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Minutes of Sibford Gower Annual Parish Meeting 

held in Sibford Village Hall 
on Monday, 19th May 2014 

 
Present 
Parish Cllrs Peter Abbott,  Oswyn Murray (Chairman), Alan Parkin and Mrs Gilian 
Soden.  Peter Hardman (Clerk). 
County & District Cllr George Reynolds. 
Twenty two Local Residents.  
  
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Parish Cllr Mrs Sue Bannister 
 
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th May 2013 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
Thames Valley Police Matters 
Prior to the next stage of the Meeting, the Chairman introduced Police Sgt Rebecca 
Fishwick (Thames Valley Police) who gave a brief outline of what her responsibilities 
are. She has a team of six (two part-time) and they cover thirty eight villages in this area. 
With regard to reported crimes in the Parish, there were six offences during the course of 
a year. Amongst other duties, they organise Crime Prevention Events and keep close 
contact with Neighbourhood Watches.  Some residents raised the problems caused by 
parked cars especially those left at road junctions. Sgt Fishwick asked that she be 
provided with details and, as such cars at junctions are illegally parked, she would take 
appropriate action.  
 
Highway & Footpath Matters 
Mr Maurice Sheehan (Area Steward, Oxfordshire Highways) had accepted an invitation 
to the Meeting but, because of a last minute domestic situation, was unable to be present.. 
However, he will be invited to attend the next Parish Council Meeting which is on 9th 
June 2014 prior to which he will be provided with questions and comments raised at this 
Meeting. They included drains in Acre Ditch and Colony Road. Fly-tipping in Pound 
Lane and better road signage in Hawkes Lane. Once again raised by Mr Fred Inns was 
the matter of gates to a property in Burdrop Corner which, from time to time, swing open 
towards the road and are a potential hazard. This situation has reported time and time 
again to Cherwell District Council but with no result.   
 
Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman presented his report with reference made to the following subjects:- 
Sibford Gower Matters 
The Bishops End/Blaize continuing situation 
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Joint matters between Sibford Gower Parish Council and Sibford Ferris Parish Council 
Broadband 
Allotments 
Defibrillator 
Temple Mill 
Self help 
 
It was agreed to write to Sibford Ferris Parish Council asking them to approach 
Oxfordshire County Council to provide a clear sign of priority for the single track road at 
Temple Mill. 
Please see Appx A for the full Report 
 
Clerk’s & Financial Report 
The Council’s Financial accounts for the year ended 31st March 2014 have been 
completed and, as always, thanks were expressed to Mr David Soden for completing the 
Internal Examination. They will be submitted to the External Auditor. 
Please see Appx C for the full Report. 
 
Report by The Town Estate Charity 
The Report was presented by Mrs Jean White and provides details for the year 2013 -  
2014 
Please see Appx D for the full Report. 
 
Report by The Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
Mrs Mollie Mulley presented her Report. 
Please see Appx E for the full Report 
 
Sibford Village Hall Report 
The Report was presented by Muriel Chandler. 
Please see Appx F for the full Report. 
 
The Sibford’s Community Plan 
The Report  comprising the following subject headings was given by Mrs Sue 
Mattinson:- 
 Parish Council Actions and Initiatives / Voluntary and Interest Groups Actions and Initiatives 
Housing and Planning 
Roads, Traffic, Footpaths and Bridleways 
Environment 
Leisure and Recreation 
Community Facilities 
Business and Economy 
Please see Appx G for the full Report 
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Any Other Business 
Parking in Main Street was again discussed. It was agreed to ask for a Keep Clear sign 
opposite the telephone box. The Chairman had compiled a list of Parish Council minutes 
back to 1973 (See Appx B). He offered to meet with Mrs Mulley to discuss parking 
opposite the Old Rectory. 
 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked those who 
presented the Reports and all present for attending and declared the Meeting closed 
at 9.40pm. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appx A 

Chairman’s Report 2014 

 

This is my third annual report, and I begin to feel as if I am presenting a State of the 
Union message. 

There have been three PC meetings in the past year, in June, October and January, 
attended by between 7 and 15 local residents. That is one fewer meetings than we are 
supposed to have, and we apologise for the lack on entertainment; we can only plead the 
excitement of a second public inquiry and an election year that interrupted the normal 
schedule. There will however be a statutory meeting early in June immediately after the 
election which takes place on Thursday.  

You may be surprised to hear that in the words of the Polish Soviet joke, ‘Despite the fact 
that the results have already been announced the election will take place next Thursday.’ 
This is because your councillors were all willing to stand again, and no other candidates 
put their names forward. Is this democracy I ask myself? But it has one major advantage: 
the cost of a contested election is approximately £700, which is borne directly by each of 
you householders in your parish council tax. So your failure to oppose us has saved you 
all a lot of money. And in defence of your council, where we have needed to resort to co-
option, we have tried over the years both to balance out the different areas of the village, 
and also to welcome newcomers alongside the older established inhabitants, so that we 
represent the variety of views that exist in any small community.  

Sibford Gower Matters 

Leaving aside tree applications, during the past year there have been 8 planning 
applications, three of them on the same property; with the exception of these the others 
have been uncontroversial.  

The application to have the pond declared a village green has been submitted, and has for 
some months been on the desk of the Cherwell DC solicitor. We are informed that even 
when registered as a town green that does not imply that the village owns the pond, 
which would require a separate application.  

The Bishops End/Blaize saga continues.  

The second Planning Inquiry was published in August 2013 and upheld the view of your  
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PC that the property was potentially viable as a public house; the appeal was dismissed. 
CDC are proceeding with ‘a prosecution for the criminal offence of failing to comply  

with the requirements of a valid enforcement order’; the case will be heard over five days 
in Oxford Crown Court. It is important that as many villagers as possible attend these 
court proceedings, and we will do our best to keep you informed about this.      

On the other hand a second application to Cherwell DC to have the property declared an 
asset of community value was rejected, on the grounds that a property used as a private 
dwelling, whether legally or not, was exempt from the provisions of the Act. On 17th 
February an appeal to permit the conversion of the former bottle store into holiday letting 
accommodation was allowed under strict conditions.  Various official complaints against 
your PC have been made. In September a complaint against the Chairman for acting 
improperly was rejected by the solicitor appointed in a 100 page document whose cost to 
the community was approximately £5000. The Clerk has now received and replied to a 
letter from The Information Commissioners Office about a complaint that he has failed to 
comply with the Freedom of Information Act.  

In this last respect we should make it clear that the PC has no records and holds no 
information about any individual in the community other than what is contained in the 
public minutes of PC meetings or is available in public planning applications or public 
submissions to responsible bodies such as Public Inquiries. These are all readily available 
in the appropriate quarters.  

Highways 

I hope everyone will agree that the Bonds End Lane junction, which has been a bone of 
contention since cars were invented or at least (according to the PC minutes) since 1988, 
is now much more satisfactory thanks to the cutting back of the vegetation which hid the 
traffic signs, and the agreement to restrict parking to one car at that point. I am grateful to 
everyone who co-operated to achieve that result. On the different question of parking I 
refer you to the explanation for our failure to hold a public meeting to the Minutes of 27 
January, and the subsequent email from OCC Highways.  In the absence of any 
representative from OCC Highways, I suggest we leave wider discussion of parking to 
the end of the meeting.  
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Joint matters between SGPC and SFPC 

At the start of this year we took over the maintenance of the village churchyard from the 
parochial church council (we already look after the new burial ground together with 
Sibford Ferris PC). As you know for some years now we have been contributing half the 
cost out of the parish precept. Although in strict law the burden of the cost of a disused 
churchyard falls only on the parish in which it is situated, regardless of whether it is used 
by two parishes, we have come to an agreement with SFPC that they will contribute half 
the total cost. The contract has been awarded by competitive tender, and two cuttings 
have already taken place: we shall monitor carefully the quality of the upkeep.  

Broadband appears to be marching slowly forward: it is about to arrive in West Oxon, 
but there is as yet no sign whether we shall be connected via Chippy or Banbury.  

Allotments: you have all seen the notice in the Sibford Scene. The two PCs are agreed 
that it is their duty to provide but not to run allotments, and we have been waiting now 
for some months for an Allotment Committee to be formed: this is your last chance: we 
will abandon our efforts if no-one comes forward. 

The two PCs have agreed to promote the provision of a defibrillator. The Town Estates 
Charity has given half the cost on behalf of the Gower, and the Ferris will provide the 
other half. I hope that we will be able to organise this over the next few months, 
following the example of Epwell PC. This will involve a group of volunteers to be trained 
as Emergency Responders and a place to install it (perhaps the porch of the village hall). 

Temple Mill: should we ask for a sign giving right of way to those coming from SG end 
over those coming from HN? 

Finally Self help cutting back roadside hedges, washing road signs, annual litter pick 
road salting planning applications notification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appx B 

SIBFORD GOWER PARISH COUNCIL 

HISTORIC MINUTES ON VILLAGE GREEN PARKING ETC 

10 April 1973 p. 119 Correspondence received Letter from the Vicar 7.2.73 concerning 
the condition of his house frontage. The Clerk was asked to reply and to further enquire 
as to the responsibility for the frontage. [No further action recorded] 

3 May 1985 Mr F. Inns asked about the ownership of the grounds around the pond. He is 
concerned that householder’s usage of these lands may be regarded as ownership.  The 
chairman commented that he thought these were Highways Registered land but this 
would be checked by the Parish Council. 

22 April 1988: p. 185. Mr Inns asked whether the road which used to run round the Green 
by the pond could be re-opened to relieve the parking problem. 

11th May 1988 p. 187. It was agreed not to pursue the suggestion to apply for the former 
road round the green to be reopened. 

It was agreed that parking which obstructed the whole of the left hand traffic lane where 
Bonds End Lane emerged was dangerous and that at times this and other parking in 
Bonds End Lane have made it impossible for emergency vehicles to go down Bonds End 
Lane. 

27 Jan 1989 p.203. The Chairman raised the question of parking in Bonds End Lane and 
at the junction between Bonds End Lane and Main Street, the amount of parking  on the 
road would possibly prevent access of emergency services to the Lane and he suggested 
that the Highways Department be contacted. 

6 April 1990 p.243. Long minute discussing various options for parking. 

22 Nov 1991 p.285 NB Following discussion it was decided to contact Mr Woodall, 
Highways Department, to discuss the various options for the provision of parking in this 
area, including the possibility of using the ground immediately in front of the Old 
Vicarage. 

22 April 1993 p. 320. (Bonds End Lane) Mr Inns went on to suggest that the Council 
remove the two Yew trees planted on Council property and reinstate the path by the well 
housing as this would relieve the parking in that area which had become a problem once 
again. 
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25 March 1994 p. 337. Area outside the Old Rectory. The Clerk reported that she had 
contacted the County Engineers Dept and had spoken to Miss Pearce who informed her 
that the issue of ownership is quite separate from whether or not an area of land is part of 
the public highway.  This is an area of ancient public highway and is not in the ownership 
of the County Council. As the land outside The Old Rectory is public highway the owner 
of that area cannot use the land for any purpose other than as a general user of the public 
highway. The owner will own the sub-soil, but the surface is part of the public highway. 
The area will remain public highway even when a licence to plant is given. 

18 July 1994 p. 349 Parking problems in Pond Area The Clerk reported that several 
members of the Council had met Mr Yeatman of CDC at the pond to discuss how this 
problem could be solved. No more information had been received from Mr Yeatman. 
During the discussion about this problem it was agreed the problem could only be solved 
if all carowners parked in their own place and were more cooperative. The Council has 
done everything in their power and has come to the conclusion that it is a neighbourly 
matter and not a Parish Council matter. 

16 Sept 1994 p. 353. Letter from Cherwell refusing to take bank by pond out to make 
more parking. 

3 May 1996 p.393. Mr Inns raised the following matters ... The grassed area outside The 
Old Rectory – could it be turned back into a road. The Clerk explained that the owner of 
the Old Rectory had now a licence to plant and that the Highways were very reluctant 
turning village greens into hard standing for cars. 

Index compiled by Chairman, May 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appx C. 

Clerk’s & Financial Report 
 
The Council’s Financial Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2014 have been completed and, as always, 
thanks are expressed to Mr David Soden for completing the Internal Examination. They will now been 
submitted to the External Auditor. The financial year started off with £7,324 in the bank and ended with a 
balance of £9,590. Of this sum, £3,123 relates to the residue of a bequest of £5,000 by the last Miriam 
Tebbs. As most residents know, she bequeathed this money to the Parish Council to be used for the benefit 
of the Parish as and when suitable situations arise. Also contained within the bank balance is £1,014 held 
specifically in reserve for expenditure that may occur in connection with the developing Sibfords 
Community Plan. The reason that the bank balance is quite high is because a reserve had to be built in to 
finance the total cost of maintaining the churchyard once it is formerly closed because it is now full. Once 
formal closure takes place, the cost of maintenance falls upon the Parish Council.  During the financial year 
ended 31st March 2014 Grants were made of £1,500 to Holy Trinity Church towards maintenance of the 
Churchyard and £350 to Sibford Village Hall. Donations were made of £120 to the Sibford Scene and £100 
to Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School The Precept for the previous financial year ended 31st March 
2014 was £6,500 and the Precept for the current financial year ending 31st March 2015 was agreed at 
£6,400. 
 
The Parish Council has been supplied by Western Power Distribution with a free Parish Council Pack – 
helping people to cope during power cuts. Displayed on the table in the hall. In fact we have two. It 
contains:- 
Analogue telephone (digital cordless phones will not work during a power cut). 
Torch with batteries 
Powerbank (for charging essential items like mobile phones during a power cut). 
Rechargeable radio 
Foil blanket 
Reusable hand warmer 
Information booklet.                                                                 
Western Power Distribution is not selling this product but it is an example of useful items that it 
recommends people keep handy, all of which are readily available on the high street. 
 
Reports of all Parish Council Meetings are published in the Sibford Scene and The Banbury Guardian plus 
the Parish Council’s webpage. 
 
All financial information and details are freely available to residents from the Clerk upon request.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity of thanking the Parish Councillors for the support that they give me in 
my job as Clerk with special reference to my Chairman to whom I am most grateful for his guidance. 
 
Peter Hardman (Clerk) 
 

	
	
 
 
 
 
 



Appx D 
   THE TOWN ESTATES CHARITY 

SIBFORD GOWER AND BURDROP 
	

CHARITY NO  253440 
	
	
	
	
	

REPORT TO THE PARISH COUNCIL for the year 2013 -2014 
	
	
	
During the year, there have been two ordinary meetings and one extra meeting in addition 
to the many speedier consultations over the broadband waves. 
	
One Trustee resigned at the February meeting and Mr John Berry was co-opted to replace 
him. 
	
The management of the water supply at Heath Farm has again occupied much of the 
meeting time.  However, a new Advisor has now been appointed and it is hoped he will 
be able to make some recommendations to improve this.  His advice will also be sought 
in other areas of the farm management.   
	
The roadside hedge at Wheathills has also been discussed and arrangements are being 
made to fell a dead tree in the neighbouring boundary. 
	
The Charity continues to fund chiropody services, personal alarms and half the cost of 
coaches for outings arranged by the Friendship Club.  Two elderly residents, the 
Neighbourhood Watch  and the Sibford Society have received grants during the year and 
the Parish Council had their request for half the cost of a defibrillator met in full.  The 
Primary School received a large amount for redecorations and another amount for 
funding individual children on school trips. 
	
In accordance with the Charity rules income from this year has been distributed as 
follows: 
	
Relief in Needs  £4618 
General Benefit             £1539 
School    £3000 
	
Jean White 
Secretary 
 
Appx E 



 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT- MAY 2014 
 

Our aim is to look after our neighbours, to make Sibford Gower and Burdrop unattractive to unwanted 
visitors and to help the Police to help us. 
 
We have continued to ask our neighbours to remain aware, observant and to follow Police advice, also to 
report any suspicious behaviour or activities. 
 
Our Neighbourhood Watch Scheme is registered and we are in the Banbury Rural Area. 
 
Deborah Hextall  is the Regional Watch Co-ordinator Cherwell Area and West Oxfordshire.  She is now 
based at Banbury and Witney. She is always very helpful and supportive. The Police Team for the Banbury 
Rural Area, Sergeant Becky Fishwick, PC Richard Miller, PCSO Tom Bailey, PCSO Angie Alford and 
PCSO Lana Smith. PC Kelly Roach also helps. 
 
Our Village Team has had two changes. 
We would like to thank Mr Ian Warden who has looked after Barley Close for many years for his work, his 
loyalty and support. We welcome Mrs Ann Lewis who has taken over. 
We would also like to thank Mrs Jean Scouse for her work, loyalty and support in looking after the area 
past the pond. We welcome Mr Tony More who is taking over. 
Our Team members are Mrs Brigette Boyd, Mr Cedric Brown, Mr Peter Hardman, Mr Tony 
Haynes, Mr Fred Inns, Mrs Ann Lewis,  Mrs Jupe Marshall, Mr Tony More, Mrs Harriet 
Mountford, Mr Tom Pratt, Mr Matthew Spicer, Mrs Diana Thompson, Mr Tom West and Mr Justin 
Yates. The Team is informed directly by the Police and Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
We would like to thank the Town Estate Charity for its support and for the donation it gave us to help cover 
printing costs. 
 
We keep ‘Message In A Bottle’ pots and information sheets, which are supplied free by the Lions Club and 
are distributed by Neighbourhood Watch for residents who want them. We can also supply advice and 
information sheets supplied by the Police. 
 
Mr Tony More is approaching Mr Tim Huckvale to see if we can have a page on the village website for 
The Sibfords and he has agreed to look after it for us. 
 
We would like to thank Mr Adrian Lamb for his help and support in allowing us space in The Sibford 
Scene to help us keep the village informed, this I will continue. 
 
Last year I attended an interesting and informative Neighbourhood Watch meeting arranged by Mrs 
Deborah Hextall, where a number of speakers explained their work. 
 
We meet once each year and I try to keep the team informed by letter or if necessary in person. I would like 
to thank the team who look after their area in Sibford Gower and Burdrop. 
 
Mollie Mulley (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx F 
ANNUAL VILLAGE REPORT FOR SIBFORD GOWER ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING ON 19th MAY 2014: 
 
THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE VERY MUCH APPRECIATES THE 
DONATIONS FROM BOTH THE GOWER AND FERRIS PARISH COUNCILS AND 
ALSO THE HELP FROM THE TOWN ESTATES CHARITY. 
 
DURING THE LAST YEAR TO 31st MARCH 2014 OUR INCOME AGAINST THE 
PREVOUS YEAR WAS SLIGHTLY DOWN FROM BOTH OUR REGULAR USERS 
AND PRIVATE HIRERS ALTHOUGH OUR EXPENDITURE WAS LESS. 
WE LOST THE TWO ADULT KARATE CLASSES DURING THE YEAR AND NOW 
ONY HAVE ONE CLASS ON A SATURDAY MORNING FOR YOUNGSTERS.   
PILATES ALSO NOW ONLY HAVE ONE CLASS PER WEEK ALTHOUGH YOGA 
CLASSES HAVE RECENTLY INCREASED TO THREE CLASSES A WEEK AND 
TWO ART CLASSES TAKE PLACE EVERY WEEK IN TERM TIME.   TOTS & 
BABES USE THE HALL IN TERM TIME TWICE A WEEK AND BEAVERS, CUBS 
& SCOUTS USE THE HALL MOST WEEKS EXCLUDING SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
AND THE SAME SOCIETIES CONTINUE TO USE THE HALL. 
 
WE ARE PLEASED TO REPORT THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RECRUIT A 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ON TO THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE WHO ARE 
BRINGING IN NEW IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING AND WE RECENTLY HAD A 
“DOG WALKERS BREAKFAST” ON A SUNDAY MORNING WHICH WAS 
ENJOYED BY ALL WHO TOOK PART AND OVER THE LAST TWO MONTHS 
THE PRIVATE HIRINGS HAVE INCREASED AND WE ARE GETTING FURTHER 
ENQUIRIES INCLUDING ONE COUPLE THINKING OF HAVING THEIR 
WEDDING IN OUR HALL – IT HAS BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE WE HAVE HAD 
A WEDDING HERE..   WE HAVE A NUMBER OF OTHER FUND RAISING 
EVENTS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS YEAR WHICH INCLUDES 
ANOTHER FILM NIGHT ON TUESDAY 27th MAY, A DOG SHOW ON SATURDAY 
7th JUNE (separate to the Annual Fair this year), PLUS THE ANNUAL FAIR ON 
SATURDAY JULY 12th WITH SOME NEW IDEAS.   THERE WILL BE A BRIDGE 
DRIVE ON AN AFTERNOON IN OCTOBER, A QUIZ NIGHT IN NOVEMBER AND 
HOPEFULLY A BAND PERFORMING BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR – ALL 
WILL BE ADVERTISED IN THE SIBFORD SCENE AND WITH POSTERS.   IT IS 
INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT 12% of HALL USAGE IS BY OUR MORE SENIOR  
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CITIZENS AND 42% BY YOUNG PEOPLE UNDER THE AGE OF 16. 
 
AS WE EXPLAINED AT LAST YEAR’S PARISH MEETING AND AS THE 
VILLAGE HALL WAS BUILT NEARLY 60 YEARS AGO AND WITH THE 
ACCELERATING COST OF HEATING OIL AND ELECTRICITY, WE TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF COMMISSIONING AN ENERGY AUDIT WITH FUNDING 
FROM TOE2.   SINCE 1957 THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HAVE SPENT 
TIME AND EFFORT MAINTAINING THE FABRIC OF THE BUILDING AND  
To Page 2 
 
GENERALLY ENSURING THE BUILDING IS FIT FOR THE VARIOUS VILLAGE 
ORGANISATIONS THAT USE THE HALL AND IN 2002 THE SMALL HALL WAS 
BUILT WITH A NEW KITCHEN ETC WITH THE HELP OF A LOTTERY 
FUNDING.    
 
FROM THE ENERGY AUDIT IT WAS SUGGESTED THERE WERE THREE AREAS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT – THE MAIN HALL LIGHTING, THE MAIN HALL 
INSULATION AND LOBBY.   IN ADDITION THE COMMITTEE HAVE AGREED 
THAT THE MAIN LAVATORIES AND CAR PARK NEED URGENT ATTENTION 
AND INITIAL RESEARCH INDICATES THAT THE COST OF THESE 
IMPROVEMENTS WILL BE BETWEEN £60,000 and £80,000.   THE PLAN IS TO 
GREATLY REDUCE THE RUNNING COSTS OF THE HALL AND AT THE SAME 
TIME IMPROVE THE AMBIENCE AND FABRIC OF THE BUILDING.   IT IS FELT 
THAT THE HIRERS WILL BENEFIT FROM THESE IMPROVEMENTS.   THEY 
WILL ALSO HELP KEEP THE HIRING COST TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS TO A 
REASONABLE LEVEL.   CURRENTLY VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS ENJOY A 
SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNT ON THE ACTUAL HOURLY COST OF RUNNING 
THE HALL, THE SHORTFALL BEING MADE UP WITH INCOME FROM 
VILLAGE HALL ORGANISED EVENTS. 
 
THE COMMITTEE WILL BE LOOKING FOR GRANT FUNDING AND 
DONATIONS TO MEET THE BULK OF THE COSTS BUT IN THE CURRENT 
CLIMATE AS THESE AMOUNTS ARE LIKELY TO BE UNDER £5,000 A 
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT HAS TO BE RAISED AS EVIDENCE OF ‘GOOD 
INTENT’ TO OBTAIN ANY GRANTS AT ALL.   THIS IS WHY THE COMMITTEE 
HAS PLANS TO RUN A SERIES OF EVENTS WHERE ALL THE PROCEEDS WILL 
GO INTO A REFURBISHMENT FUND ALTHOUGH WE STILL HAVE TO HAVE 
SOME FUND RAISING EVENTS WHICH GO TOWARDS THE EVERYDAY 
UPKEEP OF THE HALL.   WE ARE HAPPY TO SAY THE FIRST £50 DONATION 
HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM MR JULES PROCTER, THE STORY TELLER WHO 
CAME TO THE HALL RECENTLY AND WILL WE HOPE RETURN.   ONE OF  
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OUR MEMBERS HAS MADE A “VILLAGE HALL” DONATION BOX WHICH I 
HAVE BROUGHT TO THIS MEETING AND THIS WILL BE OUT AT ALL OUR 
FUND RAISING EVENTS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE WHOLE COMMUNITY 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORTING OUR EFFORTS IN THIS MAJOR PROJECT.    
 
AT TONIGHT’S MEETING I HAVE A SHORT OUTLINE OF THE PROGRAMME 
OF IMPROVEMENTS BUT AFTER OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 
MONDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2014 at 7.30 p.m., WE WILL FOLLOW WITH AN 
OPEN MEETING DISPLAYING THE REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME AND WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appx G 

 

 

Sibford Gower Parish Council AGM, 19 May 2013 

SIBFORDS COMMUNITY PLAN                                        

Report for 2013 / 2014 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Final Report of the Sibfords Community Plan was completed in October 2012 and presented 

to the local community in November 2012. Sibford Gower and Sibford Ferris Parish Councils, who 

initiated the Community Plan process, adopted the Plan and undertook to take forward the 

various actions and initiatives that the Plan identified for Parish Council action.  In addition, the 

Plan identified  a range of actions and initiatives for Voluntary and Interest Groups within the 

Community to take forward.   

This report presents an update of actions and initiatives achieved to date since the Plan was 

adopted approximately eighteen months ago. 

PARISH COUNCIL ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES  

Housing and Planning 

The Parish Councils made representations to Cherwell District Council on the proposed Local 

Plan based on the findings and recommendations of the Community Plan in respect of new 

housing and related planning matters; the majority of the Parish Councils’ proposals were 

accepted. Since then, central government has declared CDC in planning default, which has 

affected the validity of the Parish Council representations and hence the value of the Community 

Plan recommendations as a material consideration in any planning application.   

 

Roads, Traffic, Footpaths and Bridleways 

Discussions have been held between the two Parish Councils about the possibility of creating 

new footpaths.  This is legally a very contentious and complex issue and there is uncertainty on 

how to proceed on this.  The Councils need to be absolutely clear what footpaths are being 

proposed and by whom. A virtually unanimous village consent will be required for any new 

footpath creation.   
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Environment 

The principal achievement in the Environment sector, thanks to representations by both PCs to 

Cherwell District Council is the establishment of Glass Recycling facilities in both Ferris and 

Gower. 

 

Sibford Ferris PC has also supported a planning application to install a solar farm on agricultural 

land within the parish and this has now been completed. 

Leisure and Recreation 

The principal action relating to Leisure and Recreation comprises the establishment of allotment 

areas within the parishes.  

 

Sibford Gower PC has a site allocated and money available for the start up of allotments.  

However, an organisation of potential users is required to take this process forward and supervise 

the allotments.  The PC recently placed an advertisement again in the Sibford Scene asking for 

interest in setting up an allotment area and group but will abandon the proposal if no take up or 

group comes forward.   

 

Sibford Ferris PC is in discussions with the Option Holder on the rural exception site on the Hook 

Norton Road to make provision for allotments.  Access and parking would be a requirement as 

part of any planning application.  As with the Sibford Gower site, the formation of an allotment 

group is essential, with potential to manage sites in both villages if demand is established. 

Community Facilities  

None 

Business and Economy 

In order to progress the introduction of Superfast Broadband, the Swalcliffe Exchange Users Group under 

Tony More and Paul Hobson has been highly active. It has issued questionnaires to villagers, explored a 

variety of possibilities and responded to all requests from OCC: The ball is currently in the hands of OCC, 

who keep promising action. 
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Sibford Gower PC has spent most of the last six years on the issue of the closure of the Bishop Blaize, 

whose reopening is crucial to the development of the Sibfords as a tourist destination. After two public 

inquiries and half a dozen contested appeals, we await the outcome of the court case currently pending. The 

Parish Council sees no way of promoting the tourist potential until this matter is cleared up. 

 

Both councils have facilitated the report on the Sibfords Conservation Area, which will serve as an excellent 

basis for any future publication. 

 

VOLUNTARY AND INTEREST GROUPS ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

Housing and Planning 

None 

Roads Traffic Footpaths and Bridleways 

The condition of local footpaths are monitored by the walking group, led by Sue Bannister 

Environment 

No initiatives or actions to report.   

The Environment Working Group was particularly proactive, including collaboration with 

neighbouring villages, particularly Hook Norton.  It was committed to setting up village meetings 

to discuss various initiatives and opportunities, such as investigating on alternative sources of 

energy, energy saving, reduction of fuel costs and Low Carbon initiatives; and forming local 

action groups on habitat conservation. However, there was minimal response to invitations to 

attend meetings and no further actions have occurred.    

Leisure and Recreation 

There has been no interest shown in setting up a play area for 4 – 11 year olds in Sibford 

Gower, or use of the play area behind the Village Hall. Sibford Gower PC has confirmed 

that this is on its agenda, but will need to estimate the amount of use a play area might 

receive, and the heavy cost of maintaining it, which would fall on the village precept. The  
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PC intends to consult with the school through the PTA and the village hall committee but 

has no funds available unless or until major new building in the village produces the sort of 

windfall that enabled the MUGA to be established in Sibford Ferris. 

In response to the request for additional facilities adjacent to MUGA, Sibford Ferris PC has now 

ordered Adult Exercise equipment for the site in conjunction with Sibford Schoo for installation in 

2014. 

 

Community Facilities  

Over 90 people expressed interest in a walking group in the Questionnaire.  Since then, a very 

successful Walking Group has been formed which meets fortnightly, led by Sue Bannister and co-

ordinated on behalf of both parishes. 

 

A men’s monthly Breakfast Club has also been set up meeting at the Gate Hangs High for a 

leisurely breakfast and conversations of interest to the members of the group. 

 

While no other new groups have been formed, there are many well established local groups 

already so it is concluded that there is limited enthusiasm for setting up new ones. 

 

Business and Economy 

The only initiative comprises the actions of the Swalcliffe Exchange Group and their commitment 

to bring forward Superfast Broadband to the community.  There has been no progress or interest 

shown in establishing a local business networking facility, encouraging new businesses to the 

Sibfords, or producing a local Guide Book and encouraging more tourist visitors to the Sib fords. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

While the Plan has resulted in a range of new initiatives, there remain a number of areas still to be 

tackled or encouraged. Many of these require community initiative rather than Parish Council 

action. The opportunity to reopen initiatives and interest could be discussed at an Open Village 

Meeting or at the Annual Parish Council Meeting.   

 
 


