
Sibford Gower PC Chairman’s Report 2016 

There have been four meetings of the PC during the year. 

Miriam Tebbs land: the land has been cleared and the hedge laid very expertly 
by Nigel Prickett. We shall proceed with planting the apple trees very soon. We 
are very grateful to TOE2 for their grant to cover the costs of this work. 

High speed Broadband: Tim Huckvale informs me that this will arrive in 
Burdrop this summer, though the Ferris will have to wait longer. 

Village pond: on the advice of a legal expert resident it was decided not to 
proceed with the question of who owned the pond. 

 

Joint Gower and Ferris business 

O2 and vodaphone mast at Sibford Elm is proposed (not EE), and will be 
discussed at the Ferris PC. 

Village Power Consumption Project: this grant was awarded to the Ferris but we 
are hoping to collaborate with them. 

The budget cuts imposed by Oxfordshire CC are a serious worry:  

On waste disposal we have not yet had any information about the proposal to 
close the Alkerton tip. 

However OCC has decided to withdraw all rural bus subsidies from the end of 
July. This clearly affects the 50A service from Stratford to Banbury. We are in a 
better position than most villages, because Warwickshire CC will continue to 
subsidise part of the route. Negotiations are going on for a new contract, which 
will probably mean a reduction of the service from 7 buses a day each way to 
four. We hope to hear more in early May. 

I am attending a meeting at Wroxton later this month to discuss whether we can 
create a consortium of north Oxon villages to take over some of the services that 
OCC is abandoning; in the meantime the PC has agreed to spend a small sum on 
a third cutting of the verges this year in addition to the two that OCC is prepared 
to pay for. 

 



Planning 

There have been 24 planning applications this year, mostly for things like 
extensions or tree work. But four perhaps warrant specific mention: 

Yew Tree House: a proposal for restoration of this important listed but run 
down property was made by Mr and Mrs Mallows; it was accompanied by an 
extremely interesting history of the house and its relationship to the village 
prepared by a professional expert, which with their permission has been 
deposited with the Sibfords Society. The PC thought the restoration was 
sympathetic and imaginative, and recommended it strongly to the Cherwell 
planners. We look forward to its completion. 

Muddle Barn Farm: The plans for a large Georgian mansion with Victorian 
extensions were twice submitted to Cherwell: on both occasions the PC offered 
detailed objections. Two of your parish councillors attended the Planning 
meeting of Cherwell at which it was to be discussed, but half an hour before the 
meeting the proposal was withdrawn. However the Planning department had 
already recommended refusal on the following grounds: 

Recommendation – Refuse, for the following reason: 

The proposal would result in a considerably larger dwelling than the one 
it would replace, on a different siting and not within the curtilage of the 
existing dwelling, and would not be for an agricultural or other land 
based business. Therefore, by virtue of its scale and siting, the proposal 
would not constitute an appropriate replacement dwelling and would 
result in a new dwelling in an isolated location in the countryside. In 
addition, by virtue of its scale, design and siting, the proposal would fail 
to preserve the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and 
adversely affect the character and visual amenity of the local landscape. 
The proposal therefore conflicts with Policies H17 and H18 of the 
Cherwell Local Plan 1996, policies ESD13 and ESD15 of the Cherwell 
Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and paragraphs 17 and 55 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

These are essentially the grounds on which your PC had already objected, and it 
is not easy to see in what form the proposal can be resubmitted. 

Haynes Barn: permission has already been granted for conversion of this 
derelict barn into a dwelling; the new purchasers wished to run a smallholding 



from it, and requested permission for an agricultural barn to be added. The PC 
were divided in their comments, but Cherwell has permitted the development. 

These two applications have raised the question of the Sib valley, and in a 
recent consultation with Cherwell the PC has asked for special protection for 
this area to the south of the village, and for greater clarity in future planning 
policies about the concept of the village envelope. 

Bishop Blaize: Apart from the usual cycle of applications, refusals, Planning 
appeals and Inspectors’ refusals, there has been an important development. The 
PC with the support of the Ferris had previously twice failed to have this 
property designated as an Asset of Community Value: the refusal had been on 
the grounds that it was exempt because it was in actual occupation as a private 
dwelling, albeit illegally; however in January the owners advertised it for sale as 
a public house, and were no longer in occupation. So the PC applied again on 
the same grounds as before, and Cherwell finally agreed to add it to the list. The 
owners are contesting this, and next week I shall have to attend a hearing at 
Bodicote House to defend the listing. I believe that it will be upheld. 

One consequence of this is to allow the community to enter into negotiations for 
the purchase of the property; in order to do so we must set up within a specified 
time frame a Community Interest Group, which may be either a charity or a 
parish council or a not-for-profit company. We have decided not to do this until 
we have called a Public Meeting of the two villages, the Gower and the 
Ferris, to take place at 7 pm on 20th June in the Village Hall; this meeting 
will seek to ascertain the wishes of the two villages, and explore ways forward. 
For instance a successful community purchase may use the Bishop Blaize not 
necessarily or wholly as a pub, as long as it is “a non-ancillary use of the Asset 
which will further (whether or not in the same way) the social wellbeing or 
social interests of the local community”. 

In the meantime the existence of the ACV means that Cherwell will not permit 
any change in the Planning status of the property, which must remain that of A4 
Drinking Establishment. 

The announcement of this public meeting will appear in the Sibford Scene and 
the website, and will also be circulated. 

[Gil Soden reported on plans for the Queen’s birthday and on the progress in 
setting up a First Responder and Defibrillator service.] 


