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Recycling at home is really easy. 
This leaflet can help you recycle over 80 per cent of your 
waste, which helps the local environment and reduces the 
costs of the service.

Everything you need to know inside
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Your waste collections
Each household has three bins, and an indoor kitchen caddy. 
The blue bin is for recycling, brown bin for food and garden 
waste, and the green bin is for rubbish that cannot be recycled.

Week one    Week two   

You can recycle over 80 per cent 
of your waste at home. If you have 
extra recycling or garden waste you 
can buy extra blue or brown bins. 
All blue or brown bins come with a 
lifetime guarantee, and once bought 
can be used on every recycling 
collection.

Because you can recycle so much, 
residents are only allowed one 
green bin. We will not take waste 
overflowing or left at the side of the 
green bin. 

We will however take extra recycling, 
if it is placed next to your blue bin in a 
clear bag, or cardboard box.

Extra waste

    = Blue bin and brown bin recycling week  
   = Green bin waste week

All bins should be  

put out by 7am on your 

collection day. Remember 

to bring the bins back 

in as soon as 

possible after 

collection.



What to put in the blue bin

magazines, 
newspapers 
and paper 

cardboard cans and  
tins

plastic 
bottles and 
containers

plastic tubs, 
trays  

and pots
drink cartons

aerosols

All the material in this bin will be recycled.

tin foil and  
foil trays

envelopes 
(including 
windows)

shredded 
paper

phonebooks 
and 

catalogues
chocolate and 

biscuit tins

cling film and 
carrier bags

food  
(wrapped or 
unwrapped)

polystyrene glass bottles 
and jars plastic toys crisp packets

nappies
Pyrex, glass 
sheet and 

drink glasses Good to know

Y ou ca n recycle you r 
batteries at home. Put 
them in a small clea r bag, 
on top of a ny bin a nd ou r 
crews will collect them on 
collection day.



What to put in the brown bin

grass  
cuttings weeds cut flowers

food waste 
(cooked and 
uncooked)

Everything in the brown bin is composted locally.

leaves 
and hedge 
trimmings

pet straw and 
untreated 
sawdust

cling film and 
carrier bags

food 
packaging flower pots cat or dog 

mess
stones or 

rubble

Good to know

Y ou ca n recycle you r small e lectrica ls at home. 

Items such as kettles, toasters, radios, a nything 

with a plug or batteries ca n be recycled. Put 

them in a ca rrier bag, on top of  

a ny bin a nd ou r crews will  

collect them on  

collection day.

Recycle one more thing.
   CherwellDistrictCouncil   @CherwellRecycle   

Plastic bin 
liner bags

small 
branches



How to recycle your food
Everyone makes food waste, whether it’s 
banana skins, or mouldy bread, and you 
can recycle it all in the brown bin.

How to use your caddy

leftovers and 
uneaten food

meat and 
fish (including 

bones)

out of date or 
mouldy food 

(without wrapper)

teabags 
and coffee 
grounds

dairy  
(like eggs and 

cheese)
fruit and 

vegetables

rice, pasta  
and beans

bread, cakes 
and pastries

Good to know

Y ou ca n use a ny compostable 

liners, newspaper, or put  

you r food in loose. Liners  

a re ava ila ble to buy at  

cherwell.gov.u k/foodwaste a nd 

delivered free by ou r crews

food 
packaging plastic bags glass bottles 

and jars
large  

amounts of 
liquid

You should have a small brown kitchen 
caddy for putting your food waste in. 
You can use any caddy in the kitchen, 
but it’s important to have one close by 
in the kitchen, so you can easily put all 
the leftovers, peelings and out of date 
food in straight away.

Line your caddy with a compostable liner 
and fill it with food waste. Do not use plastic 
bags. When it is full, tie the liner and put it in 
your big brown bin.



We have two large recycling centres, over 100 recycling sites 
and many more on-street bins for recycling in Cherwell.

Recycling on the go

 Household waste recycling centres

Recycling points

We have over 100 sites where you 
can recycle glass bottles and jars, and 
often textiles, paper and scrap metal 
at the same time. 

All major supermarkets in Cherwell 
have sites, as do most villages, to find 
your nearest site, please call or visit 
cherwell.gov.uk/recycling .

On-street recycling:

In the town centres across Cherwell, 
we have litter bins with separate 
recycling. So anyone can recycle 
their pop bottles, drinks cans or 
newspapers whilst they are out and 
about. 

Ardley Recycling Centre 
Brackley Road, Ardley, OX27 7PH

Alkerton recycling Centre 
Stratford Road, Alkerton,  
Nr Banbury, OX15 6HZ 

These are Oxfordshire County 
Council run sites that accept all types 
of recyclable and non-recyclable 
household waste. 

Visit oxfordshire.gov.uk for opening 
times and what can be recycled.

Good to know

We supply free glass  

bottle recyclin
g bags, to  

make it easier to take you r 

glass bottles a nd ja rs to  

the recycling points.  

Just ca ll or email  

to get you rs  

delivered free.



MOT
The council provides MOT testing  
for local residents and businesses

  MOT Bookings and enquiries: 
  www.cherwell.gov.uk/motbookings 
01295 221916 during office hours

www.cherwell.gov.uk

Home and garden 
excess service
Home Excess Service

Cherwell District Council  
Home Excess Service

 YES PLEASE
  General household waste  

  NO THANKS
  Plasterboard   Asbestos   Engine oil   

 Chemicals or solvents  Paint   Tyres   

 Electrical items  Mattresses YES PLEASE
 General household waste 

Garden Excess Service
 YES PLEASE   Plants and leaves

 Grass cuttings   Small branches 

 Prunings and cuttings 

Cherwell District Council  
Home Excess Service

 YES PLEASE
  General household waste  

  NO THANKS
  Plasterboard   Asbestos   Engine oil   

 Chemicals or solvents  Paint   Tyres   

 Electrical items  Mattresses

1,100ltr capacity
Hire for up to four weeks 

Just £48 for a large bin

Now  
online

Bookings and enquiries:  
 www.cherwell.gov.uk  01295 221916



Where is my local recycling point?
We have over 100 glass recycling points, which 
often have textiles alongside them. You can 
find you nearest ones by contacting us. 

These all have glass, textiles and shoes and  
most also have small electrical recycling banks.

Top ten recycling points

Banbury

Tesco, Lockheed Close, Southam Road OX16 1LX

Hanwell Fields, Rotary Way, Shop car park OX16 1ER

Hardwick Community Centre, Ferriston OX16 1XA

Sainsbury’s, Oxford Road OX16 9XA

Morrisons, Swan Close Road OX16 5DH

Bicester

Tesco, Pingle Drive OX26 6WA

Homebase, Launton Road OX26 4JQ

Claremont Car Park, Victoria Road OX26 6RD

Kidlington

Sainsbury’s, Oxford Road OX5 2PE

Exeter Hall, Oxford Road OX5 1AB



FAQs
Where can I get rid of large items?

You can take items like furniture or old kitchen  
appliances to the County Councils Recycling Centres.  
Or if you do not have transport, you could ask a local  
charity to take them away. Often if they are in  
decent condition they will pick up for free.

We offer a bulky waste service to collect up to three large items for £16. The 
items need to be booked and paid for in advance, then our crews will collect 
on a designated collection day.

Will you collect extra recycling if I cannot fit it all in my  
blue bin?

Yes. We just ask that the recycling is in either a cardboard box, or a clear 
plastic sack. You can buy extra blue or brown bins if you wish. You can put 
out up to five bins on recycling week, any combination of blue or brown. 
Contact us on the details at the back of this leaflet to find out more,  
or purchase an extra bin.

Why isn’t glass collected in the blue bin?

We collect glass at the public recycling sites, of 
which there are over 100 in Cherwell. Quality and 
cost are the important factors in our service. The 
glass bottles and jars collected at the recycling sites 
are kept colour separated, and are much better quality, 
and therefore easier to recycle. The glass bottles and jars we 
collect will go on to make new glass bottles or jars.

Because the quality is so high, the material is more valuable. This extra 
value helps offset the cost of the other services we provide, such as refuse 
collections and bulky waste collections.



FAQs
What about extra rubbish that won’t fit into the green bin?

Over 80 per cent of your waste can be recycled or composted using the 
blue and brown bins. We will not collect waste outside the bin, or waste that 
is piled on top of the bin.

I am struggling to put my bins out, can you help me?

We provide an assisted collection for households who are unable to put their 
bins out, although restrictions apply. Please contact us if you feel you need this 
service.

Will the food in my caddy smell?

No, not if you empty the caddy regularly into the brown bin and tie up the 
compostable liners. The caddy has a sealed lid which stops smells inside  
the house. 

I don’t waste food, so do I need to use the service?

We all waste food, even if it’s veg peelings, or food that’s gone out of date. So 
for the food that can’t been used, it’s best to recycle it. 

Not wasting it in the first place is best, as it saves money and resources. Visit 
lovefoodhatewaste.com for leftover recipes and tips.

Can I use plastic bags to line my caddy?

No, the compostable liners decompose, plastic bags don’t. If you run out of 
compostable liners, go online to buy some more, or visit local supermarkets 
that have stocks, and use a sheet of newspaper to line your caddy temporarily.

How much do the waste collections cost?

It changes each year, but for the last few years, we have provided the service 
for just £1 per household per week. 



What happens to...
My recycling?
The blue bin recycling is all sorted and recycled 
in the UK, using high-tech sorting technology. 
The recycling site runs all the recycling along 
conveyor belts, taking away one type of material 
at a time. They use magnets for steel for example or 
lasers to separate plastic types. We ask you not to use 
carrier bags in the blue bin, and put recycling in loose 
instead. This helps the recycling process, if you would 
like a reusable bag to use at home, please contact us 
and we will provide one free of charge.

My food & garden waste?
The contents of your brown bin are taken to 
a composting site in Oxfordshire, where it is 
treated and composted, in just a few months. 
The compost is then used on local farmers’ 
fields. The process is called In-Vessel Composting. 
The garden waste must be composted at very high 
temperatures because there is food and garden waste 
in it . This process allows the food and garden waste 
to be broken down, killing potentially harmful weeds 
or pathogens.

The rest of my rubbish?
All the things you can not recycle go in the green 
bin. They are now taken to the Energy Recovery 
Facility in Ardley, Oxon. There the waste is burnt 
above 850 degrees to create heat, which produces 
steam, which in turn powers a turbine that creates 
electricity. So instead of rotting in landfill, the waste 
can help produce electricity for local homes. 

It is still much better financially and environmentally 
to recycle and compost at home though.



Useful contacts
Order a new or replacement bin 

01295 227003  

Buy kitchen caddy liners online (free delivery)
cherwell.gov.uk/foodwaste

Book a bulky waste service, or the home and garden excess service
01295 227003  

Find your nearest recycling point
cherwell.gov.uk/recycling

Information about our service is also on our website. You can also visit 
our Twitter or Facebook page for the latest news or to contact us.

   CherwellDistrictCouncil                                        @CherwellRecycle
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