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FILM NIGHT

25th - "Judy" - Village Hall - 730pm

SIBFORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL

11th March - Open meeting - 730 pm ITC Suite, Sibford Primary
School

The Sibford Players are at it again........ "Garlic & Lavender"

SIBFORDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

19th March - Talk (Cathy Stoertz) - Village Hall - 8pm

LENT LUNCH
24th - Wyatt's Close - 1230pm
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GREEN SCENE

So - instead of buying a plastic container of milk from the supermarket, why
not try these guys? Just rock up with your empty glass milk bottle (if you
haven't got one, you can buy them at the farm), place it in the unit. It is then
washed and sterilised and after you insert £1 for a litre of milk, it fills the
bottle with delicious fresh milk, that comes straight from the cows you can see
in the field behind!

North Cotswolds Dairy Co
Butlers Road Farm, Butlers Road, Long Compton, Shipston-On-

Stour, CV36 5LQ.

07812650968



3

Thought for the month:

"Follow my lead, oh, how I need

Someone to watch over me"

George Gershwin

LETTERS AND NOTICES

ED's THOUGHTS

Ok - lots to see this month. Green Scene on page 2, Garlic & Lavender Review
on page 9. Planting trees on page 5 and don't forget "Not So Great Taste" on
page 18

Let's hope that the storms are all over and we can look forward to Spring!!!!

Garlic and Lavender

A big thank you to everyone who came to support the Sibford Players latest

show 'Garlic & Lavender' it is always so heartening that so many people in the

village want to come and watch.

It is a great group to be part of so supportive and silly. We started rehearsals

in September but for the first month we just play games, dance around & sing

a bit. Laughing is a great way of bonding and I have to say Anne Spackman

has the best laugh ever. I am so proud of everyone's performance in the play,

every year confidence grows and performances get stronger. The whole cast

worked really hard to learn their lines and make their characters fun.

We have had so much positive feedback but of the best comments I had was

'It's so fun to watch because everyone looks like they are having such a good

time'
Kat Davison
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YOGA

Sibford Village Hall

New Beginners class Thursdays 9 – 10am

Traditional Yoga Fridays 9 – 10am

Chair Yoga Fridays 10.15 – 11am

Any enquiries to juliette53@btinternet.com

VIOLIN/PIANO LESSONS

Rachel Bunn LRAM
Royal Academy of Music, London

Freelance violinist and experienced teacher
based in Swalcliffe

Any age, from complete beginners to late starters!
(adult learners welcome - It’s never too late!)

Additional help with aural, theory of music, score reading for singers etc.

Lessons during term time and school holidays
daytime and evenings

Enquiries: 07766 685 341

rachelbunnviolin@gmail.com

mailto:rachelbunnviolin@gmail.com


LETTERS AND NOTICES

PLANT A TREE

I have spoken to several groups in the village about tree-planting

In view of the large amount of information that has highlighted the fate of the
planet and climate change and how one of the ways we can help is to
encourage the Government to plant trees, I believe it is upon us to do our ‘bit’
in planting trees. To this end I wondered how fellow villagers felt about the
two villages getting together to try to plants trees or hedgerows. There are
grants that we could apply for or individuals could sponsor a tree(s).

If anyone is interested in this thought, do you have any ideas where there is
land we could plant them, is there room in your garden to plant a tree? The
Village Hall Committee is interested in the project and the Primary School are
also discussing the possibility. Perhaps The Millennium Field?

The Woodland Trust is a useful web page to look at to see what saplings are
available and the prices. It must be the right tree in the right place.

I would welcome anyone’s thoughts on this proposal and help with moving it
forward.

I do believe we owe it to our children and grandchildren to do something
positive. Pam Ascott ascott305@icloud.com
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Adult Tap Class.
Sibford Village Hall, Tuesday nights 7pm-8pm.

If interested please contact Denise Cook via email:
denisemcook04@gmail.com or text

07566210187 or just come along and join us.

mailto:ascott305@icloud.com
mailto:denisemcook04@gmail.com


PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc

Mat & Studio Master Teacher offers
bespoke one to one and
duet sessions training on

Specialised Pilates equipment
Reformers, chairs, barrels & Cadillac

plus small group mat classes

For all levels
From beginners to advanced

T: 01295 780279
Mobile: 07905 953300

Email: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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mailto:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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MOROCCAN FEAST

Pop-up Moroccan Feast on Saturday 18th April at 730pm
In the Village Hall

3 delicious courses and other bits ( nibbles, salads, bread)

£30 per head - BYOB

In Memory of David Tarring

All proceeds go to the Brain Tumour Charity

If anyone would like to book for the feast, please

email me at: sibfordscene@gmail.com

It's going to be a great night with lots of fun,

conviviality and delicious food!!



VILLAGE HALL NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS
The winning Team for the Annual Quiz was `The Potting Shed` Well done
for retaining your title.
A very pleasant evening was enjoyed, so many thanks to all the helpers
and to Adam and Simon for being Quizmasters again.

BOOK SWAP CAFE
This will be held on the first Saturday of each month from 10am until 12
midday, in the small hall.
You are welcome to borrow books and to donate some of your own for
others to enjoy.
We have a good selection to choose from already.
Come and sit a whilst and have a chat as you browse.
Tea / coffee and biscuits available for a small charge.

EASTER EGG TRAIL
On Good Friday , April 10th, 2020 from 2pm until 4pm you are welcome
to take on the Easter Trail.
Starting from the Village Hall there will be a route for smaller
children and buggies , and one more challenging .
A Chocolate egg for all participants who enter. Afternoon teas available
in the small hall.

MUSIC EVENT ON THE FIELD
On July11th 2020 we will host an outdoor music event , so you can bring
a picnic and chair and enjoy a summer evening.
More details next month ,but put the date in your diary.

BRIDGE DRIVE
This is being planned for late September or early October .

VOLUNTEERS
We are always on the lookout for helpful people to join in when we have
events on.
There is a need to introduce a younger range of people to look after the
Village Hall.
Some of us are nearing our `Sell by date` and we want to know that the
wonderful things happening at the Village Hall will continue in the future.
The Hall does not look after itself and relies on a stalwart few to
ensure that it remains a pleasant ,safe and attractive environment.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
continued....

CAR PARK
We hope that the car park resurfacing will be carried out during August
when the Village Hall is fairly quiet.

CONTACT AND INFORMATION
To book the hall please contact Ginny via thesibfords.org website or
E-mail ginnybennett@googlemail.com

FILM NIGHT

The film for Wednesday March 25th is "Judy".

It is 1968 and Judy Garland arrives in London to perform a sold-out concert
run. Her dreams of love seem undimmed as she embarks on a whirlwind
romance with Micky Deans, her soon-to-be fifth husband. Renee Zellwegger
(who won an Oscar for best actress in this film) stars as "the world's greatest
entertainer"in this gritty look at Garland's final months.

Film starts at 7.30. Doors open at 7. Refreshments available. Tickets £2

Petra Berry
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Garlic and Lavender - Review

This year Sibford Players transported us to the creepy castle of evil vampire
Count Drackenberg and left us all quaking and shaking - with laugher not fear.

The spooky spoof was a hoot from the opening scene to the now obligatory
dance mash-up finale.

Comedy was deftly delivered through the marvellously bewigged Count and his
faithful sidekick Murk, giggly Tunbridge Wells maids, a pair of mucky serving
wenches and a group of beer-swigging dirndl-clad locals.

Cleverly cast by sure-handed Director Kat Davidson and produced by Juliette
Glazebrook, this was the perfect play to showcase a cast of local talent which
grows more assured every year.

The mid-show screening of a beautifully shot black and white ‘Benny Hill’ style
film took the characters and plot out into some familiar village locations.

Excellent lighting, sound, set and costumes all added to the success of a
genuinely funny and entertaining production, the best yet, no pressure guys.

AA

http://thesibfords.org/
mailto:ginnybennett@googlemail.com
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Holiday Cottage in Cornwall
On the beautiful north coast in Poldark country, character cottage set in a large south-

facing enclosed garden, is available for holiday lets. It is situated on the outskirts of the
vibrant and friendly village of St Agnes.

Scrumbles Hollow sleeps six in three double bedrooms, one with ensuite shower room,
plus a family bathroom. Full central heating.

The spacious cottage has an open fire place in a cosy sitting room, while the dining room
boasts a log burner. New, fully equipped kitchen and separate utility room for sorting out

sportswear after a day on the beach or walking the breathtaking countryside.
Lots of good local pubs and restaurants, shops and galleries. Excellent public transport

connections, including Newquay airport (half an hour by car).

For more information, please contact Linda on 01295 780 242 or 07973 226 032 or
linda.lane@btconnect.com



NATURE NOTES
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With the continuing mild wet weather this winter I think survival rates of some
of our garden birds and small mammals will have been higher than normal.

Wrens have been much in evidence feeding on invertebrates around log piles
and Song Thrushes have been singing, often before it is light in the mornings
and leaving piles of snail shells around stones and concrete paths where they
have been feeding. Black Birds have also been much in evidence with their
distinctive alarm calls and frequent fights between the males establishing their
territories.

Both Winter Aconites and Snowdrops have put on an impressive display this
year. Both plants are probably not native to the UK. Winter Aconites were
almost certainly introduced from Southern Europe around 1576. The situation
is less clear with Snowdrops. Some authorities think they may be native
around the Welsh borders but that they are introduced elsewhere. They were
originally given the rather odd name of Bulbous Violet but by the mid-1600s
were referred to as Snowdrops. I have also heard that they have been called
Candlemas flowers and were introduced by monks as they flower around the
time of Candlemas.

Please send any contributions for the next Nature notes to
ajnewbold88@gmail.com

Andy and Gill Newbold

Rooms to Hire Sibford Gower
Are you looking for a space to hire for a one off event or a regular booking?
The Meeting House at Sibford Gower might answer your needs. The Meeting
House has a large meeting room, a fully fitted modern kitchen with crockery,

cutlery etc and a well equipped children’s room.
The cost of hiring is £12 per hour for short hiring periods. The price for longer

periods is negotiable.
For further information contact: Gill Yeomans gill@crofthouse.eu

Tel: 01608 737890

mailto:ajnewbold88@gmail.com
mailto:gill@crofthouse.eu
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SIBFORDS PARISH COUNCILS

VILLAGE DEFRIBILLATORS

Cardiac Arrest can happen to anyone – even in the Sibfords! Save a life!
When it happens having someone on hand who knows how to perform CPR
(Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) and use a defibrillator is critical and can save
life. In the UK over 30,000 cardiac arrests happen outside of the hospital
environment every year and currently less than 1 in 10 survive.

In Norway where CPR is taught to everyone at school, 1 in 4 people survive.
If we can achieve the same survival rates in the UK we could save almost

5000 lives a year.

The Parish Councils of the Ferris and the Gower have therefore come together
to provide defibrillators in both villages and will be supporting training using
the South Central Ambulance service.

One defibrillator is already installed at the Sibford School through the good
efforts of Sibford School. Work is progressing the defibrillator in the Gower in
the Village Hall.

However many people tell us they would not be confident in the use of CPR
and would like to be trained in the defibrillator use. Local sessions have
already been held in Hook Norton, Adderbury and Chipping Norton. Shortly we
want to make these available in the Sibfords.

We want to hold sessions in Sibford School, the primary school and the Village
Hall. Dates will be advertised in the next Scene as well as on the website and
council notice board, after close liaison with the parties concerned.

John Wass
Hugh Pigeon

Sibford Ferris & Sibford Gower Parish Councils
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SIBFORD DRIVERS
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Sibford Drivers March 2020
If you require a lift Rota 8

In the first instance please ring David Gill 788171 or 07730431118

If no reply, please try:
from Sunday to Saturday
1st March 7th March Andrew Finding 07866 569798
8th March 14th March Gay Harris 788427 07875 852749

15th March 21st March Mary Nash 780980 07581 200585
22nd March 28th March Richard Thomas 788048 07976 221658
29th March 4th April Jeremy Dougall 780908 07831 647072

1

Norman has passed the monthly task of creating the back up rota to Jeremy
Dougall. Many thanks to David Gill who continues to do a marvellous job as
the primary responder in Margaret's continued absence and of course to
Norman Nash who has done a sterling job of co-ordinating the Sibford Drivers

Jeremy Dougall

Change of Responsibility
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BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 
CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145 
ann@annwoolgrove.com | www.yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse fabric designs

Curtains, blinds & cushions
Loose covers & lampshade making

Headboards & bedspreads
Curtain poles & tracks

New sofas & chairs & reupholstery
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OPEN GARDENS 2020 – CALLING ALL GARDENERS!
As the new year starts Katharine House is planning for sunnier days
encouraging all you keen gardeners to open your gardens and raise money
next year with every penny raised going towards your local hospice. Could
you help and open your garden for us?

Please also tell your friends and neighbours – villages with several garden
openings on the same day are particularly successful. Our team can talk
through the options with you and help every step of the way to ensure your
open garden event is a success. We can advertise your open garden, provide
resources and signage, and give you a detailed information pack to help you
plan. We can even offer an Open Gardens mentor – someone who has opened
for them in past years – to support you as you organise your event.

Please get in touch at getinvolved@khh.org.uk or call 01295 816 484 to find
out more.

KATHARINE HOUSE COMMUNITY CHOIR – OPEN TO ALL!
Everyone’s welcome at our new community choir! Held at Katharine House on
Tuesday evenings from 6-7.30pm, come along and join others for some
singing and social. No experience necessary, simply turn up on the night and
join the fun. Sessions cost £5 with a portion going to support the work of
Katharine House in the hospice and in the community.

What’s on in 2020:
This year there are more ways than ever to get involved and help make every
moment matter for local families living with a life-limiting illness. Below are
just some of the fundraising events in 2020. For more information about our
events, please visit www.khh.org.uk/whatson

Wingwalking 2020
Join us on 21 May 2020 for this amazing experience with the world's most
experienced wing-walking team. It's something to strike off your bucket list
and build memories that last a lifetime.

Midnight Walk 2020 - Saturday 20 June
Hold the date - join Banbury's biggest fundraising event - Midnight Walk 2020

Oxford Half Marathon – October 2020

Challenge yourself to complete a half marathon with a route going through the
beautiful city of Oxford

mailto:getinvolved@khh.org.uk
http://www.khh.org.uk/whatson
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The first half-term of 2020 at Sibford Gower Primary School has been full of
learning with all sorts of creative and interesting activities going on across the
school.

Year 5 & 6 have been exploring the theme of Stargazers and started the term
with a visit to the History of Science Museum in Oxford where they found out
about the history of stargazing and planetary theory and explored the
constellations
At the end of February we are hoping to welcome the Chipping Norton
Amateur Astronomy group into school to run a stargazing event for pupils and
their families. Looking at the moon and the night sky through their big
telescopes is an awe-inspiring experience and the team are always happy to
share their extensive knowledge and expertise. This should be a highlight of
the term for everyone, with hot chocolate and biscuits to keep us warm as we
wrap up in hats and scarves to gaze up at the heavens in the brilliantly clear
sky above Sibford Gower, far from the lights of town. This event will be an
excellent way of rounding up the Year 5 & 6 Stargazers topic and launching
the new topic of ‘Moon Zoom’ for the younger children.

The youngest children have been exploring the topic theme ‘Street Detectives’.
They have been out and about in Sibford Gower investigating how buildings
and businesses have changed through time by comparing the current village
landscape with old photographs.
Our longest serving school governor, Mr Fred Inns, kindly came into school to
spend the morning with the children. He was able to tell them about how
school and village life has changed since he was first a pupil at Sibford Gower
Primary School more than 75 years ago! This was a wonderful opportunity for
the children to ask all sorts of questions of a local resident with extensive first-
hand knowledge and we would all like to thank Fred for the pleasure of his
company and his commitment to supporting the learning of our children.

In our Year 3 & 4 class the children have been exploring the oceans through
their topic ‘Blue Abyss’. We welcomed some students from Oxford University
into school to lead workshops with the children exploring the impact of plastic
pollution on our ocean wildlife. They shared slides of their recent month long
trip to the Seychelles with some startling photographs of the many, many
tonnes of plastic rubbish they helped to clear from this beautiful environment.
They also brought in some artefacts from the Natural History Museum for the
children to handle, including a sharks jaw, some corals and a turtle
(unfortunately stuffed!) which was the same species as the living one that the
class have chosen to adopt.

Next term is set to be just as inspirational. If you would like to find out more
about our wonderful and welcoming village school, please look on at the school
website: http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/

http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/


^ŝďĨŽƌĚ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ĐŽͲĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽĂƌĚŝŶŐ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐ�ƉƵƉŝůƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ϯͲϭϴ

www.sibfordschool.co.uk

Fun in the Country Holiday Club
dŚĞ�&ƵŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵŶƚƌǇ�,ŽůŝĚĂǇ��ůƵď�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ�ďŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐƚĞƌ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐůƵď�ǁŝůů�
ƌƵŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�DŽŶĚĂǇ�ϲ��Ɖƌŝů�ʹ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ϭϳ��Ɖƌŝů�;ǁĞĞŬĚĂǇƐ�ŽŶůǇͿ͘��ĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐǁŝŵŵŝŶŐ͕�
ƚĞĂŵ�ŐĂŵĞƐ͕�ĐŽŽŬĞƌǇ͕ �ĂƌƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĂŌƐ͕�ƐƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘�άϯϬ�ƉĞƌ�ĚĂǇ͘��Ăůů�ϬϭϮϵϱ�ϳϴϭ�
ϮϬϯ�ƚŽ�ďŽŽŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘

Upcoming open events
Whole School Open Mornings
&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ϭϯ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϬ͘�Ϭϵ͘ϰϱĂŵ�ʹ�ϭϮ͘ϬϬƉŵ͘� 
&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ϭ�DĂǇ�ϮϬϮϬ͘�Ϭϵ͘ϰϱĂŵ�ʹ�ϭϮ͘ϬϬƉŵ͘

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ�ĂŶ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ��ůƐƉĞƚŚ��ǇĞƌ͕ �ĂĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĸĐĞƌ�ǀŝĂ�
email: admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or via phone: 01295 781 203.

&ƌĞĞ��ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�^ƚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�WůĂǇ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ϭϯ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϬ͘�ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�ʹ�ϭϭ͘ϰϱĂŵ͘�
&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ϴ�DĂǇ�ϮϬϮϬ͘�ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�ʹ�ϭϭ͘ϰϱĂŵ͘

ZĞĐŽƌĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂů� 
ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽīĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�^ŝǆƚŚ�&Žƌŵ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ
zĞĂƌ�ϭϯ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�^ŝďĨŽƌĚ�^ŝǆƚŚ�&Žƌŵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�
ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽīĞƌƐ͘�ϵ�ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŽīĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽ�ĨĂƌ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ŵĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƚƌǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĮŶĂů���>ĞǀĞů�ĞǆĂŵ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ���ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐŚŝƉƐ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ŽīĞƌƐ�
;ůŽǁĞƌ�ĞŶƚƌǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐͿ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ�Žƌ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ĂŶ��ǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�YƵĂůŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ͘

WůĂĐĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�WŚǇƐŝĐƐ͕�>Ăǁ͕�&ĂƐŚŝŽŶ�DĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ͕��ƐƚƌŽƉŚǇƐŝĐƐ͕��ƌĂŵĂ͕�DĂƌŝŶĞ�
�ŝŽůŽŐǇ͕ �DĂƚŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�WŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�^ƉŽƌƚ�^ĐŝĞŶĐĞ͘�

�ĂƚĞ�DĂůůĂůŝĞƵͲEĞĞĚůĞ͕�,ĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�^ŝǆƚŚ�&Žƌŵ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͚tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŽ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�zĞĂƌ�ϭϯ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁĞůůͲĚĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽīĞƌƐ͘�͚tĞ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů͕�ĐůŽƐĞ�ŬŶŝƚ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŽīĞƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚŝŐŚ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ͘�tĞ�ƉƌŝĚĞ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ƉŽƐƚ�ϭϴ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ϭ�ƚŽ�ϭ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�
ǁŝƚŚ�h��^�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚ͛͘

17



18

NOT SO GREAT TASTE

BREAD!

Thought I'd share my bread recipe with you. First of all - it's a piece of
cake making it!. (ouch!) And you can shove anything into it (caraway
seeds, spinach, garlic, sun-dried tomatoes, pesto, to name a few)

Now, here it is - you'll need:

400g strong white bread flour

100g wholemeal bread flour

1 pkt of yeast

blob of honey and some salt

300g warm water

So - oven at 220C. Chuck all the ingredients into a bowl and knead. I
use a mixer with a dough hook at speed 3 for 15mins. Then leave it to
double in size with a tea towel over it. Prep whatever you're going to
bake it in - I use a benneton proving basket - by either oiling or
lobbing some semolina into the container. (I just use flour)

Prove for about an hour, then gently place on a baking tray or pizza
stone in the oven for about 30 mins, spraying it with water maybe 3
times during the baking. You'll know it's baked by tapping its bottom -
if firm, then it is ready
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SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP

Forthcoming Walks:

2 March; 16 March; 30 March; 20 April Please note the gap over Easter

Leaving the village hall on foot or by car at 10.00 am sharp to do a circuit
of approximately 2 hours’ duration. It is therefore recommended that you get
there for 9.55am. Dogs welcome provided they are put on leads when
requested. Walking boots and poles recommended but not compulsory. (Some
routes include stiles).
Walkers should either park on the road or on the grass field at the village hall
and not on the tarmac area which is reserved for the painting class.

All welcome. Enquiries to Sue Bannister
T: 780365 or E: sebannister@gmail.com

Ian Sharp, ian@iansharp.net, Lamb’s Croft, Back Lane, Sibford Ferris, OX15
5RE. Tel. 01295 780790, is now the footpaths warden and anyone who has a
problem or complaint should contact him.

mailto:ian@iansharp.net


ST JOHN PASSION SATURDAY 4 APRIL 7.30pm
St. Mary’s Church, Banbury

Banbury Choral Society will give a concert of JS Bach’s masterpiece St John Passion

on Saturday 4 April at 7.30pm. They will be accompanied by the well-known

chamber orchestra, the Oxford Sinfonia, six young bright soloists, all under the

baton of their inspiring conductor, Julian Harris.

Bach St John Passion is intensely dramatic with an overriding message of

compassion, hope and ultimate salvation, and is one of the most demanding, and

rewarding, works for a choir to perform. This oratorio was first performed on Good

Friday in Leipzig in April 1724.

Banbury Choral Society goes from strength to strength and attracts members

from Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Northamptonshire. Founded in 1942 the

choir has staged numerous concerts in Banbury and North Oxfordshire.

Tickets for St John Passion: £15 (£5 under 16s) from

www.banburychoralsoc.co.uk;

Box office 07721 204734 or the Banbury Tourist Information Centre.

LOCAL MARKETS
Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday. Farmers Market - 1st Friday of the
month

Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday

Chipping Norton Farmers - 3rd Saturday of the month

Chipping Norton Country Market - Every Saturday 9-11, Lower Town Hall,
Chipping Norton.

Deddington Farmers - 4th Saturday of the month

Great Rollright - 1st Saturday of the month

North Cotswold Farmers - 1st Thursday of the month @ Stourton (6-8pm)

LOCAL NEWS
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Two day Introduction To Beekeeping course
Run by Shipston Beekeepers - a branch of Warwickshire Beekeeping
Association

Saturday 25/04/20 09.30 - 16.00 Brailes Village Hall OX15 5AS Theory -
How a honeybee colony works; the beekeeping year; how to get started;
essential equipment; harvesting your honey and wax.

Sunday 26/04/20 10.30 - 14.30 Practical at club apiary OX15 5HZ - Siting
an apiary; assembling hive parts; apiary safety; inspecting a honeybee
colony / handling bees (weather permitting) Beesuits provided.

Light lunch and refreshments provided both days. Gift Voucher
available.

Enrolment: www.sbka.org.uk/training Enquiries: secretary@sbka.org.uk

LOCAL NEWS

Swalcliffe Parke Equestrian Calendar of Events-2020

Sat 14th & Sun 15th March British Eventing Horse Trials

Sunday 5th April Warwickshire Hunt Pony Club Hunter Trials

Sunday 19th April Festival of the Horse Area 5 Qualifier

Sat 25th & Sun 26th April Horse-Events One Day Event

Fri 7th-Sun 9th August BRC Nat Horse Trials Championships

Sat 12th & Sun 13th September Horse Events One Day Event (TBC)

Sunday 27th October Crown Riding Club Hunter Trial (TBC)
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OPENING HOURS
M-F 7am - 7pm

Sat 8am - pm. Sun 8am - 4pm
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HORTI SOCIETY

Horti Programme 2020

Wed 11th March Bob Brown ‘First impressions, second thoughts’

Wed 8th April Harriet Rycroft ‘Summer Splendour’

Sat 9th May Plant Sale Carter’s Yard 10am – 1pm

Sat 16th May Spring Show Plant sale and refreshments

Wed 10th June All day outing Waterperry and Haseley Court

Wed 15th July Evening visit Aston Pottery

Sat 29th August Summer Show Plant sale and refreshments

Wed 14th October Timothy Walker ‘Garden hunting in China’

Wed 11th November Tom Duncan ‘Re-imagining the Garden – Colour,
Painting and Plants’ Veronique Chown

Our programme begins on Wednesday 11 March with Bob Brown who is

coming to talk to us on ‘First impressions, second thoughts’. It is also, by

happy chance, the AGM, which will be dispatched as swiftly as possible, and

membership renewal, so could you come armed with £!

Please remember that doors open at 7.00pm for anyone who would like coffee/

tea and refreshments and the talk starts after the conclusion of the AGM

around 7.30.

We look forward to seeing you all there.

Best wishes,

Diana Thompson



www.firs-garage.com 
Family business established 1960 

 Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641   Hook Norton, OX15 5DD 

 New Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross 
 petrol SUV, designed to inspire  

Extensive range of new 
and used economical cars, 
hybrids & 4x4’s  
 

Part exchange welcome 
Service 
MOT  Parts 
Bodyshop 
Fuel   Shop 
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In Your Garden - March

Oh joy! Spring at last. but this wet winter has been bliss for slugs, so first job

is to deal with the little blighters.

1. Battle commences. One of the best ways is to go out at night with a torch

and look under the leaves. You will be surprised how many are larking about.

So:-

a,. You can mulch with straw or woodchips, eggshells and holly leaves, around

vulnerable plants.

b). Ferric phosphate pellets are certified organic, so less toxic, but be wary of

them for children and pets.

c). Nematodes can be used but not until the soil has warmed up to at least 5

degrees centigrade.

d). You can fill half an empty grapefruit shell with beer, and leave it in the soil.

They love drowning in beer.

An article in the RHS magazine suggests you can kill them by putting them in

a bag in the freezer! Not me. I'm bad at labelling things in my freezer

anyway..... Plants most at risk are delphiniums, dahlias, hostas, sweet peas,

lettuces and potatoes.

2. Hardy annuals can now be sown indoors, to plant out later.

3. At the end of the month start dahlia tubers into growth, but keep them

frost free.

4. Dead head the daffodils, but leave the foliage to die back naturally.

5. Hostas can be divided to make more plants, so can hellebores and

polyanthus.

6.If your early potatoes have chitted, you can plant them out.

7. Cut back penstemons to a low bud, and divide any overgrown perennials.

8.Hoe over all the weeds, and add a mulch of compost or manure to the flower

and veggie beds.

9. When the lawn has finally dried out, you can give it a first cut, and trim the

edges.

10.Leave sowing veggies outside until the soil has warmed up, oh! if you
haven't pruned your roses yet, do it at once.. Jupe Hitching
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB

MISS “T” CATERING. 
Good Home Cooked Food   
Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties. 

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  
Home: 01295 780206 

WELCOME TO SIBFORD

If you are new to the Sibfords and would like a 'Welcome to Sibford' booklet, providing
details of village services and activities, please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367 (Gower &
Burdrop) or Nic Durrant T: 788865 (Ferris). And don’t forget that we are lucky enough to
have a really great village website too at: thesibfords.org.uk

QUALITY FISH DIRECT

FROM GRIMSBY MARKET

Proprietor: Robert Hill

07578 195979

www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from

Grimsby to Sibford Village Hall EVERY

THURSDAY from 430pm ’til 5pm

The Club meets on March 3rd we have our friend Troy. So it will be games all
afternoon.

The trip is not yet sorted.

Any one wishing to join our club,well, come along and have look. You might
like what you see. For a visit ,it only cost 50p. Eveline Boughton

http://www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk


DID YOU KNOW?

:RUVKLS�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�±��WKH�&KDSHO�RI�6W�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW��6LEIRUG

7KH� %DQEXU\� +XQGUHG�� RQH� RI� WKH� IRXUWHHQ� +XQGUHGV� LQ� WKH� &RXQW\� RI
2[IRUGVKLUH��FRPSULVHG�WKH�IRXU�ODUJH�SDULVKHV�LQ�1RUWK�2[IRUGVKLUH�±�%DQEXU\�
&KDUOEXU\��&URSUHG\�DQG�6ZDOFOLIIH�DQG��XQWLO�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV��UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH
RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�%LVKRSV�RI�/LQFROQ���7KH�%DQEXU\�+XQGUHG�ZDV�VROG�LQ�����
E\�WKH�%LVKRSV�RI�/LQFROQ��WR�(GZDUG�6H\PRXU��'XNH�RI�6RPHUVHW�ZKR�JUDQWHG
LW�ILUVWO\��WR�WKH�(DUO�RI�:DUZLFN�LQ�������DQG�VKRUWO\�DIWHUZDUGV�WR�WKH�'XNH�RI
1RUWKXPEHUODQG���,Q������WKH�'XNH�RI�1RUWKXPEHUODQG�VROG�LW�WR�WKH�&URZQ�LQ
H[FKDQJH�IRU�RWKHU�ODQGV�DQG�E\������LW�ZDV�OHDVHG��ZLWK�%DQEXU\�&DVWOH��WR
WKH�)LHQQHV�IDPLO\�DW�%URXJKWRQ�&DVWOH�

7KH�DQFLHQW�SDULVK�RI�6ZDOFOLIIH�FRQWDLQHG�VHYHUDO�VPDOO�YLOODJHV�DQG�ZDV�ZHOO
GRFXPHQWHG�EHFDXVH�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�YLOODJHV�FRQWDLQHG�H[WHQVLYH�HVWDWHV�RZQHG
E\�DEEH\V�DQG�FROOHJHV���6ZDOFOLIIH�3DULVK�FRYHUHG�DQ�DUHD�RI������DFUHV���,Q
WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�6ZDOFOLIIH�3DULVK�FRQWDLQHG�IRXU�&KDSHOV��RQH�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH
IRXU�YLOODJHV�RI�6LEIRUG��(SZHOO��6KXWIRUG�DQG�6ZDOFOLIIH���7KH�&KDSHO�RI�6W�-RKQ
WKH�%DSWLVW�DW�6LEIRUG�*RZHU�ZDV�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�WKH�HFFOHVLDVWLFDO�SDULVK�FKXUFK
DW�6ZDOFOLIIH���%\�������IROORZLQJ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KHU�KXVEDQG��$JQHV�RI�6LEIRUG
JUDQWHG� LWV� RZQHUVKLS� DQG� XVH� WR� WKH� .QLJKWV� 7HPSODU�� � 7KH\� UHWDLQHG� WKH
VHUYLFHV�RI�D�SULHVW�WR�VD\�SUD\HUV�IRU�KHU�GHDG
KXVEDQG�DQG�NHSW�WKH�&KDSHO�LQ�JRRG�UHSDLU���,Q
������ WKH� 3RSH� VXSSUHVVHG� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO
2UGHU��GXH�WR�DOOHJHG�VFDQGDOV�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ
WKHLU�RZQHUVKLS�ZDV�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�.QLJKWV
+RVSLWWDOHUV���%\������WKH�&KDSHO�DW�6LEIRUG�KDG
SDVVHG�WR�WKH�2UGHU�RI�6W�-RKQ�ZKR�ORRNHG�DIWHU
LW�IRU�VRPH�����\HDUV���7KH\�SDLG�DQ�DQQXDO�IHH
RI�����V��G�WR�D�FKDSODLQ�WR�FHOHEUDWH�0DVV�WKUHH
WLPHV�D�ZHHN�IRU�WKH�VRXOV�RI�WKH�GHSDUWHG�DQG�WR
PDNH�UHSDLUV�DV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�WKH�&KDSHO�

,Q������ZKHQ�WKH�0DQRUV�RI�6LEIRUG�*RZHU�DQG�6LEIRUG�)HUULV�ZHUH�VROG�WR�WKH
&URZQ�WKH�µIUHH¶�&KDSHO�ZDV�RQO\�YDOXHG�DW���������µ,WV�ZDOOV�ZHUH�YHU\�ROG��RI
URXJK�VWRQH�ZKLOH� WKH� OHDG�DQG� WLPEHU� URRI�ZDV�VODWWHG�DQG�EDGO\�GHFD\HG�
7KHUH�ZDV�OLWWOH�JODVV�DQG�WZR�EHOOV¶���%\������WKH�&KDSHO�ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV
µVPDOO�DQG�UXLQHG�DQG�DOO�UHOLJLRXV�FHOHEUDWLRQV�KDG�FHDVHG¶�DQG�YLOODJHUV�KDG
WR�PDNH�WKH�GLIILFXOW��VZDPS\�MRXUQH\�WR�6ZDOFOLIIH�WR�ZRUVKLS��7KH�VLWH�RI�WKH
&KDSHO�RI�6W�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�UHPDLQV�XQNQRZQ�DOWKRXJK�VRPH�EXLOGLQJV�QHDU
WR�WKH�&URVV�LQ�6LEIRUG�*RZHU�GR�FRQWDLQ�VPDOO�HOHPHQWV�RI�VWRQH�ZRUN�ZKLFK
PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�VDOYDJHG�IURP�WKH�UXLQHG�&KDSHO�����2QO\�WKH�&KDSHOV�DW�6KXWIRUG
DQG�(SZHOO�VXUYLYHG�LQ�WKH�PLG���WK�FHQWXU\��������������������������������������0DXUHHQ�+LFNV

$�0HGLHYDO�&KDSHO
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CHATTER

CHURCH SERVICES

Society of Friends Sibford Gower, Sunday, 10.30 am
Roman Catholic Brailes, Saturday, 5pm; Shipston, Sunday 9am

Kineton, Sunday 11am
Baptist Hook Norton, Sunday, 10.30 am

1st March 10 am benefice service in Sibford
8th March 9.30 am morning praise ( lay led)
15th March 9.30 Holy Communion
22nd March 10 am Mothering Sunday service look forward to seeing families
for this.
Tuesday 24th march 12.30 pm Lent lunch at Wyatt's Close ( home of David &
Gilian Soden) look forward to seeing many of you.
29th March Holy Communion. Gill Soden

Our next PCC meeting is on 12th March at 7.30 pm in Church.

Barbara Foster

Sibfords History Society

On 19 March we are happy to welcome Cathy Stoertz who will be giving us a
talk with the title of ‘One Saturday afternoon on the Home Front - stories from
an aerial photograph’.

During her 35-year career in the Aerial Investigation and Mapping Department
of English Heritage, Cathy worked on many regional surveys of the historic
environment and looked at thousands and thousands of aerial photographs.

Cathy’s talk is based on her research.” One single frame from a run of aerial
photographs of Moreton- in- Marsh taken by the US Army Air Force on 27 May
1944 evokes stories ranging from the personal to the international.”

How fascinating does this sound?!

Before Cathy begins we will have a brief AGM. Please come ready to renew
your membership and receive the programme for 2020/21.

Sibford Village Hall: doors open 7.45p.m. AGM begins 8 p.m. Visitors welcome,

£3 p.p., Refreshments free of charge. Diana Hughes
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&RPH�DORQJ�WR�WKH�IULHQGO\

0HHW�OLNH�PLQGHG�SHRSOH�HYHU\�ZHHN
6LEIRUG�9LOODJH�+DOO

*UHDW�&KDW�FRQYLYLDO�DWPRVSKHUH�
7ZR�&RXUVH�/XQFK�ZLWK�WHD�RU�FRIIHH

)ULHQGO\�DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ
�����SP�IRU�����SP����������

7HOHSKRQH�RU�FRQWDFW�.HLWK�+LFNV���������NHLWK#KLFNV�VLEIRUG��FR�XN

For Practical Garden Assistance
Please contact Nick Taylor

T: 07425 136992

01608 684388

07434 579499

All types of garden work undertaken

8 to 9.30 Tuesday evenings at 
Sibford Friend’s school sports 
hall. We are a friendly informal 

group just playing for fun.  
for more info: 

Colin 01295 266584

Badmington



Notes:
NS - Not Saturdays
SSH - Saturdays, Monday to Fridays during School Holidays
B - Bus also serves Lower Quinton, Meon Vale, Clifford Chambers and on
school days operates via Shipston High School

Note - ALL buses loop through Sibford Ferris, Burdrop & Sibford Gower

SIBFORD BUS SERVICE

BUS NUMBER: 3A NS SSH

SOA Wood Street 6.15 9.00 16.05

SOA Bridge Street 6.17 9.02 16.07

Ilmington, Red Lion 9.20 11.40 16.25

Shipston, Tilemans Lane 6.37 9.37 11.47 13.26 16.32

Shipston, Pettiphers Garage 6.40 9.40 11.50 13.29 16.35

Lower Brailes, The Park 6.50 9.50 12.00 13.50 16.45

Sibford Ferris School 7.02 10.02 12.12 14.02 16.57

Lower Tadmarton 7.12 10.12 12.22 14.12 17.07

Banbury Bus Station 7.25 10.25 12.35 14.25 17.20

B

Banbury Bus Station 10.30 12.40 14.30 17.30

Lower Tadmarton 10.43 12.53 14.43 17.43

Sibford Ferris School 10.53 13.03 14.53 17.53

Lower Brailes, The Park 11.06 13.16 15.06 18.06

Shipston, Pettiphers Garage 11.16 13.29 15.16 18.16

Shipston, Tilemans Lane 11.19 15.19 18.19

Ilmington, Red Lion 11.36 15.31

SOA, Bridge Street 16.00 18.41

SOA, Wood Street 16.03 18.48
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MARCH BIN COLLECTIONS

Green Tuesday: 3rd; 17th; 31st
Blue/Brown Tuesday: 10th; 24th

Unwanted clothing and shoes may be recycled anytime at the Textiles/
Recycling Bank at Sibford School Swimming Pool. Bottle banks at Sibford
Ferris: Elm crossroads and Sibford Gower: Wykham Arms car park.

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR APRIL ISSUE -
12 NOON - 18th MARCH 2020

Editor: Tony Skowronski, Jasmine Cottage, Burdrop, OX15 5RN
T: 01295 780490

E: sibfordscene@gmail.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse,
Sibford Gower, OX15 5RT

T: 01295 788367
E: sallyandivorhopkyns@hotmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH
11th - SGPC Open Meeting - 730pm at Primary School (IT Room)

11th - Horti Society talk - Bob Brown - Village Hall - 730pm

12th - PCC Meeting - Church - 730pm

14th 15th - British Eventing Horse Trials - Swalliffe Park

19th - Sibfords Historical Society Talk - Village Hall - 8pm.

24th - Lent Lunch - Wyatt's Close - 1230pm

25th - Film Night: "Judy" - Village Hall -730pm

APRIL (Part)

10th - Easter Egg Trail -Village Hall - 2-4pm

18th - Moroccan Feast - Village Hall - 730pm




