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LADIES COFFEE CLUB
2nd - Wykham Arms - 11am

"DAILY LIFE IN TUDOR TIMES"'
19th - SHS - Village Hall - 7.45pm

CHRISTMAS POP-UP SHOP
28th - 6Tth December - Wykham Park Farm

The result of the Great Millenium Field Clean-Up!

"RE-IMAGINING THE GARDEN"
11th - Horti talk - Village Hall - 7.30pm
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Find out more about this
growing local business on
pages 10 & 11
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

ED's THOUGHTS

Thought for the month:

"I go where it suits my clothes"

Eric Bibb

POPPY APPEAL
Due to the ongoing coronavirus problem there will be no house-to-house
poppy sales this year. There will however be static boxes in both schools in
the villages ,the surgery and the village shop. Please support these if you
can.

Peter Abbott, Local Poppy Appeal Organiser

This month, I went along to see a truly innovative enterprise set up by Chris
Cullen and James Taylor called Truleaf and I was amazed by what I saw -
trays and trays of fresh tender micro greens - Sunflower, Pea, Radiish,
Rocket and Amarinth. And they are delicious! Have a look at what they're
doing on pages 10 & 11

ART EXHIBITION
There will be an Art Exhibition at Sibford Village Hall on October

31st and November 1st from 10am until 4pm , [Saturday and Sunday]

Paintings by two local artists Ginny Bennett and Sue Levitch are on

show.

The event is the postponed Artweeks Exhibition that could not take

place in May of this year. The Hall is open under strict Covid secure

guidelines so a one-way traffic system will be in operation and hand

sanitiser is available . PLEASE all wear a face covering.

Drinks/cakes will be available, only for seated service. ENTRY IS FREE
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LETTERS AND NOTICES

SUSAN HEATH
Many residents who lived in Sibford before 2000 will, I am sure, be sad to

hear that Dr Susan Heath has died .

Susan lived in Sibford Gower and was a GP at Sibford Surgery for 20 years
before she retired and moved to live in Oxford in the year 2000. She then
moved to London to live with her daughter Harriet . She died of cancer on
12th September. Susan was a hard working , popular and very understanding
GP and she is remembered very fondly by many of her patients. She will be
sadly missed by many who knew her.

I have set up a charity collection for Sue. Don't feel you have to give

anything, but some people asked for one so here it is, and a worthy cause:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Dr-Susan-Heath

David Spackman

BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 

CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145   
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions

Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads

Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery

inrodu

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/Zxm5aWlHOvdQiKGrJsBZfg~~/AAME8QA~/RgRhUJ_TP0TjaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvRHItU3VzYW4tSGVhdGg_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWxjX2ZycF9zaGFyZV90cmFuc2FjdGlvbl9mdW5kcmFpc2VyX3BhZ2VfbGF1bmNoZWQmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZTM5YWUxMGQtYzU3YS00YzcyLWJkYWUtYTFhMWJkYTI5NmRlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wb3N0b2ZmaWNlJnV0bV90ZXJtPTE2MDEwNTEzNDY3NDNXA3NwY0IKACfTGm5fUaUol1IaaGFycmlldC5tY2tlcnJvd0BnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAM~


WHAT WE'RE READING......
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Suneday Smallholding

The concept of harvest has never been so intense as it has been this year. 1st

September marked day one of a year of self-sufficiency. I have had 7 weeks of
plenty; food from the land is abundant and the mild weather has made
harvesting a pleasure. However, the coming month of January casts a shadow
over this time of idyll. Have I stored enough in my freezer and preserved
enough in sugar or vinegar. How long will the carrots last in the sand and will
the seals on the bottled fruit hold. Will the goat continue to give enough milk
and for how long will the hens be laying? This year I harvest with a real
purpose…to keep myself fed over the winter.

Recent successes have been the most delicious butter made from milk given to
me by Keith Dyer (I allow myself food locally produced) and the discovery of a
coffee like hot drink from roasted acorns. I would be extremely grateful for
any donations of rosehips …or acorns!

Pigs

There is good news and bad news on the pigs. Peaches2 has been with Ginger
for three months and has not fallen pregnant. She was the star of the show on
the open day and was destined to be the second sow alongside Esme, but now
that is unlikely. The outcome of this situation is that there will be sausages for
sale at the end of November. It is a shame, but necessary.

Esme should be farrowing on November 5th or thereabouts.

Bird ID walk and lunch - 14th November.

Iain Brown has agreed to take a group of people on a bird identification walk
beginning and ending at The Brambles. The walk will be at a very gentle pace,
lasting approximately 2 hours and much of that will be standing gazing through
binoculars (essential) and listening. A lunch of Suneday soup, goats’ cheese and
sourdough bread will be available on our return to the smallholding.

Anyone interested in joining us can contact me on 07891 249526
(sue5595@aol.com) for more information and joining details.

Does anyone have a spinning wheel that I could borrow for a short time?

SUNEDAY SMALLHOLDING

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:sue5595@aol.com
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

The Village Hall is slowly coming alive again as some groups are

venturing back.

We do understand that there are activities that will not be possible at

the present time.

We are keeping a close eye on the Government Regulations and providing

an environment that is a safe as possible. We rely on all our hirers to follow

the guidelines and clean up well after they have used the hall.

Ginny Bennett

mailto:gill@crofthouse.eu
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QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

07578 195979

www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford Village Hall EVERY

THURSDAY from 430pm ’til 5pm

MISS “T” CATERING. 

Good Home Cooked Food   

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties. 

 

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

Experienced Primary School Teacher Available for Private Tuition

KS1 and KS2

Maths, English and Science

Option for online tuition available

Call Natasha Chandler

BA Hons and PGCE

Mobile - 07957971174

Home - 01295 788658

http://www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk
mailto:E-mail%253A-dbennett77@googlemail.com


WELCOME TO SIBFORD
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If you are new to the Sibfords and would like a 'Welcome to Sibford' booklet,
providing details of village services and activities, please call Ivor Hopkyns on
T: 788367 (Gower & Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 788865 (Ferris). And don’t
forget that we are lucky enough to have a really great village website too
at: thesibfords.org.uk

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Dear Club members it is with a heavy heart that the decision has made that
the Club will NOT meet again until sometime in 2021.
We don't know when.
Please keep in touch with each other over the next month's even if it's just
say hello.

Keep well, keep safe. Eveline Boughton

mailto:dianahughesonline@gmail.com
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The green shoots of an eco idea planted by Sibford entrepreneur Chris Cullen
and farmer James Taylor two years ago, have rapidly grown into a successful
sustainable local business.

Chris and James came up with the idea of growing highly nutritional micro
greens, the new shoots of vegetables, herbs and flowers which are then
harvested very early when they are still bursting with goodness.

Truleaf Farm micro greens are grown in a large container at Stourwell Barn,
Swalcliffe. using the heat produced by the onsite anaerobic digester.

Harvested when only around 11 days old, the mini micro greens are packed with
nutrients up to 40 times the amount found in normal vegetables.

The shoots of mustard, radish, pea, sunflower and herbs such as coriander and
sorrel may be tiny, but they are bursting with intense flavour, so munching on
a couple of tiny pea shoots actually tastes like eating freshly-picked peas.

The plants are grown in natural organic conditions and even the packaging is
totally plastic free made from, fully compostable corn starch so the
environment impact is kept to a bare minimum.

“All the energy from the seeds goes into the tiny shoots which makes them
highly nutritious and they taste fantastic,” says Chris, who has always been
interested in natural organic food production and the importance of eating
healthy food.

“James and I wanted to build a sustainable, ethical food business where we sold
what we could readily produce. Our vision has expanded now to offer everyone
the ability to grow their own micro greens.”

Truleaf is looking to provide Grow Your Own boxes, aimed at individuals at home
or the office or larger versions housed in recycled shipping containers for larger
scale production for businesses such as pubs, restaurants and even schools.
Food production doesn’t get any more local than that!

Meanwhile Chris supplies his fresh produce to a string of businesses including
Daylesford Organic, The Straw Kitchen and closer to home, Sibford Stores and
households in the Sibfords and surrounding villages
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SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Walking dates:
2 November; 16 November; 30 November; 14 December

We are walking from the village hall almost always in order not to share
cars, usual 2 hour circuit, in groups of leader + 5, for which please book
with Sue by email or phone. Apart from Malcolm and me there are other
volunteers to lead, so if we get more than 10 I will ask another leader to
take the next 5.
Should we put into lockdown again, it is probable that we will have to
cancel.
Best Wishes, Sue Bannister 01295 780365 sebannister@gmail.com

Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

“Despite Covid challenges we’re at an exciting point in our development,
looking at innovative ways of bringing fresh, ecologically sustainable
produce to customers in a variety of ways,” Chris adds.

We are offering a 20% discount off your first order, by calling 01295 40
41 40 or email tf@truleaf.co.uk

Continued....

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
mailto:tf@truleaf.co.uk
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RoŽ Biåhop Boileá
Ｎ Aga Seáûiceå

OFTEC REGISTERED 

Oil Boileá
Seáûicing 
Báeakdoün

Ｎ Repaiáå
Boileá

Inåìallaìion
Oil Aga

Seáûicing Ｎ
Mainìenance

Oil Tank
Inåìallaìion

Radiaìoá
Poüeá Flñåh

ROYMARKBISHOP
ＭGMAIL▼COM

Haûe Žoñ had Žoñá oil boileá oá aga
åeáûiced ìhiå Žeaá※ Call noü△

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT
We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place
your regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of

magazines, specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and
vegetables, pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 7.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday 8am - 5.00pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES
AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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I must apologise for missing a couple of contributions in the last Nature
Notes.

On 20th August Anita Spencer had a Speckled Wood butterfly fly into the
house. It was quite a dark specimen compared to those illustrated in most
field guides.

On 25th August Jan Warner sent me a photo of a Pale Tussock moth
caterpillar. These striking caterpillars feed on the leaves of various trees
and are sometimes seen in late summer looking for a suitable place to
pupate.

More recently Sally and Ivor Hopkyns sent some photos of a Grass Snake
that had been successfully rescued after getting caught up in some garden
netting.

Although garden netting is essential to protect some crops it can be a
hazard to frogs, toads and small mammals as well as snakes. To reduce the
risk I have started using a heavier duty netting with a smaller square mesh
that the animals are less likely to push their heads through. I think this is
usually sold as pond netting but works fine for crop protection.

Several times recently we have only had a single bird on the bird table – see
photos.

Please send contributions for the next Nature Notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com

Andy and Gill Newbold

NATURE NOTES

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
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Vaalai's

Sri-Lankan Street Food

Do you wish to try food from the pearl of the Indian Ocean? Sri-
Lanka offers a truly exquisite cusine

Our food truck will bring the authentic taste of Sri-Lankan cuisine to
your area

5.30pm - 8.30pm

SIBFORD GOWER VILLAGE HALL

EVERYOTHER SATURDAY

Next three dates are: 31st Oct; 14th Nov; 28th Nov.
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Timothy Walker is such an entertaining speaker that we expect great
things from him when he comes to speak to us. October’s talk on Garden
Hunting in China did not disappoint, with its beautiful images and
anecdotal and highly
subjective descriptions of his travels across China in search of its
botanical gardens. All this, despite the fact that it was delivered via
zoom and, thanks to the kindness and technical wizardry of Tim
Huckvale and Keith Hicks, Timothy could also be seen by a handful of
people at the village hall too.

Tom Duncan will be talking to us via webinar at 7.30on November 11th
on the subject of Re-imagining the Garden. Colour, Painting and Plants.
As with last month’s talk, it can also be viewed at the village hall
thanks to the continued kindness of Tim and Keith. If you are unable to
access the link and enjoy the talk from home, please either phone me on
01295 788751 or email me at diana_thompson@btinternet.com to reserve
a seat at the hall. Look out for the link to the webinar which will be
posted on the village website and is free for all to join.

Diana Thompson

https://www.khh.org.uk/christmas-shop
http://www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/products/hospice-advent-calendar
http://www.khh.org.uk/Christmas2020
http://www.khh.org.uk/santa20
http://www.khh.org.uk/santa20
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights20
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights20
http://www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
http://www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
mailto:diana_thompson@btinternet.com
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In Your Garden - November

Autumn colours are quite breathtaking this year, but winter is on the way now. Is
there still some colour in your garden? If it is just tidy and trimmed - well done you.
(Mine isn't yet) But a dash of colour, orange berries, and yellow leaves could make
all the difference, and jazz it up a bit. Perhaps I can suggest some plants that will
do that for you.
1. Trees. Acers are brilliant, and come in many lovely varieties; parrotia persica,
Euonymous alatus, and cercis canadensis (otherwise known as Forest Pansy), all have
wonderful mixtures of yellow, orange and red.
2. Shrubs. For great berries try Skimmia japonica, pyracanthus, holly and
cotonneasters. Some shrub roses have shiny red hips too.
3. There is just time to plant out winter bedding - wallflowers, forget-me-nots,
violas and bellis perennis are my favourites, and look great in pots together with
tulips.
4. Jobs still to be done:- rake up leaves, and compost them. Put netting over your
pond, prune leggy roses and shrubs that might suffer windrock in a gale. Hope not.
If you had black spot on your roses be careful to remove all the fallen leaves, and
don't put them in the compost, but burn 'em or bin' em.
5. Geraniums. If you have brought them into a sheltered place for the winter, you
can shorten them, but keep them dry. They survive under the staging in the
greenhouse, so don't need the prime place in the sunlight.
6. If you leave your dahlia tubers in the ground, they must have a covering of a
thick mulch, compost, straw, woodchips, or anything else you have, to keep them
frost free. If you dig them up, clean them, turn them upside down to dry out, then
store them in boxes of dry compost in a frost-free place. ( I put some old blankets
over mine too, as the shed gets pretty cold.) Agapanthus needs mulching over too.
7. Hellebores will start showing little buds soon. Cut away some of the old leaves to
let the light in, and rake up all the brown leaves lying under them. Slug alert.
8. Sort through the apples and pears you have stored away, and chuck out
anything going mouldy. (Oh yes! Make some apple strudels with the doubtful ones)
Birds will peck those if you leave some out when they are hungry.. Remember to
top up your bird seeds and get some fat-balls for them when it gets freezing.
9. Alpines, particularly auriculas, can stand the cold, but not if they are wet. They
do best in a cold frame.

10. How lucky we are to have gardens. The last six months have been tough for
everyone, but the glorious sun, and bursting blossoms and bird song helped keep us
all cheerful. Whatever the weather, keep getting outside, and looking for buds, and
little snowdrops pushing through. Sow some sweet peas, it is so exciting when the
first little green shoot pops through one morning! The next few months may be
tougher, but go for walks, get outside, and you will feel better, I promise.

Jupe Hitching

Ï
ÓVHE GRANAR[Ô @
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

1. Lock your door, even when at home. Most burglaries happen when residents

are in and we are urged to be more vigilant as the evenings draw in, with

thefts increasing during autumn and winter. Figures from the insurance firm

Aviva apparently show burglaries increase by as much as 15 per cent in the

autumn. It is simple to reduce this risk by locking your doors and windows

well before bedtime.

2. Key fobs and Faraday bags. Keyless cars are driving a rise in vehicle

thefts and motorists are advised to keep their fobs in Faraday bags to

prevent thieves hijacking digital signals. ( These are metal lined bags which

essentially block such signals ) These bags can also be used to protect other

devices such as phones and laptops from cyber attacks. The insurance

company, LV, has distributed about 18.000 of these bags to motorists for

protection. When using your key fob make sure you press it twice to double

lock the car, as a single action will not prevent the car door being opened

through a smashed window. If applicable, keep your log-in details and

passwords obscured and secret.

Peter Hine

Neighbourhood Watch, Sibford Gower and Burdrop.

788830
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall

On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of

the vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower

room, plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining

room boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for

sorting out sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking

countryside.

Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or

llindalaneyolo@gmail.com
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FUN CORNER
La

From Bryony Franklin

What did the male centipede say when the female centipede walked past?

Nice pair of legs, pair of legs, pair of legs, pair of legs, pair of legs..................

What did Father Christmas' wife say when he asked what the weather was

going to do this Christmas?

Rain dear.... BOOM BOOM! Andy Newbold

What is the difference between

ignorance and apathy? I don't know

and I don't care.

A bank cashier got fired because a

customer asked him to check her

balance, so he pushed her over.

Two cannibals were eating a clown
and one asked the other "does this
taste funny to you?"

John Marshall

Donald is walking out of the White
House when a possible assassin points
a gun at him. A secret service agent,
new on the job, shouts ' Mickey
Mouse'. This startles the would be
assassin and he is captured. Later,
the agent's supervisor takes him
aside and asks,"What in the hell
made you shout Mickey Mouse?"
Blushing, the agent replied,"I got
nervous. I meant shout,'Donald,duck!"

Peter Hine



20



21

s                                Covid Rules permitting 

 

 

 

6th Annual 

Christmas Pop Up 
Shop: Gifts & Gallery 

28th November Ï 6th December 
(Excluding Fri 4th Dec) 

IN ÓVHE GRANAR[Ô @ WYKHAM PARK FARM 

Bodicote, Banbury, OX16 9UP 

Please contact: 

jonquilsabin@hotmail.co.uk or 

nic@durrant-artwork.com  

for further information or go to: 

www.at-temple-mill.co.uk 

 

AN INTERESTING AND EXCITING 
SHOWCASE OF ARTWORK AND 

HANDMADE GOODS BY QUALITY 
ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 

  

Covid Rules permitting
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November News
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KATHARINE HOUSE CHRISTMAS SHOP 2020

Our online Christmas shop is up and running with a selection of this year's Christmas

cards, knitted novelties and our eBay shop has lots of wonderful gifts for sale. Head

to www.khh.org.uk/christmas-shop to find yours.

MEANINGFUL CHOCOLATE ADVENT CALENDAR - CHRISTMAS 2020

When you buy your advent calendar this year, did you know you could also support

Katharine House? We have been lucky enough to be included in the Meaningful

Chocolate Company’s Fairtrade advent calendar this year; when you purchase your

advent calendar, a donation comes straight to the hospice. Why not get yours today

at www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/products/hospice-advent-calendar

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS EVENTS – 1-31 DECEMBER 2020

This year we are putting together a series of festive events to bring the community

together and spread some Christmas cheer this December! Prepare yourself for

Christmas Jumpers, Festive Challenges, a Virtual Balloon Race, Christmas Concert and

not forgetting the annual RCB Tractor Run! Join us as we celebrate making every

moment matter this Christmas. www.khh.org.uk/Christmas2020

SANTA FUN RUN – 13 DECEMBER 2020

This year our Santa Fun Run is going to have to look slightly different due to the

current social distancing guidelines, but we are working hard to ensure we can host a

fun, festive, event for everyone to get involved with. Head to www.khh.org.uk/

santa20 to register your interest and keep up to date with this year’s event.

LIGHTS OF LOVE – 15 DECEMBER 2020

Our lights of love service will go live, streamed from the hospice to your home this

December. We will have a ceremony lead by James our Chaplain as well as some

music and readings. You can make your dedication to a loved at www.khh.org.uk/

lights20

FREE DIGITAL KATHARINE HOUSE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Keep up to date with your hospice. Please sign up to receive our Katharine House

digital monthly newsletter, which is designed to keep you in touch with what's

happening at Katherine House Hospice, including news of our fundraising events and

developments at the hospice. Just head to our website to sign up >> www.khh.org.uk/

newsletter

https://www.khh.org.uk/christmas-shop
http://www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/products/hospice-advent-calendar
http://www.khh.org.uk/Christmas2020
http://www.khh.org.uk/santa20
http://www.khh.org.uk/santa20
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights20
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights20
http://www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
http://www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
mailto:diana_thompson@btinternet.com


SIBFORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL

 

LETTERCARVE 
Hand-carved, hardwood signs for the home and workplace. 

Personalised boards and platters, stable plates and memorials. 
#MadeInSibford          Browse the website: 

www.lettercarve.com             e: lettercarve@gmail.com 
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LOCAL MARKETS

Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market - 1st Friday of the
month

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month (click & collect)

What a turnout!

I’m so glad Tony was able to clear the front page of this month’s magazine
to celebrate what you see there - the wonderful work of nearly twenty
members of our Sibford community who showed up on Saturday October 10th

for the Great Millennium Field Clear-up Party!

If he had had another page to spare I would have asked for 3 or 4 more to
go in, there was so much to admire, so much to take in – and such a
beautiful Autumn day, as you can see.

They came with saws and shears, loppers, secateurs and strimmers and
spread out across the field cutting, and snipping until the great mound of
compost in the bottom dell had tripled in size! It was a wonderful effort!

Thank you, all of you who took part! We did Paul Hobson proud. When
everyone had gone – or all but one - I sat on the seat that carries his name
and took in the beauty of the legacy he left us all.

Hugh Pidgeon
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We have had a very successful first half-term back at Sibford Gower 

Endowed Primary School.  The children are really enjoying being back 

at school and, despite all the procedures and rules in place to try and 

keep everybody as safe as we can, it is a very happy place to be.   

Children across the school have become deeply immersed in their 

topic work and we have learned all sorts of things.  Did you know that 

herbivorous dinosaurs liked to eat from the monkey puzzle tree?  Our 

youngest pupils do, along with all sorts of other interesAng facts about 

dinosaurs.   

Although we don’t have monkey puzzle trees in our beauAful school grounds, we have been 

taking every opportunity to get the children learning outside in the fresh air, parAcularly 

through outdoor P.E and Forest School lessons. They come back from these sessions all 

‘bright-eyed and bushy tailed’ with pink cheeks and smiling faces and the feedback from the 

children is that these acAviAes are high on their list of things they really love about our 

school.   

They are also very posiAve about their classmates and their teachers.  We took some Ame to 

ask the children what they parAcularly like about being at Sibford Gower.  While many of 

them idenAfied parAcular lessons such as maths, science, P.E. art and reading, 

“The selec)on of books.  I have read lots of them and enjoyed every second of them.” 

 they also spoke about the community feeling here; 

“What I think is great about the school is that everyone is considerate of you and your 

ideas.” 

“All the teachers because they help people learn new things and, even if you are in Year 6, 

the teachers will help you.” 

“This school is great because there is crea)vity in art and everyone is kind”. 

“I love how kind the teachers are when I’m having a bad day.” (we all have them!) 

 “What I think is great about school is that I get to come in every day   and see my 

friends and all of the lovely teachers!  with a smile on my face.” 

We have also had lots of posiAve feedback from our parents, commenAng on the care their 

children receive here and how much they enjoy coming to school.  As the headteacher here, 

I feel incredibly proud to be part of such a warm, supporAve, hardworking community at this 

very special village school. 

With kind regards, 

Jane O’Sullivan, Headteacher  

If you would like to find out more about us, please look at the school website  hTp://

www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/ 
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www.sibfordschool.co.uk

Upcoming virtual open events

Year 7 entry

~┌WゲS;┞"ン"dﾗ┗WﾏHWヴ"
ヱΑくンヰ 

Sixth Form 

EヴｷS;┞"ヵ"dﾗ┗WﾏHWヴ"ヲヰヲヰく"
ヱΒくヰヰ

Half marathon success for Head of 
Junior School and his son
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RoŽ Biåhop Boileá
Ｎ Aga Seáûiceå

OFTEC REGISTERED 

Oil Boileá
Seáûicing 
Báeakdoün

Ｎ Repaiáå
Boileá

Inåìallaìion
Oil Aga

Seáûicing Ｎ
Mainìenance

Oil Tank
Inåìallaìion

Radiaìoá
Poüeá Flñåh

ROYMARKBISHOP
ＭGMAIL▼COM

Haûe Žoñ had Žoñá oil boileá oá aga
åeáûiced ìhiå Žeaá※ Call noü△

SIBFORD STORES & POST OFFICE, SIBFORD FERRIS. OX15 5RG

Tel: 01295 788317/788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT
We deliver newspapers and magazines, 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place
your regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of

magazines, specialist titles to order.

Chilled & frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and
vegetables, pet food, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more...

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning

We will also undertake your mailings for you - just ask

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 7.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday 8am - 5.00pm

Sunday 8am - 1.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE - THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES
AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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Yoga

Sibford Village Hall

Tuesdays Slow and Gentle Yoga 9 – 10am

A mindful slow paced yoga to gain a deeper opening into each pose; to improve

flexibility, recover from injury, help with stress management and explore more

deeply the connection between breath, body and wellness

Thursdays Flow Yoga 9 – 10am

A faster paced practice with almost continuous flow of movement and breath

Fridays Chair Yoga 10 – 10.45am

A gentle form of yoga where poses are done seated and standing using a chair for

support

New Term starts on Thursday September 3rd

Any enquiries to juliette53@btinternet.com

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:ian@iansharp.net
mailto:tf@truleaf.co.uk
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SIBFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hopefully the talk which Tim Huckvale gave on 17th Sept on the Reverend
Stevens’s diaries has inspired many to read the daily excerpts on the Sibfords
website.

Those seven diaries, and Tim’s research into them, give a valuable insight into so
much: into the life and character of the man, into Sibford towards the end of
the 19th Century, and above all, over twenty-five years, there is hardly any
Sibford family not mentioned, either in passing or more often in little,
sometimes tragic, sometimes very funny anecdotes.

Edward, (Tim likes to call him Father Ted), born in 1832, started his career as a
schoolteacher, was ordained in 1871, and after a time as Chaplain of New
College, Oxford, for which he was paid £100 a year, was offered the job of
Vicar at Sibford. He moved here with his wife Isabella and his family, and they
lived in the Rectory by the pond. He led a full life, carrying out his duties
strictly but with compassion and sometimes with humour.

There was a lovely excerpt read by John Woodvine, where Edward is trying to
explain a right-angle to his little seven-year-old son Frank, later Frank
Lascelles, the Pageant Master. The explanation seemed to have gone quite
successfully, until Frank asked, “Dear P (short for Papa), so what is a wrong
angle?”

Tim is grateful to John for his wonderful readings (especially his memorable
impression of Mrs Poulton) and also to Oswyn Murray for his help with
translating the Latin, which Edward resorted to whenever he had something
very private - or scandalous - to record.

The combination of the detailed research and John’s lively contributions really
delighted the audience, and they are unanimous in wanting a second helping of
this, once Tim has transcribed the final 200 pages!

All being well, and subject to no further restrictions, we will be welcoming
back Martin Sirot- Smith, of Sulgrave Manor, who will be talking about 'Daily
Life in Tudor Times.'.This will be on 19th November,in the Village Hall, starting
at 8 pm, with doors opening at 7.45pm. Donations towards the fees welcome.
Please contact: dianahughesonline@gmail.com, to be one of the 25 allowed in
the hall; otherwise you can watch this on Zoom. Expect a very lively talk! No
refreshments allowed unfortunately, but bring your own drinks.

Diana Hughes

mailto:dianahughesonline@gmail.com
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THE VIRTUAL GREAT NORTH RUN
.

SUNDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER - SUNDAY, 18TH OCTOBER 2020.

IN SUPPORT OF MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE ASSOCIATION 5000 APPEAL.

ON SUNDAY, THE 13TH SEPTEMBER I RAN THE VIRTUAL GREAT NORTH RUN
(the original date for the 40th Great North Run which would have been my
35th appearance ) in support of MND. Instead of taking to the road between
Newcastle upon Tyne to South Shields, together with my daughter Suzie
Taylor I covered the HALF MARATHON DISTANCE over the hills and inclines
of North Oxfordshire and South Warwickshire. Time 2H 27M 48S.

I will conclude my efforts with a 2nd HALF MARATHON on Sunday, the 18th

October and currently I am undertaking the challenge of running a further
23 occasions covering distances ranging from 3 miles to 12 miles, the total
commitment being 150 miles. The 2nd Half Marathon will take place in the
Banbury area. During the course of the 2nd challenge , I will reach a further
milestone as an “Elderly Gentleman” on the 14th October , my 77th birthday.
Support to my efforts has been outstanding and a four figure has already
been achieved for the Motor Neurone Disease Association 5000 Appeal.

On SUNDAY,THE 4TH OCTOBER I had the pleasure of accompanying my
daughter over the last 10 miles 385 yards of the THE VIRTUAL LONDON
MARATHON in a time of 1 hour 46 minutes, enjoying the encouragement of
horns from passing cars and pedestrians as we passed through Adderbury,
Bodicote, Banbury Town Centre, Cherwell Heights Bodicote and back to
Adderbury

MND is the only charity in England, Wales and Northern Ireland dedicated to
improve care and support for people affected by MND, fund and support
research and raise awareness of people with MND to address society.

Contact details:- Tel:-01295 780373. E-mail:-dbennett77@googlemail.com

http://www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk
mailto:E-mail%253A-dbennett77@googlemail.com
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Rooms to Hire Sibford Gower

Are you looking for a space to hire for a one off event or a regular booking?

The Meeting House at Sibford Gower might answer your needs. The Meeting

House has a large meeting room, a fully fitted modern kitchen with crockery, cutlery

etc and a well equipped children’s room.

The cost of hiring is £12 per hour for short hiring periods. The price for longer

periods is negotiable.

For further information contact: Gill Yeomans gill@crofthouse.eu

Tel: 01608 737890

GREETINGS CARDS

I make greetings cards from my own photographs taken in England, Scotland and Wales.

They are 6''x4'', printed on glossy photographic paper and come in a clear cellulose envelope

with a stiff paper insert for writing on and an envelope.

There are four categories: Landscape, Flowers, Birds and Animals.

Many of the recent photos are of the spring flowers in my garden.

There are photos suitable for every occasion.

The cards cost £1.50p and all profits go to Katharine House Hospice.

If you would like to know more, please contact me:

Lindsey Smith

01295 780698

Email: lindseycsmith52@gmail.com

mailto:gill@crofthouse.eu
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER

Dear All

We are now able to announce the appointment of the next Rector of the

Wykeham Benefice, the Reverend Canon Neil Bowler, currently a priest in

Sheffield Diocese. We expect that he will be installed formally by the Bishop

of Oxford at 7.30pm on Tuesday 5th January 2021, which means that he will

still be in his current group of parishes for Christmas. He was elected

unanimously by the interview panel of parish representatives and Patrons.

We are very fortunate that our interregnum will have been less than a year.

Many thanks to all of you for your prayers that an appropriate priest would be

moved to apply. I know that Neil felt strongly called by God to this Benefice

With every blessing.

John

The Reverend John Tattersall

Abingdon House, Park Lane, Swalcliffe, Banbury OX15 5EU

01295 780283

Mobile: 07711 733978

Neil's letter of introduction is on the next two pages........

John Loggins Charity

Those wishing to apply to the above with help during this winter, please WRITE

a letter to Mrs E Boughton at the following address: Mrs G Soden, Wyatts

Close, Sibford. Gower. Closing date Dec 1st

Plants for sale

Support the NGS and prepare your garden for spring and summer 2021. Visit
Carters Yard garden and buy a wide range of perennials and shrubs. By
appointment with Sue Bannister, 01295 780365, sebannister@gmail.com

mailto:sebannister@gmail.com
mailto:sue5595@aol.com


Dear friends,
It is with great excitement and anticipation that I write this short

reflection to introduce myself to you, as your soon to be new Rector for the
Wykeham benefice. My time visiting all of the parishes has left a significant
impression upon me and I’m looking forward very much to moving to the new
Rectory and living alongside you all and being your Rector in January.

Well, what can I say about myself? I suppose I should start at the
beginning; I grew up in a close knit mining community in South Yorkshire and
on leaving secondary school I went to study for my first degree, which was
in Law, at Nottingham. I then moved to live in York for a year to take my
Law society final examinations (solicitors’ exams). My time in York was made
even more enjoyable because my landlady worked at the chocolate factory
and would bring copious amounts of chocolates back for the students who
lived in her house.(It goes without saying that I’m known now for having a
sweet tooth.)

After qualifying as a solicitor, I worked for almost 10 years as a senior
legal adviser in the South Yorkshire Magistrates' Courts. Whilst working in
the court service I was asked by my then vicar whether I had ever thought
about becoming a youth leader (he knew of my extensive experience
delivering training and advising in youth courts) and so I became a youth
leader in the church for four years. It was whilst leading a residential trip
for a group of young people that one of the teenagers asked me why I
wasn’t a vicar? He had no idea what he opened up, because he had planted
the thought in my head and the more I reflected upon it and prayed about
it, the clearer it became; I discerned a sense of being called to become a
priest. I went to see my vicar and he simply said; “I’ve just been waiting for
you to come and talk to me about it.”

I went to train for the priesthood at the College of the Resurrection
in Mirfield. During my two years there I also studied for a degree in
Theology at Leeds University and went on placements in Leicester and
Romania. i

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER

32



My curacy was in Doncaster before I moved to be the Rector of Whiston,
which is a large urban and rural parish in Rotherham. During my time at
Whiston I was asked to be one of the Bishop’s educational advisors on national
advisory panels and was also the Area Dean for Rotherham at a time of
significant change. I then was asked if I would become the Vicar of Ranmoor in
Sheffield, a very large church. During my time in Sheffield I was appointed as
the Bishop’s advisor in spirituality and was asked if I would become an honorary
Canon of Sheffield cathedral. Having had all these experiences in ministry I
discerned that I felt a calling to experience ministry in a multi parish setting
and so I became the assistant priest of the Silverwood mission partnership,
made up of seven churches across a much more rural setting. Alongside this I
also wanted to gain even more experience of the life and workings of a school
and so I also became an advanced learning support worker in a local primary
school. All of these experiences have brought me to this exciting moment in my
life and ministry, preparing to be your Rector.

I’m someone you will very quickly find out who enjoys hearing laughter
and being joyful. I also am someone who places a great deal of importance upon
the pastoral care that I can bring as your Rector. Whilst also being someone
who brings enthusiasm and energy, as well as a ‘can do’ sort of an attitude, all
of this done in a prayerful and reflective way. I’m excited by the prospect of
being the Rector for all the people who live, work and are educated in all of
the parishes in the Benefice. Be prepared then to receive a regular visit from
your Rector, to see your Rector visibly in all aspects of community life and to
have someone as your Rector who will love you and care for you, who will be
alongside you in times of sadness as well as share in times of joy.

If I’m not out and about around the parish, then I may well be digging
in the vegetable patch at the Rectory, as I enjoy gardening, or maybe you’ll
find me with my sketchbook in hand as I enjoy painting and writing, or with a
pair of binoculars going for a long walk as I’m also a member of the RSPB.

I do hope that what I've written gives to you just a little bit of a sense
of who I am and how much I'm looking forward to being with you all in the New
Year

Love & prayers, Revd Neil

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER
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https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/Zxm5aWlHOvdQiKGrJsBZfg~~/AAME8QA~/RgRhUJ_TP0TjaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvRHItU3VzYW4tSGVhdGg_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWxjX2ZycF9zaGFyZV90cmFuc2FjdGlvbl9mdW5kcmFpc2VyX3BhZ2VfbGF1bmNoZWQmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZTM5YWUxMGQtYzU3YS00YzcyLWJkYWUtYTFhMWJkYTI5NmRlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wb3N0b2ZmaWNlJnV0bV90ZXJtPTE2MDEwNTEzNDY3NDNXA3NwY0IKACfTGm5fUaUol1IaaGFycmlldC5tY2tlcnJvd0BnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAM~
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Notes:

NS - Not Saturdays

SSH - Saturdays, Monday to Fridays during School Holidays

B - Bus also serves Lower Quinton, Meon Vale, Clifford Chambers and on

school days operates via Shipston High School

Note - ALL buses loop through Sibford Ferris, Burdrop & Sibford Gower

SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

BUS NUMBER: 3A NS SSH

SOA Wood Street 6.15 9.00 16.05

SOA Bridge Street 6.17 9.02 16.07

Ilmington, Red Lion 9.20 11.40 16.25

Shipston, Tilemans Lane 6.37 9.37 11.47 13.26 16.32

Shipston, Pettiphers Garage 6.40 9.40 11.50 13.29 16.35

Lower Brailes, The Park 6.50 9.50 12.00 13.50 16.45

Sibford Ferris School 7.02 10.02 12.12 14.02 16.57

Lower Tadmarton 7.12 10.12 12.22 14.12 17.07

Banbury Bus Station 7.25 10.25 12.35 14.25 17.20

B

Banbury Bus Station 10.30 12.40 14.30 17.30

Lower Tadmarton 10.43 12.53 14.43 17.43

Sibford Ferris School 10.53 13.03 14.53 17.53

Lower Brailes, The Park 11.06 13.16 15.06 18.06

Shipston, Pettiphers Garage 11.16 13.29 15.16 18.16

Shipston, Tilemans Lane 11.19 15.19 18.19

Ilmington, Red Lion 11.36 15.31

SOA, Bridge Street 16.00 18.41

SOA, Wood Street 16.03 18.48
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NOVEMBER BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 10th; 24th
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 3rd; 17th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford
Ferris: Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE -

12 NOON - 18th NOVEMBER 2020

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse,
Sibford Gower, OX15 5RT

T: 01295 788367
E: sallyandivorhopkyns@hotmail.com

You can pay for ads diirectly into our account:
Sort Code: 60 01 35 Acct 52612236

2nd - Ladies Coffee Club - Wykham Arms - 11am

11th - Horti talk: "Re-imaginng the garden' - Village Hall - 7.30pm

14th - Vaalai's Food Truck - Village Hall 530pm - 830pm
19th - 'Daily life in Tudor times' - SHS talk - Village Hall - 7.45pm

28th - Vaalai's Food Truck - Village Hall 530pm - 830pm

28th - 6th Dec - Christmas Pop-Up shop - Wykham Park Farm


