES

ehhhnk

Acupuncture, Alexsuder Techrique,
Aromatherapy, Art Therapy,
Chiropedy, Chiropractic,
Counsciling & Psychotherapy,
Cranio-sacral therapy, Eeomaosopathy,
NLP, Nmrihm, Phymo&kaempy,
Reflesology, Remedis
Reikd, prrituai ﬁeﬂmg,
- Shistsu, Yoga.

LAk dF

Fully qualified professional therapists

For information Ring 01295 720347




Playgroup News

Here we are, wrapped up against the cold for
the start of the spring term.
The Committee is still reeling from the excite-
ment of the Christmas Bazaar. Thank you to all
who made, bought and ate cakes, to those who
% donated prizes, toys and books and to everyone
q UQ who came to visit Santa and join in the fun and
GYQVO games. We raised over £800 for Playgroup
funds.
This term sees us anticipating diggers and 'dozers (with either fingers in
ears or nose pressed up against the window depending on ones enthusi-
asm for large noisy vehicles!) as building work commences at the Vil-
lage Hall. If Julie, Judith and Michelle can prize the children away from
the windows, there will be lots to make and do at Playgroup this term.
This week the children have been learning about animals, with a fine
cardboard cat and some scrummy gingerbread bears arriving at home.
Playgroup sends lots of 'good luck wishes' to Angelica, Billie and Jack
who moved up to school this term and a warm welcome awaits all who
join us. If you would like more information about Playgroup, please con-
tact Julie: 788594 or Michelle: 780813

HOOK NORTON, OX0O
(1 mille norih of village)
- Phone:
01608 737349

* Sales (INew & Used) * MOTs
* 3 year untimited mileage * Parts
warranty (New) , . * Body work
* Optional 12 months warranty * Imsurance estimeates

* Part exchange welcome * Attendant service (Fuel)
* Off Road demos * Jet wash
* Service * Friendly service &lots more!

* Vinyl graphics: for vehicle graphics, signage, magnetic, banvers, etc.

ESTABILISHED 1960
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A FARMYLY BUSINESS )
The Firs Garsge would Hike to thank the local commmuuEnity
for there loyal support, it i much appraciated.

§




QUALITY FISH DIRECT FROM

PROPRIATOR:
T.P. MARTIN
. TEL.:GRIMSBY
3. of§. 3 Q172
8 SE558BE 8 589742
&8 wmmmmw.mm m MOBILE:
BT fsp.ogel § 07812
'20% osgREt IR a .
Sef fspifgis S 361853
NRl_memmCmmq £ #
Dou dg_.nwhmoes S , o
g2 E£022884 .8
mmm w,m m mmmmfm m May I introduce my self, I am Terry Martin
T S3EEtEs 8 and for 15 years i have brought fresh,
& “28" &-|. best quality fish and shell fish to your area,
direct from Grimsby on the

& Lincolnshire coast, and I'll be appearing at
& Sibford Village Hall car park every monday
I from approximately 4 pm till 6 pm,
All welcome catering service also available
. Hope to see you all soon
T.P. Martin




Jumble Sale
In aid of

‘Holy Trinity Church, Sibford Gower
On Saturday 9th March 2 pm.
In Sibford Village Hall

Please save yourjumble and anything we can sell.
Erica Wimbush 780555 or Jane Holliday 780500 will store or collect
items until the sale

Sibford Ferris Parish Council

A letter from parishioners about suggested measures to ease the villages traffic
problems was read but we are waiting to see the effect of the new Schoo] en-
trance from the Hook Norton road and the other helpful measures that the
School are taking, which are;
1. To ask all parents to use the Gate Hangs High route when coming to the
School
2. To seek permission to put ‘Sibford School’ directive signs at Lower Tad-
marton directing to the Gate Hangs High.

3. Holly House Drive will be access only during morning and afternoon peak
times. :
4. The Schools own minibuses from Banbury to use the Gate Hangs High
route. _
[t this system is noticed as not working piease report it to the School Estates
Manager and the Parish Council.

L

New Clerk to the Parish Council required
Sibford Ferris PC require a new parish clerk. The post requires letter writing
and basic book keeping skills and taking minutes at 8 or 9 meetings a year.
.fyou are interested in village affairs and can spare 3-4 hours a week (remu-
neIated) please contact any of the councillors; Barbara Crabtree 780635,
John Simms 780655, Arnold Lamb 780357, Peter Randall 780597.
Dawd Dyre 01608 737607
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Sibford Horticultural Society

The Christmas meeting was well attended and most enjoyable.
Roger showed some beautiful slides and we thank very m uch and look for-
ward to this years slide show.

The next meeting is in March when we will have a talk on hel—
libores, we hope to see many of you then and hopefully new members as
well.

The annual show takes place in August and hopefully lots of people
will enter this year, the list of handicraft and photography classes follows,
so hopefully lots of you will now get busy.

Handicrafts..

1, A pin cushion.

2, A piece of tapestry.

3, A padded coat hanger.

4, A hand knitted article.

5, An example of embroidery.

6, A handicraft exhibit made of wood or metal.

7, A handicraft exhibit made of any material excluding the above.
8, The spirit was willing... A craft item started but not finished.
Photography. (not to exceed 5" x 10"

I, "Talk about the weather" a photograph

2, Taken within the parishes of Sibford or Epwell. a photograph
'3, "A celebration" a photograph -

4, Photographic portrait - Human

5, Photographic portrait - Animal

0, Photographs of 4 views mounted and named

7, A black and white photograph (any size)

8, A photograph using a computer

9, An amateur painting or drawing.

AROMATHERAPY & Fire Lighting Wood
MASSAGE for Sale
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE £2 per big bag
VIRGINIA BENNETT SRN | Call in anytime and ask

MHAF for Mick Canning, at

Home Visits Available The Old Malt House,
Tel 01295 780373 Sibford Ferris

Tel; 01295 780321
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The Christmas Bike Ride

Twas a week before Christmas when all through the village a
frantic pumping of tyres and mending of punctures was going on. At 7
o'clock a large group gathered at Lanes End Corner in festive mood, for
this was our Christmas meal bike ride to the Stags Head at Swalcliffe.
Several of the bikes sported Christmas Trees varying in height from 6
inches to about 2 feet, complete with lights! There was also a festive
teddy hitching a ride on a carrier in a drunken fashion.There was some
glittering headgear but antlers proved to be a poor choice (problems going
down hill, wind resistance etc.)

Finally we set off. The fit group heading out towards Epwell
White House and back to Swalcliffe via Shutford and the rest of us going
to Shutford and Swalcliffe Lea. There were a few groans when people
realised we weren't taking the direct route. It was an excellent evening for
the ride, still and not to cold. Many of us don't do a lot of night cycling
but we got the hang of'it though it is not recommended to obscure your
light with too much tinsel. We arrived at the Stags Head at just about 8
o'clock to be greeted by those who had not cycled (two ankles in plaster is
a passable excuse) We were just relaxing and people were asking where
the group founder was when in he came to cheers (or jeers) but alas it was
for a drink, quick chat and delivery of christmas cards. Twenty seven sat
down to a meal and as the food arrived a lull in the general babble oc-
curred except for a few calls of 'pass the potatoes', "I wish I had vegeta-
bles instead of salad, they look so nice' and 'the lamb is delicious'. There
was lots of discussion over puddings, sticky toffee or chocolate chilli
cake or one of the many others. Puddings were consumed with much tast-
ing of the chocolate chilli cake which was good. Gradually as half past
ten came and went people started to disperse. The first to leave were
greeted by shouts of have you paid yet. After counting the money and
puzzling over it for several minutes as there was a £40 short fall a voice
piped up T'm paying ours by plastic' - sighs of relief. Some cycled home
arid brought cars back to pick up other members and their bikes, some
hitched lifts to bring vehicles to collect bikes and youngsters. (apparently
4 people and 4 bikes do not go easily into one Land Rover but it is pOSSi-
ble). Some of us just had a steady ride home. Thanks must go to Mari-
anne, the -mover and shaker on this. [ think everyone thought it was a
good evening. Thank you to the Stags Head for putting up with us and the
broken glasses. "The lamb was delicious" but so was everything else.
P.S. To qualify to attend next years event you have to attend at least 4
Tuesday Bike Rides. Joanna Gilkes
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SIBFORD SURGERY ANNOUNCEMENT

As many of you will know Dr Susan Heath has been suffering from
Il health for most of the last year. We are very pleased to say
that she has made an excellent recovery but has decided to retire
from general practice. Susan has béen a partner at the Surgery
since 1983 and during that time has earned the respect and
affection of many patients. She has also been active in the village,
particularly being involved with the Horticultural Society and the

‘Town Estates Charity. We will miss her greatly, and wish her well

in her new life in Oxford. | :

We are delighted to announce that Dr Emma Haskew has
accepted a partnership here. Dr Haskew has been working as a
locum at the surgery and within the Banbury area for the last
couple of years and is well known to many of our patients. She
trained at Newcastle medical school where she graduated with
MBBS (distinction). before moving south to Oxfordshire. Emma
has worked at the Horton and Churchill hospitals as well as being
a locum GP, and is well acquainted with the local area. We would
like to welcome Emma to Sibford Surgery and hope she will be very
happy in her new career. |

To mark the occasion of Dr Heath's retirement we will be
holding a lunchtime farewell party on:-

Sunday 24th February

Sibford Village Hall from 12.30pm

If you would like to attend, please contact the Surgery on 01295
780213, so we have an ideq g e — -

of numbers. DAVID MALONE
We are making a collection | 1iicH c1.ASS PAINTER AND DECORATOR

towards a gift for Dr§ iiepics

Heath. Any contributions | Sibford Gower
! Banbury

and/or cards etc may be | Oxfordshirc OX15 SRW ¥
| Tel: (01295) 780546
left at the Surgery. | Tek(0120%)

CITB REGISTERED
Broken Colour Effects and Paperhanging o Speciality :




HOLIDAY TIME IN SOUTH AFRICA

When [ was at school, the first essay of the term was always to write
about what you did in your holidays. So I thought I'd start off the new year
with what we did for our Christmas folidays in particular and what South
Africans do in general. '

December is to South Africa as July/August is to the UK, the end of
the school year and the main summer holiday break. Add to that all the
usual festive frenzy and you have got a very busy time for all concerned.
Many businesses actually close down for nearly a month so people suddenly
realise that if they want that new sofa or the fence mended they will have to
organise it before about the third week in December or wait until nearfy the
end of January ( it takes a while for things to get moving again! ]

The roads are incredibly busy with people visiting friends and rela-
tives for Christmas or on the usual dash to the coast to lie on the beach and
soak up the sun. When we lived in Johannesburg, it always amazed us how
the place resembled a ghost town during this time as everyone seemed to
have rushed, [emming like to the sea. The downside to all this activity on
the roads is the appalling death toll. During this December. over 600 people
had died already and we still have the statistics for January to come!

So what did we do this year? We went away too but we opted to
have a change from the Cape and fly to Durban and then take a short drive
- to an area just north of Pietermaritzburg called the Natal Midlands. Actually
it is now called Kwazulu Natal or KZN for short. We stayed at a countrv
lodge in the middle of beautiful rolling farmland; very much cattle country.
It had a very English feel to it, not surprising as Natal was part of the British
colonies at one stage. Also the countryside looked like England until you
noticed the arum lilies growing wild in the fields and picked up porcupine
quills along the road.

RED HORSE FUELS 5 —
iR Hosging Ed &BT@&H&S%
Windmill Farm, Oxhill, Warwickshire N
Telephone: 01926 642832 AGDON FARM
Rl Nr Brailes
Bottled Gas and Paraffin { Comfortable rooms
Peat, Compost, Growbags, Soil, :
- sﬂp&avefagaﬁt N in ¢ld stone farmhbouse
Garden Fencing B . o g
Lawn Mowing/Garden Tidying T@l. Maggﬁﬁ Qn@?g
Phone for more details 91608 685226
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The Christmas festivities themselves were great fun as there was
only about twenty of us so it was like a big house party. We decorated the
tree on Christmas Eve, we had Christmas carols sung to us hy the kitchen
staff - all in Zulv, and a fancy dress party on Boxing Day. Steve got up
early on Christmas morning and caught a trout in the local pond. Although
Christmas Eve was hot and sunny, we had mist and rain the rest of the time
which made it cool enough to light log fires so we felt a little akin to a UK

_nristmas. Ch! and the food was wonderful including the fresh raspberries
picked every morning and served with breakfast. It was a. lovely break and a
great way to spend Christmas when you're away from family and old
friends. :
Then it was back to the Cape and some steaming hot weather. New
Year's Eve was spent al the Golf Club on Erinvale where we had a great -
evening eating (again) and dancing the night away. It was a gorgeous sums-
mer night so the party went on into the small hours as we watched the fire-
works going off all over False Bay.

‘Thits has been a buimper holiday season for shops and restaurants as
the foreign tourists have taken advantage of the failing Rand. There have
been reports of people coming here on holiday and ending up buying a prop-
erty because it is such good value for money. South Africans seem to have
been spending too, perhaps realising that we are in for some significant price
rises very soon, particularly on foreign imports.

Well, the new school year starts in the next week or so, depending
on the Provi-ce and everything will gradually get back to normal. Although
the holiday season will continue for overseas visitors, especially those want-
ing to escape the northern winter. We have Steve's sister and brother-in-law
staying with us at the moment so we are enjoying some of the Cape's de-
lights with them. It's a tough life!

Pat and
Steve
Bates

building regs. sefvice
Contact

D.R.Bovill
On 01295 78

TG S

ot

0609 {

| ¢ complete design serviee [ CCREATIVE EARTHE
internal alterations, A For :
lofts and extensions CREATIVE
hard landscaping GARDEN DESIGN
timber constructions anda -
full planning and PROFESSIONAL

| TELEPHONE: 01295 788819 [}

| PLANTING SERVICE |
i Conitact:

Sarah Marryn
at CREATIVE EARTH
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Ray Henbrey 1926 - 2001

Ray was born in Kent, in Dover in 1926 so he was 13 when the war started
and living as he did in the front line, he and his brother were evacuated to
Wales. On returning home after the war he did some supply teaching before
National Service in the Royal Signals. He followed this with a brief spell at
the London School of Economics but left to take a Bachelor of Science de-
gree at university in Sussex. He then joined the Post Office as it was then
and subsequently British Telecom as a radio engineer. He and Miriam had
been married in 1952 after meeting on a coach from Dover to London. Al-
ways one to admire beautiful ladies, he said that he liked her hair and thus
found an excuse to sit next to her on the return journey. But it was pretty
serious and in only three weeks he proposed marriage when on Waterloo
Bridge. It was a year before they were married as there were some parental
problems to overcome. But Ray was a determined chap and married they
were when they went to live in Finchley in North London. Here they pro-
ceeded to build various aviaries and to raise foreign finches and canaries,
not forgetting the parrot. In 1963, they bought a plot of land in Ashford in
their home county of Kent and built a house; the finches and canaries and
the parrot were superseded by a study of photography when Ray became an
accomplished photographer. He enjoyed cricket as befitting a Man of Kent
(which I understand he would have been as opposed to a Kentish Man).

In 1970 Ray started specialising in satellite communications work with
much time spent at Goonhilly, the BT satellite receiving and transmitting
station. In 1977 he applied successfully for a job with Intelsat, the interna-
tional satellite telecommunications organisation based in Washington DC
where he and Miriam moved to live in nearby North Virginia. Here they
had a happy and interesting life for ten years and Ray was called on to
make business visits to many parts of the world including Indonesia, India

s AEERES R R R R REREESRRE
LRIEIONTIONS 1oF § DAVIDRANDALL TREE GARE

the March ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN
. CROWN THIN / REDUCTIONS, FELLING, ALSO
Sibford Scene HEDGECUTTING , FENCING AND
tO tlle Shop or WOODCHIP MULCH SUPPLIED
Editor by

February 19th

E
FRIENDLY ADVICE AND FREE QUOTES §
“A SIBFORD BASED BUSINESS”™ %

&

01295 780 342
0000608000000 000042¢0
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and Russia, on some of which Miriam was able to accompany him. Ray also
travelled extensively in both Europe and the USA on telecom business and
later on in retirement, he and Miriam made numerous overseas visits includ-
ing the Caribbean and South Africa.

Ray retired from Intelsat in 1987 when chance brought him and Miriam to

- buy a house in Sibford Ferris which was very fortinate for the local com-
munity. Ray had in his early days displayed tendencies to help the less for-
tunate than himself for while studying in Brighton for his degree, he
frequently visited St. Dunstans to read to “he blind there. These inherent
trends now blossomed in Sibford and in no time he was secretary of the
Horticultural Society and editor of the Sibford Scene. He was also the prime
mover in getting off the ground the proposal of some of the Sibford School
pupils and staff to set up a luncheon club for tie elderly housebound which
was subsequently named the Fielding Day Centre. Ray was the original
Chairman and he also took on the vital, complicated and arduous job of or-
ganising the weekly rota of helpers. Ray continued as Chairman for five
years but remained on the committee and continued with the rota until he
was taken ill. Indeed he was visited by one friend in the Horton Hospital
who found him sitting in a chair bent double and looking far from well. On
receiving sympathy for his apparent condition, he looked up with that
cheeky smile of his and revealed that he was working on the Fielding Rota.
And this [ think is where we come to perhaps the most important and en-
dearing part of Ray and I quote from the words of one of his closest local
friends “A cheeky chappy, quick witted, enjoyed a Joke, especially a saucy
one. Even towards the-end of a very long and debilitating illness, hardly
able to speak or move, his face still lit up for a choice story. He was conviv-
lal company and an excellent host. He flirted outrageously, but never clan-
destine”. (As another friend said “delightfully wicked”) “He had a careful
and thoughtful approach to his many self imposed duties and was especially
good with older people. Widely travelled, with a wide knowledge as a re-
sult.”

I'think that was a very fair summing up of Ray’s approach to life and Sib-
ford people have been very blessed by Ray and Miriam coming to live
among them. It is wonderful that Miriam, though having moved to Chipping
Norton, is still involved with her and Ray’s joint charitable activities in Sib-
ford and we extend to Miliiam and all her family our love and sympathy,

- To all my dear friends in the Sibfords who came to_Ray’s funeral
A big thank you for making the day so memocrable and your generous
contributions towards my two chosen charities in memory of Ray.
Miriam Henbrey
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LEO NEWS - (LADIES’ EVENING OUT)

The December meeting was held at Greta Baadsgaard's cosy home
and took the form of Christmas readings, festive food and mulled
wine. Although fewer people attended than usual, due to various rea-
sons, it was nevertheless very enjoyable.

This occasion usually starts off the Christmas season very
satisfactorily and has become one of the LEO traditions.

-0-0-0-

Now that all the Christmas festivities are over and it is time-to settle
down again, we are planning some more LEO evenings.

The first one, on the 19th February, will be at Mary Bristow's, at
Long View, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, where it was decided that the
subject for discussion would be "Memories of School Days". Most of
us will have to cast our minds back a long way, but it should be worth
the effort.
New members are always welcome, so come along and bring some of
your memories.

MW

THERESA JACK
” VIEHICLE LIVERY : SIGAGE : |

BANNERS : MAGRETIC : ARTWORKS : ETC |

| Tel: 01606 730555 Fax: 730271, §




Our spring term is up and
running but we still have va-
cancies on some courses-
HOOK NCRTON ‘ Hips, -Bums and Tums -
- COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE Monday mornings at the Me-

morial  Hall 9.15am -
10.15am with Emily Archer -come along and get toned-up for spring and
sumimer.
Fitness for Men takes place on Monday. evenings at Hook Norton School
7.50pm to 9.05pm with Scott Orchard - improve your fitness in the company
of others all abilities welcomed. |
Dominoes for preschool children on Wednesday mornings at the Memorial
Hall 9.30am - 10.15am’ with Jan Price - this is an introduction to early
numeracy and literacy through traditional staries, games, number rhymes
and songs. This early lcarning opportunity for preschool children is a fun,
exciting and sociable way to build up self -confidence in a relaxed atmos-
phere. Why not come along for a FREE session and give it a try?
We have a 55+ Beginning Word Processing course starting Thursday 21
February 9.30am - 11.45am for 4 weeks - with Pam Richardson. If you are
a complete beginner and want to learn the basics of a computer then this is
the gentle easy start you need. ‘
We are holding Saturday Workshops on 2 March 10am - 3pm and still have
a few spaces on:
Life Drawing and Painting with tutor Jenny Roberts - enjoy a day life
drawing and painting - all abilities welcome.
Spring Beauty Workshop with -beautician Sue Coles - come along and
spend a day learning how to do a basic cleanse and tone routine, a natural
mask and try out the new spring make-up colours.
Powerpoint - with computer expert Hazel Hope - learn how to create a slide
show for giving presentations ete. |
Hardy Perennials with gardening journalist Val Bourne - an introduction to
star perennials for every season of the gardening year. |
it you require further information on any of our courses please ring 01608
730052 or contact the Community Education Office based in the Primary
School in Hook Norton. - -

19



More volunteers needed to éuppoﬁ
parents whose children have Special
Educational Needs!

60 Independent Parenta] Supporters (IPS) are
presently enjoying the

opportunity to offer assistance or a hstemng ear
to parents whose children have Special Educa-
tional Needs. Would you like to join them?

‘Many people do not realise that one in five children have Special Educational
Needs at sometime during their school career., ‘
The Parent Partnership Service of the Oxfordshire LEA run a successful scheme
of support for parents whose children are experiencing difficulties. Parents may
need someone to explain to them what the official letters mean or need help
preparing for a meeting. Having someone who understands the process carl
make a big difference to an already worrying time.

The Independent Parental Supporters meet together monthly to share expem
ences and often-an interesting speaker talks to the group. All Independent
Parental Supporters are offered training in:

*  How the assessment system for children with Special Educational Needs
operates in Oxfordshire

*  What the jargon means * What the relevant legislation says

*  Negotiating and mediating skills

The extent of the Independent Parental Supporter's (IPS) role

Support, consultation and expenses will be provided for all volunteers. You

could make a positive contribution and enjoy it at the same time.
If you think you may be interested in becoming an IPS, please ring:

Parent Partnership Helpline on 01865 810516



Sibford Ferris Store & Post Office
Main Street, Sibford Ferris, Banbury Oxon OX15 5RG
Tel / Fax 01295 788317
Dear Editor,

All the Christmas tinsel has finally settled and we are hopefully get-
ting back to "normal", if that state really exists.

We would once again like to take this opportunity to extend our
thanks for the countless -number of Christmas cards and gifts which we re-
ceived over the festive period. We were somewhat overwhelmed and hope
that we managed to thank everyone individually; if we missed you out
please accept this as both our thanks and apology.

, ~ Once again the Christmas spirit was upheld at our "pensioners"
party, this seems to have grown with each year as "pensioners" get younger
and seem to qualify almost as soon as they leave school!

Our thanks for your support and friendship over the past 12 months,
we look forward to another year of providing you with that diminishing fea-
ture of village life, a shop and post office but most of all a place to meet up
with friends both old and new.

Terry & Judith

COMPTON LANE S SN
NURSERIES SIBFORD SYSTEMS & NETWORKS

Little Compton, Over 15 years experience of PC and Mac
Nr Moreton—in-Marsh sales, support, upgrades and networking
Tel- 01608 674 578 600MHz PC systems from £450
We offer an exciting and diverse | § Apple iviac and G4 systems from £549
range of alpines and herbaceous
perennials, many of which are not WWW package with free domain name,
widely available, A sales area s uniirited web space, 5 e-mail accounts,
rounded by planted borders offers internet access only £40 p.a.

interest and ideas all year round.
The alpine garden al.ows visitors to

see some real gems _-owing in e
open and under glass and houses

; E-mail to your domain name only £20 p.a.

sibford.com e-mail addresses only £5 p.a.

the Joe Ellic: collection. ' ' Prices include local delivery and
Open Tuesday to Samrday installation but exclude VAT@ 17.5%
' 10am to 5pm Febmary to 33 Distons Lane, Chipping Norton OX7 5NY
b : Tel/Fax: 01608 641323
Octo er e-mail: geoff @sibford.co,uk
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WELCOME TO SIBFORD

[f you are a new resident of Sibford and have not yet received a copy
of the "Welcome to Sibford" booklet, please teleplione Manreen War-
den on Swalcliffe 788252 (Gower or Burdrop) or Mary Mills on
Swalcliffe 780248 (Ferris) and a copy will be delivered to poun. The
information will help to make you feel at home - by acquainting you
with the services, schools, clubs and societies that are currently active
int the villages.

This month we say "welcome" to Craig and Nicky Wallace, who have
come over from Dubai to live in Beecroft, Burdrop, with their three
children:- Julian (12), Natasha (11) and Christine (7). The children all
go to the Friends' School and are looking forward to being able to take
their dog, Pheobe, out of quarantine soon.
Craig is in the computer business, while Nicky is a full-time mother.
Both Craig and Nicky enjoy golf, cooking and music. They are busy
decorating their house at the moment, before the rest of their possessions
are shipped over at the end of the month.

Secondly, Christian and Victoria Fletcher have recently moved
into 1 Cross Cottage, Sibford Gower.,
They are no strangers to rurai life, having both come from "Last of the
Summer Wine" country in West Yorkshire. Christian works in formula
one racing at Brackley and Victoria works for a charitable trust in Oxford.
Both are very excited about living in Sibford and are looking forward to
meeting their new neighbours and joining in with the village activities.

THE VILLAGE SHOP - HOOK
NORTON
* NATIONAL LOTTERY *

(Grocery - Greengrocery -Bakery

Wines - Spirits - Confectionery

Newspapers - Magazines - Cards Afl aspects of tree care undertaken

Flowers - Plants and Accessories Sgsmméﬁsingiﬁn m@mn/wem@yai of

. rees ln con spBees
Video Rental - Botiled Gas Supptier of logs & chinpings
Open Monday to Friday 7am o Over 20 years experlence g
Fully insured =

N i For a free quéte and a chat please
Saturday 7am to &pm - contact:
Sunday 8am to 6pm Arthur White (7he Tree Chap) 012085 788548

- + L .
Teiephone: 01608 727245
}
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W.I. NEWS & INFORMATION

Our December meeting was a great success, thanks to the inventive team
games devised by Kathleen Winter and Mary Bristow. The festive decora-
tions, delicious tea (with sherry!) and excellent entertainment provided by
Jean Puddle at the piano with her young granddaughter Rebecca who also
sang beautifully, made it one of our most enjoyable meetings.

The January meeting started well with the gain of one new member, Jane
Martin, and one prospective member who we hope will join us soon.

Greta Baadsgaard introduced us to our speaker The Rev. David Knight from
Tysoe Church. He told us that after attending Theological College he was
given the challenging task of caring for a Congregation in Salford, Lancs.
Their church had been badly vandalised, was falling to bits and clearly a new
venue would have to be found. The Lowry Public House became the new
church, which gave the title "PUB TO CHURCH" for the talk. Many amusing
anecdotes were told as to how this came about. Margaret Cox thanked David

Knight and spoke for all of us when she said 'Salfords' loss is Tysoes' gain' !

We had more than usual entries for the competition which was won by
Audrey Taylor, 2nd Jean Puddle and 3rd Maureen Warden.

Our tea hostesses were Kathleen Reid and Kathleen Winter.
NEXT MEETING: Mrs Newman - "Stepping Stones". February 12th.
Competition: An interesting stone - painted or natural.

R.P.
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LSO EXTENSIONS, PATIOS

Elizabeth Webber FENCING ETC.
b e HISH QUALITY WORK, FREE ESTIMATES,

01298 780708 0771 4613173
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Godswell Natural Therapy Centre
Bloxham, Banbury

Tel: 01295 - 788101




The §7‘a§’r Head, Suiic/rffe
Tel; 01295 780232
Our Budfcher’s the pecs
Cur Baker'c not bad erfhe
and we're workng on the candiestekmakers

Listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide
and The Good Pub Guide

Propretors: Tufn ane lan %rf"ara’
Fabidous Food

Swperb Real Ale and wines
mDmDMLSMNﬁAY ROAST LANCH
PIRIAANT DISHES A SPEC-TAL!TY
4 COURSE CHRISTMAS MENIU FOR. PARTIES

WE CURRENTLY HAVE VACANCIES FOR
WAITING, & KITCHEN STAFF. PLEASE
TELEPHONE JULIA FOR DETAILS.
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French & English
Country Cufsine

We Specialize in

- Marquee Weddmgs
¥5

Old Plush Mill House, West Street, Shutford

0612935 788598

CARPENTRY
PLUMBING
ELECTRICS

HEATING INSTALLATION

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING

SECURITY

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE
LOCAL SERVICE

HUGO SEELY 01295 780355
FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATES

No job too large . .
Excellent iocal references avaiiable




The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2001
The total collected in the villages for the above appeal was
£844.87
May I take this opportunity to thank the wonderful band of collectors
and to all who gave so generously to this appeal.
R. Spicer Honorary Organiser

COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2002 at 10.30 am

A Coffee Morning will be held in aid of The Church MISS!OI] Society at
- The Red House, Burdrop.

There will be a food stall and a raffle. Donations of home made cakes and
raffle prizes would be greatly appreciated.

Re - Upholstery

LEARN TO DRIVE

Antigue & Modern

, Roy Bishop A.D.I.

| Dining Chairs Easy Chairs Arm Chairs § | Hourly lessons, Intensive courses.

Three Piece suites Ete. ' o !
Contraces Usdurtslen : Pass Plus, Motorway tuition.

Tel: 07967360417

20 Years Experience 2 Cotswold Close, Sibford Ferris, Ny Banbury, Oxon.

Free Estimates

B. WEBBER

01295 269362 MEADOWCROFT
—_— SECRETARIAL SERVICES
e Tel. 01295 780741+ Ansafone
' (Evenings/Weekends
Help your body to keep itself healthy Tel. 01295 788106 + Ansafone)
Letters, Manuscripts,
Enjoy a reviving and relaxing C.V’s, etc.
Swedish Therapeutic Massage | LASER PRINTER
Photocopying/ Fax
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
Call Sue on 01295 788398 Collection/Delivery
e O e o S S0 o S o O o O o S N B R R R if L e




Church Services

Society of Friends Sunday at 10.30 am
Methodist . Sunday at 11.00 am
Roman Catholic Mass Wroxton Sunday at 9.00 am

| : Brailes Sunday at 11.30 am
Baptist Hook Norton  Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of the Firstborn (Bridleways S.Gower) Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower.

February

Sun  3rd  Young at Heart at Tadmarton 10 am

Sun  10th Family Service 10 am

Wed 13th  Ash Wednesday Eucharist at Shutford 8 pm
Fri 15th  Holy Communion 7.30 am

Sun  17th Holy Communion 9.30 am

Fri 22th  Holy Communion 7.30 am

Sun  24th  Holy Communion 9.30 am

March

Fri Ist Holy Communion 7.30 am
Sun  3rd Benefice Fucharist at Swalcliffe 10 am

John Mulley

BC MCC BAAC

AM Clinic, Banbury: 01295 262100
Bicester Chiropractic Clinic; 01869 321166

Or:. 01295 780629

Full day care for children 2%
to B yesrs

. Fuil and part tima places

+ Open Monday to Friday
8.00am ~ 4.00pm.

» Exceliant Ofated Raport

The nursery provides excelient opportunities for children to
explore and fearn 2t thelr own pace under the guldance of
traised, experianced and caring siafl.

For further information ring Julia

Tel: (01295) 780580 26

: !ns;".-i'ring a gene;atian to say NO to magnolia! §

EVERY FORM OF

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

. PAINTING AND DECORATING

CLEAN TiDY & EFFICIENT

DELIGHTFUL DECORATION BY POLLTE PAINTERS

FREEFONE

0800 7311165

Approved by BELEY

featured in House Baouwtful Perfect Home,
Inspleations, BEC Good Homes show and Central TV ‘Owr Howse',




Sibford Bus Services

Free Bus Service
To Chippy Wednesdays February 6th & 20th Departs 10 am
To Banbury Thursdays February 14th & 28th Returns 12 noon

Pick up points are; The Colony, High Meadow, Cross Roads, Village Hall.
Service 480 Shipston - Sibford - Banbury

Not Sat (NS) Sat Only (S)

| , NS S NS S
Shipston 8.4
S Ferris School Ko 8,10 913 1987 1257 B4 1897
S Gower Crossroads ~ 7.18 9.13  9.10 11.05 13.05 13.40 1830
Banbury Bus Station 745 940 940 1132 1332 14.10 18.57

NS S NS S

Banbury Bus Station  10.30 12.30 12.30 14.40 15.10 18.00

S Ferris School 1081 12,57 1257 1587 "1537 1ROy
S Gower Crossroads  11.00 13.00 13.00 15.10 1540 18.30
Shipston | 13.25

Cherwell Villager 55 Sibford ~ Banbury

Wednesdays Only Outward Return

Sibford Gower 9.55 am 1.55 pm
Sibford Ferris 9.57 am 1.53 pm
Hook Norton 10.15 am 1.45 pm
Bloxham 10.35 am 1.15 pm
Banbury 10.50 am 1.00 pm

Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disabled people and
| escort to Banbury (max fare £1.20)
Door-to-Door service. Book at least one day in advance.
Operates on WEDNESDAYS ONLY.
-Phone 263777 for more details.
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Calendar of Events

February

Sun 3rd Collectables and Car Boot Sale. V. Hall 12 - 3pm p6

Sat  9th Coffee Morning at The Red House. 10.30 am. p25

Tue 12th W.L.‘Stepping Stones’ p23 |

Wed 13th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)
Wed 13th *Arthur, the Sword and the Legend’ V. Hall 7 pm. p6

Sat 16th Recycling Units in Acre Ditch

Mon 18th Ferris Parish Council Meeting.

Tue 19th LEO Meeting. ‘Memories of School Days’ p18

Tue 19th Deadline for contributions to the March Sibford Scene plo
Sat 23rd Sibfords Society Walk. 10 am. p5

Sun 24th Dr. Heaths Retirement Lunch. Village Hall 12.30 pm. p13
Wed 27th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)

March (part)

Sun 3rd Collectables and Car Boot sale. V. Hall 12 - 3 pm p6

Fri  8th Gower Parish Council Meeting. 8 pm p7

Sat 9th Jumble Sale 2 pm in the Village Hall. p10

Wed 13th Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)
Fri  15th Sibfords Society meeting. p53

Wed 27th ‘Sindbad’ Puppet Show. Village Hall 3 pm. p6

Sat 30th Recycling Units in Acre Ditch

Cover Picture; Burdrop Corner

Sibford Scene
Editor; Adrian Lamb. Grounds Farm, Sibford Ferris. 780380
e-mail adrian.lamb@care4free.net
Treasurer; Timothy Wimbush, The Rectory, Acre Ditch, S.Gower
780555 | "
Advertising: Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse. Sibford Gower.
Banbury, Oxon. OX15 5RT. Tel 788367



