20th, 21st and 23rd March

Bugsy Malone

At Sibford School. See page 10

24th and 25th March
Art Exhibition

10.30 - 4.30
At Sibford Gower Primary School

See page 11




Nature Notes

Jan. 17th. Hook Norton seems to be a favourite village for waxwings to
visit. A few years ago a group of these spectacular birds were seen there
eating cotoneaster berries and recently there has been another sighting
there. Waxwings nest in Lapland moving down into southern Scandinavia
for the winter months and sometimes crossing the sea to Scotland. Some
years ago | had a letter from a farm near Lairg to say that 27 of them were
busily feeding on a cotoneaster bush growing against the wall of his barn.
What a sight that must have been. It is only very rarely that they make their
way as far south as this.

Feb. 2nd. Today I was shown a male mink which had been shot near
Lambs Pool. It was the first one that I have had in hand and it was bigger
and heavier than I expected. I tried to look up their weight in a book but
only found reference to the european mink. The ones that have escaped or
been released from farms into the wild here and are doing so much damage
to our wildlife are of the American strain.

Feb. 3rd. A muntjac appeared in the garden this morning. I think it may
have been a young one as it seemed less nervous than they usually are and
with its tail cocked up, looked very much like the kid of a toggenberg goat.
I thought that it might be tame enough to let me walk round it allowing it
to go into our clump of trees where I have seen signs that they are lying up
but it would not trust me to that extent and trotted back towards Mannings
Close:

‘Feb. 4th. Most of our grandchildren who were here to lunch were able to
watch the same or another muntjac as it wandered around in full view from
our kitchen window. It was only eating a few ivy leaves while I was
watching but I have noticed that a few of our garden flowers have been
neatly trimmed.

Feb. 16th. A mistle thrush that has been singing frequently for most of
this month has largely given up singing the typical short sharp phrases all
on a similar note in favour of a rapidly repeated Tyew-Tyew-Tyew-Tyew-
Tyew-Tyew which is not as nice. However it's distinctive song has taught
me that the same bird sings from different trees spread over much of
Sibford Ferris. Previously I would have thought that there were several
separate males singing in the area, which means they are rarer than I
thought.

Feb. 18th. While we were out today a sparrowhawk had picked a col-

lared dove right by the wall of our bungalow. It had taken the carcase
away with it just leaving a deep ring of feathers.

>



SIBFORD CRICKET CLUB - AGM ANNOUNCEMENT

Having concluded the season many months ago, it is now time to
look forward to the following Cricketing calendar.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Bishop Blaize at
7.30pm on 12th March.

All members of Sibford Cricket Club and anyone else who wishes to
attend are all welcome.

Sibford Gower Parish Council

Sibford Gower Parish Council is looking for a new Clerk following
the resignation of the present Clerk. Expenses and a small salary are

- paid in accordance with OALC guidelines. Average workload is
around 2 hours per week.
Knowledge of accounts will be helpful and the use of a word proces-
sor/computer an advantage.
For further information please contact the clerk Petra Berry (780462)
or ClIr Robin Spicer (780690).

The Parish Precept for 2001/2002
was set at £2000.

This years Litter Blitz will be held
on April 28th. Please come and
help tidy your village. Sacks, gloves
and aprons will be provided. We

FABRI{ZS. CURTAINS & SOFT FURNIEH[NGS

Handsewn & interlined curtains &

pelmet headings our speciality . .
R & RElsH Bl will meet at the Village Hall at 2
Customised design service and pm.
home consultancy
Every kind of fabric from many next Parish Counci : :
s The sh 1l Meeting is

oo Heken, Tie bdks: & Bilnnings on Friday Marfzh 23rd it 8 pm.
- The Annual Parish Meeting will be

toos Covarsand.  Lampshade making held on Wednesday May 2nd at

Cushions -
Wallpapers & Interior Be@mm 7.30pm. All meetings are held in
, Do Seadiegnis Sibford Gower Endowed Primary
Retpbuisey sl School.

Petra Berry, Clerk.

= lLl/li\ 01293 788115

()




‘Gardening Help

From March 1%-October 31* 2001
Person Required to help in the Walled Gardens at
Sibford School.
12.5 hours per week during Term Time and
15 hours per week during school holidays.
Timing of these hours is negotiable.

For further details please contact
Angela Bovill
01295780609

S 2

a complete design service |5

B

internal alterations,

tofts and extensions
hard landscaping

timber constructions
full planning and

building regs. service
Contact

B.R.Bovill

On 01285 780609

B2 ot 5 s A E o et R

FRANCIS MORDAUNT
MSSCh, MBChA
VISITING CHIROPODIST

please telephone;
012095 730615
Professional Foot Care
In Your Own Home

To enquire about a Home Visit,

4

Sibford Ferris
Stores and Post Office

Your Local Convenience Shop

bread baked daily on the premises
Fresh cakes and savouries
Newspapers & Cigarettes
Beers, Wines and Spirits
Chilled and Frozen Foods
Dry Cleaning, Photocopying and
Fax Services
National Lottery Agent
And lots, lots miore....

Telephone your order
for free local delivery

Opening Hours
7.30 am to 6.00pm Monday to
Saturday
Sam to Ipm on Sunday
Terry & Judith
Main Street Sibford Ferris
Telephone 01295 788317




EASTER APPROACHES ..c.ioinins CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Cards of our Sibford Village Panels will bring interest and happy memories
of time spent in the Sibfords to family and friends at Easter and on other
occasions.

ON SALE at THE SIBFORD VILLAGE STORE
Pack of 6 cards (1 of each panel) £3.50 per pack or 65p each

ALSO FROM Pauline Inns tel. 780702 or Mollie Mulley tel. 780629
We also have a pack of 6 cards of the same panel or of your choice.
Pack of 6 cards £3.50 or 65p each.

FOUND

in Pound Lane
a silver earring with design of half moon,
stars and two cats.
Phone: 780391

Bishop Blaize Inn
W ﬂ(,g P
ﬁ g [7th Century Freechouse
Burdrop, Sibford Gowen
2 % Tel(O1298) 780823
% & $am & Sheila Wekcome you.
g, - i Bnjoy our (LleB-Kept Traditional ales

Hiso cur peiv menu of fine Traditional Fayre
Don't forget Monday night is take-cut mght
Fish or double jumbo sausage and chips

Locking for some where fo go on & warm
sisTEniers eVening 7 Don't sit in any ganden
€it in cur Fabulous open garden with
views cuver the Giovious $ib Valley, wene
on a clear day yvou can see into three
different Counties.

n




It's that time of year again!
We are leaving our comfy winter quarters and heading for our birth
ponds for courting and spawning. Nocturnal drivers, pedestrians
too, please watch out for us, especially around Main Street, Bonds
End Lane, Colony Road & Hawkes Lane. We can quite easily be
spotted as our little throats glow white when picked up in headlight
& torch beams. With your help and care we hope to make it.

Thank you. Croak! Croak!
6~



ANEW YEAR’S HONOUR FOR SIBFORD

Congratulations to John Millband, for whom the New Year Honours
brought a well-deserved OBE ‘for services to the community in Nepal’,
John and Jean Millband have had their home in Sycamore Close, Sibford
Gower, since 1986 but for the last 10 years have spent much of their time
in Nepal.

John is a roads engineer and he has been helping the Nepalese government
to decide how the money offered by rich countries for road building
should be used for the greatest benefit to the community. Nepal is a
mountainous country with few roads - they are all tremendous walkers.
But new roads are easily washed away, so there is a temptation to build to
a much higher standard than is warranted by the potential traffic. And
roads built with the best intentions can sometimes have unfortunate re-
sults, for example if the village population decides to leave for the
fleshpots and overcrowded tenements of the capital, Kathmandu.

The right course can be difficult to see and even more difficult to follow,
as the roads department faces pressure from all quarters - Jocal and inter-
national, political and commercial. John, having acquired a thorough
knowledge of the terrain and people’s needs, was able to provide the sort
of calm and unprejudiced assessment of advantages and risks which
greatly strengthened the hands of local civil servants and politicians.

John went to Nepal for Banbury-based consulting engineers TP O’Sullivan
(of which he was a partner until the company was absorbed into the WSP
Group in 1997) and thanks to him the contract was repeatedly renewed.
Jean worked for a time in a local school. ‘The people are so kind and so
honest’, she says, ‘but all the same, it was 10 years in quite a hard post-
ing.” Although John is now officially retired and they will spend most of
their time in Sibford (and around - they are keen long distance cyclists),
the Nepalese have asked him back for a series of short monitoring visits
over the next couple of years.

John Millband follows a trail from Sibford to the Indian sub-continent pio-
neered by Frank Lascelles, with his pot of Sibford earth under the imperial
throne at the Calcutta Durbar. John’s mission has lasted somewhat longer
and his impact will be more durable, if less spectacular. It is a pleasure to
see such solid and useful work in remote places properly appreciated by
governments both there and here.

AG




The Society's annual Social had a theme of
£ 'Dance'and after a clever pictorial quiz identify-
Rl 5 ing different dances, designed by Maureen and
Keith Hicks, helped along by hot punch, we
enjoyed a delicious supper provided by every-
one present. To Peter Hardman’splaying on the
piano, we then sang songs on the theme of dance, which nearly raised
the roof of the Village Hall. Our evening concluded with Old Time
Dancing, to music provided by Beatie Haynes, which was enjoyed by
all present, even if some of the steps had eluded us over the years!

CHANGE OF DATE - Please note that the Annual General Meeting
has been changed to 22 March and not the 15 March as printed in the
yearly programme of events. Arnold Lamb has kindly offered to bring
along maps made of the trades carried out in the Sibfords at the end of
the 19th C and will talk about them.

The Deadline for contributions to the April Sibford Scene
will be Tuesday 20th March.

Copy to the Editor or the Village Shop.

HOOK

NORTON, oxoN
(1 mile north of village)
Phone:
01608 737349
www.firs-garage.com

* Sales (New & Used) * MOTs
* 3 year l:;li(?ﬂ:e;i mileage : Parts .
Warrai ew, Body wor
* Optional 12 months warranty ¥ Imsurance estimates
* Part exchange welcome * Attendant service (Fuel)
* Off Road demos * Jet wash
* Service * Friendly service &lots more!

* Vimyl graphics: for vehicle graphics, signage, magnetic, bannerg, ete.

’ ESTABLISHED 1960
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A FAMILY BUSINESS

The Firs Gerage wonld Hke to thank the loes] comemunity
for there loyal support, it is much appreciated.
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LEO NEWS

The venue was changed and members were entertained at Jenny
Barratt's.

It was one of the best evenings we have ever had and was a laugh from
beginning to end. Everyone had brought a wedding photo (or two) and
related how they came to meet their husbands, through to the eventual
marriage. There were many interesting revelations, and great interest
was expressed in the photos - how very much younger we looked and
how pretty we all were - and some of the husbands were pronounced
handsome and dishy! All round, I think we felt we were lucky to have
had their company for such a long time, (in some cases over fifty
years). We had one visitor, who not only told us how she had met her
husband, but related a spectacular story about the actual wedding,
which made headlines in the local paper at the time. They referred to
it as a "Carry On" wedding. This finished off the evening perfectly.
We were enjoying ourselves so much that we hadn't realised it was
11.30! The evening had gone by in a flash.

The March meeting, on the 20th, will be at Glynis Morbey's, 22 High
Meadow. As it appears there will be fewer people than usual, we
decided we would just have a "chatty" evening.

STUART and JOYCE NEED A BABY-SITTER
. welcome you at Then call
THE GATE HANGS HIGH Natasha 01295 780920 & %
Hoaok Norton _or
Traditional Ales in our friendly pub Kayleigh 01295 788190
with excellent food available in the

extended restaurant
Evening Bookings Advisable AROMATHERAPY &
Telephone 01608 - 737387 MASSAGE
BAR MEALS ALSO AVAILABLE INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Opcn Seven Dayg per Week. VIRGINIA BENNETT SRN
Bar only on Sunday evenings. MHAF
The Gate Hangs High & Hinders None, Home Visits Available
Refresh & Pay and Travel On.' Tel 01295 780373




Sibford School |
20 21% & 23" March

Tickets £5 & £3 concessions
Available from: Sibford School 01295 781 200

10



""'nd_ow'ed Primary Schoo!

=XHIBITION

Saturday 24 March & Sunday 25 March 2001
10.30 -

at
Sibford Gower Primary School

4.30 pm

Over 150 paintings for sale by local artists
Craft stalls
Refreshments

Acre Ditch
Sibford Gower
Banbury

§ Tel: (01295) 780546

What do you want from
your garden?
For (Garden Design & Advice,
° F]anting ﬂans, Sourcing
&Hantins

Tel O1608 685 314

| et me tu;-n 9§ur garden dreams into rcal
L“_

3|

Oxfordshire OX15 SRW

Broken Colour Effects and Peperhanging ¢ Speciality

CITB REGISTERED |

GODSWELL NATURAL

THERAPY CENTRE
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham
Banbury, Oxon OX15 4ES
ke
Acupuncture, Alexander Technique,
Aromatherapy, Art Therapy,
- Chiropedy, Chiropractic,
Counselling & Psychotherapy,
Cranio-sacral therapy, Homoeopathy,
NLP, Nutrition, Physiotherapy,
Reflezology, Remedial Massage,
Reiki, Spiritual Healing,
Shiatsu, Yoga.

kkkbkkk

Fully qualified professional therapists

For information Ring 01295 720347




Registered Chority LGEATES

OL.F.8.7.E.D APPROVED

AORDAYS. WEDNESDHAYS, THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS
©.00 - 12.00
SIBFORD GOWER VILLASE HALL

FOR 2 ¢ - B YEAR OLDS
ORLY £4 00 PER SESSION
MNURSERY VOUCHERS FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS ACCEPTED

FRIDAY SESSION DEDICATED TO
RISING 4'S & 4 YEAR OLDS ONLY
YO HELP PREPARE THEM FOR SCHOOL

SPACES NOW AVAILABLE FOR FRIDAYS

CONTACT OUR SUPERVISOR
JULIE BRUGSENWIRTH ON 01285 788524
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

VI
French & English
Country Cuisine

"Wéwwsfﬁ&%‘émf

We Specialize in .

- Marquee Fﬁ?’e%fdfngs

- Busing¥\Fune
s

Old Phush Will House, West Street, Shutford

012935 788598

:
4

CARPERTRY
PLUMBING
ELECTRICS -

HEATING INSTALLATION
RITCHEN & BATHROON FITTING
SECURITY

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIARIE
LOCAL SERVICE
HUGO SEELY 01295 788355
FREE NO-OBLIGATION ESTIRATES
ho job too large
Excellent local references available




&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ KRR RARRRY

: Agriculrare H Stanton Haorcournt Roa
Thdfordshire e

gy Witney, Oxon OX8 1TW
Tusociztion :

HATIONAL

COMMUNITY SUPPORT PR@EECZ‘ LOS TERT

CHARITIES
BOARD

The ! aster and Summer hohdays seem
to be getting longer !

Are the children getting under your
feet ?

@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ

-

Vo

Have you thought of providing seme
activities during the holidays 2
Jane Walker and Ann Wilcox can offer
advice. They would be delighted to visit
and chat with vou in your village.

s

@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ

f*ﬁﬁﬁ*{f@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ PR R 8 R R

=
Contact them @ the above address or telephone 01865 380900 ?ﬁb
E

. Oxfordshire Play Association is 2 Regissered Charity No. 276706 &

LR ES &%&%ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%gﬁﬁa%
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RED CROSS COFFEE MORNING
SATURDAY 17TH MARCH
SWALCLIFFE GRANGE
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
CAKES - RAFFLE
ENTRANCE £1.00 (to include coffee)
All proceeds to The Red Cross

First retreat day of 2001 at Handywater Farm, Sibford
Tuesday 10th April.

The arrival of the snowdrops and other signs of spring have turned our

thoughts towards planning dates for Quiet Garden days in the coming
months.

The first date for the diary is April 10 th, the Tuesday in Holy Week, when
Keith Walklate will lead the meditation. Holy Week is an appropriate time
to take a day's retreat. when we chose the same date last year, the occasion

was well attended and much appreciated.

Do take the opportunity to make space for a day's quiet reflection. What-
ever the weather, you will be made welcome either indoors or out.

Fuller details will follow in next month's Wykeham News, but if you would

like further information before then about Quiet Days at Handywater, ring
Sue on 01295 788770.

itiillﬁtitti&tﬁltt&t&:
DAVID RANDALL TRFECARE

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN
CROWN THIN / REDUCTIONS, FELLING, ALSO
HEDGECUTTING , FENCING AND
WOODCHIP MULCH SUPPLIED

“A SIBFORD BASED BUSINESS™

01285 780 342

6064606060000 000000002¢
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W. I NEWS & INFORMATION

The sun was shining and knowing our speaker, we were assured
of a pleasant afternoon.

To be prematurely widowed and left In a seven bedroomed house
would have daunted many a widow, but not so Barbara Gray. By
hosting (and In some cases almost mothering) a wide variety of
overseas students from an Oxford college, she entertained us with
many descriptions and anecdotes of the 'Students I Have Loved'.

From a four-foot lass who completely floored two large male
colleagues to an XXL male who was obliged to invest In his own
transport, finding a shared seat in the busy public transport quite
Inadequate.

Small or large, she cared for them all. This was a reciprocated
gesture as shown by the many ensuing overseas wedding invitations!

We were full of admiration for her patience and prowess and our
sincere thanks were expressed by Rosalind Pearlman.

Successful marmalade makers were st Greia Baadsgaard, 2nd.
Kathleen Reid and 3rd. Gillian Soden. -

Our generous tea hostesses were Glennis Hardman and Jennie
Barrat.

QUR NEXT MEETING
Tuesday March 13th.
Annual Meeting
with
Bring and Buy Stall.

Telephone: 01295 269362 / 788101

Upholstery
Traditional & Modern

SIBFORD GOWER. BANBURY. OXON.
15




Sibford Horticultural Society

The first meeting of the year will take place on Wednesday 14th
March at 8 O’Clock in the Village Hall, when Val Bourne will give
an illustrated talk on Snowdrops of which there are many varieties

and much of interest.

New members are very welcome the subscription being £2.50 per

annum, which gives free entries at the annual Show and a discount at

some garden centres.

Bed :Breakfast

AGDON FARM
Nr Brailes
Comfortable rooms
in old stone farmhouse
Tel: Maggie Cripps
01608 685226

RED HORSE FUELS

(R C. Hoggins)
Windmill Farm, Oxhill, Warwickshire
Telephone: 01926 642832

Solid Fuels and Logs
Heating Qils
Bottled Gas and Paraffin
Peat, Compost, Growbags, Soil,
Sand, Gravel, Cement
Garden Fencing
Lawn Mowing/Garden Tidying

Phone for more details

-~ " VEHICLE LIVERY : SIGNAGE : §

Tel: 01608 730555 Fax: 730271, |

VINYL GRAPHICS [
by
THERESA JACK |

167




SIBFORD VILI. AGE HAIL NEWS

"The 2001 Sibford Lottery Game' - your chance to play the lottery
and win! The Sibfords are creating their own "Village, Lottery", which
gives people a much higher chance of winning (can't promise a mil-
lion!) and is an exciting and novel way of raising money for the
Village Hall. 50% of the money raised will go in prize money - all for
£1 a month (taken as an annual sub of £12). A draw will take place at
the monthly Collectables and Car Boot Sale (first Sunday of every
month) to find three prize winners. The more players, the higher the
prizes. Once the Lottery has 50 players the first draw will take place,
hopefully in March. Contact either VH secretary Muriel Chandler
(780025) or Asst. secretary Ginny Bennett (780373).

~ The next Collectables and Car Boot Sales will be on Sunday 4th
March and Sunday 1st April. Both from 12 noon to 3 pm with re-
freshments available. To book please ring 01295 251339

COMPTON LANE SSN
NURSERIES SIBFORD SYSTEMS & NETWORKS

Little Compton. Over 15 years experience of PC and Mac
Nr Moreton-in-Marsh sales, support, upgrades and networking
Tel- 01608 674 578 600MHz PC systems from £450
We offer an exciting and diverse Apple iMac and G4 systems from £549
range of alpines and herbaceous
perennials, many of which are not WWW package with free domain name,
widely available A sales area sur- unlimited web space, 5 e-mail accounts,
rounded by planted borders offers internet access only £40 p.a.
interest and ideas all und. ;
The alpine garden allows vistors to | | &M@ 10 your domain name only £20 p.a

see some real gems growing in the

sibford.com &-mail addresses only £5 p.a.
open and under glass and houses gl

the Joe Elliot collection. Prices inslude local delivery and
Open Tuesday to Saturday installation but exclude VAT@ 17.5%
10am to 5pm February to 33 Distons Lane, Chipping Norton OX7 SNY
Tel/Fax: 01608 641323
October e-mail; geoff @ sibford.co.uk
e mynem]
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Anti Dog Fouling Campaign

Following the success of Cherwell District Council's anti dog fouling
campaign, which has resulted in 15 fixed penalty fines 1ssued, the
Dog Wardens will be targeting hot spots during February and March.
Anyone with a query or complaint, seeking advice or requiring free
poop bags or dog tags can contact Cathy Wainwright, Dog Warden,

Environmental Health Depart-

ment, Cherwell District Council,
Bodicote House. Bodicote, Ban-

bury, Oxfordshire OX15 4AA.
Telx 01295 252535 ext 4054/
4158.

THE VILLAGE SHOP - HOCKE |

NORTON-:

* NATIONAL LOTTERY *
(Grocery - Gresngrocery -Bakery
Wines - Spirits - Confectionery
Newspapers - Magazines - Cards
Flowers - Planis and Accessores

Video Rental - Bottled Ges
Open Mondzy to Friday 7am to

Spm
Saturdzy 7am to 8pm
Sundzy 82m to 6pm
Telephone: 01608 737245

%&%x&fgﬁgy

Permedial it cddege

Elizabeth Webber

MAR.LCSP (Assoc)

Godswell Natural Therapy Centre
Bioxham, Banbury

Tel: 01285 - 788101
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WE'RE THERE FOR TREE
CARE

All aspects of tree care undertaken

Specialising in reduction/removal of
trees in conflned spaces
Supplier of logs & chippings
Over 20 e:?s ex| enceg
Fully Insured
For & free qudte and a chat please
i contact:
Arthur White (The Tres Chap) 01285 788549

1422785

_\
RICRARD WaALLIKGTTOR

BUILDER
BLOCK PAVER BRIVES 4 SBECIALITY
#LSC EXTERSIONS, BATIOS
FENCING ET.
HIGH QUALITY WORK, FREE ESTIMATES, |
61295 780708 0771 4653173
(SIBFORD GOWER) (MOBIKE)

i

MEADOWCROFT
SECRETARIAL SERVICES
Tel. 01295 780741+ Ansafone
(Evenings/Weekends
Tél. 01295 788106 + Ansafone) -

Letters, Manuscripts,
C.V's, etc.

LASER PRINTER
Phiotocopying/ Fax
VERY*COMPETITIVE RATES
Collection/Delivery

i ifr ired.




Age Concern 1s pleased to announce the launch
of an Advocacy Service for residents and other
users of County Council residential homes in Ox-
fordshire.

The County Council will shortly be entering a
partnership with an outside contractor who will
take over providing 800 care places

across the county.

Many residents will have concerns about the changes and will need support
to speak up about decisions which may affect their lives. The Advocacy
Service will offer independent support to residents through the period of
change and beyond.

We are Jooking for volunteers willing to become Advocates for people liv-
ing in residential homes. No particu-
The Stag's Head, Susici/rffe | lar experience is necessary we offer

Tel: 01285~ 720232 training and plenty of support. For

af‘;a i‘-‘:‘f‘ﬂ* the becd more details about this rewarding vol-
: ‘s not bad emher -
pry waalesimilySi) ertekmarers] UBIATY work, telephone 01865
Listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Quige | /17015.

and The Good Pub Guide

N
g far | i H

R
ey, N
fropredore; Ja and lan K,.vyrfa.-—d
Fabulous fFood

Supert Real Hle and wanec
TRADBTIONAL SUNDAY ROAST LIUNCH
PIRQUANT DISHES 4 SPECLALITY
4 COURSE CHRISTMAS MENK FOR PARTIES

WE CURRENTLY HAVE VACANCIES FOR
WAITIRG, & KITCHEN STAFF. PLEASE : Je (CONEN
TELEPHONE JULIA FOR DETALLS. Veh e

PN [P
il ealkdfn 1)

¢ Y (R ams

FARMHOUSE
3l BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE _
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful 5
surroundings in our comjfortable 18” C Hu® )
CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR.
TEL. 01295 780206




HARVEST TIME IN THE CAPE

It is odd to talk about the harvest at the end of February when you probably have
the snowdrops just coming through but the grape picking is well under way here. It
does depend on where the wine farms are and the state of the grapes as to when
they start but I'm seeing lots of open trailers Joaded with wonderful looking grapes.
On Wednesday next week a group of us are going to Morgenster wine farm to do
some grape picking of our own. then we will be watching the pressing and learn
more about wine is made at their new cellar. I'm sure we will be doing a bit of
sampling too! At the same farm they also grow olives and they have won in inter-
national award for their olive oil. You can actually go and sample their oils which
IS quite a unique experience.

So while the grapes are being picked the tourists continue to flock in. It is the main
season for European visitors, all coming to escape the cold northern winter. The
Cape is proving to be very popular with the Germans who are buying property as
holiday homes much to the delight of the local estate agents. We notice that a lot
of the houses where we live on Erinvale golf estate are used as holiday homes
which means that often six months of the year or more they are unoccupied - such a
pity as some of them are magnificent homes.

While on the subject of Erinvale, perhaps I can describe in a bit more detail about
the estate where we live. Golf estates are becoming very popular in South Africa,
not just for the enthusiastic golfers bur because of the security that they give. The
whole of this estate is fenced and you have to pass through a security check point to
get in and out. On Erinvale we have the Helderberg Nature Reserve on two sides, a
fruit farm on another side with only the bottom end being flanked by a road. Not
only does this afford it extra security but it is also very beautiful. The mountains
circle the whole estate and it doesn’t matter what time of day it is, they always look
wonderful.

We can see the Nature Reserve very well from our house and often see bontebok,
steenbok and duiker, all types of buck (deer), grazing just the other side of the
fence. We see lots of birds, the most common being the guinea fowl who walk
round in large family groups clucking contentedly. The down side is that they tend
to scratch up your lawn, leave their calling cards everywhere and when alarmed
give rather a raucous cry which at five o’clock in the morning outside the bedroom
window is not welcome! There are also lots of plovers, Egyptian geese, and the
hadeda ibis which has a very distinctive cry of ha..de da..de da,, hence its name. Of
course there are lots of other birds and the Nature Reserve itself is the place to go
for some real bird spotting. There is a gate from Erinvale through to the Reserve
and all residents can get a key and walk there at their leisure. They have some
lovely trails right up into the mountains as well as some short walks around the
pools at the bottom with lots of benches to sit on. A gentle stroll in the morning is
rewarded by a lovely breakfast available at the ‘Duck Inn’. In the summer the Re-
serve also hosts sunset concert; you take a picnic or just a bottle of wine, (cont p21)
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MONDAY 5th MARCH 1
AUSTERITY LUNCH
SWALCLIFFE GRANGE
12.30 - 2.00

All donations will go to Douglas House. A respice for young people.

Douglas House is a new development in Oxford to help young people with progres-
sive, life limiting / threatening disabilities and their families. It will offer support

Dy respite care. outreach, day care, terminal care and bereavement support.

find a spot on the lawn and listen to the music as the sun goes down over the
Helderberg mountains - quite magical.

I think I mentioned in the last letter that Steve's factory was officially opened on 2
February. I'm pleased to report that all went well in spite of the usual last minute
panics. The factory is so large that they erected a marquis inside the building and
the theme was an unusual combination of African and Japanese ( the company is
Japanese). So alongside the African décor of ostrich eggs, porcupine quills and ze-
bra patterned tablecloths, traditional Japanese sushi was served, After the usual
speeches a factory tour took place with each team leader giving a brief explanation
of what happened on his/her section which was very well received by guests and
staff. A few local dignatories were present and there was quite a lot of press cover-
age making the most of a significant investment in the local economy. Prior to the
opening we were guests of the Premier of the Western Cape at his official residence
of Leeuwenhof, a wonderful old building dating back to the days of the Dutch East
India Company.

Steve’s sister and brother-in-law have just been out to visit us for five weeks. It was
their first visit to South Africa and I don’t think it will be their last! They had a
wonderful time and were totally knocked out by the hospitality of the South Afri-
cans, the fantastic food and the incredible prices. We now have a lull until our next
guests who arrive in mid March. We are also taking a short break in March staying
in a place called Knysna up the coast on the

Garden route. That’s all for now.

Pat and Steve Bates Svezmniie Tk

Treat yourself M L L LLW& ¥

Sibford Ferris g peddington

It's about time

Have a massage. Beautiful hats made to order
Soothe all those aches and pains. or ehoost from extsting collection

) (alterations considered)
Have some time off just for Yyourselj.

Fully qualified and nearby TL’;LE'PMM‘U&: Digéj BEF456
Ring Suzy - 01295 788398 - no obligstion BY appolntment only




Church Services

Society of Friends

Methodist

Roman Catholic Mass

Baptist

Sunday at 10.30 am
Sunday at 11.00 am

Wroxton Sunday at 9.00 am
Brailes

Sunday at 11.30 am

Hook Norton Sunday at 10.30 am

Church of England, Holy Trinity, Sibford Gower.

March

Sunday 4th 10 am Benefice Eucharist at Broughton

Every Friday in Lent 7.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 11th 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 18th 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 25th 10.00 am Family Service (Mothering Sunday)

April

Sunday 1st 9.30 am Holy Communion

MCTIM DNEY COR LEY

by Tt o
CHIROPRACTIC

John
Mulley

CHIROPRACTOR
DC NBAAC

FHE OLD POST GFFICE,
SIBFORD GOWER, BANBIRY,
OXOK. XIS ST

Tel. (012895) 780629

Children’s Bay Mursery, Epwell

‘Q“"“‘"

Full day care for chlidren 2%
to B years

- Full and part tims places
+ DOpen Monday to Friday

8.00am - 4.00pm,

» Excellent Disted Report

The nursery provides excellent opportunities for chlidren to
explore and leam at thalr own pace undaer the puldance of
trained, axperienced and caring staff.

For further information ring Julia

Tel: (01295) 780580
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lmpirlng 2 geneuﬁon to say NO to magnnlia. »

EVERY FORM OF

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

 PAINTING AND DECORATING

. CLEAN, TIDY & EFFICIENT

BOBBANSRELRDRTONS

i DELIGHTFUL DECORATION BY POLLTE PAINTERS

i
L3

FREEFOMNE

0800 7311165

Approved by BELEX

footured I House Beoutiful, Parfect Home,
Inspirotions, BBC Good Hames show and Cantrol TV's ‘Our House”,
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Sibford Bus Services

Free Bus Service

To Banbury Thursdays March 1st, 15th, 29th.
To Chippy Wednesdays March 7th, 21st.
Pick up points are; The Colony, High Meadow, Crossroads, Village Hall.

Stage Coach 480 Shipston - Sibford - Banbury

Mon~Sat (M-S) Not Sat (NS) Sat Only (SO)
M~S NS SO M~S NS

Shipston - - 9.20 - -
Sibford Gower Crossroads 730 9.00 945 1145 1245
Sibford Ferris School 732 9.02 948 (11.38) (12.38)
Banbury Bus Station 600 930 1018 1215 1.15

: M~S SO NS M~S M-S
Banbury Bus Station 1145 12.45 1215 2715 600
Sibford Ferris School 11.38 1247 1238 238 6.23
Sibford Gower Crossroads 11.40 1250 1240 240 6.25
Shipston - 115 - - -

Cherwell Villager 55 Sibford ~ Banbury

Wednesdays Only Outward Return
Sibford Gower 9.55 am 1.55 pm
Sibford Ferris 9.57 am 1.53 pm
Hook Norton 10.15 am 1.45 pm
Bloxham 10.35 am 1.15 pm
Banbury 10.50 am 1.00 pm

Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A mini bus with tail-lift to take elderly or disabled people and
escort to Banbury (max fare £1.20)
Door-to-Door service. Book at least one day in advance.
Operates on WEDNESDAYS ONLY.
Phone 263777 for more details.



March
Sun 4th
Mon 5th
Mon  3th
Sat 10th
Wed 14th
Mon 12th
Tue  13th
Wed 14th
Sat 17th
Sat 17th
Tue  20th
Tue 20th
Tue

Tue

Calendar of Events

Collectables and Car Boot Sale. V.Hall p17

Austerity Lunch at Swalcliffe Grange p21

Sibford Ferris Parish Council Meeting.

Ferris Spring Clean 10am Lanes End Corner 780357
Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)
Cricket Club AGM. 7.30 at the Blaize p3

W.I. Annual General Meeting p15

Horticultural Society Talk on Snowdrops p16

Skip in Barley Close

Red Cross Coffee Morning at Swalcliffe Grange p14
LEO Club meeting p9

Deadline for contributions to the April Scene p8

20th, 21st & 23rd Bugsy Malone at the Friends School p10

20th

North Oxon Weavers, Spinners & Dyers. Talk -

"Artistry in Knitting" Hook Norton at 7.30pm. Contact Joan
Sprittlehouse on 251088 for details.

Thu  22nd
Fri ~ 23rd
Sat  24th
Wed  28th
April
Sun Ist
Sat  28th

Sibfords Society AGM and talk. p8

Gower Parish Council Meeting p3

Recycling units in Acre Ditch

Mobile Library in Sibfords and Burdrop (2.25-4.20pm)

Collectables and Car Boot Sale. V.Hall p17
Gower Litter Blitz. p3

Sibford Scene

Editor; Adrian Lamb. Grounds Farm, Sibford Ferris. 780380

e-mail adrian.lamb@caredfree.net

Treasurer; Timothy Wimbush, The Rectory, Acre Ditch, S.Gower

780555

Advertising; Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse, Sibford Gower,
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