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WHAT A T.OAD OF RUBBISH!

As part of an envirommental survey some second year Warriner pupils
were asked fto survey a local site and note the changes in the amount of
litter over several consecutive days. I chose the area around the sign-
post at the crossroads in the centre of Sibford Gower. It is an area that
often looks untidy because it is used as a meeting place and buses stop
there to allow passengers to get on and off.

Day 1 2 > 4
: : e s .
Weather snow wet calm slight
cover wind
Type of Rubbish e e emsEEound on site
Drink cans 1L 2 2 P
Broken glass 1 2 2 3
Sweet wrappers 2 4 5 5
Cigarette ends/packets 0 0 2 4
Newspaper i il i I
Plastic carrier bags 2 2 3 5]
Food wrappers 2 2 2 2
Paper rubbish, e.g. tickets 1 1L 2 3
Eousehold. debris 2 3 3 3
Whole glass bottles 0 1 i il
Animal excretion 0 3 3 4
Total items found e 21 26 3
The amount of litter increased from 12 to 31 items in 2 days. The
percentage increase was 158%! Perhaps we all need to be a bit more
careful about what we drop on- the ground or soon we will be knee deep in

I btier s

Ashley Hicks
Warriner School




DATES FOR _YOUR DIARY

1) Tadmarton W.I. Plant Sale and Spring Fayre.
2.30 p.m. Saturday May 14th at the Village Hall,

/2) Tadmarton Fete and Antiques Roadshow

2.30 p.m. Saturday July i(ih at the Manor.

FORD FERRLIS, PARTSH. GOUNCIL -+, .

i The Annual Parish Meeting for the electors of Sibford Ferris will take
~ .place on Monday 9th May 1583 in room 23 of the Friend's School at
8.00 p,t;"-Anyﬁelector,hgi g-items which he/she would like to be put
on the agenda Tor this meeting should glve such items fo the Clerk to
the Parish Council (Tony Skeath, Nansen House) by Mon. 25th Ay
The Agenda for the meeving will be displayed on or before Wed. 27th
April,

5 The Brish Council of Sibford Ferris has been asked Go bring Go bhe
public's attention the hazardous situation rellatanig To. e iice of
Holly House drive. The bends on the drive, coupled with its' constant
use by traffic make this ares very dangerous for use by pedestrians,
espec¢ially children. It should also be noted that this driveway is a
private road and therefore-use is entirely at the individual's risk.
The children at the Friend's Schaool are not allowed.fto use the drive
because-of the denger and it is hoped that other pedestrian-use may be
strongly discouraged.
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o T S R HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The meeting .on April I3th at 8 p.m: in thHé Village Hall will be
addressed by Mr., W. Holland of Brailes who will give an illustrated talk
on "History in Gardenst.

On Sunday May lst an "Open Gardens” afterncon has been arraﬁged. The
following gardens will be open for anyone to visit in the afternoon between
2.30 and .50 p.m. :

i Carriers Cottage, Burdrop - Mr, and Mrs. Coxon
2 The Court House, Sibford GCower - Mr. and Mrs. Warwicker
iy Temple Close, Sibford Gower - Mr. and Mrs. Jones

Tea and biscuits will be available at The Court House and there will
Feta sa el Einil anits Anyone with plants to spare is asked to contact a
committee member, or bring them along on the day.

Annvudl Bay Qub Leaflets describing the proposed coach trip to Barnsley

Park Garden and Miserden Park on Saturday June 4th are available from the
Secretary (M. Bristow Swa. 533). We hope to fill the coach this year. Only
£5 for the whole trip, :

SWIMMING CIUB

The Club is open-%o-all Families living in Sibford. Sessions are om
Wondays and Wednesdays 6 ~ 7 p.m. at the Friends School Swimming Pool. A
Rota of adults operates to supervise children.

We hope to arrange swimming sessions throughout the holidays too.
Details from Carole Moir 8241,

Tennis Courts will also be available after BEaster for members' use.
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4 ILITTLE PIECE OF ENGIAND FROM A CUTTING 65 YEARS AGO
Y SIBFORN SCEVE
THE SIBFORD ROSES Araie. 19¥FC:

SPITLED WINE OF THE GODS =

The other Sabbath evening in Sibford Gower, where the meadows of
Cxford county caress the pastures of Warwickshire, I found the roses
clinging to the thatched roofs. The spilled wine of the gods stained
the stone walls of every garden on which the eye did rest. I have been
many timeg to Stratford-on-Aveon and I have traced out anew, by footstep as
well as fancy, the borders of the beloved Forest of Arden. Every line of
leafy Warwick I thought I knew as perfectly as a singer cons his song. <L
wWas mistaken. O0n bhe fringe lof the two counties is @ little poem — not a
village but a poem - and its name is Sibford Gower. I love England as a
bridegroom loveth the bride. If I were a star locking down at eventide
upen the English earth beneath and the hughed honeysuckled villages enfolded
there, I sometimes think T should not know which to choose for perfectness
of culet beauty. But among the first six would be the village I have named
above; and, as Mr. Birrell sorrowfully laments concerning a certain book
which he did not read until the middle years, I am sad that more than forty
Junes of my short life have come and gone: before I have seen Sibford Gower.
Stratford is beautiful, but Sibford Gower is exquisite, an unblemished gem
of blossoming loveliness. It is England in excelsis.

Perhaps I do unwisely to| write this eager word of praise. The word
may kindle a pilgrimage, and a crowd of hurrying travellers might steal the
S e 55 SRreen Sihes Sahfiord s S wniddis b alce Sbhie S gl S o S a fiperl a ISt he i chl
and gentle charm of Sibford Gower must in a moment sip- the polson and passion
of haste from the traveller!s blood. " Ten thousand roses with ruby lips will
whisper: Stay! And one must|obey the dnstinets. of the,gods. Only by
spilling the casket can the:joys be shared, and only by singing his song can
the singer feel within himself the theme's deep thrill. : ;

A1l England should know of Sibford Gower, this piece of living
Shakespeare. I give thanks te my ffiénd, Mr. Frank Lascalles, the laster-
in-Chief of the Pageant of Dmpire now being staged in the Stadium at Wembley.
He it was who allured me %o his dwelling-place to keep the festival of roses.
If, £ theught, as we walked together amid the glories ef his gardens, if by
a miracle we could transport this old-time manor house to Wembley, not a
visitor from over the seas but would bow down before the benediction of it
and feel in his blood the sacrament of June. Mr. Lascelles, in the phrase
of the late Mr. W.T. Stead, is the Orpheus of England. More than any other
man he, in pageant-form recalls te our hearts and minds the beauty of the
buried centuries. He is wine+bearer to the mortals. From the cellars of the
past he brings forth the winerthoughts of the vine-yards which are no more.
Now I know the sccret of his passionate evangel. Who could live in the
choicest bit of old England and move among ghosts and dreams and inspirations
numberless and keep his harp unstrung?

(From an article by Sydney Walton in The Yorkshire Evening News).

SIBFORD GOWER ANNUAL PARTSH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting of Sibford Gower will be held in thé'Village

D

Hall 2t 8p.m, on BEriday 22nd|Apzal, 1988,

This is the annual opportunity for residents of the Gower and Burdrop
to hear reports on matters which the Parish Counecil has considered.on :
their behalf during the past year and to make their voices heard on matters
which they feel are important]| so please come! ‘




SIBPORD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
PROGRAMIE FOR 1988

JANUARY No meeting
REBRUARY No meeting-
MARCH 9th | Mr. D.® Hatchet® * Tips on how to present your flowers,
Mrs, H.M. Plowmz; Erlit . vegetables and cockery @ temss on
; Show Day.
APRTL 13%h Mr, W. Holland 'Discovering history in gardens!
MAY “Bst 4 Open Gardens in At least three gardens will be open
Sibford fromE2e 3@ AL 30NN
1) Temple Close (Mr. and Mrs. B. Jones)
2) The Court House (Mr. and Mrs. G.
=y Warwicker
3) Carrier's Cottage (Mr. and Mrs., N. Coxon)
Tea & bisecuits available at The Court House,
MAY 11th Mrs, R,.Cropley Flower arranging demonstration, with
’ particular reference to Flower Shows.
JUNE 4th Day's Outing *a.m. Barmsley House Garden (4 miles
: Qirencester)
p.m. Miserden House Gardens & Nurseries
JULY 20th Bvening visit Blenheim Palace Gardens 7.30 p.m,

Leave Sibford in cars 6. 45 p.m.

AUGUST 20th Annual Show

SEPTEMBER 14th Miss M. Spiller Growing herbaceous plants and
(from Waterperry) delphiniums
OCTOBER 12th NG, Followed by slides and talk =

e and Mesh L ary o

NOVEMBER 9th  Mr. J.D. Hirons 'An Island called Danger!

i ms 2 (colleague of Dr. David Bellamy)

DECEMBER 14th Mr, 7. Bryce Slides and Music - Ireland
Soclal Evening -

o Details to be circulated at March mecting

v
i3

Bring something to be judged, if you have it.

NORTI OXQN CONSERVATTIVE ASSOCTATION SIBFORD AND EPWELL BRANCH

A nete for your diaries. The Branch Summer Party and Charity Auetion
(half of .the proceeds will be donated to the Katherine House Hospice Appeal)
will be held on 14th May at Gautherns Barn, Sibford Gower ( the home of Lord
and Lady May).

A1l are welcome whether you support the branch or not. The event will
gtart at 6.30 p.m. with a smoked salmon and champagne reception, followed
by the amction at about 7.30 p.m; it will probably finish at about 9 p.m.
The aim of the event is to have an enjovable, fun evening and to make a
contribution to a worthwhile local charity. Further details to follow.

Tickets at £5 per person can be‘pbtained from Mr. Monty Pearlman at
Burdrop House, Burdrop (Tel: Swa. 8162) and will also be available 'at
the door on the night'. However, early bookings/notification would be
appreciated to obtain an idea of numbers.

=i



SIBFORD W.TI. o i G e

Mrs. Davenport from Upper Rollright came to the March meeting to give
an engrossing talk on the Fostering of children. The warmth and humour of
her personality made it a memorable occasicn. She talked of the pitfalls
and blessings of fostering and answered many guestions on the role of the
foster parent, the Social Services, Adoption and inadequate parents, and
listening to her was time well spent.

A Bring and Buy Stall raised nearly £20 for funds.,

The competition for Best Baby photo was won by Mrs. Hutchinson, second
Mrs. Conway, and teas were served by Mrs. Baggaley and Mrs. Grasby.

The April meeting will take place on the 12th of the month at 2 p.m.
in the Village Hall. The Speaker will be Mrs. Carlisle on the subject of
"Sewing and Design®. et &

A competition for "A silky scarf will take place.

SWIMMING CIUB e

Sessions at the Friends School Pool will restart on March Tth. All
new comers to the village are very welcome to join the Club. Our sessions
are Monday and Wednesday 6 - 7 p.m. and Toddlers Group Pridays 4 - 5 p.m.

We are in URGENT need of more helpers to go on the supervision rota.
Please telephone me if you can help.

Cafole_@oir, Swa. 8241

FRIENDSHTIP CLUB NOTES FOR APRIL

Tuesday April 5th. 2 p.m. in the Village Hall. Annual Meeting.
Election of Committee, followed by Tea.

Wed. April 20th Mystery Trip 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. All Welcome. please
' 1 contact Mrs. Webb, 4 High Meadow, Tel. 8211.

Tuesday May 3rd. at 2 p.m. at The Friends School in the the Main
Hall. Musical Afternoon followed by fea.

WAL N D
for
Garters or Violin Strings

Large, nay, very large, white pussycat, with black tail, grey/ black
splodges and collar, suspected of thieving bird-nut cages. Please
would owner of afore-mentioned culprit ask it where these are, or
send it back to collect tops, left behind!il!

Dog Lover.

“ THANK YOU.
A big Thank You from the Salvation Army to those who gave so
generously and to the willing team of collectors. Over £70

was*raiséd'in the Sibfords.




‘Tetters to the Rditor

Dear BEditor, _

‘May I please have a space in the Sibford Scene to express my
feelings to say how sad I am that you have to be a newcomer to
Sibford to be noticed - never a mention of the sick or aged in the
village who have lived herc all their lives.

Algo the church-yard saddens me with people too-lazy to take
dead flowers home, instead of dumping them in a heap in the church—
yard. It all helps if people could be tidy.

4 -SIBFORDIAN

NATURE NOTES

Teb, 21st Pound a dead fox. Why it died is puzzling. It was in good
condition with a healthy looking coat. The only .blemish was a section of
skin torn from the middle of its brush.

Mar 1lst. Flushed five snipe as I walked past a marshy patch of ground
this morning. : = ! :
Mar. ‘7Tth" ° _A"toad tumbled into the hole that we were digging to plant a
tree today. It seemed to come from some loose soil in the side of the
hole some si%:or eight inches below ground level, “ I did not reqli se s thot
the common: ftoad could dig itself into the ground like this, although I ;
believe the natterjack toads dig burrows in sand-dunes.

Mar Sth “Phe chaffinch sings on the orchard bough®”, and three more
weeks to April. i

Mar., 14th Still masses of birds. enjoying the food we put out. The great-
spotted woodpecker was conspicuous by its absence in -the early winter, but
a female now-domes regularly to ‘the suet and peanuts. 'Starlings-that, ]
last autumn, could only get fat from a coconut shell by fluttering up for
2 peck ‘and .-fallidg back again, now perch easily on it and eat thiei® fiids
One hag even learnt to cling to. the nut container like a it

WELCOME TO THE SIBFORDS

Linda Denwood and Mark Freeman moved into "Haven Cottage”, Sibford
Ferris on Christmas Eve, on the same night Mark proposed. They hope to
marry in the village early in September.

Linda, a home economist, works in ibingdon for a German domestic
appliance and kitchen manufacturer, Miele" ; Mark previously a self
employed cabinet maker, specialising in antigue restoration, is now also-
working for 'Miele' as a kitchen installer. :

Linda, originally a Norfherner, has been living locally in South.
Newington for the past ten years. Mark has been born and bred 9n Stratford-
upon-Avon,

SIBEORD: BROWNIES

This month we say goodbye to 3 of our. older brownies. Vikki Abbott and
Susic Deunett who are both moving on to Giides and Caroline Crossley who is
leaving :the area to: live in Devon. We wish you well in Devon Carolime and
hope you - enjoy your new school. :We do hope Vikki and Susie will enjoy being
in Guides: We have certainly enjoyed having them in Brownies. Vikki has
been a member of Sibford Brownies for a very long' time and it will seem
Strange withowt hep ‘7ot ..

i i-.
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A.T. SUPERGLEAN TR RALPH G, HOGETHNS

Banbury's Main Carpet . ; JEEe s Moy
aﬁd Upholstery Cleaners ] Regular supplies of Sclid Fuelé
CARPETS CLEANED: £15 a Roon Pine Logs
3-PIEGE SUTTT igg flole House Somerset Sedge Beah
T Sigas Bottled Gas for your
DISTANCE N0 OBJECT ' heating and cooking
Tel: Banbury (0295) 61144 : No Charge for Delivery
Day or Evening T RO o o
DAVID LAMB DECOR SERVICE
TNSURANCE CONSULTANT : CONTACT
F FRTENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE ] 1 B R (G HEE @SR
AND ‘ your local
COMPETITIVE RATES A ] PATNTRER
ON ATL TYPES OF INSURANCE - and DECORATOR
SWALCLIFRE 357 SWATLCLITRE 658

EVENINGS ONLY

SIBFORD VILLAGE STORES HOME HATR AND BEAUTY
High Quality Grocers & Greengrocery CUT AND BLOW DRIES, HICH LICHTS
Wines & Spirits. Small Toys ; PERMS, PACTALS
WrappiﬁgﬁPaper,Wide range of Accord MEN'S HATR STYT NG
Cards. Video Film Rental LOW LIGHTS, CHILDREN'S CUTS
Coockie Coach Cakes & Biscuits - MAKE~UP (BRIDE'S SPECTALS )
Ring in your order (795) for i MGG U M0 R B
FREE DELIVERY , Tel: Marilyn after 6 pm,

Swa. 8337

_.FRESH FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

KT K FR KW P KB N

; Baskets . Posies Bouqueté etco
ALS0:  Funeral Tributes. Selection of flowers available for sale

Gillian Brockes. The Potting Shed, 'Sunrise', Swalcliffe,

Tel: Swa. 295




SIBPORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL

LITTER BLIT7Z 1988

I Some of you will remember that in recent years Oxfordshire County
Council has sponsored z self-help scheme of litter clearance throughout
the county. They provide empty sacks .and arrange to collect filled
sacks from the villages.  This scheme has been very successful in providing
a spring tidy-up and this year has been extended from a weekend to a full
week. The faithful few who helped the Parish Council with their organised
"Womble™ will clearly remember what aﬁdrenching business it was - surely
the wettest Saturday in the year! :

¢ This year we have ordered MORE sacks. We hope that the extra time
will mean that more pecople will be wililins"to helpy either by taking part
in ‘the Womble or by collecting empby sacks to clear their own local patech
sonjetime during that weck, :

i

DEDATLS: 0CC Litter Blitz:-  16th-24th April 1988,
e " Organised 'Womble! '.Suﬁﬁay 17th April (weather permitting)
] Meet Village Hall 3 p.m,

Sacks available from: Mrs§ M. Hicks, Pentangle, Barley Close.

{ !

; The village youth organisations have been especially asked for their
help but please let this be a real community effort. Do remember to wear
thi¢k gloves. }

f :

St ] i 3 :

i If the weather is too wet on Sunday 17th April, we will postpone the
tidy-up until Saturday 23rd April, same time, same place.

1
5

. Filled sacks, securely tied, may be left to await 0CC collewtion on
the werges at the village Cross Roads ih the Gower or along Acre Ditch
on the opposite side of the road by the! entrance. to.Miss King's ficld.

:
LowG CRENDOW HYSTERY PIAYS 1988

e

‘Performances of five plays foom the 14th century York Mystery Cycle
Will be given at Long Crendon Chureh.

Wednesday 28t h Norid
Thursday 28th Anvk
Friday Sl A peih
Saturday S0 S

The plays will commence at 8.15 p.u, Please be in your seats by 8 bp.m.

i
DETATLS FROIL THE EDITOR

z HEDGE, VERGE & GRASS CUTTING : COTSWOLD CARS
'5 DRY STONE WALLING ' PRIVATE HIRE TAXT
E N. G, PLUMRIDGE POLITE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
: SWATCLIFFE 8346 | FOR ALL YOUR
11 for competitive prices - LONG OR SHORT JOURNEYS
: & professional results 4 ‘RING: SWALCLIFFE 676




A Simple Answer to an Understandable Quastion

Somewhere in -tlie confines of this month's Sibford Scene lies a
lament that only newcomers to the district receive a méntion under the
heading "Welcome to Sibford¥.

The reason is that dear Sue Colgquhoun has taken it upon herself, as
a neighbourly gesture and contribution %o village life, to welcome
newcomers with both A visit and the gift.of a small booklet she has
prepared. Deing Sue she follows up this warm hearted act by a simple
report she prepares for the Sibford Scene.

NOW. 1Is there no one whose conscience is pricked by "A Sibfordian”
te do likewise for the sick - the anxious - the old - the lonely? (Meybe
the "Sibfordian” his/herself?)

There are most probably many already doing similar friendly acts
who could share their anxiety with all by a follow up piece in the
Sibford Scene.

La requested many times before, the Editor is only too aware that
this sort of warmth is sadly missing from the publication.,

PLEASE - Pl PLEASE ~ Tespond with regular
neighbourly contributions.

LEO CIUB

A small group met on 22nd March at The Court House for a Malke-up
demonstration by Sara Watts, Beautician from Swalcliffe. Helen Soden
was ‘'made up" and a most intercsting and enjoyable evening was had by all.

Leo will meet next month on Tuesday 19th ipril at 8 p.m. at The
Court House, Sibford Gower when a fresh flower demonstration will be
. given by The Flower Shop, Banbury.

PLANO WANTED o TR (G IR an Ty
Do you have a piano you never - Unwanted furniture
use which you'd like to go to Bric=a-brac, gifts

a good home? TI'd like to buy® .
I 5 D\jn .

one in playable conditilon at b

a sensible price, and I can _ ANBURY SEA CADETS

arrense collection.:

for free collection,phone:

Please call Alexis Agnew - Banbury: 55454, 720523, 54158

daytime Oxford (0865) 713603

or evenings, Swa. 8260 1 ltems reguired by end of April
RER S AEH: ; Boys Raleigh Commande bicycle

3 speed and suitable for

6 - 10 year old. Good Condition - £20.

Contact: 10 Barley Close, Swal. 259. -




CHURCI SERVICES

Society of-ﬁriendéh ) TR o : ' Sundays at 10,30 a.m.

Methodist ; Sundays at 11 a.m.

Roman Catholic Mass " Hook Norton  Sunday . at 11 a.m,
Brgitlcs Sunday at 11.30: a.m.

Holy Trinity

April. lst Good Friday 8 a.m. ; Matins'and.Litany
A _ ) T et Evening Service
April 2nd/3rd EASTER 11 p.m.(2nd)Midnight Bucharist
8 a.n. Holy Comuunion
L i Family Communion

April 10th 1@ e, Service at Dpwell
s A ST 4.0 e T, liatins and Holy Communion
April 24th : 10 a.m, Service at Swalecliffe

WEEKLY BEVENTS
Drama Club Village Hall Monday & Wednesday 3.15 - 6 p.m.
Swimming Club Friends School Monday & Wednesday 6 - 7 p.m.

FPriday 4 - 5 p.m. (Toddlers)

I'olk Dancing Village Hall Tuesday 8 p.n,
Badminton Village Hall Wednesday 8 p.m,
Brovmies Village Hall Thursdsay 5,05 ~ 6.45 1om.
Guides Village Hall - Thursday 7 p.n.
Cub Scouts Village Hall - Briiday 6 pem.
Scouts Village Hall Friday following Cubs
Playgroup Village Hall - 9,30 daily except Tuesday (Term time)
Mums & Toddlers Friends School 10 - 12 noon Wednesday (term time)

APRTT: CALENDAR
April Znd Paper Collection
hpwil St Friendship Club, Annual Meeting, 2 p.m. Village Hall.
April - E2+th sibford W.I. 2 p.m. Village Hall. Sewing & Design.: -
Aneeatd s Al el Horticultural Society, 8 p.m. Village Hall.
Apeil S HEHh Start of Litter Blitz week
< pasdtls S Orgenised 'Womble' 3 p.m. Village Hall .
Aprede U ~Leo Club, 8 p.m., The Court House. Flower Demonstration.
Asoneat i = 2005 Friendship Club, Mystery Trip. 1 p.m.
Afpaen il Aoy - Sibford Gower annual Parish Meeting, 8 p.m. Village Hall.
May lughs der - SR S e T e ~ Open Gardens Afternoon 2.30 - 4.30 p.m.
May.- 3wod Briendship Clab, 2. p.m. Friends School. Musical afternoon.

SIBFORD SCENE
GREY @ The Editor, Barry Davies, Stonecutters Gottagct_Bqnds_Eﬁd Lane,

e o ‘ Sibford Gower. Tel: Swa. 291
Azst. Editor Vivienne Scouse
Printer - Timothy Wimbush

Costs of advertising small = 50p. large = £1. larger still - ask Editor.

COPY FOR MAY TSSUE TO THE EDITOR BY 20TH APRIL jelleEmEy




