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THE VESTRY GARDEN — KATHARINE HOUSE L

It was with feelings of delight and apprehension that I accepted the challenge
of designing, planting and maintaining a small garden at The Katharine House
Hospice. Sibford School was approached by the architect (John Simms) with a
view to involving the pupils with the scheme. The plans have been drawn up and
the builders are busy constructing raised flower beds and water features.

It will soon be time to plant up the garden and this is where I am hoping that
residents of The Sibfords and Burdrop will be able to help me. The Vestry
Garden is small and faces North. It will thercfore be shady and dry. I have
devised a planting scheme designed to produce a restful and fragrant refuge
for the patients and their visitors. A list of some of the plants which I am
wanting to include appears at the end of this article. 1f anyone reading this
has a surplus of bulbs, a herbaceous clump that would divice or even a cutting
that would grow on, I would be delighted to hear from you.

I would like to be able to put up a wall plaque which might read:-

'"This Garden was donated by the residents of the Sibfords and is maintained by
the pupils of Sibford School'.

If you would like to help but cannot actually supply any of the named plants a
donation, however small, would be greatly appreciated ( either for buying
plants which are not available from local garcdems or Lo put towards the cost
of trellis-work, rose arches ectec.). If you are able to donate any of the
plants plcase drop a note through my letter box at Nansen House, Hoolk Norton
Road, Sibford Ferris. I will then make arrangements to collect the plants from
you. Any financial contributions should also be left at Nansen Housc.

Janctte Skeath (494).

PLANTING LIST (to include)

Snowdrops (single & double)
Snakeshead Fritillary
Helleborus orientalis rubra
(lenten rose)

Lily of the valley -
Creeping Thyme (vulgaris)
Hyacinths (pink & white)
Helleborus niger

Vinca minor (miniature periwinkle) .
London Pride (Saxifraga urbium)
Geranium macrorrhizium (pink & white)
Choisya ternata

Jasmine officiale

Rosa - Climbing iceburg
Pachysandra

Viburnum davidii

Dutch Iris (blue, purple & white)
Clematis macropetala

Clematis montana (pink & white)

Nepeta mussinii

Japancse anemone (white & pink)
Geranium nodosum (lilac)
Euonymus fortunii (variegated)
Rosa - The Fairy :
Rosa - Glore de Dijon

Prunus - Otto Luyken

Dwarf Iris (reticulata)
Virginia Creeper
(Parthenocissus henryana)
Hydrangea petiolaris



THE SCENE'S NEW VESTMENTS:

When the Times redesigned its front page 'Black clouds’ rolled in!:
the Radio Times new layout brought cries of despair.

It would seem, therefore, that six votes against our new Scene is
ather fewer than expected when compared with the eighteen or so
compliments received. ;

The main gource of criticism (apart fraom the 'twin set and pearls®
comment of including Tradesmen's names such as Tesco in our light-
hearted articles) was the size of the print - no-one actually said they
could not read it but all six spoke on behalf of those who may have
difficulty.

Our Technical Adviser - Sue - thinks this can be overcome wih more
severe editing to reduce copy submitted and thus larger print would be
paossible.

So here’'s another Go -- What do you think ?

{The Scene is gratzful to the Editor of our sister paper, The Epwell Echao,
for his helpful and encouraging comments.
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¥ SIBFORS'S REDOUBTABLE REVIVAL
“ L
(From The Boundary Man in France - is Sibford playing French Cricket?)
A barren June in which the dismal weather matched results, transformed

into & rich harvest of bright and enterprising cricket in July, with the
village team winning six leapue matches in a row. Disappointment, however,
in the League Cup Final with Sibford losing for the second time in three
seasons, despite effervescent performances from Nigel Fletcher and Roger
Gilbert.

The most noteworthy feature of the season has been the batting.
Skipper David Inns has hit four half centuries, although Ron Morbey has
totted up the highest individual score with a brilliant 21 against League
leaders, Radway. The full time return of Adrian Lamb to the field has
consolidated the middle order and with the engine room of Fletcher and
Gilbert to revive any early setbacks, the batting has looked the most
secure in several years.

Roger Gilbert has led the bowling attack with accuracy and guile
and Brian Holliday has added to its variety with some genuine "Hedley
Verity" (a prize for identification - the Vicar is excluded!). However,
the most pleasing aspect has been the progress of Chris Sabin; for when
work has permitted, he has displayed uncanny movement with his left arm
pace and swing "Catches win matches” and the improvement in results is in
no small way due to a series of brilliant individual efforts, notably by
Ian Gilbert and David Pratt.

The further virtues of village cricket 1ife - excluding the excellent
teas - has been the resurrecticn of the Ferris v Gower match, which
identified the many fine players currently resident in the village;
the growth of the new generation of players, spearheaded by Chris Sabin
and Ian Gilbert and the number of father and son combinations available for
the next few years and the extraordinary devotion and keenness of Matthew
Spicer, who has turned up each week to act as twelth man, scarer and
supporter - thank you Matthew - your presence is appreciated.

Finally, a thank you to Bert Gilbert for his 43 hour stint each week
at each end of the wicket - his Persil White coat, and his six coins
(and on occasions eight!) - his presence is appreciated and needed.

P.S5. June, July, August & September results in October issue -
Averages in November issue.



A Tribute to Brenda Philips

In birth and death we think of gifts - gold and
frankincense and peace.

Brenda Philips gave and left us with hope. Hope that
we might ourselves survive and endure great pain

and do it all with great style. But Brenda did more
than survive and endure - she flourished.

She brought a very special ingredient to being an
invalid which we saw as we visited her fireside or
met her in her Bernard-pushed wheelchair around the
village. It was a continuing optimism and energy
and love which greeted everyone she met but for me,
as others, her interest in l1life and people was the
continuing quality we remember.

Brenda Philips is not just remembered - she remains
in our affection and in our love, and perhaps most
of all in our hopes.

Ernest Jones

QeEEEERREEEEERRERREERERERRER

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION APPEAL

The First World War leaves us with 5,500 servicemen
and dependants needing help. The Second World War
with 245,000 to date. Do you know that 'peacetime',
since 1945, has given us a legacy of some 70 con-
flicts; 4,000 servicemen killed and 16,000 injured.

The Poppy Appeal exists to help these people and we
shall be calling again this year for your donations,
with our customary gratitude. To my band of collecto:
please take a moment from your busy polishing of
boots ready for the "off", to let me know of any
difficulties; collections are between 29th Oct. and
10th Nov. this year.

John Mulley, Hon. Organiser.
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The Editor is grateful to the Editor of the Deddington
Deanery Magazine for permission to report the following
from his August edition.

We have recently said farewell to four local people,
including Bertha Warmington, wife of Les, who was

buried at Sibford on 25th June. She hadn't been well
for some time, but her passing was sudden.

Jack Bristow, from Burdrop, died very suddenly at home
towards the end of June. He had been a scientist of
dedication, having done night school classes to obtain
his degree. He was a great family man, with particular
pride in recent grand-children.

To the relatives and friends of these people, we extend
our love and sympathy; may they rest in peace and rise
in God's glory.

At the June family service, William John Ben Parmiter
and Hannah Elizabeth Richards were both baptised; and
the two fathers were responsible for reading the two
lessons at the service.

On July 8th, Rachel Lambert, Dr. Agnew's latest (at the
time) grandchild was baptised.

QeeeRreReReEeRERRERRERRRRE@

" W.I. The July Meeting took place in

Mrs Soden's beautiful garden on a warm sunny

afternoon. Mrs Soden served delightful cream

teas, and a most enjoyable time was had by all.
1t was pleasing to welcome two guests - Mrs Brenda
Philips -and Mrs Jean Puddle. A gquiz on jewellery was
organized by Mrs Conway, and Mrs Johnston proved a
clear winner. The Sibford entry for the County Produce
Shield - "Midsummer Madness" Competition on June 18th,
gained above average marks, and thanks were expressed
to those members who took part, for their time and
effort. Mrs Crabtree presented Mrs Soden with a Garden
Gift Token in appreciation of her generous hospitality.
The nextimeeting will take place on Tuesday 1lth Sep-
tember in the Village Hall at 2pm, and will take the
#~rm of an Elizabeth Arden make-up demonstration.
_ompetition - a small mirror.

=



NATURE NOTES

- JUNE 29th When we tried to break
off part of an old tree stump which
thought weuld do to block a hole in the hedge bottom where
the lambs were getting out, we disturbed some young tree
creepers that scattered in all directions. As 1 could see
no sign of a nest in the stump, I think they may just have
flown and collected together in the stump as a place of
safety when we came along. They allowed us to collecti them
up and put them back again, so 1 hope they will be alright.

JULY 10th I think there should be a close season for flail
hedge trimmers, to run from mid-March until the end of July.
I saw one working today and wondered how many birds' nestis
it was destroying.

JULY 11th I was disappointed to find a young elm on the
farm that looks to have Dutcn Elm disease. Having not seen
any definite cases for a few years 1 had hoped that we mignt
have seen the last of it fer a waile.

JULY 17+th Wairlwinds nave been troublesome today clearing
paths across the rows of gtraw that I was baling, and leaving
some of the straw draped over the power lines that €fgss the
field. During the day the gentle breeze slid tne straw along
ihe cables until it came to rest agsinsti the insulators,
which made me think that, given the rignt conditionis it

could become a fire hazard.

JULY 22ndé Tre flycatchers that have nested on the swan-
heck of the rainwater pipe on cur bungalow, have managed

to rear two young which have flown today. The insect eating
birds have had a much easier time than the ones that rely
mainly on worms for food during the summer. We are puliing
out some cold porridge each day, whicn is welcomed by tne
blackbirds that ta<e it to feed their young.Found a Common
Centuary in flower on our very bare sheep pasture.

JULY 27th While on a walk today we came across a Very fine
broomrape that measured 2ft 6ins tall. It seemed to be using
knapweed as its host plant.

AUG 3rd The temperature at the farm reacned 953°F today
which is about the same as it reached in 1976 in the same
place. ' ' Gtnd.

-5-



AUG 4th Finished combining our wheat today. The crops have

all been affected by the drought with modest yields from
211 the winter corn., Tune barley and oats were only of fair
quality but the wheat produced a surprisingly bold sample.
The spring-sown barley was, as last year, very poor,

AUG 17th Badgers have had a Jjob to find enough food during
this dry summer. They have dug out mosi of the wasp nests
and I heard of one that was maxing a determined effort to
open a hedgehog wnich had rolled itself into a ball. The
plague of aphids that we would normally expect in a year
like this, has not materialised, so I think the ladybirds
must have done a good control job.

SIBFORD FERRIS PARISH COUNCIL

At their meeting this weex the members of the Council asked

me to reguest that a netice is inserted in the next issue

of The Scene regarding the resumed Sunday post box collections.
The times of collection are now displayed on the box.

The next date of our Parish Council meeting is Tuesday 1lth
September at 8pm in The Library of The Friends School, if

you would like to print that too.
EeLECtor2aCeeeelieeCuetEaaad AZeaeeaaee
FRESH HOME-MADE CAKES BAKED DAILY.

SELECTION OF SPONGES AND FRUIT CAKES.
TO ORDER PLEASE TELEPHORE: SWALCLIFFE 585

York stone urgently required for paving.
Minimum quantity 3 sq. yds. Tel.: 029578 8449
or " 222 ;



Nelghbourhood Watch

I trust that you have all enjoyed a good holiday period, and that you are
prepared for the longer nights with good locks, well greased and in use.

Nefarious characters have been at work in these villages since the last
issue of the Scene, as some of you have experienced. This only goes to
show that we need to ALWAYS be alive to the value of vigilance and
security.

YOUR Police Force are there to serve you: 1f you see anything out of the
ordinary and suspicious folk about please tell them then and there.

A policeman I met recently pald us all a compliment when he told me
that he had never experienced a wasted call from this N.W. Keep
‘1t up!

John Mulley
Hon.' Co-ordinator

Traldcraft

Traldcraft Goods are now available from me, Julie Webb, at Jessamine
Cottage, Bonds End Lane. I have large stocks of tea, coffee, recycled
paper products, a few crafts, various spices, pulses and rice: all of these
are bought from thelr sources, mainly in the Third World, at prices which
are falr to the workers and do not involve profits goling to exploitative
middlemen.! At the end of September I shall be re-ordering for Christmas: I
have catalogues avallable for those who would like to order thelir Christmas
cards, presents and wrapping paper through me (thus saving postage and
packing charges).! The catalogue 1s worth a look, as it has some really
lovely handmade things in it. If you're interested, either pop in (I'm
here most mornings and late afternoons) or give me a ring (8247).

Youth Club

Youth Club will be open on September 10th and 17th after which we will be
considering whether we can make use of the new sports facilities at the
Friends' School.l .

If you are 11 or over, and are interested do come along to the Village
Hall and let us know what you think.

Any interested parents are welcome to contact Anne Marcovitch on 8163,
David Baker, or any member of the Committee.

Romania

Very many people in the village kindly helped me raise money recently for
this stricken country, and I gave a talk, with photos (and a sample of

folk music 1) on my return at the beginning of July.! I am most grateful to
those who came and donated a further £45. Plans at the moment are to try
to bring some children here for holidays, and also to purchase vital
equipment for the babies who are suffering from AIDS. I shall be very
happy to talk again to interested groups who did not hear the .talk.'

Anne Marcovitch (Tel: 8163)

Baby-Rabbits - Free to Good Homes

Only two left.! Well handled. Lovely Pets.! One brown and one black.

Phanm Mrclky An Swa |R9N1 —
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: CAROL & JOHN ~~ . S HOGGINS OF TYSOE FOR 3- ‘
& ¢ ®
* extend a waram welcome to all at . *  splld Fuels .
2 THE WYKHAM ARMS b . Logs :
&«
% Feel at home the minute you step E : SIGAS Bottled Gas E
+ through the door. Hot & Cold . * Carden Peat ¢
% Bar Snacks, also a full : s Compost :
* A LA CARTE RESTAURANT : . Grow Bags .
! °
Y Come as a Guest and leave as a Friend. . Efigry Send, ElGwamsswes :
L
 sibford Cower, Nr. Banbury, Oxon. . . . .
t Yel.: 0295 78 351 . s Tel.: Tysoe (0295 88) 281 .
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* TADMARTON POST OFFICE & STORES & : . B, M & :
pe NEWSAGENTS ® * Experienced, friendly & efficient E
E Ceneral Grocery, frozen food, THAYERS | + service. ;
s Ice'cream, confectionery, home-cooked | - wWord processing, typing, disk sunngt}
: ham. : S Qualified tuition also avallable for,
- 4 . . d processing. {
% Home delivery of newspapers & magazines. > wagd P 9 -

% - e e
* Should you require a delivery please o 2 Call the Boss on: 029> 720337 {
* contact HELEN BUTLER at above or ‘phones . < . .

- rr cretarial Services

* SWALCLIFFE (0295 78) 668. 2 3 Dloxham UCPICS 58 .
B . . « 19 Brickle Lane 5
® Opening hours: 9 - 1 2 - 5.30 . L e ‘ o
” (Mon /Tues/Thurs/Fri/Sat - . * {
s . + Nr. Banbury, Oxon. 0X15 &HL.
: 9 - 12.30 (Wednesday) - § e BAESRLY .
i 10 - 12 noon {Sunday) . 1
t---..-cc-c.cq--------c..---«.-u.----.a;: :'ooc-nq-ltuclc.ulcouq-l--llc..--nu--...
'ﬂ........'lﬂ.'.l.l'l!’P’C.'ﬂl.l.l..q... ..ll-.'.'lldI...'C'.Q.II....Q.ICI-II..:
. HITHLY Lasit s g : THE FIRS GARAGE :
® - °
p tire service for all types of . : vehicle Sales, Service « M.0.T. :
3 childrens® parties and small E * Accldent Repalrs, Petrol .
S fetes, bazaars, etc. i « forecourt Shop, Car wash, etc..... =
: - - DAIHAISU Dealers for Oxfordshire 2
* Tel DEDDINGCTON (DB69) 38038 . . Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon. .
- ® * .
oy . - Tel.: Hook Norton (0608) 737349
\ch.Idﬂcallﬂ.ili..l-'-a-Iq--.--.-ncolc: :c.llqculncq--cnﬁnﬂocnl-lﬂlicccoi..cco.
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WHICHFORD POTTERY, WHICHFORD

t Whichford Pottery we make top quality terracotta by traditional methods. Our
election of flowerpots is unrivalled in this country, from plain 6“ seed pans right
up to 42" Baroque Urns,

All our pots carry a 10 YEAR CUARANTEE agajnst frost.

Come and visit us at The Pottery and see the pots being made

We are open Monday: Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. & Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.a.
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: STUART & JOYCE . . PE T LS
e welcome you at . « Fflowers for all occasions

L] L
b “THE GATE HANGS HICH" 2 * Selection of fresh & dried flowers
g Hook Norton b ? NOW OPEN @ 43a Market Place,Banbury
s Traditional ales in our friendly pub * (Tel.: 0295 255450)
S with excellent food available in the s Gillian Brookes still has flowers
s restaurant. Open seven days per week ? available for sale at Yhe Polting
* Bar only Tuesday & Sunday evenings. : * Shed, 'Sunrise’, Swalcliffe.
L .
+ Tel.: 0608 737387 Bookings advisablez T All orders fulfilled at Banbury
: “The Gate Hangs High & Hinders None. i feendvanatancdecaaaccqdannanaaaaaa '
L

; Refresh & Pay & Travel oan® .
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; AT T SUPERCCERN : AR L A B B o R B
* Banbury 2 : CONTACT .
. Distance No Object . - BRUCE _HORN :
+ Carpets cleaned: £15 a room s - e
. ) £45 whole house p . E
T 3 plece sulte £25 - s your local PAINTER & DECORATOR :

.

480808 888 0

et 88 5800888

sss0080 808008,

s O



-y

:IC'III.CG‘II'GII.‘CI...."I‘."I.!GG!I!IC‘!!'

SIBFORD VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE

o

High quality Grocers & Greengrocery, Wine
& Spirits, small toys, wrapping paper,
wide arrange of ACCORD cards. Video Film
Rental. (COOKIE COACH cakes and

biscults. :

294000000

Ring in your order for FREE dellvery
Tel.: 0295 78 795
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SIBFORD SALON OF BERUTY
Gautherns Barn, Sibford Gower, Oxon.0X15 SRY

ss00e

Tel.: 0295 78 Ba63
Our highly trained & qualified therapists
offer a full range of professional treat-
¢ ments & advice on all up to date techniques
+ in a pristire and hygenic salon situated in
? the grounds of a lovely country bouse. Please
E telephone for brochure, or appolntment.
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: KRANAL  ELECTRICAL :
E pomestic & Commercial E
3 Contractor b
E J. BURNS Telephone: o

L ]
: 0295 720728 3
EMilccmhc. Near Banbury. E
. .
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A : Art & Design JEMNIFER WEALSBY (0il, Watercolour, Pen & Ink) Grace Cottage, Bell's Lare,
Hook Norton, 0X15 SLT [Tel.: 0608 730401]

C :  Carpets RAY RANDERSON [Suppliers & Fitters of Contract & Dom. Carpets & Flooring)
Church Cottage, Avon Dassett, Leamington Spa, CV33 OAR. [Tel.: 0295 82721)

£ : Electrician JOHN BAKER [Domestic/Agricultural/Industrial] Tel.: Swalcliffe 409

P : Pluwbing & Heating DAVID BUTLER, Lilac Cottage, Upper Tadmarton, Nr. Banbury ;
[Tel.: Swalcliffe (0295 78) 668 ’ )

1 2 Tax! MICK CANNING {Private Hire - Local Area) 0ld Malt House, Sibford Ferris,

Banbury, OX15 SRG (Tel.:

vV : vehicle Repairs PHIL RUDGE ENGINEERING [also light fabrications] Walnut Tree Workshops,

0OF SERVICES

l‘ll.l‘l'lﬂlll'l..llllll“l!‘ll!l‘lllllll'ﬂl'

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Assistance with taxation and accounts
matters affecting both personal and
business affairs.

David & Hilary Maguire

Sunny Bank '
Sibford Ferris

Tel.: Swalcliffe (0295 78) 381
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THE PICTURE SHOP

OPEN NOW
[weekends onlyl
WATERCOLOURS -  PRINTS
EMBROIDERY - DRIED FLOWERS

PICTURE FRAMING
PORTRAITS AND HOUSE PORTRAITS
Any Commissions Takeo
Tel.: Swalcliffe (0295 78} 234
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A FENCING CRCCTICR
A. C. DYER

All sizes of fencing panels to fit your
requirements. Competitive pricecs.
Fitting on reguest. Also GARDEN
MACHINERY - Sales & Service.
For quality at the right price -
telephone 060884 608 whichford.
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swalcliffe (0295 78) 321)

St. Thomas St., Oeddington, Oxon 0X5 4SY [Tel.: 0869 38940].
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® %

: STATE RECISTERED CHIROPODIST §
: :
. CAROL CORDINGLEY °
: i
¢ Home visit by appointment k.
:. | :
s Tel.: BANBLRY [0295) 720862 . ¢
: i
: . =
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*

L]
i Electrical Repalrs & Installation E
® [ )
: ) <
$ Tel.: Swalcliffe [0295 78) 409 :
E [Quoting this advertisement] :
L L
® L
3 Domestic  Agricultural Industrial 3
s work undertaken promptly b4
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SIBFORD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW

Year after year our villages produce an astonishing variety and
guality of produce and artistic flower arrangements.

1980 was no exception - the morning, grey with drizzle, cheered up into
a dry, sunny and bright afternoon (as our box cameras used to record!)

The huge amount of planning and organisation was only too evident and
a sincere "Thank you"™ from all the villagers are due to our enthusiastic
committee.

Many well known 1local names were emblazaoned on Red, Blue and Yellow
tickets, and how wonderful to see whole families featured in the prizes.

Show Results

Sibford Rose Bowl - Mr. A. Newbold (45) Mr. R. Powell (45}
Albert Spicer Traphy - Mr. A. Newbold (45)

Society Cup - Mr. S.A. Lines

Mrs. F. Padbury Cup - Mr. R. Powell (24}

Dr. H. Taylor Cup - Mr. R. Powell

Village Cup - Dr. S. Heath (19)

Mrs. Padbury Rose Bowl - .Dr. S. Heath

Ted Webb Trophy - Mrs. E. Wimbush {(Picnic Basket])

John Sabin Cup - DOr. S. Heath :

Banbury Marquee Traophy - Mary Holliday (7)

Junior Cup - Robert Dean (10)

Keith Hicks Cup - Thomas Edmunds (10}

S.J. Sabin Cup - Georgia Berry (10} Peter Newbold (10)

mELCDME T0 SIBFORD

Simon and Jane Gilbert have moved into The Cottage, Sibford Ferris. Simon
and Jane have recently married (they previously lived in Swalcliffe).
Simon is a vet, working from the Hook Norton practice.

Jean and Bill Puddle and their son Cliff have moved into No. 3 Sycamore
Close, Sibford Gower, together with their 2 dogs and 3 cats. They have
come from the village of Ratley, near Edgehill.

Bill is retired and Jean likes to keep busy with various activities -

she enjoys all arts and crafts and is a keen musician. She plays the piano
and has been the Church organist for Hornton & Radway church for the past
28 years.

Dawn and Howard Tucker, who have moved into no. 10 Barley Close, Sibford
Gower. Howard originates from Devon and they lived in Bristol befaore
moving to Sibford.

Dawn works for Lex Service Training Centure in Banbury and Howard works for

Wessex Business Machines. They are both looking forward to joining in
the various activities in the village.
NEW BABY

Welcome to Rebecca Victoria G111l who was born on August 1st. Congratulations
to Mum and Dad - Andy and Loulse who live at Clematis Cottage, Sibford
Ferris. -

Andy is a potter at Whichford Pottery and Louise worked as a Dental
Receptionish in Chipping Norton but has now given up her job to look after
Rebecca. )

AUTUMN FAIR

fir. & Mrs. Michael Heald invite you & your friends to an AUTUMN FAIR at
The House on the Green, Cherington, Nr. Shipston, on Tuesday, October 2nd,
1990, 10.30 - 4.30 p.m. in aid of HORSES & PONIES IN NEED (Glenda Spooner
Trust).

Bottle Stall, Raffle, Food (to eat or take home for freezingl,
Teas and Coffee etc. Entrance - £1.00 (50p after 3 p.m.) :

1Q.



Memories of Fred, by his brother Sid Lines.

Fred Lines was born on 28 January 1904, being the second
son of Thomas W. Lines, who at that time was cowman for
Daniel Sabin at Home Farm, Sibford Ferris. He left school
at the age of 12 in 1916, and started worx at Temple Mills
for John Sabin at the grand sum of 4/6d a week, and had

10 do Sunday mornings as well. He didn't like the job very
much because he had to take John, the youngest son out in
the pram. It was said that one day he tipped tne pram over,
so he got out of tnat job!

At the age of 14 he went to work for Tat Taylor at Swalcliffe
Grange — soon to be joined by his brother Steve. Then Fred
started to drive the tractor - a wonderful job in those days,
though most of the work was still done with horses. He left
there to go to work with brother Tom at Nill Farm, Times

were very hard, so at the weekends Fred and Steve would go

to the golf links, and sometimes picked up more money in one
day than tney did for the wnole weex on the farm. At that
time of day, one had to meet the motors as tney came along
the drive and Jjump on the running board, saying "Caddy Sir?"

I think he then went to worxk for Joseph Lamb as cowman; this
was about 1925, He also had to shut up the chickens around

the farm, with hen houses at Draff pool, Field barn, and the
1ast one at Goodins. He was just starting to play in the Band
with my father who was the leading Cornet player, so they

were always practising out the bacx of the 1ittle cottage
where we used to live, now known as Little Thatch. Mr. Herbert
who was a teacher at the Friends School was very fond of Fred,
and he sold him his motor bike: it was a 1912 "OK" with direct
drive from the engine to the back wheel, by belt. The back
wheel was a Sturmer Archer 3-speed, with a built-in clutch
which was operated by foot. To start it, we had to put it

on the stand, prime the cylinder with petrol, put it into
gear, and rotate the back wheel. Once you got it going, you
had to press the foot clutch, then you were ready to go.

When Fred went out Banding with my Dad, he used to give me
a penny to shut up the hens. I was about 10 years old at
the time, and being a bit of a Rocker, unknown to Fred, I

o .



used to take the bike out of the cow shed where he xept it
when shutting up the chickens. Then Don Woolgrove and I used
to have great fun on it until it ran out of petrol; then we
had to push it back! When Fred found out about this, he used
to put a chain round the back wheel, so that finished our
great sport.

There weren't many Jjobs that he couldn't do, and mecle catching
was one of his jobs. He used to skin them and tack them on

a board until they were dry, then he would send them off to
some farm up north. That meant a bit extra cash for a pint

of petrol or a pack of Woodbines at 2d for 5! By the way,
petrol was only 10d a gallon, or éd for half a gallon. These
were called the "Good 01d Days", but my! they were very hard
indeed. Rooter, as Fred was called, could always catch a
rabbit, skin it and cure the sxin. A fresh rabbit was great
grub in those days!

About 1931, he bought an A.J.S. 350 cc motor-cycle for £5
wnich was a real goer...No more belt trouble because it had
a chain drive. In the early 30s he went to work for Harold
Stewart who worked the stone pit at Gibralter, and had come
to Sibford in the 20s. They had two steam wagons and his
partner was Mr Dix, so they were known as Stewart & Dix;
most of their work was hauling stone all round the country
for the Council.

Fred was a wide boy, always thinking of something new. He
never had much time for women, although he would have made
a good husband, but I'm sure he resented what we called
'petticoat rule.' He would be Fred, and do what he liked,
when he liked.

In the years of the depression, times were very hard. I can
still hear my mother say "Only one slice of bread and lard" -
home cured, of course ... meat from the pigs that we always
used to keep at the end of the garden. So you could say we
were brought up on fat bacon, spuds and broad beans.

&

The older Fred got, the more amusing he became, and had some
very queer sayings. People had a job to understand his talk.
With more traffic coming on the roads they had to be improved,
so Fred and a chap called Bert Breean turned to stone breaking.

oy o -



The stone was drawn from the pits and dumped on the side

of the road in 5 ton loads. I'm not sure, but I think when
they first started, they got 6d a ton! They made good money
at it, but they just couldn't pass a pub, so when they conld
they really lived it up (of course, no woman trouble). They
were both single and pleased themselves.

Fred was a great believer in Hookx Norton beer, and it didn't
matter what pub you went to in a radius of 20 miles, they
all knew Rooter and Bert. Banding was nis love - or it might
have been the free beer that the band always had. When war
broke out in 1939, Fred went to work at Brimbo Iron Stone.
Then when he was about 44 he was transferred to the G.W.E.
to keep the lines open when and where they were bembed.After
the war he worked for the Council as the sewerage attendent
at Sibford, and later at Milcombe and also Hoox Norton. He
retired at 65 and then worked at the Friends Schocl as a
cleaner, which ne did for ten years and really enjoyed.After
that he dic all xinds of jobs so long as there was a drop

of beer and a few pounds in it, and he did so right up to
tne last year of his life. Every fortnight he used to have
two dozen Hook ales, whicih he said xept him going.

He still hed an all-groups Driving licence which is valid
till 1991. Where he got the name Rocoter from I do not know,
but Boy! could he tell a good tzale.

Brolher Bid.
CEOEEEAEEeEieiRtere@e
MUMS AND TODDLERS

On 11 July we held a Summer Lunch at
Sunnybank, Sibford Ferris. It was perfect
weather: I was very relieved not to be
entertaining all those food-trampling
toddlers indoors. - |
We have continued to meet during the holidays at the school
or at Hilary's when the school was unavailable. Meetings will
continue in September from 10.30 till 12.00 on Wednesdays,
new members are always welcome.
On Wednesday 26th September we are having a 'Brunch' at
Marilyn's house, This will replace the usual morning session
and will start at 11.30. Please let Marilyn know if you can
come(on Swal 8337). Marilyn also has lots of good suggestions
for suitable food to bring. : Hilary Maguire

L (Swa 381)




SIBFORD FRIENDSHIP CLUB

I would like to thank everyone who came to the Coffee
Evening on July 30th, to those people who donated
raffle prizes, also to those who brought things to sell.
The sum raised was around £53, in aid of Sibford Friend-
ship Club.

Alice Fowler.

Club Notes for September, 1990:

Wednesday, Sept. 5th: Trip to Gloucester Docks and
Waterways Museum starting 12 noon back by 6.0 p.m.
Please contact Miss Bennett on Swalcliffe 235.

Tuesday, Sept. 18th: Tea at Handywater Farm by kind
invitation of Mr. & Mrs. Colquhoun at 2.320 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 2nd: Tea at Oriel College, Oxford.

A.E.B.

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The next meeting is on SEPTEMBER 12th, when the Judges
from this year's Show have kindly agreed to return to
give advice and assistance for next year.

GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK .

As part of our G.C.S.E. geography fieldwork we will be
conducting a simple questionnaire survey for a sample of
residents in the village. I hope this will cause you

little or no inconvenience and I am grateful for your
co -operation.

Brian Holliday.

e — pa— — -_— —

ASSISTANT SUPERVISOR required for
SIBFORD PLAYGROUP.
Ring Liz for details. Swa 8324.
J14= T LA . B




SIBFORD GOWER TOWN ESTATES CHARITY page 15
FREE BUS SERVICE FOR RESIDENTS OF SIBFORD GOWER AND BURDROP

SCHEDULE
Departure Time Return Time
Wednesday September 5 Chipping Norton 11.00 13.'00
Friday September 14  Banbury 10.'00 12./00
Wednesday September 19 = Chipping Norton 11./00 13J00-
Friday September 28  Banbury 10.'00 | 12.'00
Wednesday October 3 Chipping Norton 11.'00 13.'00
The pick-up points are:-
Banbury Bus - Chipping Norton Bus
Village Hall Village Hall O AT o R e
Cross Roads . High Meadow .
High Meadow Cross Roads
The Colony

NEW VENTURE SCOUT UNIT FOR THE SIBFORDS ARD SURROUNDING VILLAGES

1st the Sibfords Scout Group 1s about to achleve 1t's ambition of forming a fourth
tralning section - Venture Scouts. The Group already has strong Beaver, Cub Scout
and Scout sections, and for some time has been looking for leaders to start a senior
training section for young people between the ages of fifteen and a half and twenty
years.

Colin Akers, who for some months has been helping with the Scouts, has agreed to take
out a warrant as Venture Scout Leader., We already have a number of young people,
between the ages of fifteen and a half and twenty who have expressed an interest.
Venture Scouts is still Unique in the Scout and Guide Movement as belng the only
section that 1s made up of young people from both sexes.

The First formal meeting will take place on Friday 14 September at 8pm at a venue yet
to be agreed. Anyone between the ages mentioned who has an interest in the Scout
movement and the activities it offers will be very welcome to come along.

Further information can be obtained from Keith Hicks on Swal.' 259.

WATCH OUT FOR A "HOST OF GOLDEN DAFFODILS" NEXT SPRING

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are about to embark on a major fund raising campaign, part
of which involves selling bags of 100 Daffodil bulbs at £4./99.! The bulbs are top
quality and come from Lingarden, the world's largest bulb growing organisation.

Help brighten up your garden and our coffers. We plan to put in a bulk order in the
middle of September.

Details and order forms from any uniform member, committee member or Keith Hieks on
Swal. 259

THANK YOU BROWNIES

- for your hard work in making a wonderful collection on behalf of DR BARNADO'S ’Eﬁ
CHILDREN HOMES. &Ly
Thank you too to all the kind people who supported them so generously. :

The total collection was £115.'19




CHURCH SERVICES

Society of Friends : Sunday at 10.30am
Methodist Sunday at liam
! K Roman Catholic Mass Hook Norton Sunday at llam
2 Brailes Sunday at 11.30am
Baptist Church Hook Norton Sunday at 10.30am
Church of England Holy Trinity Sibford Gower September Services
September 2nd B.00am Holy Communion
9th 10.00am Holy Communion
16th 10.00am Family Service
23rd 10.00am Holy Communion 6.00pm Harvest Festival
30th 10.00am - United Service at Swalcliffe
6.00pm Harvest Festival at Epwell
WEEKLY EVENTS -
Youth Club Village Hall Monday 7-9.30pm
Swimming Club Friends School Monday & Wednesday 6-7pm

Friday 5-6pm (Toddlers)
Friday 6-7.30 (Adults)

Senior Citizens LUnches Primary School Tuesday - phone 690
Brownies Village Hall Tuesday 5.15-6.45pm

Folk Dancing Village Hall Tuesday B8pm

Badminton Village Hall Wednesday 8pm

Guides Village Hall Thursday 7pm

Beavers Village Hall Friday 4.30-5.45pm

Cub Scouts Village Hall Friday 6pm

Scouts Village Hall Friday following cubs
Playgroup Village Hall Mon, Wed, Fri (term time)

9.30-12 noon
Mums & Toddlers Friends School

(Orchard Close} Wednesday 10.30-12.00
Tennis Courts open to

Sibford Sports Club Friends Schocol Mon-Sat 6-7.30pm
Sunday 10.00-12.30

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER

lst Scout Paper Collection
5th Friendship Club visit to Gloucester
11th W.I. Make-up demonstration
11th Sibford Ferris Parish Council meeting
12th Horticultural meeting - How to improve your exhibits
10/17th Youth Club as usual
18th Friendship Club Tea at Handywater Farm
October 2nd Friendship Club Tea at Criel College

SIBFORD SCENE
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