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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
DIARIST — Norman Nash (Tl 2752

Our various village clubs, societies, groups, committees,
etc are no doubt coming out of their mid-winter
hibernation and beginning to plan their 1094 activities.

They are reminded to keep Norman Nach informed of the
proposed dates for their major public functions and, 1if
possible, to contact Norman before setting such dates in
concrete, to ensure that they do not clash with others.

One phone call to Horman and your function will De
publicised throughout the kpnown world - well, in Sibford,
Epwell, Swalcliffe & Tadmarton, at least.

Also, you can obtain even wider publicity by including
your event in the District-wide Leisure and Events
Directory being compiled by Cherwell District Council (see
page 18 of the Dec/Jan edition of the Scene). For details,
contact your Parish Clerk as soon as possible

Remember the old Chinese advertising proverb -
'He who hide candle under bush, liable to get
fingers burnt.' (Sa Chee & Sa Chee, 500 BC).

* * 8§ * *
¢+ * TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE * #%
CHIPPING NORTON MALE VOICE CHOIR
SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 29 JANUARY at 7.30pm

Tickets £3.50 including Supper & Glass of Vine
from Sheila Baseby (544) or Colin Frith (512).




RACHAEL TURNER-HUGHES

Rachael Turner-Hughes died peacefully at her home in Sibford
Gower on 17th January 1004, She was eighty-four years of
age.

It is hard to believe that she had only lived in Thé Gower
for three and a half years, as during that time she had
touched the lives of so many people. It is particularly
surprising in view of the fact that, for all the time that
she lived among us, she was suffering from Alzheimer's
Disease. Her courageous struggle with this illness linked to
her loving and deep-thinking persorality made her deeply
loved by all with whom she came into contact.

In her early years here she was a familiar figure around the
village for she loved to walk and to be out in the
countryside. Increasing frailty and chronic difficulty im
breathing meant that she only got out in a wheelchair or a
car, but by that time she had become 2 familiar face at
Fielding Day Centre, where she made many friends.

She was a woman of deep religious conviction and a member of
the Anglican Church for eighty-one years of her life, In the
last three years, she decided to joirn The Society of Friends
and became a much loved and valued member of Sibford
Meeting.

She had become more seriously ill since November and had
been cared for at home by her daughter, Judy, and her
family. They were increasingly supported by people in the
village and with that help, Rachael was able to remain in
her own home until she died. She will be sorely missed.

Judith Veeks
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NATURE NOTES

Dec.8th. Five different sorts of Tit visited our bird
table in less than a quarter of an hour today. The Long
Tailed Tits were not actually feeding at the table, they
seldom do, but were in the bush a few feet away where birds
perch while waiting their turn to feed. The Great, Blue,
Coal and Marsh Tits were all busily working on the fat,
peanuts and sunflower seed.

Dec.24th. The Heron that flew up from our garden pond
this morning seemed to have something in its beak. There are
no fish in the pond but it could have found a Frog or
something smaller. ;

Dec.31st. We were lucky to miss the exceptionally heavy
rains that caused so much flooding along the south coast
yesterday. Some places had over two inches. I only measured
0.38 of an inch.

Jan.lst. VWhile walking on this bright and frosty
morning, we saw the biggest group of Long Talled Tits that
we have seen for some years. There were at least a dozen of
them working the hedges at the top of Pound Lane.

Jan.3rd, This morning a male Blackcap was feeding on the
apples that I have put out for the birds. Blackcaps all used
to move to warmer climes for the winter but their habits
seem to be changing, due perhaps to the run of milder
winters that we have experienced and now we see one or two
Blackcaps most winters.

Jan.5th. As we walked past a flooded area near Temple
Hill, two Herons flew away up the field where they settled
seemingly to wait until we had passed by. They may well have
been feeding on worms and other creatures forced to the
surface at the edge of the floods.

Jan.6th. A cousin of mine writes from Dartmouth that she
measured over ten inches of rainfall in December, which is
more than three times as much as I recorded. With about
average rainfall, 1993 was a good deal drier than the
previous year here. February and March were the driest
months. The last four months produced almost twelve inches,
accounting for the boggy end to the year.

Jan.15th., A Squirrel that feeds on the Rose Hips in our
garden shows a marked preference for the ones that have gomne
black, as did a Greenfinch that I watched a few days ago.
Vood Mice seem happy to take them while they are still red,
as shown by the little heaps of debris left in the hedge
bottoms and in old birds nests. All these creatures seem to
be eating the seeds rather than the case of the hips.

.



.Si(’joré Playgroup

OPEN MORNING — VEDNESDAY OTH FEBRUARY
9.30 — 12.00 at Sibford Village Hall

Anyone with children aged between 2 and 5 is welcome to come
along to find out more about the Playgroup and see the wide
range of equipment and facilities available 1n this
pleasant, spacious venue. If you are unable to attend but
would like a brochure, please phone Sandra Butt on 352.

Qur Christmas Bazaar & Jumble Sale was a great success
thanks to Julia Neal and Louise Hoorman, whose enthusiastic
efforts are much appreciated by the Committee. The total
profit made, after expenses, was &£324. Special thanks to
all those who contributed and, in particular, to those who
donated raffle prizes — namely the Bishop's Blaize, Valker &
Glanvill Veterinary Surgeons, Wwhichford Pottery, Sibford
Ferris Grocery Stores and Kratt General Foods.

Party games and entertainment by a magician provided great
fun for over 30 children at the Playgroup Christmas Party,
the highlight of which was a visit from Father Christmas who
brought presents for all. Ve would like to thank Father
Christmas (c/o Stonecutter's Cottage) very much indeed for
sparing the time to come and see us at such a busy time of
year! HMany thanks too to all those wha provided party food.
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Reflexology is a study of the

REFLEXOLOGIST reflexes of the feet

i corresponding to every part of

Yew Tree House ‘ the body, Working on these

Sibford Gower ' reflexes relaxes tension and

Banbury Telephone: helps the body to seek its oun
Oxon OX415 5RT 0295 788101 equilibrium,

A reflexologist uses hands only to apply gentle pressure to the
feet, Sensitive, irained hands can detect tiny deposits and tensions
and, by removing these obstruciions, help to improve circulation and
restore the free flow of energy to the body,
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¢t ATTENTION ALIL, CONTRIBUTORS! !

THE DEADLINE for the MARCH SIBFURD SCENE
will be
+ TUESDAY 15 FEBRUARY *

All items or personal adverts for publication can be submitted
to either The Editor or The Treasurer

MONEY HELPS THE SCENE COME AROUND

By traditiom, this is the month when the Editor starts to
wheedle his way into your wallet or purse, with tales of
dwindling finances, inverse cash flow, etc. Luckily, for the
second year in a row, we will still be solvent in March.

There are three very good reasons for this. First, Frank
Stevenson has continued to work wonders in promoting income
from adverts, bringing in about £400 in the year; secondly,
generous donations from local councils, clubs, societies and
other committees has continued unabated, providing about £240;
thirdly, about a quarter of our village households responded
to our M¥arch 1993 ‘brown envelope' campaign, adding a very
useful £360 to our coffers.

Unfortunately, we cannot be too complacent, since our income
is only about £70 more than our outgoings for the year, so
next month we shall be doing some serious wheedling, asking
our readers for contributions to our production costs at the
usual rate of £2 per household (single occupancy homes £1).

Your support of our previous annual 'brown envelope' campaigns
has been greatly appreciated, since, as the above figures
show, your contributions are essential to the continued
existence of the Scene. Thank You.

- e



WELCOME TO SIBFORD - ALL NEWCOMERS

If you have recently joined us and have not yet received a

copy of the 'Welcome to Sibford' leaflet, please teleph
Petra Berry on Swa. 462 (Gower or Burdrop) or Jane Hollid

on Swa. 500 (Ferris) and a copy will be delivered to you.
information will help to make you feel at home -
acquainting you with the services, schools, churches, cl
and societies that are currently active in the villages.

This month we say "Welcome” to Paul Matthews, Sallie Matth
and Nola Wood,

Paul Matthews and his mother Sallie Matthews have become

the new Landlord and Landlady of the Bishop Blafze in Burdrop.

Paul has 14 years experience in the licence trade, the last

3 years with Taylor Walker in London. Before that he spent 10 years
in Australia, lecturing in food and beverage and owned and ran

2 restaurants in Sidney. He is a lover and connoisseur of wine

and specialises in real ale.

Sallie comes from Great Missenden in Bucks. She worked in the
Ambulance Service for 3 years and for the last 6 years has

worked in various pubs. She is very fond of animals and owns

6 cats, 2 dogs and 2 guineapigs!

Paul's partner Nola Wood has also moved into the Bishop- Blawze.

She is currently taking a break from a family centre in Slough
where she was a careworker and is now doing a 3 year course training
to be a Social Worker. -
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The Taishop Blaize Inn

17th Century Jreehouse

extends
A WARM WELCOME
TO CUSTOMERS 0OLD & NEW

with
A WELL-KEPT RANGE OF ALES

p: <

BAR FOOD AVAILABLE

12 — 2,00pm and 7 — 9,30pm

TUESDAY to SUNDAY

‘ ¥
BURDROPF ,SIBFORD GOWER, sSWA 323

*

The Bishop Blaize and the customers wish Martin (ex-landlord)
every success in the future,

-b -



Open Letter
from

'Sailor' Hindig

Dear Friend of Ben,

b

It was good to Tread your article in 3
October 'Scene' about the 1993 Shindig - gr::
food & music, pity about the Hooky as I recall!

You might like to know that the sxBZoT.
SHINDIG Sa is being planned £
SATURDAY Sth JULY when the weath:
should be warmer! For entertainment, there wil
be live, popular music. And for the food, 1
popular demand, we are gdoing ‘Back 4
Basics - (actually, we are supporting t:
Village Hall, not the Tories!), by changing fr:
foot long sausages to a succulent PIec ROAST

We don't know yet whether there will be a:
Hooky; but tell Ben to put the date in his diar;

S HINDIG

[ Good News for Ben and for all our fun—loving villagers,
but somewhat disheartening news for the pig. Editor]

* * g * *

- I
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SIBFORD FERRIS POST OFFICE, STORES

Tele: Swalcliffe (029578) 795 STUART & JOYCE
- welcome you at
Stores Opening' Hours: ) *THE GATE HANGS HIGH'
¥onday to Friday Hook Norton
8am — lpm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday Traditional Ales in our friendly pu
8am - lpm & 2pm - Spnm with excellent food available
Sunday in the recently extended restaurani
10am - 1pm Evening Bookings Advisable
Post Office Counter not open in d " Telephone: 0608 737387
afternoon on Thursday & Saturday Open Seven Days per Veek.
Groceries,Greengrocery, Statianery, Bar only on Sunc%ay evenings.
Confectionery, Cigarettes, "The Gate Hangs High & Hinders None
Viges & Spiolte Refresh & Pay and Travel On."

+ FREE DELIVERY SERVICE +




SIBFORDSISOCIETN

We were delighted to see many new faces at our last meeting: those
who were able to attend both the Sibford and Swalcliffe Society
meetings enjoyed & real treat within the space of a week. At Sibford,
Vera Hodgkins shared with us her knowledge of the plush industry
which once thrived in Shutford. Her talk covered details of the
specialised weaving industry and included vivid memories of the many
processes and the people who carried them out. Some of the examples
of plush materials were stunning in both colour and quality, wonderful
examples of a local industry which furnished many of the palaces all
over the world during the early 1900's.

Our next meeting will be our AGM on Friday 11 March at 8.00pm
in the Mission Room. Kevin Larner (Cherwell District Council
Leisure and Recreation Department) has agreed to come and talk to
us after the AGM. Kevin has already helped the Society to secure a
grant towards the production and printing our VillageWalk leallet,
so please make a note of this date in your new diary.

* g ¥

SWALCLIFFE SOCIETY

At Swalcliffe, Sheila Stewart, in her own special way, shared with us
many stories and anecdotes from her researches and meetings with
the boatwomen who worked on the canals between the wars. "Ramlin
Rose", although a fictitious character really came alive during the
evening as Sheila gave us a detailed insight into life on the Cut.

The next meeting will be the AGM on Wednesday, 16 February at
8.00pm in Swalcliffe Village Hall.
The formalities will include a discussion about possible links
with the SIBFORDS SOCIETY.
Afterwards you will be able to choose between delving into:
(a) the village archives (bl (b)> your own memories.
Verity Stanley (729

FULL-TIME HOUSEKEEFER REQUIRED

in Sibford Gower
Monday to Friday

%# Must love animals *

Precise hours and salary are negotiable
Please telephone Swalcliffe 8115




CALCUTTA RESCUE
¥ Church Collection Raises £200 X

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those people
who so kindly donated to the Christmas collection in Sibford
Church for Calcutta Rescue, and also those of you who donated old
spectacles. More than X300 was raised from the collection -

thank you to Sibford Parochial Church Council for allowing this
to take place.

For those of you who don't know, Calcutta Rescue is a small
organisation which was set up back in 1979 by a British doctor,
Dr Jack Preger, to help the destitute and homeless of Calcutta -
some of the poorest people in the world.

The organisation runs a street clinic (seeing well over 200 y
patients per. day), a mobile clinic, a school and a spinning and
weaving project. The clinic is not like those you find over here;
it is not in a building but under canvas canopies set up

on the side of the street each morning, and put away each night.

The organisétion receives no funding from the Indian Government
or any other Government, and so relies entirely on voluntary
donations from abroad.

If you would like further information about the work undertaken,
please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.

Thank you. Helen Soden (543)
* * g * *

THEOLD

URFRY 10D, ¥y MILLHOTEL

. » - ) SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR
. ’ The Old Mill Hotel & Restaurant has
ST A B L ES been open nearly'a year under new
owners s

W There’s always a warm welcome to old
Indoor School Facilities and new customers - . -

Excellent Escorted Hacking We serve delicious Italian, English
N and Sicilian specialities - come and
All Ages Catered For " try our cuisine "

; ,. 63 % You will NOT be disappointed
Private & Croup . Tuition * Open 7 days a week for lunch, dinne
Full & Part Livery and Christmas Festivities. -~ -..
; - We look forward to seelng your - '

Hook Norton (0608) 737033 For Reservations tel: 0608-661880




FRIENDSHIP CLUB
# TNext Meeting on Tuesday 1 February #*

.

Christmas has now receded into. the back of our minds and we
all agree it is nice to get back into a routine, but we

cannot let it pass without saying what a lovely time we all
had at our Christmas tea and also thanking Mrs.Mabel Payne

for accompanying our 'Carol Sing~Song' on the piano. We
also enjoyed a Christmas Tuinch at the Lampitt Arms in December
and raised £31.60 with our raffle which was given to the
Waterfowl Sanctuary at Wigginton.

At the beginning of January we went by coach to Walton Hall
at Wellesbourne for a meal and then on to Stratford-on-Avon
to see the christmas lights which everyone agreed were well
worth the trip.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st February at 2,00 p.m.

+ DECOR SERVICE * % J W BAKER b <

Painting, Papering, Tiling etc
Interior & Exterior
15 Years Experience in Sibford

Electrical Repairs & Installation
Domestic - Agricultural
Industrial

Contact York Undertaken Promptly
ERUCE HORN
on Swalcliffe (0295 78) 658 Tel: Swalcliffe (0295 78) 8306
i\.; flowers for all occaslons uxw:xs nuxcw sPEchus*ﬁ
L Lé?}j Alterations ® Extensions ® Conversions
@/Q/é L Period Renovations A Speciality
43a Market Place, Banbury, Oxon. OX16 8NW Plans Prepared Aﬂd SUhmmEd .
{ Next to Laura Ashley} Phone Swaicliffe 603 » Quotations free
Telephone: (0295) 255450 PrOpﬁE[OT. Da\/id BGV!“
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MAUREEN and JEMNBKMY
REQUEST THE PLEASURE
OF YOUR COMPANY

{so dao Ian and Frank)

Fed up with Judy & Richard or with Ross King's inane Quiz
Call on morning TV? Had to switch off one too many unknown
pop 'stars' on midday Pebble Mill? Are Richard Vhiteley's
puns getting you down?

Then why not take this rare opportunity to get away from it
all and do something useful on 3 or 4 Tuesdays a year?

Ve have vacancies for two or more volunteers on our printing
team, who, on a rota basis, print the 415 copies of the
Sibford Scene, usually on the fourth Tuesday of the month.

The present team (Ian & Maureen WVarden, Jenny Barratt and
Frank Stevenson) would welcome a few more members, so as to
spread the load and to cater for emergencies due to
holidays, illness, etc.

The work involved would be ideal for a pair of friends or,
for example, a retired couple, although individuals would be
equally welcome,

Please be assured that any new members would not be left
alone at the mercy of our monstrous printing presses
(actually it's a nice little table-top photocopier, which
sits quietly in Timothy Wimbush's office at the Rectory)
until you have assisted one of the harderned 'professionals’
in producing at least orne edition of the Scene.

I've heard it said that printing the Scene is as easy as
feeding a tame goat - you just shove paper in at one end and
unsavoury rubbish automatically appears at the other. Maybe
it is that easy, but, as Editor, I'm not too smitten with
the implication.

But seriously folks, if you think you could help a few times
a year, or would just like to know more details of what is
involved, please contact lan (8252) or me (8265).

¥ * 8 * ¥
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