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NATIONAL QUAKER WEEK
5 - 11 October 2015

Events at Sibford School & Sibford Meeting House

PURCELL SCHOOL CONCERT
Saturday 3 October, Sibford School, 7.00 pm

SIBFORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 5 October, Primary School, 8.00 pm

CAFE SCIENTIFIQUE
Matters of the Heart, Dr Rebecca Burton

Thursday 8 October, Sibford School, 6.30pm. All welcome

FAMILY HARVEST SERVICE & TEA
Saturday 10 October, Holy Trinity Church, 4.30 pm

FILM NIGHTS
Village Hall, 7.30 pm

Thursday 1 October - The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel
Thursday 29 October - The Dark Horse

SIBFORD SCENE



WELCOME TO SIBFORD

LETTERS & NOTICES

If you are new to the Sibfords and have not yet received a copy of the
Welcome to Sibford booklet, please call Ivor Hopkyns on T: 788367
(Gower and Burdrop) or Nic Durrant on T: 788865 (Ferris) and a copy
will be delivered to you. We hope the information will help to make you
feel at home by telling you about the services, schools, clubs and
societies currently active in the villages.

Brown envelope appeal update
A big thank you to the 51 households (that’s about 11% of residents) who
have so far donated £343 to the Sibford Scene’s ‘brown envelope’ appeal.
While your kind donations will help contribute to the continued production of
this valuable village amenity, we hope those of you who have yet to donate
will feel able to do so in the coming weeks. The Sibford Scene started in
March 1977 - please help us to continue.

Coffee and Cakes for Katharine House Hospice
Thank you so much for supporting our coffee morning at Briar Cottage on
Friday 4 September.  With donations, we have been able to send £400 to
Katharine House. We are all "well pleased" as they say!

Sue, Jean, Judy and Alison

For all you would-be (and existing) thespians, a brief reminder that
Juliette Glazebrook and Kat Davison invite us all to help them put on a
Christmas play. With such a massive talent pool to draw from in our villages,
we could be going from the Village Hall to Broadway in no time. It’s fun and
informal, so get in touch with Juliette T: 788650 or Kat
T: 01608 737902 before all the best parts are cast.

Remembrance Day lunch - You are cordially invited to a curry lunch in the
Village Hall after the Remembrance Day service on Sunday 8 November.
Organised by the Ypres war graves visitors, the lunch will raise funds for Holy
Trinity Church. There will be an exhibition of moving images, artefacts and
mementos representing the trip and the history of Sibford’s Fallen. Please
come and raise funds for our church, where the local lads who gave their
lives in the Great War undoubtedly worshipped. Tickets £10 per adult,
includes main course and pudding. No charge for accompanying children.
Tickets from Rev Ronald Hawkes T: 780555, Judith Weeks T: 788393, Sara
Thomas T: 788797, Charlotte Bird. T: 780832. Please pre-book as we need to
know numbers for catering purposes!

Art Workshops, Small Hall
Advance notice that day workshops open to all abilities start soon run by ex-
perienced tutor, Jennifer Wealsby. 31 October - Watercolours, 28 November -
Design your own Christmas Card,  12 December - Lino Printing, and 19 De-
cember - Pastels. Further info in next month’s Sibford Scene.
Contact:jgw4art@gmail.com T: 01608 730401.
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THIS MONTH: JUDITH WEEKS
A social worker before she retired, Judith’s career was interrupted
for 14 years while she became a full-time foster mother to 52
children – although not all at the same
time! Before moving to the Sibfords,
Judith lived on a smallholding in
Cornwall. She has been a resident of
both the Ferris and the Gower in her
time, and served for many years on
the Governing Body of Sibford School.
She is a Quaker who worships at the
Meeting House in Sibford Gower.
Judith is often to be seen walking her
beloved King Charles spaniel, Rosie,
around the villages.

What brought you to the Sibfords?
We came to Sibford in 1986 so that
Katie, my daughter, could be educated
at Sibford School.

What is your earliest memory?
My earliest memory is, sadly, of war, the absence of my father,
and the fear and anxiety that was all around me - and the ghastly
gas mask that smelt of rubber.

What was the first record you ever bought?
My first record was of Girl Guide songs: I have no musical
understanding, but I loved Guides!

What is your favourite book or film and why?
I love reading, and cannot begin to judge one book against
another, but my favourite film without doubt was the original
David Lean's Dr Zhivago.

What do you enjoy in retirement?
I've been retired for nearly 20 years and love it! I love the
freedom to choose how to spend my days. For many years I spent
the summers in my little camper van in France with my dog, but
am unable to drive now. Despite mobility problems I still enjoy
walking, and use the bus to travel further afield to do so.

continues over/…

FIVE MINUTES WITH …
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JUDITH WEEKS - continued …

Tell us something surprising about yourself
In my early 20s I tested my vocation as a nun!

What do you consider to be your best-ever achievement?
I was privileged as a social worker to enter into the lives of people
in difficulties, firstly working with children and latterly with the
elderly. I like to think that I made a difference. Probably my
greatest achievement though was in bringing up my three lovely
children.

Finally, what’s the best thing for you about living in the
Sibfords - and is there one thing you would change?
I am so grateful to be ending my life in Sibford. Such interesting,
friendly and kind people live here, the bus stop is outside my
door, there is a first rate surgery within walking distance, the
Meeting House is just down the road, and the mobile library gives
me a door to door service.  I am especially privileged to live
opposite the lovely field that Paul Hobson is turning into
outstanding woodland. I walk there every day, and only regret
that I shall no longer be around when it reaches its full
glory. There is nothing I would want to change.

◊◊◊◊

Five Minutes With … Don’t be shy

A few of you have wondered why we haven’t so far included some
of Sibford’s most established families and characters in the
Sibford Scene’s new Five Minutes With … slot. Please be assured
it’s not for want of trying, but to date our approaches have met
with polite refusal. If you have any influence in this regard, please
use it! Sibford’s oldest families have some fascinating history and
insights to share; they just need a little persuasion … Ed
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FIVE MINUTES WITH …

 LETTERCARVE
  HAND-CARVED HARDWOOD SIGNS FOR THE HOME AND WORKPLACE.

   SUITABLE FOR HOUSES, SCHOOLS, ESTATES, FARMS, STABLES, KENNELS, OFFICES.
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CHURCH CLOCK APPEAL

Saturday 3 October - a very few tickets still remain for this
weekend’s concert …

A very talented group of students from The Purcell School for
Young Musicians will perform at Sibford School from 7 pm on
Saturday 3 October, with all profits from the evening going towards
the clock renovation funds at Holy Trinity Church.

The prestigious Purcell School for Young Musicians is the oldest
specialist music school for children in the United Kingdom. Founded
in 1962 by Rosemary Rapaport and Irene Forster, the school was
awarded the UNESCO Mozart Medal in 2003, which was received on
behalf of the school by Prince Charles - the school’s Patron - and Sir
Simon Rattle, honorary president.

The school’s students come from all over the world, and many go on
to study at the Royal College of Music or Royal Academy of Music,
frequently distinguishing themselves later as instrumental
performers, singers, conductors and composers.

The students will be
playing a variety of
beautiful music, so do
come along and enjoy
what promises to be an
exceptional evening.

Tickets £10 each - (£5 for
students 18 or under)
from email:
sibfordchurch@gmail.com
or T: 01295 780274.

Tea at the
Manor House
A very jolly tea party
(right) at the Manor House
on Sunday 13 September
raised an amazing £470 for the church clock appeal. Huge thanks to
Alison Jenkins and Mike Donovan for opening their home to the
village again, and to Gil Soden for organising the catering. Copious
amounts of sandwiches, scones and fabulous cakes were washed
down with a glass of bubbly (and tea of course), with David Alleyn
and his guitar providing the musical entertainment.
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18 August - A flycatcher paid a brief visit to our garden today.
This was the first time I have seen one this year although one
nested about 200 yards away.
21 August - A good day for butterflies. Among those in the garden
were a Common Blue, several Brimstones and the first small
Copper that I have seen this year.
23 August - I saw a Painted Lady and two Red Admirals. These
migrant butterflies seem scarce this year.
29 August - Today I was shown a photograph, taken at the west
end of Sibford Gower, of a young carrion crow that has quite a lot
of white feathers. Has anyone else seen it?
10 September - I have not seen any very young wood pigeons
recently but an eggshell dropped on the lawn shows that they are
still nesting.
15 September - During a sunny spell after a storm we walked
past Rimells Corner (the bottom of the Hook Norton road) where
some ivy on the wall is in full bloom. It was alive with insects,
mostly flies - many of them blowflies, a few honey bees and a lot
of hover flies, mostly the type that look rather like honey bees.
There were also some wasps and a few hornets. They all seemed
to be there for the nectar, except the wasps and the hornets that
were catching flies. I was surprised such activity so soon after a
storm.
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NATURE NOTES

Sibford Stores & Post Office, Sibford Ferris, OX15 5RG
Telephone 01295 788317 / 788348

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE AND NEWSAGENT
We deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to all the surrounding area. Place
your regular order today, whether for 1 day a week or 7. Always a wide selection of

magazines, specialist titles available to order.

Chilled & Frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines and spirits, fresh fruit and
vegetables, pet foods, household goods, toiletries, medical requisites and lots, lots more …

Health Lottery, photocopying, fax service, dry cleaning
We will also undertake your mailings for you, just ask..

Always an excellent selection of Hook Norton bottled beers in stock.

Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery.

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 7.30 am  to 7.30 pm
Sunday                      7.30 am  to  4.00 pm

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE, THERE ARE LOTS OF PRODUCT AND
SERVICES AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP



THIS MONTH IN YOUR GARDEN - OCTOBER
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SIBFORD HORTI SOCIETY

Our August Show was very well supported with
plenty of flowers and vegetables for people to
enjoy. Many thanks to all who entered and
especially the Show Committee who work hard to
set up and take down and generally make things
happen!

Having split the one event into a spring and summer Show we
find that we are raising enough funds for it to carry on this
way which is so much easier for the Committee to do.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 14 October at 8.00 pm in
the Small Hall, when Paul Williams will be talking about The
Garden: a Natural Paradise. All welcome. Annual subs of £8
will be due at this meeting.

1.  Cut back and tidy plants in borders.
2.  Divide perennials, and discard tired old centre roots.
3.  Prune climbing roses and tie in new growth.
4.  Rake up leaves and add to compost.
5.  Spring flowering bulbs, violas, wallflowers etc can be potted
up now.
6.  Clean out the greenhouse - awful job, but you MUST.
7.  Prune back geraniums and tender plants and tuck away in
your nice clean greenhouse.
8.  Autumn flowering bulbs are at their best now: Nerines,
Colchicums, Cyclamen, etc. Now is the time to order some
more.
9.  Harvest apples and pears, autumn fruiting raspberries, and
munch!
10. Sit down with a seed catalogue and order some exciting
new flowers and vegetables.



SIBFORD’S GOT TALENT

When six year old Genevieve Heron, in common with
many little girls of her age, started ballet lessons at
Deddington Ballet School, no one could have predicted
that only a handful of years later she would be dancing
with the Royal Ballet Company
at London’s Royal Opera House.

A former pupil at Sibford’s Primary
School, Genna first heard that she
had won a coveted place at the
Royal Ballet School – one of only 30
places from over 2,000 applicants -
while looking around the Primary
School’s annual art exhibition in
March 2007. She joined the Royal
Ballet School’s renowned White
Lodge in Richmond that autumn,
performing for 3 consecutive years
in the Royal Ballet Company’s
famous Christmas production of The
Nutcracker at the Royal Opera
House.

From White Lodge, Genna moved
on to Elmhurst School for Dance in
association with Birmingham Royal
Ballet, where she studied ballet alongside jazz, tap and
flamenco, gaining a Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance,
graduating with the title Most Promising Dancer of the year
and still managing to squeeze in nine GCSEs and two A Levels!

Before she graduated from Elmhurst, Genna was offered the
chance to spend three months dancing with the Swedish Royal
Ballet, and has recently returned to the UK and started her
first full-time professional job dancing with the UK’s leading
touring ballet company, Northern Ballet.

In just a short time Genna has achieved huge success, touring
and auditioning in countries all over the world, including
Germany, Cuba, Czech Republic, Sweden and Hungary,

8



SIBFORD’S GOT TALENT
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performing at world class venues including Sadler’s Wells, and
dancing some of the world’s best loved ballets, including
Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake and Beauty and the Beast with
the Birmingham Royal Ballet.

   “Of course I love dancing,” says Genna, “I love both the
physical aspect of pushing my body to its limits, as well as the
thrill of performing; there's nothing quite like the feeling of
being on stage. But I'm a bit of a petrolhead too so, if I had to
give up dancing tomorrow, I’d like to do something in the
motorsport industry”.

Dance is a tough business and there are very few jobs out
there. It’s neither easy nor glamorous, as Genna is quick to
point out. Now in full-time work she dances from 9.30 am to
6.30 pm every day, and her punishing schedule includes cardio
training and pilates-style exercise, alongside rehearsal and
performances.

With all of this going on in such a short space of time – Genna
is still only 19 - you can’t fail to be charmed by how grounded
and straightforward she is. Still very much a country girl at
heart, Genna loves coming home and escapes to Sibford to be
with her parents, Karen and Piers, as often as she can.

A bright future beckons Genna – we think this won’t be the
last we hear of her!
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THANK YOU!

Damian and Debbie invite you to enjoy the
atmosphere of our 16th Century thatched Inn.
� Bar and a la carte menus available lunch &

dinner
� Excellent Sunday lunch - to suit the weather!
� New food and wine takeaway menu
� Wednesday steak and wine night £15
� Selection of fine wines and real cask ales
� Happy hour and a half every Wednesday

evening
� Gift vouchers available

Opening Times
12.00 am  -   3.00 pm
 6.00  pm  - 11.30 pm

Open all day Saturday & Sunday for cream teas
Bar only Sunday Night

Closed all day Monday (except bank holidays)

Temple Mill Road, Sibford Gower, Banbury OX15 5RX T: 01295 788808/07
E: info@wykhamarms.co.uk www.wykhamarms.co.uk

Holmby House
Sibford Ferris

A stunning setting for
special celebrations

From Buffets to Gourmet Dinners
Formal dining for large groups

Garden parties
 Business meetings
Wedding receptions

Luxurious B & B
Self-catering accommodation

Tel/Fax:01295 780104
E: sally.wass@btinternet.com

www.holmbyhouse.com

A very big thank you to Mollie Mulley, who has spent many
months designing and hand-embroidering the stunning new WI
banner, the first in the Sibford WI’s history. As a b&w photo doesn’t
do it justice, anyone who wishes to admire Mollie’s handiwork
firsthand should contact Glennis Hardman on T: 780391.
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A FARMER WRITES

In my efforts to persuade a couple of local farmers to contribute
regularly to the Sibford Scene - to enable us all to appreciate
what’s happening on the land around us and what to be mindful
of - I was reminded by Adrian Lamb of the contribution from local
sheep farmer Graham Wealsby in the spring of 1997 and I can’t
resist sharing it again here …

   There is no better sight in spring than ewes and
their young lambs, and I often take a few minutes
just to watch the mothers grazing, the lambs
playing, darting back and forth, jumping, regularly
running back to suckle. At this time of year I
always think how wonderful sheep are.

I have to confess, however, that this sentiment
does vary greatly during the whole season. The
reason for this continually changing attitude is the
constant battle that has to be fought against a
sheep’s instinctive nature.

From birth, a sheep has two goals: firstly, to
escape from whatever confinement he or she was put in, whether
indoor pen, paddock or field. Secondly, to kill themselves.

I have experience of many successful attempts in our own flock in
recent years. These include drowning both in streams and troughs,
hangings from bale strings, wire netting fences and twisted briers
entangled in neck wool, not to mention the many ailments which are
available to contract. A particular speciality is to crowd around tall
trees, telegraph poles or, even better, metal pylons, when lightning is
imminent. If, Manchester United-like, the double can be achieved - ie
dying whilst in the wrong field - a place in ovine heaven is assured.

Feelings of exasperation, frustration, downright loathing through to
extreme irritation occur regularly. Questions such as ‘Who in their
right minds keeps sheep?’, ‘Why not plough up the grassland and
plant wheat? Wheat never gets out’, ‘Why bother? Is it all worth it?’
frequently cross my mind. Deep down however, I know that the
pleasure gained in the next few weeks compensates for the past
hassles endured and the inevitable troubles to come.

Graham Wealsby, 1997

© Aardman Animations Ltd
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SIBFORD SCHOOL NEWS

SIBFORD SCHOOL APPOINTS NEW HEAD OF EARLY YEARS

Helen Hoy has been appointed as Head of Early Years at Sibford School.

A qualified teacher, Helen has spent the past 15 years teaching in a range
of junior schools across Oxfordshire. In 2010 she became a qualified Forest
School Leader and in 2012 she qualified as a Support for Learning
specialist. She has also conducted research for Learning through
Landscapes, a UK charity dedicated to enhancing outdoor learning and play
for children.

   “I am delighted to be joining the team at Sibford,” said Helen. “The
school is in a wonderful country setting making it ideal for outdoor learning
and Forest School sessions. It also has some fantastic facilities, such as a
dedicated music school, sports hall and also an indoor swimming pool,
where children as young as three can learn to swim.

   “I love teaching Early Years and it is a real privilege to be involved at the
very start of a child’s education.”

Children can join Sibford School in the term that they turn three years old.
The school is recognised by the Government’s free child care scheme which
currently allows pupils in Early Years to
receive up to 15 hours per week of free
entitlement.

Sibford School will be holding an Early
Years Open Afternoon on Wednesday 30
September between 2pm and 3.30pm.
There will also be a Whole School Open
Morning on Monday 12 October from
9.45am and a Sixth Form Open Evening on
Tuesday 13 October from 6.30pm.

Pictured right: Helen Hoy with pupils Caitlin
Holloway, Bertie Morley, Monty Bothwell and
Oliver O’Neil.

Dates for your diary
30 September: Early Years Open Afternoon
at Sibford School. 2 pm - 3.30 pm.
8 October: Café Scientifique at Sibford School. 6.30 pm. Guest speaker Dr
Rebecca Burton from the University of Oxford’s Department of Physiology,
Anatomy & Genetics will be talking on ‘Matters of the Heart’. All welcome
12 October: Whole School Open Morning at Sibford School. 9.45 am.
13 October: Sixth Form Open Evening at Sibford School. 6.30 pm.

www.sibfordschool.co.uk
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     SIBFORD GOWER
      PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

We have had a fantastic start to the new academic year at Sibford
Gower Primary School,  welcoming new teachers and children into
our school community.

We are now part of the
Warriner Multi Academy
Trust, along with The
Warriner School and
Bishop Carpenter and
The Hornton Primary
Schools. The head
teachers have already
begun to discuss ways in
which staff at the schools
can share expertise and
resources to further
enrich and develop the
learning experiences of
our children.

The children have harvested a variety of fruit from our new
orchard, including apples, plums, damsons and greengages.
These have been used to raise money for our chosen charity, an
orphanage in Kenya for children and young people affected by
Aids.

Our PTA has purchased a motion-triggered trail camera to use in
the orchard too.  We have already captured videos and images of
some of the nocturnal creatures that share our school
environment.  This is very exciting for both children and staff.
Teachers will be planning projects that encourage further night
time exploration and environmental study with this brilliant
resource.

Many exciting learning opportunities are already planned for the
coming term and year, including sporting fixtures with partnership
schools and shared learning with our friends from Sibford School.

If you want to find out more about our wonderful school and
the things we do here, please take a look at our website which
can be found at www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk
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JENNIFER WEALSBY - ART & DESIGN
Tutor of drawing and painting classes since 1988

Mondays 10 -12 am, Sibford Village Hall, small hall - pastels
Fridays 1 - 3 pm, Sibford Village Hall - drawing and watercolour

also
Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.30 am, Churchill Village Hall

Wednesdays 1 - 3 pm, Spelsbury Memorial Hall
Fridays 9.30 - 11.30 am, Holly Tree, Deddington

(All drawing and watercolour classes)

To register your interest or find out more, please ring
01608 730401 or email jgw4art@gmail.com

Pertinent to this month’s National Quaker Week…

Quakers have met in the Sibford Meeting House every Sunday
since the first Meeting House was built in 1678.  George Fox, their
founder, preached locally and collected a following in Sibford. The
Sibford Quakers purchased a piece of land in Sibford Gower to
build a Meeting House.  The original Meeting House was replaced
by the current building in 1864 when a burial ground was added,
and a complete record exists for every interment in this burial
ground.

Music making is the business!
Make it your business to learn the piano with an experienced

professional. Blues, jazz and contemporary styles plus improvisation.
Fun and enjoyment for all ages. Grades optional.

Contact Matt Platt T: 07973 266497 E: mattplattmp3@aol.com

Per basket* collected and returned by us - £20**
Per basket* delivered and collected by you - £15

Shirts/Blouses - £1.50    Skirts/Trousers - £1.35
Sweatshirts/Long-sleeved tops - £1.25   T-shirts/short sleeved tops - £1.10

Super King - £4.00    King - £3.00  Double - £2.50    Single - £2.00

*basket - (level basket) = one full machine load/approx.
3 carrier bags full or per item, if less than a full basket

**delivery within 10 mile radius of Sibford

DID YOU KNOW? …



YOGA
Sibford Village Hall

Tuesday    9.00 - 10.00 am
Friday        9.00 - 10.00 am

Enquiries to Juliette
T: 07703 836 856

E: Juliette53@btinternet.com

LOGS • HAY •
• STRAW •

GARDEN MANURE

Antony Sabin
T: 01295 788421

NATIONAL QUAKER WEEK
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5 - 11 October 2015 - Sibford Meeting House is joining Sibford
School to celebrate National Quaker Week, a time when The Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers) reaches out to others, nationally and
locally.  The theme this year is “Live Adventurously”, which comes from
Quaker teaching.  Quakers have been meeting in Sibford Gower and
the local area since 1668 and we hope you will join us for some of the
events during Sibford Quaker Week.

On Monday 5 October, the Meeting House in Sibford Gower is holding
an evening of entertainment featuring music and drama students from
the school. The evening starts with refreshments at 6.30 pm.

On Tuesday, the school will host a talk by archivist Mike Finch, a
former Sibford pupil and employee and author of the school’s official
history, ‘A View from the Hill’, copies of which will be available for sale
on the night. Mike will talk about the history of Sibford School, which
can trace its origins back to 1842, and look at the inspiration and
challenges that have influenced it over the years. Refreshments will be
served from 6 pm and the talk will start at 6.30 pm in the school hall.

On Wednesday, from 7 pm - 8 pm, there will be a discussion group at
the Meeting House: ‘Living Adventurously … a glimpse of who we are
and how we seek out our faith’ and on Friday lunchtime, from 1.15 pm
-1.45 pm, the school plays host to a Meeting for Worship.

The week concludes on Sunday at 10.30 am with a Meeting for Worship
at the Meeting House in Sibford Gower, followed by morning coffee
where a FairTrade shop will be open.

Zoë Connor, Head of RS at Sibford School and member of Sibford
Meeting said, “Over the years, Quakers have made a significant impact
on the villages of Sibford Gower, Burdrop and Sibford Ferris and this is
a chance to find out more. All events, whether at the Meeting House or
at Sibford School are free of charge and are open to everyone.”

www.banburyeveshamquakers.org.uk



  SIBFORDS WALKING GROUP
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Forthcoming Walks
5 October, 19 October, 2 November, 16 November,

30 November, 14 December, 4 January

Leaving the village hall on foot or by car at 10.00 am sharp to
do a circuit of approximately 2 hours’ duration. Dogs welcome
provided they are put on leads when requested. Walking boots
and poles are recommended but not compulsory. Everybody
welcome. Enquiries to Sue Bannister T: 01295 780365 or
E: sebannister@gmail.com

Please notify Sue, village footpaths warden, if you discover
things that need repairing or cutting back on the footpaths
within the Sibfords’ parishes.

HOLIDAY LET
For 1 or 2 people

In quiet, self-contained
annexe

Contact Judy Abbott
T: 01295 780731

CHRISTMAS SIBFORD SCENE
Please note that

December and January is a
combined issue, so please plan

ahead and get your news to us in
plenty of time

(deadline 19 November)

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc.

Mat & Studio Master Teacher
offers bespoke one to one

and duet sessions training on
specialised pilates equipment.

Reformers, chairs, barrels
& Cadillac plus small group

matwork classes.

For all Levels from Beginners to
Advanced.

T: 01295 780279
Mobile:  07905 953300

E: mw1@linuxwaves.com
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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     SIBFORD WI

September 2015 - On 8 September, we met at The Wykham
Arms for a sumptuous cream tea - our thanks to Debbie and
Damian. Mollie Mulley was our special guest and she brought with
her the brand new Sibford WI banner that has taken her eight
months to design and handstitch. As she removed the cover for
the presentation, there were gasps of admiration for Mollie’s
exquisite workmanship depicting scenes of the Sibfords. Sibford
WI was formed in 1928 and, until now, has never had a banner,
and we are very grateful to Mollie for taking on such a challenging
and lengthy task for the benefit of our Institute and villages. Our
banner was in time to be included in the Oxfordshire Federation
Banner Parade and Service on 15 September at Christchurch
Cathedral, Oxford, celebrating 100 years of the WI. Glennis
Hardman carried our banner, escorted by Lynda Conway. Barbara
Crabtree, Valerie Taylor and Mollie also attended.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 13 October, when Ronald
Horniblew  from Luton will share his experiences of being a Father
Christmas over many years. Ron has entered and won many
competitions and appeared on the Richard & Judy Show. His
illustrated talk promises to be very entertaining and visitors are
welcome to join us in the Village Hall at 2 pm.

        Glennis Hardman

ALL JAM AND JERUSALEM?

NO! In fact very few Institutes sing Jerusalem now and not many
of us make jam. There are so many misconceptions about the
Women’s Institute that we need to make a few facts clear: yes,
we have a competition every meeting but you don’t have to
enter; and not all of us have the time or inclination to make cakes
so our refreshment table does not always include homemade
items. We do however have a good range of speakers and some
lovely outings, so why not give us try? You will receive a very
warm welcome. We meet at the Village Hall on the second
Tuesday of the month at 2 pm. If you would like further
information just ring our President, Glennis Hardman T: 780391,
or look in the Sibford Scene for our next meeting and come along!
We look forward to seeing you.



Tell us your news.
Let us know what you and your families have been up to.

E: sibford.scene@btinternet.com

A VERY BELATED WELCOME to Trina Crilley and Bob Davies who
moved into Holly Mount (one of the finest houses in the Sibfords,
Ed.) in March this year. Australian national Trina is an anaesthetist
in the Oxford Deanery, and Bob is a Physics graduate and qualified
secondary school teacher currently working as an IT Systems
Trainer. He also offers private Physics, Maths and IT tuition. Trina
loves pottering about her wonderful garden, and they both enjoy
watching daily life unfold from their kitchen window, from Shetland
ponies taking a stroll down Bonds End Lane to the countless dogs
that look like they've enjoyed a run in the fields. They would both
like to say thank you for the warm welcome they have received
from Sibfordians.

Another FANTASTIC ACHIEVEMENT for David Bennett (aged 72)
who, with daughter Suzie, completed the Great North Run’s 13
mile, 192.5 yard course in an impressive 2H 03M 56S, finishing
13,648 and 13,649 respectively and raising a three figure sum for
the Marie Curie charity. This was David’s 30th Great North Run and
he would like to thank his friends in the local community for their
generous support, as well as their encouragement during training.

Trading in the Sibfords since 1992
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 SIBFORD GRAPEVINE

WELL DONE Team Burdropians Fiona Pidgeon, Jane Meyler, Annie
Skowronska and honorary Burdropian for the night, Maggie Guy,
who took part in a charity nightime Culture Crawl around Oxford in
aid of Maggie’s Centres, which provide free, practical support for
people with cancer and their families. Discoveries en route included
a Story Museum tucked away in a back street, learning that the
famous court phrase ‘going down’ originated at Oxford Crown
Court, and that Christchurch Cathedral time runs five minutes
behind Greenwich Mean Time. A fascinating and fun night which
raised a very decent £885 for a worthy cause.

CONGRATULATIONS to Bill Crabtree, who enjoyed resounding
success at this year’s Moreton Show, winning 1st in class and
Breed Champion with a three year old Hebridean ewe, 2nd with a
two year old ram, and 3rd with a shearling. Bill was also placed 5th
with a ewe lamb.

WE’LL MISS YOU to the Gower’s great Royal Mail postie, Steve,
who sadly is being moved on to the Shutford round. We’ll miss
Steve’s friendly smile, chat and the ‘extra mile’ he goes for us all.
Our loss is Shutford’s gain.
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Bed & Breakfast
AGDON FARM

Nr Brailes
Comfortable rooms

in old stone farmhouse
Maggie Cripps

T: 01608 685226

WINTER SUN in Ras al Khaimah, UAE
When we are not working in the UAE
our home is available for people to

escape the UK winter.
Pool, beach, bar, restaurants, cities,

mountains and lots of desert!
Living room and kitchen, double

bedroom, bathroom, cloakroom, private
balcony overlooking gardens, sleeps 4,

£350 per week.
Contact Lucy on T: 01295 780469

RICHARD WALLINGTON
BUILDER

Block paver drives a speciality
Also extensions, patios

fencing etc.
High Quality Work - Free Estimates

T  01295 780705
Mobile  07743 932545

(Sibford Gower)

THE VILLAGE SHOP
HOOK NORTON
*National Lottery*

Grocery - Greengrocery - Bakery - Wines
Spirits - Confectionery - Newspapers

Magazines - Cards - Bottled Gas
Open Monday to Friday

8 am to 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
Sunday 8 am to 6 pm

Telephone: 01608 737245
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Miss ’T’ Catering

Catering for events including
anniversaries, weddings,

christenings, birthday parties,
funerals

and private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Also available
Cutlery and crockery hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:
Mobile T: 07841 910037
Home T: 01295 788924

QUALITY FISH DIRECT
FROM GRIMSBY MARKET
Proprietor: Nikki Rayner
T:  07871 879197

www.qualityfishgrimsby.co.uk

Freshest fish and shellfish direct from
Grimsby to Sibford Village Hall EVERY
MONDAY from 4  ‘til 5.30 pm.

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Quiz Night - Our annual Quiz will be held on 14 November.
Licensed bar from 7 pm and Quiz starts at 7.30 pm. Teams of up
to 6 people are welcome, so send your team name to Muriel
T: 780025 to reserve your place. A Ploughman’s supper is
included in the entry fee of £8 per person.

Film Nights - Please see the front and back covers for details of
October and November film showing times. 1 October - The
Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel is a sequel to the 2012 film and
features many of the same characters and actors, including Judi
Dench, Bill Nighy and Maggie Smith. 29 October - The Dark Horse
is based on the real life story of Genesis Potini, a brilliant New
Zealand chess player and bipolar disorder sufferer, who found his
purpose in life by passing on his knowledge of chess to the
community.

Village Hall Lottery - The lucky winners for August are:
1st - Peter Abbott, 2nd - Kate Wood, 3rd - Mr C B & Mrs G Watts,
4th - Nic Durrant.

Sibford Hall Promotions - Check the website:
thesibfords.org.uk/sibford-hall-promotions for info on forthcoming
events. To book the Village Hall, contact Ginny via the website or
on T: 780373.

Victoria Smith
MASSAGE THERAPIST

@ Serenity, Sibford Gower
"Life takes it out of you, but

massage puts it back"

T: 07974 231571
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THE  SIBFORDS SOCIETY

The scheduled speaker for our 17 September
meeting was unable to attend due to illness. We hope to hear the talk
from Julie Ann Godson at a later date. We were fortunate though to
welcome Mark Davies from Oxford, who gave a presentation on Daniel
Harris, the jailer at Oxford County prison between 1786 and 1809.
During his tenure, 18 public executions took place at the prison. A man
of many talents - including builder, engineer, architect and artist - Daniel
Harris was also responsible for major improvements to locks on 30 miles
of the Thames between Rushey and Nuneham, using prisoners as
labourers in return for reduced sentences. When the construction of
Oxford’s canal was completed in 1789, Harris designed and built the
Oxford Canal Company headquarters and, after he left the prison service
in 1809, he went on to build Abingdon prison in 1812. He also painted
and some of his works were exhibited at the Royal Academy. Altogether,
a varied and interesting career.

Forthcoming meetings:

Thursday 15 October - Talk by Maureen Hicks on The Sibfords 1914 -
1918. Doors open at 7.45 pm and the talk starts at 8.00 pm.

Thursday 19 November - Talk by Dr Richard Buckley from Leicester
University’s Department of Archaeology on Richard III - The King under
the Car Park. In August 2012, the University of Leicester, in collaboration
with the Richard III Society and Leicester City Council, began one of the
most ambitious archaeological projects ever attempted: to search for the
lost grave of King Richard III, the last English king to die in battle. Come
along and hear the fascinating story of the King under the Car Park.

The Sibfords Society welcomes new members. Meetings are held once a
month on a Thursday at 8 pm at the Village Hall, unless specified.
Membership is £10 pa and visitors are welcome at £2 per visit. For
further information, please contact Chairman, Bryan Mills
E: bryanm@cvs-ltd.com

GODSWELL NATURAL THERAPY CENTRE
Godswell Lodge, Church Street, Bloxham,

OX15 4ES  T: 01295 722788
Acupuncture • Body & Face Therapies • Bowen
Technique • Chiropody/Podiatry • Cognitive

Behavioural Therapy (CBT) •  Continence Advice
for women & men • Counselling •; Cranio-Sacral

Therapy• Homeopathy • Hypnotherapy • Lymphatic
Drainage Massage • Massage (deep tissue, hot
stone & Indian Head) • McTimoney-Corley Spinal

Therapy • Nutritional Therapy •
Fully qualified and professional therapists

www.bloxhamsurgery.co.uk



Open Tuesday to Saturday 9am-4pm
Plus late night Wednesday's

Specialists in Environ and Guinot
Facials and Skincare

OPI Manicure and Pedicures
Waxing, Massage, Lash Tinting

and Removal of  Skin Blemishes
Stockist of Jane Iredale

Mineral Make-Up
Contact Jo direct by email on

joplum22@yahoo.com
text 07891 220275 or leave a message on

01295 788463
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Self contained ground floor
apartment; open plan lounge/

kitchen /diner, 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, shared use of

private garden/pool, panoramic
lake views, close to bars,

restaurants, shops and lake
ferry.

See us on
www.ownersdirect.co.uk

property ref IT12664

Or for further details, please
contact local residents:

linckchick@gmail.com

As I write this we have just returned from the
Wykham Arms where we have enjoyed a

smashing lunch.  Our thanks go to Damian and Debbie for looking after
us so well.  May we come again?

Our Meeting on 6 October is one of celebration for Honorary Member
Mrs Beat Tanner who is 105 this year!

On our trip on 20 October we shall be lunching at The New Inn at
Clifton Chambers and afterwards a quick visit to the Stratford Garden
Centre which is not far away. There will a few seats if anyone wishes to
join us. And, on the subject of JOINING, why not come and join us for
a visit on 3 November and see what mischief - no, what FUN - we
oldies can have!

    FRIENDSHIP CLUB

FARMHOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST

GRANGE FARM, SWALCLIFFE

Enjoy warm hospitality and
peaceful surroundings in our
comfortable 18th C farmhouse

CONTACT BARBARA TAYLOR
T: 01295 780206 or

07712 895728
www.swalcliffegrange.com

The Friendship Club meets on the
first and third Tuesday of the
month at the Village Hall, from
2 pm - 4 pm. The first Tuesday is
a meeting at the Village Hall and
the third Tuesday is often an
outing.

Join us - everyone is very
welcome!

Evey Boughton
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Police T: 101 • Crimestoppers T: 0800 555111 •

Trading Standards T: 0845 0510845

We have had the following warnings about ‘phone and internet fraud:
BOGUS WEBSITES - Fraudsters have created high spec websites
advertising flat screen TVs for sale with payment via bank transfer.
Payments made by bank transfer are not protected.  Use credit cards or
PayPal.  Check the company’s authenticity using https://who.is and be
wary of newly-created domains.

PUPPIES ADVERTISED FOR SALE on popular online websites. Fraudsters
often ask for extra payments for couriers, shipping fees, vet bills. If you
must buy a puppy online, stay within auction guidelines, be wary of
paying fees by bureaux like MoneyGram and Western Union, research the
seller’s phone number and email address.  Arrange to meet face-to-face
to agree your purchase.

PARCEL MULES are a reshipping scam. Victims are recruited as ‘freight
forwarders’ through job ads and dating websites and persuaded to have
goods delivered to their addresses and pay for postage for sending them
on. You will be handling stolen goods. Do not agree to receive packages
for someone you do not know, and never give personal or bank details.
Always report anything suspicious and for fraud ‘phone FRAUD ALERT
0300 123 2040 or visit www.action fraud.police.uk.

All Types of Fuel, Coal, Smokeless, Gas,
Logs Kindling, Barbecue Needs, Central

Heating Oil, Oil Tanks & Coal Bunkers
Landscape & Building Materials

Garden Centre & Garden Supplies,
Farm & Country Sundries

Equestrian Products, Horse & Pet Feeds
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422),

Oxhill, Warwickshire CV35 ORP
Tel: 01926 642832   Fax: 01926 642853

www.redhorsevale.co.uk

For Practical Garden
Assistance

Please contact Nick Taylor
T 07425 136992

E johnnicktaylor31@gmail.com
01295 680206 or 01295 788397

All types of garden work undertaken

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT,

SEASONED, HARDWOOD LOGS
STACKING SERVICE AVAILABLE

DAVID RANDALL
01608 738109 or 07581 205451

E: katylou63@sky.com
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LOCAL NEWS

SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2015
4.00 pm, Swalcliffe Church

Acclaimed International cellist
Orlando Jopling plays Bach Cello Suites

www.cellopilgrimage.co.uk

A magical afternoon of soulful and virtuoso cello music
played in candlelight. Tea and delicious homemade
cakes will be served in the interval. Tickets £12.50
(under 16 free). Please send cheques, payable to Swalcliffe PCC together
with SAE, to Gay Harris, Tyne Hill Farm, Sibford Gower, OX15 5AD.
Further information from Gay Harris on T: 01295 788427 or
E: gay.harris@virgin.net

Colour Analysis by Annie Broe

I will show you which colours are best for you.

Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.

You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier.

You will feel more confident.Colours are very powerful – use this power to your
advantage and look fantastic!

Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present

For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or E: annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

New Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV
full sized family 4x4 plug-in hybrid,

incredible mpg & zero road tax

Extensive stock of new and
used cars & 4x4’s,
economical & low road tax
Part exchange welcome
MOT All makes servicing
Parts Bodyshop Fuel
We look forward to seeing you,

SIBFORD GOWER PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA
BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS

SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER
Gates open 5.00pm

Advance tickets available until Thursday 5 November
from Emma Wood: shutfordgrounds@gmail.com

Advance ticket prices:  Family £12; Adult £5; Child £3
Prices on the night:  Family £20; Adult £6; Child £4

Email confirmation will be sent and names and payment due
will be added to a list on the gate

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS
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Society of Friends Sibford Gower, Sunday, 10.30 am
Roman Catholic Mass Wroxton, Sunday, 9.00 am
 Brailes, Sunday, 11.30 am
Baptist Hook Norton, Sunday, 10.30 am

Holy Trinity Church, October 2015
4 Oct  10.00 am Benefice Eucharist for Harvest,

Swalcliffe Church (RH)

10 Oct     4.30 pm Family Harvest Festival (RH), followed
by Harvest Tea. Everyone is welcome. Please bring a small plate
of finger food to share.  And if you sing, juggle, play the spoons
or whatever, we’d love the harvest of your talent too, so bring
your act. GIFTS OF TINS AND PACKET FOOD (all in date please)
for Polly.

11 Oct    8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion (RH)
            11.00 am  Harvest Service with the Methodist
   congregation (Methodist)

18 Oct     St Luke
    9.30 am  Holy Communion (EH)

25 Oct   Bible Sunday (RH)
   9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion
(RH = Ronald Hawkes, EH = Liz Hawkes)

Grave talk - An opportunity to talk about ‘the last taboo’: death.
Well, it doesn’t sound like fun does it? But I can say with a fair
degree of certainty that every single one of us will need to
address the issue one day. Personally. So why not come along
and enjoy coffee and cake (cake is obligatory) and talk with
others about:

What would you like your legacy to be?
What form would you like your funeral service to take?
What do you think “life after death” means?

And other similar, related question starters. There is no teaching,
no test, no fee, no fuss, no expectations. It’s for believers, non-
believers, not-sures, church-goers, church-haters; You’re ALL
welcome. Sibford Village Hall, Saturday 14 November from 10.30
am – 12 noon.  Just so I have enough cake, let me know, eh?
E: reverendronald1954@gmail.com

CHURCH SERVICES



Cherwell Rural Dial-A-Ride Scheme
A minibus with tail-lift to take the elderly or disabled and escort to

Banbury (max fare £1.60) Door-to-Door service. Book at least one day in
advance. Operates on Wednesdays & Thursdays.

T: 01295 263777 for details.
BCTA also takes bookings for groups of 8 or more on a

weekly/monthly basis (Wednesdays & Thursdays) to and from
Banbury. T: 01295 263777

Stagecoach – Timetable
Mondays to Saturdays

(No services on Sundays or public holidays)

Bus 50A Banbury to Stratford-upon-Avon
Banbury, bus station .................08.30  10.55 12.45 14.26 16.05 17.10 18.10
Sibford Ferris, crossroads......08.52  11.17 13.07 14.48 16.27 17.32 18.32
Sibford Gower, school .............08.55  11.20 13.10 14.51 16.30 17.35 18.35
Shipston on Stour ........................09.15 11.40 13.35 15.11 16.50 17.55 18.55
Stratford on Avon, Wood St  09.40  12.09 14.04 15.40 17.19 18.24 19.24

Bus 50A Stratford-upon-Avon to Banbury
           Sch     Term

         NS               hols     time
Stratford, Wood St ...........06.20  07.10  09.05  11.10  13.10 15.10  15.24  16.24
S Gower, school ................07.04  07.55  09.56  11.56  13.56 15.56  16.10  17.14
S Ferris, crossroads .......07.07  07.58  09.59  11.59  13.59 15.59  16.13  17.17
Banbury, bus station .....07.28  08.25  10.21  12.21  14.21 16.21 16.35  17.39

NS Not Saturdays

All buses operate low floor wheelchair accessible vehicles. For complete
details of all stops served by service 50A, timetables are available from
the Tourist Information Centre, Castle Quay, Banbury.

Fares
Sibford Ferris & Sibford Gower to Banbury:
Single £2.90 (Child £1.45) Return £5.35 (Child £2.70)

Sibford Ferris & Sibford Gower to Stratford:
Single £4.90 (Child £3.30) Return £7.30 (Child £4.90)

Unlimited Travel Cards are available for 1, 7 or 28 days but are regional
and must be bought in advance. Contact the Stagecoach office, Stratford
T: 01789 412680.

SIBFORD BUS SERVICES
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OCTOBER
Thur  1  Film Night: The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,

Village Hall, 7.30 pm
Sat 3  Purcell School Concert, Sibford School, 7.00 pm
Mon  5  Sibford Gower Parish Council Meeting,

Primary School, 8 pm
Tues  6  Mobile Library in Sibford Gower, 2.30 - 3.30 pm
Sat  10 Family Harvest Festival and tea, 4.30 pm
Mon  19 Sibford School half term begins
Tues 20 Mobile Library in Sibford Gower, 2.30 - 3.30 pm
Fri  23  Primary School half term begins
Sun   25 Clocks change! Back one hour to GMT, 2 am
Thur 29 Film Night: The Dark Horse, Village Hall, 7.30 pm

OCTOBER BIN COLLECTIONS

Green   Wednesday 7 & 21 October
Brown/blue  Wednesday 14 & 28 October

NOVEMBER (part)
Tues  3  Mobile Library in Sibford Gower, 2.30 - 3.30 pm
Sat    7  Bonfire & Fireworks, Primary School, from 5 pm
Sun   8  Remembrance Day service, Ypres war graves visit

presentation & curry lunch, Village Hall
Sun   8  Orlando Joplin concert, Swalcliffe Church, 4 pm
Tues  17 Mobile Library in Sibford Gower, 2.30 - 3.30 pm
Fri 20 & Winter Pop Up, Home Farm, Sibford Ferris, 10 am - 4 pm
Sat  21 Winter Pop Up, Home Farm, 10 am - 4 pm
Thur  26 Film Night: The Choir, Village Hall, 7.30 pm

SIBFORD SCENE
DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE - 18 OCTOBER 2015

Editor: Caroline Seely, Home Farm, Sibford Gower, OX15 5RS
E: sibford.scene@btinternet.com

Ad Manager & Treasurer: Ivor Hopkyns, Elmridge Farmhouse,
Sibford Gower, OX15 5RT

T: 01295 788367
E: sallyandivorhopkyns@hotmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Front cover pic: The Old Rectory, Sibford Gower, by Barney Wood aged 10.


