
Chairman’s Report 2014 

 

This is my third annual report, and I begin to feel as if I am presenting a State of the Union message. 

There have been three PC meetings in the past year, in June, October and January, attended by 
between 7 and 15 local residents. That is one fewer meetings than we are supposed to have, and we 
apologise for the lack of entertainment; we can only plead the excitement of a second public inquiry 
and an election year that interrupted the normal schedule. There will however be a statutory meeting 
early in June immediately after the election which takes place on Thursday.  

You may be surprised to hear that in the words of the Polish Soviet joke, ‘Despite the fact that the 
results have already been announced the election will take place next Thursday.’ This is because your 
councillors were all willing to stand again, and no other candidates put their names forward. Is this 
democracy I ask myself? But it has one major advantage: the cost of a contested election is 
approximately £700, which is borne directly by each of you householders in your parish council tax. 
So your failure to oppose us has saved you all a lot of money. And in defence of your council, where 
we have needed to resort to co-option, we have tried over the years both to balance out the different 
areas of the village, and also to welcome newcomers alongside the older established inhabitants, so 
that we represent the variety of views that exist in any small community.  

Sibford Gower Matters 

Leaving aside tree applications, during the past year there have been 8 planning applications, three 
of them on the same property; with the exception of these the others have been uncontroversial.  

The application to have the pond declared a village green has been submitted, and has for some 
months been on the desk of the Oxon CC solicitor. We are informed that even when registered as a 
town green that does not imply that the village owns the pond, which would require a separate 
application.  

The Bishops End/Blaize saga continues.  

The second Planning Inquiry was published in August 2013 and upheld the view of your PC that the 
property was potentially viable as a public house; the appeal was dismissed. CDC are proceeding with 
‘a prosecution for the criminal offence of failing to comply with the requirements of a valid 
enforcement order’; the case will be heard over five days in Oxford Crown Court. It is important that 
as many villagers as possible attend these court proceedings, and we will do our best to keep you 
informed about this as soon as the date is officially announced: we understand it to be early August.      

On other matters a second application to Cherwell DC to have the property declared an asset of 
community value was rejected, on the grounds that a property used as a private dwelling, whether 
legally or not, was exempt from the provisions of the Act. On 4th February an Appeal to allow a 
mobile home on the site was dismissed. On 17th February an appeal to permit the conversion of the 
former bottle store into holiday letting accommodation was allowed under strict conditions.  Various 
official complaints against your PC have been made. In September a complaint against the Chairman 
for acting improperly was rejected by the solicitor appointed in a 100 page document whose cost to 
the community was approximately £5000. The Clerk has now received and replied to a letter from 
The Information Commissioners Office about a complaint that he has failed to comply with the 
Freedom of Information Act.  



In this last respect we should make it clear that the PC has no records and holds no information about 
any individual in the community other than what is contained in the public minutes of PC meetings or 
is available in public planning applications or public submissions to responsible bodies such as Public 
Inquiries. These are all readily available in the appropriate quarters.  

Highways 

I hope everyone will agree that the Bonds End Lane junction, which has been a bone of contention 
since cars were invented or at least (according to the PC minutes) since 1988, is now much more 
satisfactory thanks to the cutting back of the vegetation which hid the traffic signs, and the agreement 
to restrict parking to one car at that point. I am grateful to everyone who co-operated to achieve that 
result. On the larger question of parking I refer you for the explanation for our failure to hold a public 
meeting to the Minutes of 27 January, and the subsequent very important email from OCC Highways.  
In the absence of any representative from OCC Highways, I suggest we leave wider discussion of 
parking to the end of the meeting.  

Joint matters between SGPC and SFPC 

At the start of this year we took over the maintenance of the village churchyard from the parochial 
church council (we already look after the new burial ground together with Sibford Ferris PC). As you 
know for some years now we have been contributing half the cost out of the parish precept. Although 
in strict law the burden of the cost of a disused churchyard falls only on the parish in which it is 
situated, regardless of whether it is used by two parishes, we have come to an agreement with SFPC 
that they will contribute half the total cost. The contract has been awarded by competitive tender, and 
two cuttings have already taken place: we shall monitor carefully the quality of the upkeep.  

Broadband appears to be marching slowly forward: it is about to arrive in West Oxon, but there is as 
yet no sign whether we shall be connected via Chippy or Banbury.  

Allotments: you have all seen the notice in the Sibford Scene. The two PCs are agreed that it is their 
duty to provide but not to run allotments, and we have been waiting now for some months for an 
Allotment Committee to be formed: this is your last chance: we will abandon our efforts if no-one 
comes forward. 

The two PCs have agreed to promote the provision of a defibrillator. The Town Estates Charity has 
given half the cost on behalf of the Gower, and the Ferris will provide the other half. I hope that we 
will be able to organise this over the next few months, following the example of Epwell PC. This will 
involve a group of volunteers to be trained as Emergency Responders and a place to install it (perhaps 
the porch of the village hall). 

Temple Mill: should we ask for a sign giving right of way to those coming from SG end over those 
coming from HN? 

Finally Self help cutting back roadside hedges, washing road signs, annual litter pick road salting 
planning applications notification 


