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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

This week Robin Cook was heard t¢-admit
"The Conservatives have some good ideas!"
(He did not say which'!,) T '

Our readers will see elsewhere in this month's Scene an
excellent suggestion from Monty.

The Editor is delighted to introduce an item "Forthcoming
Events". This should be seen not so much as a long term
advertisement but rather "A Booking" of that date within
our villages to ensure that other organisations do not
double book,

It might - just might!! - encourage many societies to
plan ahead - well ahead!
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North Mobile Library

4s from 6th November 1891 the mobile library will call at

the following times on alternate Wednesdays.

Sibford Gower High Meadow 2.25-2.50

School 2.55-3.25
Burdrop Vets 3.30-3,45
Sibford Ferris Green's Shop 3.50-4.20
Wednesday wk 1 Route NM3

The North Mobile Library is based at Deddington Library
Tel ; 0869 38391
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Hazel V. Robinson

WATER COLOUR ARTIST
EDGE HILL 706

To View Work

- Specialist in Houses and Olde Grimes Cottage
Old Buildings. No Shenington
obligation to purchase if Banbury
not satisfied Oxon

Di rectoryy of Local.Services

Nz Al & Deslgn ’ JUNNIFEP WEM.SUY, Grace Cotltage,
Bells Lane, llook Horton [06UB 730401)

C : Carpels RAY RAHDERSOHI Suppliers & Fltters of
Contract & ‘Womeslic carpets & Floorling
[v295 B89721]) ..

E : Electrliclian JUHN DNAKER [Domestlic/Rgricultural/
Industrial] [Swalcliffe 409]
M : Mobile Stures R. ¥, SIUNE - dellvers to the Sibfords

& Durdrop EVERY TUESDAY. [0608 737804]

P Plumbing & Healtfng DAVID BUILER, Lilac Coltage, Upper
Tadmacrton, Nr Uanbury LU29570 668}

SN faxi CHIPPING HORIOM TAXIS, 17 ftubins Clouse,

Greal Rollright LUGUB 737467}
URERQAD

Vsl o Bt e s 0y
% Top quality terracotta by
HOOK NORTON, BANBURY, OXON.

8
jéitradlllonal metho

ds, from
xPlaln 6" seey pands'r!ghl

p lo 42° Baroque Urns.
All our pots carry a 10

i AR . year Guarant
Vehfcle Sales, Service + MOT Wiichford Poc - i ntee agajnst
Accident Repairs, Petrol, th'hford:v ¢

o 3
Forecourt Shop, Car Wash, et & Shipseon-an-Stour tZEQ Mon - Fri 9 5.m.
o oy T TR © Worwickshire CVY6 PG P.m. Sal 10 a.m.

8 Long Compron (0bodBe) ¢46 t° ° Pom
o R Fox (0b0884)83)

DANHATSU — n' -—

TELEPHONE : HOOK NOATON 0406 737349
FAX NO.3 0408 730279
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j% NATURE NOTES FROM SCOTLAND

October 12th - Drove from Stirling through marvellous autumn
colour to a farm cottage near Lairg. Called in at The Hermitage,
a National Trust of Scotland property, that has some very fine€
trees. We saw a cedar of Lebanon 103 ft' tall, a silver fir 136

ft and a Douglas fir 160 ft. They were measured in 1984 -so could
be a few feet taller by now. Under the trees we found some of the
very poisonous fungus known as fly agaric, .which have beautiful
red tops with white spots. The harvest must have been cleared in
good time up here, as the crops of winter barley and oil séed rape
that we saw from the car, seem to be much more forward than crops
around Sibford. ;

October 13th - At Inchnadamph we walked up a valley looking for
some caves that were occupied just after the last ice age. We
failed to. find the right caves but we found some interesting plants
including the mountain aven (Dryas octopetala) which we grow on

our rockery. 1In the parts of the valley where the river went
underground, the only sounds were the roarings of the red deer
stags high on the cloud-covered hills and the red grouse telling

us to "go-back, go-back". On the way back we watched 'the salmon
and sea trout trying to leap up the falls of Shin, but saw none
actually manage it. '

October 14th - When we stopped at the roadside to look into a

gorge, we saw an old salmon ladder built in stone to form a series
of pools with the water shooting down between each pool on alternate
sides of the 10 ft wide stream. There must be 20 or more of these
pools to help the salmon up the steep part, and thereafter it
consists of a series of stone weirs which they can jump. On to

Loch Fleet where we saw seals lying on a mudflat and a lot of

birds from which we managed to identify curlew, redshank, lapwing,
heron, bar-tailed godwit, red-breasted merganser, eider duck, common
scoter, wigeon and mallard.

October 15th - Looking across Loch More we could see and hear
several stags spaced out over the mountain side. One of them had

a harem of 13 hinds, but the others had very few. We are seeing
buzzard and kestrel every day and as we went NW today we saw plenty
of pure-bred hooded-crows; some here seem to be crossed with the
carrion crow. :

October 16th - To Thurso by train over what must be some of the
wildest country in Britain. Hundreds of square miles of heather
moorland, without any livestock and broken only by some recent
plantings of conifers. One one of the many small lochs we saw
two swans, probably whoopers, but the train was past before I
could focus my binoculars on them. Near Thurso the field
boundaries are made by stznding stonme slabs on edge to a height
of about 3 ft which must be enough to contain the North Country
Cheviot sheep that predominate up here. On the sea we saw two
black-throated divers and some long-tailed ducks.

October 17th - After a wet night we looked again at the salmon
ladder which had very little more water coming down because it is
controlled by a sluice-gate at the top, but the waterfall on the
main river was terrific. Watched a red squirrel collecting hazel
nuts: it had a cluster of three in its mouth.
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The presentation of this month's Scene has been greatly
enhanced by the imaginative and creative individualism
of many more contributors. Thank you all who have made
such worthwhile efforts - more please!

During the last gathering of Rural Oxfordshire newsletter
editors, we were criticised for the lack of personal news
about individual villagers - so - Is there anybody 'out
‘there' who would like to contribute a monthly page about
Sibford Folk? The person the editor has in mind would be

. a member of several societies, clubs etc. Friendship, Leo,

WI, Horti, Cricket, etc., for it is at these gatherings
that interesting "doings" of our villagers are discussed
and information swopped.

A regular column on these lines would be welcomed by all
and it would be a considerable boost to the content of
our 'Scene'.

Please please ring the Editor to say 'Yes I'm your man
or woman' .

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Locally we need to be particularly aware of
'distraction' crimes; these are particularly
invidious as they are frequently aimed at the elderly but
any one of us could be a victim. The procedure of locking
the back of the house if one is at the front and vice-versa
is a help as is the watchful uninquisitive, eye on your
neighbours' property. Look out for strangers where they
should not be, note down car numbers and descriptions etc.
On this note, if you are about to settle down to an
evening's TV, LOCK THE HOUSE UP FIRST! Cars and contents
are fashionable with the thieves at the moment - keep them
locked -~ and get as many markings on them as possible.
PC Bullard our local bobby (Hooky) tells me that there has
been a lot of house breaking south of Hooky - not very far
away! Keep secure and alert.
John Mulley (Swa. 629). Hon. Co-ordinator Sibford Gower
& Burdrop.
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Rupert Brooke - sadly now out of fashion - wrote a thought
provoking poem about Smet-Smet, the Hippopotamus Goddess
of the ancient Egyptians, who was leaving them. In their
lament the Priests sang, and part of their chorus reads:

"She solaced our. woe )

and soothed our sighiné

And what shall we do

now God is dying?"

Well, Sue Richards is neither a hippopotamus nor is she

dying - but she is a bit of a Goddess and she is leaving

us - and so the Editor echoes the Priests’ question —
“"What shall we do?"

Husband Nick has been 'inconsiderately’ posted by NatVest
to that outpost of the Empire called Nottingham and Sue
feels duty bound to follow - ahhh!

Can it really be four years since Sue took over from
Vivienne? She immediately grasped both the Scene and the
Editor by the scruff of the neck, transforming the former
and exhausting the latter!

Sue has been a magnificent Lieutenant and has gathered
round her a fine team of typists, photocopiers & helpers.

Sue, dear Sue, we shall miss you and your lovely family.
THARK YOU for all you have done - Good Luck and Blessings
from all the Villagers of Sibford.
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£186.95 was collected this year.

Thank you all who gave time to go house to house and
of course to those who gave.

The total is up £20 from last year.

Brilliant!

Jane Holliday




Sibford Gower Endowed
Primary School

We had a lovely day in Stratford,

spending the morning looking around Anne
" Hathaway’s Cottage and the afternoon at
Mary Arden’s House. ~ The weather was kind
to us and we ate our lunch in the lovely
garden at Mary Arden’s House and watched
the falconry display in glorious sunshine.
It was much more interesting to see a
Tuder house than just to read about it.

The following week Mr Tuffery visited
school and showed us some of his falcons
and told us all about them. Following
this visit the junicr children produced
some beautiful pastel pictures of birds
wihich are now decorating the o0l1d school. ;g

Our Harvest Festival
service was held in Epwell
Church and followed
the theme of "Bread".
A home made cake and
biscuit sale was held
in school later in
the day, and the
proceeds - £125 -
have bheen sent to
the hydrotherapy
pcol fund at the
Frank Wise School.



Last week we had a talk on the World
Wide Fund for Nature by Mrs Nicky Westwood
and on the Friday, Anna Pidgeon and Katy
Garrett organised a pet show within
.school. The show was restricted to caged
animals and there were over 20 entries.
An entry fee was charged and all proceeds
have been sent to the World Wide Fund for
Nature.

If you went up to the woods last
Thursday you’d ‘have been sure of a big
surprise, for that was the day Mrs Cody’s
class had their Teddy Bears Picnic. The
teddies brought their children alongsfor a
treat and lots of goodﬁes were consumed.
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Remember, remember the
5th of November - we're
having a magnificent
fireworks display and o
bonfire on the school L]
playing field. o o
There will be plenty of o
fecod and drink on offer o
and entry is €1.50 for L
adults and £1.00 for children.

'P.S. JUMBLE SALE - 20th November, 2.00p.m.

DOES YUUR BUSINESS NEED A BOUST? PSR E——
A FENCING ERECTOR
SCRILLS INC. A. C. DYER

A1l sizes of fencing panels to fit your
requlrements,  Competitlve prices.

©9000000000000000000000

Conloct expericiced ‘jun_mlism S Fitting on request. Also GWRLEN
A. FONG and L. PORELL MACHINERY - Sales & Service.
for all your pblicity and PR For quality st the right price -
needs telephone 060084 608 Wmichford.
l . w 90000 EGENEPUENORUNCOCUDO0PEURNNTIUPERTSVIDRID

lel: Swalcliffe B495



SIBFORD WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

THE OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION
PRODUCE SHIELD

Congratulations to Sibford for their
excellent entry for the Oxfordshire
Federatior Produce Shield competitiom.

The theme this year was "Around the
Vorld” and Sibford chose "Scotland” as its
subject, coming top for entries for that
country and gaining 93 3/4 marks out of a
possible 110, and fifth in position overall.
There were a large number of entries.

The team consisted of Mrs Elldred who obtained 19% out of 20 for
her shortbread (how can you lose half a mark?), Mrs Puddle, Mrs Cooper
and Mrs Valpole. Mrs Pearlman gained 3rd place for her apples in a
separate class. This is the best showing that the Institute has made so
far and represents a very high standard of performance in a hotly
contested competition. Vell Done!

The monthly meeting heard Mr Datsun speak cn the topic of
Campanology, a subject not easy to put over in words as regards explaining
ringing sequences. A line of six W.I. members weaving back and forth to
illustrate a "Change" made things clearer and caused some amusement.
However it was generally agreed that the single Sibford bell, now repaired
and restored, shall be left to the Rector or his henchmen to ring.

In the course of the meeting, good wishes were extended to Mrs
Jarvis and Mrs Law, both in hospital, for speedy recovery. MNrs Hutchinson
produced beautiful flower baskets to be sent to each from the membership.

The November meeting will take place at 2 PM on Tuesday 12tk when
Ars Datsun will describe "Farming in the 1990s®. She will alsc judge which
is the best fruit pie brought alcong for the competition (crust on ths top
model).
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Oxfordshire County Council have
circulated a list of waste reception
centres in Oxfordshire. Below is a
digest of those available locally which
may be useful and should prevent

unnecessary dumping of rubbish in and
around the village.

RECYCLING AND WASTE g

RECEPTION CENTRES
NEAR BANBURY
BOTTLE BANAS

O Littlewoods - rear of
store near car park

O Castle Gardens - car park
U Tesco’s - car park
U Alkerton Tip

OIL COLLECTION POINTS

U Council Depot, Thorpe Way,
Banbury

O Alkerton Tip
NEWSPAFPERS/MAGAZINES

O First Saturday of each month by
Scouts. Collected from your front
entrance between 10am - 11am

Q Alkerton Tip

SCRAP METAL
Q Alkerton Tip

CFCs, FRIDGES/FREFZERS
G Alkerton Tip

GARDEN REFUSE
O Pre-paid green refuse sacks
available at Greens Shop or from
Scouts (Tel. 259). Sacks collected
with household refuse.

O  Alkerton Tip

LARGE ITEMS OF DOMESTIC/

HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH /ﬂat
building mafeﬂa/s}

Collection will be arranged free of
charge by Mr. G Nicholson, Cherwell
District Council - 9 252535

BONFIRES

Autumn is a busy time in the garden
B and a lot of garden refuse will

7 be scheduled for burning.
Whilst there is no bye-law
governing the lighting of fires

1.4 in private gardens, please

£ m Q‘ consider your neighbours.
.;9 Pleasant sunny summer

N> afternoons have been spoiled
this year by smoke suddenly
engulfing nearby gardens. If you are
troubled by frequent bonfires, the
Environmental Officer of Cherwell
District Council will be pleased to
advise you.
Alkerton Tip - off the A422 Banburyy/

Stratford road. Open Monday-
Sunday 8.30am to 8.00pm

RECYLE.DTP
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The Friends. School,

We are all well settled once more into .
the routine of term-time. New children
have adjusted well to their lives at
Sibford, for others this term marks the
.beginning of their last year at school,
or,the start of an exam course.

Year seven pupils have enjoyed two
dramatic events based on Francis

Hodgeson Burnett's novel "The Secret
Garden". Before attending a performance
-in Oxford of a new children's Opera based
on the famous story, the pupils were
involved in a workshop morning with members
of the Company producing the Opera.
'Theatre-Centre' gave the children

an exciting introduction to the play

by working on movement and rhythms,

using drama skills and percussion
instruments.

The ij QWMQ(MOW Year eight students also visited Oxford
for a study trip to the Ashmolean Museum
as part of their history course.

As well as these outings, year ten art students were treated to a day in London to
visit the Roval Acaceny's 'Pop Art Show', a thoroughly enjoyable exhibition. Year
eleven geographers participated in a field trip to Wales as part of their gecgraphy
course work.

Closer to home, readers m3y have noticed a red 'snake' meandering its way through the
Oxfordshire countrys:de. On rloser inspection you w#ill have discovered that this was
Orchard Close, fully kitted-out in red boiler-suits and wellingtons, on a quest for
blackberries and crab apples for their Jam making sessions.

fielding students have been invaolved in an exchange with Blexham Scheol, plaving host
to Bloxham pupils and. in return, visiting Sloxham to follow 2 day with the pupils
there. « ’

And to think that by the time YOu read this, the half-term holiday will have come and
GONEssiionnnnans !

Penelope Spring




Fric and the Fish

Cwith spologies to Stanley Holloway and 'Albert’ )

There's a little known hamlet near Banbury
that's noted for its village pond.

A spot that the Gower Parish Council

had really become very fond.

When the fox ate the ducks for his dinner
the Council were rather perplexed,

but when t'River Board came for the fishes
then Eric said "Vell, I am vexed".

The fish had grown legs that would help them
to walk through the thick greasy grime,

and radar - for even fish eyesight

could not see too far through the slime.

The Council watched t'water get lower
until it had run all away.

They thought they'd do something about it
but couldn't decide on a day.

The man fromr the River Board then came
and found the conditions acute.

He made a ncise like some Ftesn_ water
- the fish all jumped in his car boot!

After mon<hs of long Council debating
the day for the clean-up was fixed.
The foul smell would be rather awful,
reactions of neighbours were mixed.

On the day of the Pond Clean t'was raining
and Eric sought someone to blame.

You could tell that the Council had fixed it
‘cos very few villagers came.

All good jobs they need a good foreman

or the workers would be at a loss.

Eric had his strong sheep crook to lean omn
so he was elacted as 'Boss’. .
Richard came clad in brightest of Yellows
to search for lost coins he would strive.
He locked like a traffic policeman
escaped from the M25!

Fred came with his hammer and chisel;

he began to knock holes in the wall.

He enjoyed it - but what he was doing
could not be detected at all.
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